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PREFACE. 


This volume, the seventeenth of the Society’s series of 
‘* Collections,” contains the first part of the correspondence 
and documents, chiefly of an official nature, covering the 
period during which Thomas Fitch was governor of the 
Colony of Connecticut. He first took the oath of office, 
succeeding Governor Roger Wolcott, May 9, 1754, and was 
continued in office by annual election until the spring of 
1766, when he was defeated by William Pitkin, his deputy 
governor, who became governor on May 8. 

The contents of this volume continues the series of 
official correspondence and documents of Connecticut, 
beginning with 1724, which has filled six previous volumes 
of the ‘‘Collections.” It is expected that a second volume 
will complete ‘‘ The Fitch Papers.’ 

The originals of many of the letters and documents 
here printed are from the volume of Fitch Papers and the 
volumes of Roger Wolcott Papers, Agents’ Letters, Council 
Orders, and a few not identified with any particular collec- 
tion, all forming a part of this Society’s archives. Many 
are from the Trumbull Papers preserved in the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society; a considerable number are from 
sundry series of the State Archives preserved in the Con- 
necticut State Library; a still larger number are from the 
Public Record Office, London, England; a few are English 
copies from the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; a few 
are from the British Museum, the Library of Congress, the 
New York Public Library, and the private collection of Mr. 
Ernest Law of Philadelphia. 

To each and all of these individuals, societies and 
libraries, and to their officials and custodians, an apprecia- 
tion of their kindness is expressed and the Society’s hearty 
thanks are returned. Particular acknowledgment is made 
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of special courtesies received in the procuring of copies of 
manuscripts from the Connecticut State Library and the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. Acknowledgment is also 
made to Mr. Forrest Morgan, M. A., a member of the Pub- 
lication Committee, for his ready and constant aid; and to 
him is due the historical Introduction to this volume. The 
major part of the copy for the printer was made by Miss 
Alice M. Gay of Hartford, whose laborious task is recog- 
nized and appreciated by the editor. 

In the first volume of the Society’s ‘‘ Collections,” pub- 
lished in 1860, there was printed a series of ‘¢‘ Correspond- 
ence of Connecticut with the British Government,” covering 
the years 1755-1757 and comprising about fifty letters and 
documents. It has not been thought necessary to reprint 
these in the present volume. Yet to round out the volume 
and to complete the continuity and sequence of the Fitch 
Papers, it has seemed best to give in its proper order of 
time and arrangement a short abstract of each of these let- 
ters and documents, with reference to its previous appear- 
ance in print. The same course as to an abstract has been 
followed with respect to letters by or to Fitch or the Colony 
which are not now to be found, but which are mentioned 
in other letters, usually with sufficient detail to indicate 
their contents. Occasionally also a circular letter mentioned 
in official records will be preserved in another colony, when 
the Connecticut copy of it is not now to be found, thus 
giving opportunity for the introduction of an abstract in 
this volume. A few letters written by or to Fitch or the 
Colony and a few documents of an official nature, which 
have already been printed in sundry places, have been re- 
printed here, in order to make this series of Fitch Papers 
more nearly complete. 


ALBERT C. BATES, 
Chairman of the Publication Committee 
and Editor of this Volume. 


Tue Society’s Lisrary, Dec. 19, 1918, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Governor Fitch’s term of office, from 1754 to 1766, isa 
curiously rounded, self-complete, and dramatic landmark in 
Connecticut history, not approached in demarcation by any 
other of its more than threescore governorships. It almost 
seems to owe its boundaries to intentional art rather than 
historic chance. Its accession coincides with the actual 
though not formal beginning of the French and Indian 
War; its close with the Stamp Act, which drove him from 
the office he could only retain by parting with felt integ- 
rity. The former marked Connecticut’s last large act of 
unquestioning subordination to the mother country, as of 
indivisible common interest; the latter its first independ- 
ent action against her, as of interest so irreconcilable that 
it overrode the allegiance just cemented by the common 
blood. The twelve years cover and illustrate, with singu- 
lar exactness and thoroughness of cause and effect, the 
change from contented nonentity within an old state to 
effective though unacknowledged partnership in a new one; 
and confirm our ample other evidence that the rapidity was 
only in seeming, and the change but the natural evolution 
of a swelling community self-ordered from birth. Their 
opening found it a petty unconsidered province in a spa- 
cious empire; their close, a relatively far pettier one in a 
far vaster and world-spread empire (Canada was acquired 
1755-63, Bengal 1757-65), partly and ironically so made by 
its own assistance,—but, by no will of its governor’s or 
direct intent of its own, on the point of escaping into the 
company of a few political equals, who could not oppress it, 
had to respect it, and were to owe their joint existence 
to it. 

Connecticut’s relative importance to the nascent United 
States was something quite other than as a trivial group on » 
the edge of an empire ten thousand miles across, with its 
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directors three thousand ocean miles and weeks of time 
away,—at this very period a proposal for monthly packets 
is urged as an important advance,—and with supposed and 
partly real interests incompatible with its own; or indeed, 
than to its present status, also on the edge of another em- 
pire just as far across in the opposite direction, over seventy 
times its size and a hundred times its numbers, with near 
fifty associates, thirty of them surpassing it in population, — 
though without the old separations of peace, time, authority, 
or interest from the governing heart. In Fitch’s time it was 
one of a baker’s dozen along the narrow seaward slope of the 
Alleghanies, of which but three* were clearly more power- 
ful, twot about equal, and the other sevent as clearly in- 
ferior. 

But even this understates much the Connecticut sense 
of its weight, and as events were to prove, its real weight. 
It was the third oldest of the original English settlements, 
and not greatly younger even than Dutch New York. It 
had all the conscious individualities and defining separat- 
isms of any historic state: it had cleared its own territory 
of foes unassisted, settled its own land system, imposed its 
own religious establishment, constructed and modified at 
will its own political framework, and lived under it without 
effective interference from its nominal suzerain. Its official 
exchanges with the latter were largely fencings with a for- 
eign country; its home officials and its agents abroad were 
in this phase primarily diplomatists, and often very able 
ones. In the final war for an interest more immediately 
England’s than its own, it acted more as a voluntary ally 
than as a subordinate under orders, fixed and exceeded its 
own quota of soldiers and supplies, and felt a state’s corpo- 
rate pride in the victory. Further, it was an unmatched 





* Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia. 


+New York, Maryland. New York was smaller at the beginning of this 
period, and probably somewhat larger at the end, but always disproportionately 
important from its situation. 


North and South Carolina were not heavily different in numbers from 
Connecticut; but the former was partly slave, and was half paralyzed besides 
by its bitter political and class warfare, the latter’s great majority were slaves. 
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colonizing centre, sending out swarms of organic emigrant 
bodies to found new commonwealths like an old Greek 
metropolis, and fully conscious of the fact and purpose. Its 
sons, often with their families like the invaders of Latin 
Europe, had laid the foundation of one State of the Union, 
and were on the point of founding another—for Wyoming 
was as genuine and vital a child-State of Connecticut as was 
Vermont, and aborted only by the Revolution with its Indian 
massacres and the transformation of Pennsylvania’s wild 
lands from a patroonship to the suburbs of a common- 
wealth. These new communities were, in the cant of mod- 
ern ultra-nationalistic political philosophy, ‘‘lost” to Con- 
necticut; but the mother was as content and proud to lose 
them as any human parents to establish their offspring in 
a prosperous station, and knew that in the higher sense it 
retained them for help and affection, and that they ratably 
and heavily increased its weight in the common councils. 
Lastly, and by no means neglectibly, it was the second 
power in ‘‘ New England,” which, however it might bicker 
internally, was a substantial unit in feeling and action 
against the outside colonies; a trait neither extinct nor un- 
important even yet, a century and a half later. It was a 
regiment with a brigade in reserve for reinforcement. More- 
over, even then the alienation between the basically free- 
labor and slave-labor communities was well realized, and 
led to serious plans for separate Northern and Southern 
federations within the English empire; and Connecticut’s 
position in the former, one in seven as to number and third 
of all in strength, would be high enough to inspire con- 
fidence and abate meekness even in the naturally timid. 
The Connecticut of 1756 was substantially that of 1766. 

In the period covered by this volume, however, the 
forces of rupture were either in abeyance or not forecast as 
such; though it happens curiously that the very first letter 
on the list, to Fitch’s predecessor not yet known to be out, 
concerns the pre-empting of naval timber by the king’s sur- 
veyors which was one of the minor grievances that made up 
the colonial budget at the Revolution, and we shall see that 
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a prophetic vision of the policy embodied in the Stamp Act 
arouses a sober warning here. But the unifying forces are 
still far dominant. The next letter, two days later, is a 
notice of the French on the Ohio; and almost at once we are 
in the thick of discussions as to the conference at Albany 
over joint defense, the plans for colonial union, and the 
problem of the balance of power held by the Iroquois 
League, who must by some means be kept out of a French 
alliance. The Connecticut Assembly hangs back, sorely 
loth to admit to itself that a great war is inevitable, and 
hoping that the storm may yet blow over; but even in its 
careful sparring for position against its mistress and its 
fellows alike, there is no tone— and its conduct in action 
shows that there was no thought —of denying or evading 
its rightful share, which it far outran. 

None the less, the diplomatic spirit bred by generations 
of consistently eluding the home government’s supremacy, 
the cautious thrift of an agricultural democracy scant of 
coin, and the honest conviction that the rich partner fight- 
ing for its world market should bear the chief brunt, shine 
forth in all its preparations for the crisis. It grants its 
agents no plenary powers; nothing they do is to bind the 
colony till the Assembly concurs, nor create any precedent. 
They are to oppose any. payments to the Iroquois, and if 
overborne by the others, give only what is judicious. They 
are to get all that is possible out of the home government, 
by appeals and statistics, before burdening themselves. 

Regarding the Plans of Union presented at Albany, and 
fathered by Franklin and Hutchinson, their stated objec- 
tions are itemwise perfectly lucid on the surface, as the 
unstated ones are equally so below the surface; though not 
so conclusive to us as to them, nor to them in 1776 asin 
1754. AS an entire body, however, they are decidedly too 
exhaustive, since by no means coherent; a fact due to their 
having two contradictory objects in view,—to convince 
Great Britain and their own people at once of the undesir- 
ability of the scheme altogether, on divergent grounds, part 
of them tacit and part insincere. The union will be ineffi- 
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cient yet tyrannical, inimical to British supremacy and to 
colonial liberty as well, breeding up a potential rebel coun- 
cil to head a secession of peoples who nevertheless resent 
the new system and will not enlist under it! The last-named 
solicitude for English lordship is affecting, in the light of 
later events. But it is significant that even in this crisis of 
Anglo-Saxon expansion, the causes of later severance are 
clearly outlined: invasion of colonial autonomy, taxes to 
sustain that very invasion; repression of colonial ambitions 
and humiliation of colonial pride; sinking of colonial indi- 
viduality— which was the reason for the southern New 
England colonies’ existence, and the deepest passion ‘of 
nearly all the others—in a vague Anglo-Saxondom with its 
type dictated from abroad. 

In detail: The system is purely defensive, and as such, 
quite incapable of guarding the vast frontier of fifteen 
hundred miles (for most curiously, while neither of the 
plans here printed make any provision for a confederacy 
further south than Pennsylvania, the Connecticut Assem- 
bly’s criticism assumes it as embracing the whole body from 
Maine to Florida) against the incessant raids of the French 
and Indians. The needful colonial army will be hard to 
raise if the native youth of good stock cannot look forward 
to commissions, but must serve under foreign officers; and 
forcing them in will ‘‘dishearten” them —a euphemism in 
no danger of being misunderstood. There will be a risk of 
rebellion against the home government if the colonies are 
trained to act under one purely American headship. Taxes 
raised in the colony for such an establishment are against 
its charter privileges and general English rights; its people 
are mainly farmers with no spare money (atruth, and the 
immediate crux of the Stamp Act); repelling the French 
and Indian raids has loaded them with debt and impaired 
their credit; they ‘‘delight in obedience to their mother 
country, and admire its protection,” and so long as their 
privileges are secure, are zealous in its interest, but if over- 
taxed, will be ‘‘discouraged’’— another euphemism. They 
have always yielded ‘‘cheerful obedience” to the King’s 
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commands, and readily aided the other colonies when 
needful. 

Lastly, the Indian question, which logically belongs 
just after the first item, is tactfully put last to prevent the 
government’s attention resting too exclusively on these 
suggested theats and very contingent loyalty; but it is so 
clumsily sketched in, with so many necessary links omitted, 
as to show that the postscript is the real point in view, and 
the other only a means of leading up to it. Indian friend- 
ship and trade can be much better secured by commissioners 
(sc., resident or at least neighbor, and so of competent 
knowledge) than by this plan (centralized bureau and mili- 
tary dictator, knowing and known by only part of the tribes 
at best); the Indians have grievances too, which must be 
weighed and redressed (neither sure with a purely political 
machine); commissioners who know their ground can build 
and garrison forts (without Indian ill-will, which would 
make them only incitements to war), and have the resultant 
trade pay the bills (instead of taxing the colonies to do it). 

Then, as a mere casual afterthought, it is suggested 
that the British government can accomplish this best of all 
by helping its (Connecticut) subjects buy such Indian Jands 
as the occupants would sell (no place intimated) and settle 
colonies there, ‘‘¢o be formed and conducted as the New Eng- 
land colonies have been,” and so injure no colonial interest 
and override no privilege. Perception of their selfwise 
motives in this should not prevent recognition that they 
were right; even for the Indians, farming towns were better 
than forts, tools and fine clothes than guns, migration than 
extermination. Note however the chronological relation of 
this to the Susquehanna venture, just taking shape, and 
which chestnut the colony would gladly have had the 
mother government pull out of the Pennsylvania fire for 
them. That government did not take the hint; and the 
history of Connecticut’s heroic (on the settlers’ part), 
romantic, tenacious, and for long successful, campaign to 
form and conduct a fresh New England colony of its own, a 
satellite to this minor planet of the inchoate American solar 
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system, in the teeth of Pennsylvania’s relentless opposition 
and Johnson’s combined,— extinguishing by so much the 
Indian problem if creating a virulent intercolonial one,— is 
bloodily written elsewhere. It should naturally form a not 
inconsiderable part of the official records of this period, 
even amid the great war which did not for a moment inter- 
rupt the private fortune-seeking of pioneers in new lands. 
But officially the Connecticut government knew absolutely 
nothing of what nearly all its members and thousands of its 
citizens were embarked in; and though very solicitous to 
stop it in the general interest, —the home government was 
justly alarmed at the prospect of a civil war between two 
colonies in the midst of a foreign war of life and death to all 
of them,—was quite unable for lack of information. The 
one reference to it in this volume is amusingly characteris- 
tic, Fitch’s letter of Nov. 29, 1754: he does not know the 
parties to it or where they live, entirely reprobates it, and 
will try to have the Assembly (composed largely of its stock- 
holders or the relatives or neighbors of the pioneers) inter- 
vene against it. 

On the war itself, little fresh light is thrown; that field 
is a first-rate world theatre, and has been too thoroughly 
combed to leave many important strays. Acadia and its 
dismal, avoidable, and perfectly futile, yet abundantly in- 
telligible and excusable tragedy, with the wretched misled 
exiles scattered among two thousand miles of aliens in race, 
religion, and sympathies; the apprehension from Braddock’s 
disaster at ‘‘ Fort De Cain,” too far off to create panic in 
New England, the hopes and exultance over Lake George, 
the sinking of heart at the loss of Oswego near enough to be 
realized, the advent of Pitt and Amherst; the expectable 
losing fight, at the outset, of a loose quarreling unmilitary 
democracy, militia with a spear-head of regulars, against a 
centralized military monarchy, with a trained army full of 
professional commanders; and the sure triumph, in the end, 
of a great populated country over a skeleton image of em- 
pire, where a few forts and garrisons passed for population, 
where a hundred victories were perforce barren and a single 
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defeat was irretrievable ruin,—echoes of all this come in, 
but we know them well already. 

Only less familiar are the wasted prohibitions, threats, 
and reproaches on trading with the enemy, and thus finan- 
cing the foe in his efforts at our destruction. Ever since 
anything like national commerce developed, the perform- 
ance and the vain efforts to repress it have gone on side by 
side, and not till very recently have governments acquired 
power to check it; sometimes indeed, as with the old Neth- 
erlands, success would have meant suicide,—the trade was 
what they lived on, and they could only find means to fight 
by exchange with the Spaniards, directly or ostrichwise at 
second hand through neutrals. Settlers among savages have 
practically hired them as hunters and trappers by furnishing 
them arms, of which a certain part were sure to be turned 
against themselves. It is arguable whether the desired isola- 
tion was for the best in any case; at all events, it was not 
attained in this one. 

But if the general reader must be referred to the gen- 
eral histories, the historical student will find instruction in 
the detail of financial makeshifts, the recruiting and com- 
missary and quartermaster side, which enable the sensa- 
tional portion to happen at all except as ignominious rout. 
Connecticut’s part, far from the actual conflicts, has always 
been the unpicturesque but essential one of furnishing the 
sinews. Perhaps all the more, it has no notion here of being 
done out of its fair share of officerships and glory; it will 
not be a mere milch cow. It forces the Massachusetts 
brethren, who have the first place,—as was doubly proper, 
from their numbers, and as headed by the admirable Shir- 
ley,—to grant them ranking commissions, despite the fear 
of angering and alienating New York. Nor was the claim 
a division of good things only: Connecticut’s Phineas Lyman 
was the best Northern soldier developed by the war, though 
wrecked by coming in conflict with the coarse monopolistic 
greed and jealousy which deface the larger qualities of 
William Johnson. 
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There is the subject of bounties and land grants; for 
the plain soldier who risks his life and the impoverishment 
his family must have his reward as well as the officer. The 
Connecticut officers in turn unite in a petition alleging that 
they are paid less than those of any other New England 
colony or New York, and ask equality of treatment. This 
subject naturally includes the effort made by the home gov- 
ernment to enlist foreign immigrants through the colonies 
—a curious and random affair, so many were Continental 
European peasants who cared no more than Aesop’s horse 
who their masters might be; balanced by the fact that in 
that age there was no moral repugnance to mercenary fight- 
ing service,—it was a living and a career like another, all 
in the honest cause of keeping public order. It is hard at 
the present day to recover that naive mental and spiritual 
attitude, as it was then to recover that of the Ishmaelite 
wolf-packs that passed for states in Ulysses’ time, mutual 
pirates and exterminators without provocation, warning, 
or mercy; not impossibly it may be as hard for our descend- 
ants under world police to recover ours in carrying on 
hideous national slaughters at all. 

Loudoun, as natural to a professional soldier used to 
reinforcements on demand from the reservoir of a standing 
army, is impatient over the delays of raising a democratic 
militia by legislative act: ‘‘I do not know what to make of 
you and your Assembley,” he tells Fitch, after reciting the 
promises given, which so far are all he has to show. But on 
the whole he keeps his temper remarkably,— or his adjutant 
keeps it for him,—and courteously grants at once the re- 
quest to discharge the militia as early in the fall as his 
operations will permit (the rather as it saves the army 
budget that much pay), and not to send them farther south 
than they think just—Connecticut is not national enough to 
enable the southern colonies to shirk their own border de- 
fense if so inclined. Yet in fear lest those colonies may 
bring a serious disaster on the whole by doing just that, 
Connecticut and New York double their quotas, on the in- 
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offensively expressed ground that the southern levies may 
not be ready in time. 

Hence when Connecticut is thriftily and of need fore- 
sighted for its interests, we are‘not called upon to attribute 
it to mere greed. New London, for instance, sends in a 
wail of panic becoming medieval Rome with Bourbon’s 
army at her gates: France has hemmed the English colonies 
westwardly by land, and will try to complete it eastward by 
sea, and New London with its peerless harbor will be a sure 
and early victim, laid low and burnt and its people ruined; 
hence a fort should be built and garrisoned with forty men, 
as the Assembly did in the previous war, a guard ship fur- 
nished, and the town exempted from draft for the war. 
Fitch thereupon suggests to the English authorities that it 
will be a profitable plan for them to raise and maintain a 
colonial regiment in Connecticut on English pay, and build 
a fort at New London—presumably garrisoned by forty of 
that regiment; we may suppose he thinks the colony can 
furnish the ship and make it pay for itself. 

No other community appeal for exemption reaches us; 
but an individual’s claim, backed by his town, might have 
suggested ideas for the draftees of our late war. A Col- 
chester man, after the usual allegations of infirm health and 
a numerous and sickly family, asks exemption on the ground 
that he is charged with collecting the minister’s salary which 
is badly in arrears, and the minister joins in the petition. 
There is no record of action on the case, but we trust he 
won it: the minister needed his modest wages more than the 
army needed one reluctant man the more. 

There is a most valuable list of all the Connecticut mer- 
chant vessels, as a government return. There are difficul- 
ties over the coin for war payments, which recall other such 
cases in history and fiction, where small people need small 
money, either because of their small transactions, or because 
they distrust their power of judging whether the coin is 
genuine. Here the head office has sent on a mass of ‘‘johan- 
ners,’’ or nine-dollar gold pieces, and the colony can use but 
a small part of them: it must have silver change — the 
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‘‘white money” of Scott’s' Waverley tale. The statement 
that one-eighth of the colony’s income is disbursed for edu- 
cation is most notable, though we could wish more of it had 
been spent in teaching ex-Governor Wolcott’s son to spell: 
to be sure, it is less than £500, but the colony’s entire reve- 
nue is only about £4000, which is eloquent of this day and 
province of very small things, and must never be forgotten 
in criticising colonial action either in business or politics. 
The boundary dispute with Massachusetts, involving four 
northern towns of Connecticut, and very valuable towns, is 
made a careful charge to the new agent, Jared Ingersoll, 
who takes Richard Partridge’s place: we shall meet him 
later in our history as the woeful incumbent of the stamp 
commissioner’s place, and forced to resign it in fear and 
humiliation. The ancient Mohegan case reappears once 
like a ghost of buried history: the lands needed for the 
brimming white families have not all passed from the 
tenancy of the 1000 Indians stated to be still in Connecticut ; 
and there is no way now, and perhaps was not then, of 
deciding where the balance lay of need, use, or right. The 
petty and sordid squabble over fees for holding church ser- 
vices is best let pass with Lecky’s just reflection, that 
religion is unfairly discredited because the outside machinery 
is nearly all that is in evidence, and also contains the most 
of the offensive wordly side; the mass of pure, sweet, and 
self-denying lives it inspires leaving no record behind. The 
large space unavoidably given to the grimy case of the 
Spanish merchant vessel laid up and looted at New London, 
which drove Fitch’s predecessor from office and takes up 
much of his titular volume (preceding this), has neither 
pleasure nor instruction; and may be read, if at all, on the 
same ground as Sterne’s travelers went from Calais to Paris 
by way of Beauvais. The same may be said of the stroke of 
business by which the owner of a ‘‘chair” or gig tries to 
sell it to the government. 

We may end on a more serious note, by giving the 
attention it deserves to the action of Jamaica in 1757: a fore- 
cast of the widespread revolt of the colonies against outside 
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management, which was ultimately to transform not only 
the British empire, the most liberal and conscientious of all 
colonizing powers, but the political face of civilization. 
That assembly not only votes its\taxes, but also votes what 
shall be done with them, ignoring wholly the royal officials 
and authority. These protest, and so pass off our film, on 
which it is but chance that they are taken; but the principle 
of their action was that of ours, in fact if not in form. 

This volume closes in the midst of the ‘‘new deal” in 
English military management, which the next year is to 
reduce Quebec, and make the formal settlement a foregone 
conclusion, That and the first revolt will have place in the 
remaining volume of the Fitch Papers, and we reserve 
further comment until then. 
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SKETCH OF THOMAS FITCH. 


The fourteenth governor of the Colony of Connecticut 
was Thomas Fitch, the fourth in direct descent in this 
country to bear that name. He was born in Norwalk about 
the year 1700, and was a lifelong resident of that town. 
His great-grandfather Fitch, the immigrant, one of the 
founders of the town of Norwalk, was the son of Thomas 
of Bocking, county Essex, England. It may have been due 
to the influence of the Norwalk minister, Rev. Stephen 
Buckingham—himself a graduate of Harvard, but son of 
Rev. Thomas Buckingham, one of the founders of Yale— 
that the young man entered Yale College. He was gradu- 
ated in 1721, his name standing eighth in order of arrange- 
ment by precedence in a class of fourteen. He was later 
advanced to the Master’s degree. While he was a student 
there, a religious revolution occurred at the College, as a 
result of which the Rector, one of the tutors, and two 
neighboring ministers, embraced the Episcopal persuasion. 
Fitch at this time acquired ‘‘somewhat of a fondness for”’ 
and ‘‘had a favourable opinion, of some of the doctrines, 
that are propagated, by some divines of that persuasion.” 
That he continued his religious studies, and that he was 
looked upon as sound in the Congregational faith of the 
fathers, is evident from the fact that after the dismissal of 
Mr. Buckingham in February 1726, he occasionally served 
as a supply in the vacant pulpit of his home town, for which 
service the town voted him thirty shillings per Sunday. 
That religious matters were not driven from Fitch’s mind 
during the busy times of his later years is shown in the 
publication by him, in 1765, of ‘‘An | Explanation | of | Say- 
Brook Platform; | or, | the Principles of the Consociated 
Churches | in the Colony of Connecticut: | collected from 
their plan of union. | By One that heartily desires the 
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Order, Peace and purity of these | Churches.’”* This tract, 
as well as one previously published by Governor Roger 
Wolcott, was in opposition to the power of the Saybrook 
Platform, and tended to hasten it$ decline. 

At the time that he was supplying the pulpit, he re- 
ceived his first introduction into public civic life by his 
election as one of the deputies, or representatives from his 
town to the session of the General Assembly of May 1726. 
Further elections followed to the sessions of May 1727, 
May 1729 and May 1730. He was also appointed one of the 
Justices of the Peace annually from 1727 to 1732, and in 
1736. 

Fitch’s name first appears in the autumn of 1730 in the 
list of those placed in formal nomination for election the 
following spring to the offices of governor, deputy-governor 
and assistants. Twenty were nominated, of whom only 
fourteen were elected, leaving each year six disappointed 
nominees who had failed to receive sufficient votes for their 
election. In making up the list of nominations the six, or 
sometimes more than that, who had not already been elected 
in previous years were placed at the foot of the list, and 
arranged according to the number of votes they had re- 
ceived for nomination. Thus the placing of Fitch as seven- 
teenth on the list of nominees in 1730 indicates that sixteen 
had received more and three had received fewer votes than 
he. After a nominee had achieved election as an assistant, 
his name was usually arranged according to the length of 
time he had served rather than according to the number of 
votes he received. At the next nomination, in the autumn of 
1731, Fitch moved up one place, and again one place in 1732; 
but in 1733 the popularity of his future successor in office, 
William Pitkin, caused him to fall back one place, to the 
sixteenth position. In the spring of 1734 two of the former 
assistants failed of re-election, and in consequence the two 
who stood fifteenth and sixteenth in the nomination were 
elected to the thirteenth and fourteenth positions, making 
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Fitch an assistant, the lowest in the list. He was re-elected 
in 1735; but although placed in nomination he failed of 
election in 1736, 1737, 1738 and 1739—Roger Newton, who 
had been next below him, winning over him, as did also 
Benjamin Silliman in 1739. Three of the assistants failed 
of re-election in 1740, and Fitch was again elected, being 
placed twelfth in order of arrangement. From this time 
until May 1766 he was continuously in office as assistant, 
deputy-governor or governor. He rose steadily although 
gradually as an assistant, until in the nomination of October 
1750, through the death of three and failure of re-election of 
two above him, he had attained the sixth position in the 
list of nominees. Governor Jonathan Law died on the sixth 
of November following, and on the twenty first the General 
Assembly was called together in special session to fill the 
vacancy. Deputy Governor Roger Wolcott was elected gov- 
ernor, and to fill the vacancy caused by such election, ‘‘This 
Assembly do elect the Honorable Thomas Fitch, Esq’, to be 
Deputy Governor of this Colony until the election in May 
next.” This choice advanced Fitch from sixth to second 
position in the order of arrangement of the magistracy; 
jumping him over the heads of James Wadsworth, who had 
been an assistant since 1718 and might have been considered 
the logical candidate for the deputy-governorship, and of 
Samuel Lynde and William Pitkin, who had been assist- 
ants since 1730 and 1734 respectively. This unusual ad- 
vancement and election shows the esteem in which he was 
held by his fellow-members of the General Assembly. He 
was continued in the office of deputy-governor until the 
election of May 1754, when he was elected governor, de- 
feating Roger Wolcott, the previous governor and the 
nominee for re-election, Wolcott’s defeat was due to popu- 
lar misjudgment of his actions in the case of the Spanish 
boat which had put into New London harbor in distress; 
and on calmer judgment by the people he came near to a 
re-election the following year. Fitch was continued in the 
office of governor by successive elections until May 1766, 
when, although the candidate, he failed of election because 
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of his action in relation to the enforcement of the Stamp Act. 
He was continued in nomination for the magistracy for the 
next eight years, appearing on the list for the Jast time in 
October 1773, the autumn before’ his death; but each time 
failed of election as an assistant, although in two of the 
years his name stood fourteenth on the list and his election 
was to have been expected. After his defeat for the gov- 
ernorship he lived a retired life at his home, and employed 
his time chiefly in reading. At the time of his election to 
the deputy-governorship in November 1750, Fitch was also 
appointed Chief Judge of the Superior courts in the colony, 
and was continued in that position by successive appoint- 
ments until his election to the governorship in May 1754. 

Upon the representation of Thomas Fitch and two 
associates in October 1740, shewing their desire of under- 
taking to convert the iron wrought in this country into good 
steel, the General Assembly granted to them ‘‘the whole 
and sole liberty and priviledge of making, manufacturing 
and converting iron into good steel, within the bounds and 
limits of this Colony, for and during the full term and time 
of fifteen years next after this Assembly.” This grant was 
conditioned upon their performing said work within two 
years and thereafter making at least half a ton of steel during 
each year. Three years later the three undertakers again 
memorialized the Assembly, stating that the death of Rey- 
erend Timothy Woodbridge, on whose skill they principally 
depended, had retarded the work, and praying for a renewal 
of their grant. _ Upon which the Assembly revived and re- 
newed their grant for the remainder of the fifteen years and 
allowed them one year for the making of their experiments. 
The manufacture of steel in the Colony appears to have 
been considered a matter of much importance; for on one 
previous occasion, in 1728, the Assembly had granted the 
sole right of its manufacture for ten years to two persons, 
Doctor Samuel Higley of Simsbury, who claimed to have 
been the first person in America ‘to convert, change or 
transmute, common iron into good steel,” and his associate 
Joseph Dewey. 
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Governor Fitch was by profession an attorney, ‘‘and the 
study and practice of the law, was his principal business in 
life.” He attained such eminence in his profession that the 
first President Dwight of Yale described him as ‘‘ probably 
the most learned lawyer who had ever been an inhabitant of 
the Colony.” In May 1730 he was appointed a member of 
the committee to draw up the answers to be sent to the 
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations in reply to their 
queries about Connecticut. He was one of the committee 
of five appointed to represent the Colony before the Com- 
missioner’s Court at Norwich in the trial of the famous 
Mohegan case in 1738, and again in 1742 and 1743; and the 
sum voted him for his services in this matter, 4144 3 11, 
old tenor, being much in excess of the amount voted to any 
other member, indicates that he was the foremost member 
of the committee. He was a member of the committee 
chosen in August 1745, after the fall of Louisbourg to draw 
up a ‘‘representation, address and humble request,” which 
was forwarded to the king, setting forth the part taken by 
the colony in that great enterprise and asking repayment 
by the Crown of the expense borne by the colony. A 
French snow having been brought into the port of New 
London as a prize of war, Fitch was appointed in May 1748 
to bring forward the trial of the boat and her cargo, and to 
make disposition of any share of the same adjudged to be- 
long to the government. The boundary line between Con- 
necticut and Massachusetts being still a subject of contro- 
versy, and to guard against a surprise from any method that 
might be pursued by Massachisetts, Connecticut in May 
1750 appointed Fitch, desiring the governor to assist him, 
to which committee Phineas Lyman was later added, ‘‘to 
state the case and prepare the evidence relating to the divi- 
sional line” between the two colonies. This evidence was 
ordered sent to the colony’s agent in Great Britain. The 
importance of these committees to which Fitch was ap- 
pointed shows the confidence in his legal ability which was 
held by his associates in the General Assembly. Colonel 
Andrew Burr, an attorney of Fairfield, is said to have been 
Fitch’s law partner. 
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Fitch served as a member of sundry other committees. 
In October 1736, to expend not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty pounds to secure the return from Canada of the wife 
and children of John Carter, evidently held prisoners there. 
He was added to the Committee of War for New Haven 
county in May 1746; and at the same session of the Assem- 
bly was appointed on the general Committee of War of the 
colony, consisting of three members, to meet and act with 
similar committees from other colonies ‘‘to concert meas- 
ures for our mutual security, defence and conduct during 
the present war.” Acting in this capacity he, accompanied 
by Captain Benjamin Hall, attended the Congress held in 
New York in September of the following year. His last 
appearance upon a legislative committee was his appoint- 
ment in May 1769 to consider a complaint made by the min- 
ister of Canaan about his salary. 

The statute laws of Connecticut had been revised and 
printed in 1702, with a further compilation and reprinting 
in 1715 Since the revision a body of session laws had been 
enacted and printed which comprised three and one half 
times as many pages as the revision itself; when at its ses- 
sion in May 1742 the General Assembly appointed a revision 
committee composed of Roger Wolcott, the deputy governor, 
and Thomas Fitch and Jonathan Trumble two of the assist- 
ants. This committee was given ‘‘full power to inspect 
the laws made and passed by this Assembly, and the same 
to revise and put into a form fit for the press.” Particular 
instruction was given that the ‘‘committee shall make no 
alteration in those laws and acts that relate to the freeholds 
of his Majesty’s subjects of this Colony;” but their work 
was to be confined to civil and criminal matters and the 
government of his Majesty’s subjects here. This act for 
revision was repeated the following session, October 1742, 
and the committee was directed to report in May or October 
next following. Apparently the committee did a little 
work, as a small grant to Wolcott for his service indicates; 
but soon discontinued their labors. The next heard of the 
proposed revision was in May 1744, when Thomas Fitch 
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alone was appointed for the purpose by an act similar in its 
provisions and wording to the former acts, and was directed 
to report to the session of the following October. Instead, it 
was not until five years later, in May 1749, that ‘‘the new 
Revision of the Laws, made by Mr. Fitch” was considered 
and adopted by the Assembly. The manuscript of the re- 
vision was then placed in the hands of Jeremiah Miller, one of 
the deputies from New London, who was instructed to carry 
it to the printer, Timothy Green of New London, take care 
of it and correct the press, see the same well and truly done 
and return the original to the Secretary. While the work of 
revision was in progress Fitch received a grant of £100, old 
tenor, and upon its completion and acceptance a further 
grant of £195 11s, new tenor, for his service ‘‘in revising 
the laws, transcribing the same, and entertaining the com- 
mittee.’ He had been assisted in the work by Ebenezer 
Silliman, Andrew Burr and Captain Robert Walker, to each 
of whom a grant of £81, old tenor, was made; but the re- 
sponsibility and credit for the revision belong to Fitch alone. 
The copy of the edition of 1715 with its added laws of later 
sessions, which was used in making the new revision, has 
been examined by the writer, and shows the care used in 
the work. On the margin against each paragraph, or some- 
times against portions of paragraphs, is either written or 
indicated by certain check marks the disposition to be made 
of it. The first printed copies of the new revision, a small 
folio of 256 pages of text with six preliminary leaves, dated 
1750, were not laid before the Assembly until October 1750, 
the difficulty of procuring paper and the size of the work 
having caused delay; and the printing and binding of the 
1106 copies ordered appears not to have been completed 
until the latter half of 1753. 

The colony desiring to send an agent to England to 
obtain a reimbursement of the expenses of the expedition 
against Cape Breton, made first choice, in October 1745, of 
Thomas Fitch for that appointment. He, after deliberately 
considering the circumstances of himself and family and 
the state of his business, declined the appointment, as did 
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also the second choice, Colonel John Bulkeley. Whereupon 
Deputy Governor Wolcott wrote: ‘‘I wish they had Less 
witt or more Courage if the former we should not have 
Chose them if the Latter they Woud have gone.” 
Undoubtedly Fitch’s most important work as governor 
of Connecticut was in successfully guiding the colony 
through the dark and trying days of the French and Indian 
War. Beginning the year after his election to the govern- 
orship, and continuing through seven years, this war laid 
an exceedingly heavy burden on the people. There were 
annual calls from the Home Government for the enlistment 
of men for the summer campaigns and the winter scouting 
service against the enemy, to an extent that seems out of 
proportion to the colony’s abilities. Before peace was con- 
cluded probably 15,000 persons, the names of more than 
14,000 of whom have been preserved, had been in service, 
many of them during several campaigns; and this out of a 
total population, in 1756, of 130,611. This was a drain on 
the man power of Connecticut that probably has never been 
equaled. The financial strain was correspondingly great. 
The colony was obliged to bear the expense of levy- 
ing, clothing and paying its troops; and this in a country 
where coin was so uncommon as to be almost a curiosity. 
To meet these heavy obligations, resort was had to the 
issuance of bills of credit in large amounts and at frequent 
intervals. These, with the interest that they bore, at the 
rate of five per cent per annum, were to be redeemed by 
taxes payable at a later date, which were especially laid for 
the purpose, usually at the time of the issuance of the bills. 
A total of more than 4350,000, lawful money, of these bills 
was issued during the period of Fitch’s governorship. Had 
it not been for the grants made by the Home Government 
to reimburse the colony for the expenses of the war, Con- 
necticut must have become financially impoverished and 
bankrupt. This bringing in of considerable quantities of 
gold and silver money of European coinage, coupled with 
the sale of bills of exchange on England for considerable 
amounts, not only enabled the colony to redeem its bills as 
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they became due; but must have given a wonderful impetus 
to trade and local commerce. 

A word about the salary or grants received by Fitch 
from the colony. As deputy-governor he received £65, 
new tenor, for the half year to May 1751; £130, new tenor, 
in 1751; £143, new tenor, in 1752, and £66, lawful money, 
in 1753. As governor he received £132, lawful money, in 
1754, with the addition in March following of £20, lawful 
money, to be paid in the new emitted bills of credit, for ex- 
traordinary services. The following year, 1755, he received 
the same salary grant, the first half year’s portion being 
in proclamation money and the second in bills of credit, 
also £50 additional in bills of credit for extraordinary 
services. From this time the salary and special grants 
varied somewhat from year to year, usually with an up- 
ward tendency, until by October 1760 the salary with the 
special grant, which a year and a half later were merged 
into one regular salary, became fixed at £300 annually. For 
his care and service relative to the colony’s money in the 
hands of agent Partridge and for drawing bills of exchange 
on said agent, Fitch received a grant of £40 from the 
Assembly in May 1759. 

The ‘‘Stamp Act,” so called, was the stumbling block 
which caused Fitch’s downfall from his position as gov- 
ernor of the colony. When the passage of such a bill was 
broached in England, Connecticut, as well as the other 
American colonies, was much exercised over the prospect. 
In consequence, the General Assembly in May 1764 ap- 
pointed a committee of three to assist the governor to take , 
the matter into consideration and ‘‘to collect and assign 
some general as also some more special reasons and objec- 
tions” against the passage of such a bill. Their report, 
submitted to the Assembly the following October, was in 
the form of a printed pamphlet, the authorship of which is 
accredited to Governor Fitch, entitled ‘‘Reasons | why | The 
British Colonies, | in | America, | Should not be charged 
with | Internal Taxes, | By Authority of | Parliament; | 
Humbly offered, | For Consideration, | In Behalf of the 
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Colony of | Connecticut.”* He was desired to prepare ‘‘an 
humble and earnest Address to the Parliament of Great 
Britain” which, with the printed Reasons, was to be trans- 
mitted to the colony’s agent fot presentation before Parlia- 
ment. When the obnoxious Stamp Act was finally adopted 
it contained the following direction: ‘‘ That all the present 
Governors or Commanders in chief of any British Colony or 
Plantation, shall, before the said First Day of November, 
One thousand seven hundred and sixty five,...... take a 
solemn Oath to do their utmost, that all and every the 
clauses contained in this present Act be punctually and 
bona fide observed, according to the true Intent and Mean- 
ing thereof, so far as appertains unto the said Governors or 
Commanders in chief respectively.” The penalty for non- 
compliance with this was removal from office and a fine of 
one thousand pounds. The governor pondered long and no 
doubt seriously over the situation which here confronted 
him. The people of the colony were, perhaps to a man, 
sternly opposed to the Stamp Act; while the governor had, 
at each annual election, taken the oath already required by 
previous Acts of Parliament to support the trade and navi- 
gation laws, which, by implication at least, bound him to 
yield full obedience to the requirements of King and Parli- 
ament. So that the taking of the newly required oath 
would be but an amplification for a specific purpose of an 
oath which he had already taken. He waited until the fore- 
noon of October 29, two days before the expiration of the 
time limit, and then, calling his Council or House of Assist- 
ants together, he announced that he was ready to take the 
required oath “Long discussion followed, and it was not 
until afternoon that the oath was finally taken. Only four 
of the Council, one more than the necessary number, took 
any part in its administration: Deputy-Governor William 
Pitkin and the other seven members,+ for it is reasonable 
to presume that all were present, withdrawing from the 





*1t forms a pamphlet of 39 pages, small octavo in size, printed in fours, with 
the imprint New-Haven: | Printed by B. Mecom. M,DCC,LXIV. 


+ Daniel Edwards, one of the members, had died September 6, 
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Council Chamber that they might not even witness the 
ceremony. Eliphalet Dyer writes; ‘‘that when the oppo- 
nents of which I was one arose to leave the room, I was ye 
only one that then made a public Declaration to Govr & 
Councell that it was an oath in my opinion Contrary to ye 
oath the Govt & Councill had before taken to Maintain ye 
rights &c of ye Colony; that it was an oath I my Self could 
not in Conscience take neither could I be aiding advising or 
Assisting therein.” 

Although the governor was never called on to enforce 
the Stamp Act, the fact of his having taken the oath pre- 
judiced the people against him. He previously had been 
again formally placed in nomination, and in March 1766 he 
issued anonymously a pamphlet in defence of his action, 
entitled ‘‘Some Reasons | that influenced | The Governor | 
to take, and | The Councillors | toadministor | The Oath, | 
Required by the Act of Parliament; commonly | called the 
Stamp Act. | Humbly submitted to the Consideration of the 
Publick. | Mpccixvi.* He did not, however, regain the 
good will of the people, and failed to be re-elected governor 
by the votes of the freemen in April 1766. In October 1772 
he represented Norwalk in the General Assembly; his last 
appearance in official public life. 

Moses Dickinson, pastor of the First church in Nor- 
walk, delivered a sermon at Fitch’s funeral from which 
something may be gleaned of his character. It states 
that Fitch was a religious man and an ornament to the re- 
ligion that he professed, that he kept up family religion, 
that he was a strict observer of the Lord’s day and steadily 
attended upon public worship and upon all the ordinances 
of religion. In the ‘‘principal posts of government” which 
he was called to fill, he served with wisdom, fidelity, justice 
and impartiality. As judge he had ‘‘an happy talent” in 
summing up the evidence and in committing a cause to the 
jury. His defeat for the governorship is said to have been 
‘*to the great grief, of a great part of the colony. He bore 


*It is a small octavo of r4 pages followed by a blank leaf, printed in fours, 
with the imprint Hartford: | Printed and sold by Thomas Green. 
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his dismission, with great patience, and resignation. I 
never heard him complain, of the ingratitude, or injustice 
of the people, in their conduct toward him.” The eulogy 
closes by saying: ‘‘He had beén an honour to this colony; 
and more especially, to this town, the place of his birth and 
residence; and his death has made an awful breach in this 
church, and society.” 

Of Fitch’s personality we know very little. There is 
not even a tradition as to his looks or bearing, and nothing 
as to individual traits beyond what is found in the sermon 
at his funeral, what appears on his tombstone and what 
may be gleaned from his official acts and writings. We may 
infer that he was a man of independent judgment, stead- 
fastly pursuing the course of action which he believed to be 
correct; that he cared little for popular commendation or 
applause, but sought only the approval of his own mind 
and conscience; that he was reserved and not given to open 
discussion of his plans of action, and perhaps not even of 
his opinions; that he was a diligent worker, with a prefer- 
ence for performing his official tasks personally rather than 
delegating them to others, and that his reasoning in legal 
matters at least was sound. 

Governor Thomas Fitch was the son of Thomas Fitch 
and his first wife Sarah, whose maiden name has not been 
discovered. He was born, as shown by his age at the time 
of his death, in 1700. On September 4, 1724, he married 
Hannah, eldest daughter of Richard and Hannah (Miles) 
Hall, of New Haven. She died in August 1779 in her 78th 
year.* Governor Fitch died July 18, 1774, after a month’s 
illness, at the age of 74.* The table monument erected to 
his memory bears the following inscription.** The Honor- 
able Thomas Fitch, Esq., | Gov. of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, | Eminent and distinguished among mortals | for great 
abilities, large acquirements, and a | virtuous character; | 





* Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College, by Franklin B. 
Dexter. 


** Ancient Historical Records of Norwalk, Conn., by Edwin Hall. His age 
as here given is undoubtedly an error, probably of the copyist. 
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a clear, strong, sedate mind, | and an accurate, extensive 
acquaintance | with law and civil government; | a happy 
talent of presiding, | close application and strict fidelity, | 
in the discharge of important trusts, | no less than | for his 
employments by the voice of the people | in the chief offices 
of State, | and at the head of the Colony. | Having served 
his generation by the will of God, | fell asleep July 18, Anno 
Domini 1774, | in the 78th year of his age, 

Authorities differ as to the governor’s family. Dexter* 
says he had five sons and three daughters, of whom four 
sons and two daughters survived him. Selleck+ names 
nine children. The inscriptions in Norwalk{ record the 
death of a child not mentioned by Selleck. Apparently the 
list of his children is as follows: 

Thomas, born August 12, 1725; was graduated from 
Yale in 1746; died January 16, 1795, leaving descendants. 

Jonathan, born April 12, 1727, was graduated from Yale 
in 1748; died September 12, 1793, leaving descendants. 

Ebenezer, born February 25, 1729; married Lydia Mills; 
died February 23, 1762. 

Hannah, born April 10, 1731; died August 24, 1744. 

Mary, born September 20, 1733; married a Thatcher ; 
left descendants. 

Timothy, born in 1735; married Esther Platt; died Sep- 
tember 18, 1802, leaving descendants, 

Hezekiah, married September 21, 1767, Jerusha Burr of 
Fairfield. 

Elizabeth, born in 1739; married Andrew Rowland of 
Fairfield. 

Esther, died unmarried March 12, 1771, in her 30th 
year. 

Giles, died in April 1747 in his 2d year. 


* Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College, by Franklin B. 
Dexter. 


+ Norwalk by Charles M. Selleck. 


tA Complete Copy of the Inscriptions ...... tn Norwalk, by David H. Van 
Hoosear. 


D 





FITCH PAPERS. 


BENNING WENTWORTH TO ROGER WOLCOTT. 


PortsmMoutTH 15th May 1754 
Sar, 
Mr Blake the bearer hereof haveing Acquainted me that 
The Kings Commission appointing me Surveyor General of 
His Majestys Woods in North America, which I formerly 
transmitted to be recorded in your Government, met with an 
Accident, by which means, some part thereof was intirely 
lost, & some other parts were not legible, for these reasons 
& that His Majestys Service might not Suffer within the 
Limits of your Honours Government, I have thought it 
Necessary to Send a Second Copy, duly Authenticated, weh 
said Blake will Exhibit to your Honour, and I must desire ° 
that you will give Immediate orders, that it may be recorded 
in your Secretarys office, that no prejudice may arise to 
His Majestys Service for want thereof. 

Mr Blake makes heavy Complaints of the Interuption 
he meets with in the Execution of His office, which so far 
as they are founded upon truth, I am hopeing your Honour 
will redress, & that your Civil & Military officers may 
receive your Commands to be aiding & assisting to him the 
said Blake in the legal Execution of his Employment, which 
will be highly Acceptable to me, and is what the King has 
enjoynd on all His Governors. 

Among other things which Blake Complains of, he 
informs me, that while he was in the Execution of His 
office, one Daniel Whitmore of Middletown threw him into 
a Mill pond, whereby his life was much endangered, & he 
otherwise disabled there by from persueing the Kings 
business, I must therefore rely on Your Honours giveing 
Mr Blake due Countenance in Carrying on a prosecution 
against the said Daniel Whitmore, Intending to Carry this 
indignity to the Kings Authority through the Law in your 
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Colony, & then to Appeal to His Majesty, if I have not 
Ample Satisfaction made in Your Courts. 

These difficulties, & obstructions have made it Neces- 
sary for me to Apply for Establishing a Court of Vice. 
Admiralty in the Colony of Conneticut, that His Majestys 
Service may meet with no delays, as has been the Case 
heretofore, whereby many trespassers on the Kings woods 
have escaped being brought to Justice. I am with great 


respect. ' 
Sir Your Honours most obedient 


& humle Servant 
B WENTWORTH 
I must desire Your favour in giveing the Necessary 
orders for Swearing Mr Blake, and Mt Hezekiah Sumner, 
who likewise is appointed an Assistant to me in takeing Care 


of the Kings woods 
B WENTWORTH 


The Honble Rocer Wotcor Esqt 
[Indorsed by Fitch] Letter from Govt Wentworth 15th 
May 1754. Recd 26th 


COMMISSION TO HEZEKIAH SUMNER. 


Province of New Hampshire 


wee Benning Wentworth Esqr Surveyor 
Generall of his Majesties Woods in North 
America. 


To Hezekiah Sumner Greeting. 

I Do hereby Constitute and appoint you ye Said Heze- 
kiah Sumner of Middletown in the Colony of Connecticutt 
in New England to be an assistant to me in Taking Care of 
his Majesties woods within ye Said Colony of Connecticutt, 
hereby Giveing Unto you ye Said Hezekiah Sumner full 
Power & authority to Mark & Seize all White Pine Loggs 
Masts or Other Species of Lumber that you Can Prove to 
be Cut & Taken Out of his Majesties Woods Either in ye 
Goverment of New york New Hampshire, the Province of 
y® Massachusetts Bay or ye Colony of Connecticutt being 
found Within the Limits of ye Said Colony of Connecticutt, 
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And ye Masts, Loggs & Other Lumber being So Seized and 
Marked by you With ye Broad Arrow, you are to file an 
Information against, in ye Court of Vice:Admiralty in My 
Name, Giveing me Notice thereof from time to time, as 
Occasion Shall offer, And for a Reward for your Service 
herein I Shall Cause a Reasonable allowance to be Made 
you Out of Such Loggs Masts & Other Timb that you 
Seize for his Majesties Use as above When Condemnation 

Given at Portsmouth Under my hand & Seal May 15th 


1754. 
B: WENTWORTH 


[Indorsed] Copy of Hez. Sumners Deputation from Suvor 
General 


JAMES DELANCEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 
New York 17th May 1754. 

Sir 

I lately received from Governor Hamilton, a Letter by 
Express, which brought me an Account that the French on 
the 16th Ulte, obliged Mt Ward who commanded a small 
Fort on the Ohio, to surrender it, and retire to the Settle- 
ments: their Force consisted of upwards of 1000 Men, and 
eighteen pieces of Artillery: As the Assembly of your 
Colony are now sitting, I thought it the more necessary to 
give you this Intelligence, that it may be used as an Argu- 
ment to bring them into a Complyance with his Majesty’s 
Commands for a mutual Assistance in Case his Colonies 
should be attacked. I inclose you a Copy of the French 
officer’s Summons. 

The time appointed for the Interview at Albany is the 
14 of next Month: and I hope for the Assistance of Com- 
missioners from your Government instructed on the Points 
mentioned in the inclosed Copy of my Letter to Mr Wool- 
cott of the 224 of April: and that if Commissioners are not 
already appointed your Honour will endeavorr to bring 
your Assembly into the Expence of this necessary Measure. 


J am 
Sir Your most obedient & most 


humble Servant 
JAMES DeLANCEY 
Governor of Connecticut, 
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[In his letter to Wolcott of Aug. 18, 1754, Partridge 
speaks of having last written him on the twentieth of the 
previous May. No indication of the contents of the letter 
is given; but as Partridge could not have known that Wol- 
cott had failed of re-election to the governorship, it is a 
reasonable presumption that the letter dealt with public 
affairs. | 


MATTHEW GRAVES TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON. 


My Lord 

The true Reason, why I answer'd not Your Letter long 
ago, was, because I waited for ye Opportunity of ye Rev4 
Doctor Macsparran; who, perhaps, may raze out of your 
Mind some of those Apprehensions, You have conceiv’d of 
my Temper, particularly my Allegations against Mr Colton. 
Tho de mortuis & absentibus nil nisi bonum; yet self De- 
fence, & to endeavour ye Restoration of my Character, is 
both necessary & just. That I wrote nothing but ye Truth 
about Mr Colton, I appeal to ye Searcher of Hearts, before 
whom I shall be justify’d for all yt I then wrote at ye last 
Day. I hope I may be permitted to say, yt ye Affidavits 
deliver’d with this are a more corroborating Evidence of 
my Assertions, than anything yt has yet appear’d in Mr 
Colton’s Favour of his Innocence. I cou’d mention one, 
perhaps ye Principal of his Recommenders, who before now 
did not only himself, but persuaded others also to certify 
for ye Morality of one of ye most profane & openly dissolute 
Men in ye Age. His Name was Prince, not unknown to ye 
Bearer. Whatever Your Lordship may conclude of me, I 
presume to say, yt I am better pleas’d to have suffer’d Your 
Censure innocently by declaring necessary Truths, than ye 
Reflections of a guilty Conscience, by concealing them. 
Let me lay before you a certain Truth, knowing yt I only 
oppos’d or rather durst oppose Mr Colton’s Views, & believ- 
ing ye Recommendation of many wou’d prevail against ye 
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Objections of one, I tho’t of yt sorrowful Man of God, who, 
y® Night before Arius’s design’d Consecration, fasted & 
pray’d, yt yt grand Heretick might be disappointed; accord- 
ingly I often pour’d out my Soul to ye Almighty, humbly 
beseeching him either to prevent his Ordination, or bless 
him with a new Heart & pious Soul. I believe my Prayers 
were heard, & hope he dy’d in ye Love of God. If my 
Expressions were, as Your Lordship observes, too passion- 
ate; yet as they were not founded on Prejudice, but on ye 
Glory of God, & true Zeal (according to Knowledge) for his 
Church, I hope they are not to be accounted blameable. 
‘Tis possible one may right, & several wrong about ye same 
Matter. Had Your Lordship demanded other Reason than 
my own, I wou’d readily have produc’d them. But alas! I 
was not only censur’d by my Diocesan, but Your Letter to 
Doctor Johnson, condemning my Objections against Mr. 
Colton, publickly read, & I publickly expos’d at ye Com- 
mencement in this Colony. But I suffer all for ye Sake of 
Christ, whose Church’s Glory & Credit was my sole Aim; as 
to deliver my Sentiments then was my particular Province, 
he officiating in my Parish without my Leave & against ye 
Rubricks & Canons of ye Church. Had I permitted Lay- 
readers to have been fix’d by Law in vacant Parishes in this 
Colony, I had not incurr'd Doctor Johnson’s Censure & yt of 
his Adherents. Let Doctor Macsparran tell ye whole Story; 
& I pray God yt he may tell you ye whole Truth of my 
Life, Doctrine & Conversation here since I left England; & 
then, possibly, you may conceive a more favourable Opinion 
of him, who as he will, by ye best Application of his Powers, 
a conscientious Discharge of Duty, & an unshakeable Per- 
severance in Integrity, endeavour to approve himself wor- 
thy ye Notice & Love of his Diocesan & ye Religious Soci- 
ety; so particularly of the Euge of ye Great Bishop & Saviour 
of Souls, whose Servant I am, & in whose Vineyard I'll 
work faithfully & diligently, whilst his Mercy & Goodness 
are pleas’d to employ me. 

I hope your Lordship will throw a Vail of Charity over 
y® Plainness of my Style. I have had ye Honour to serve in 
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ye Church of Christ many Years, & to be personally ac- 
quainted with some Bishops, now with God, who, were they 
alive, wou’d have prevented my Apology, & restor’d my 
Character. However, Submissién is my duty, & I trust my 
Sovereign Lord & Master will continue his Assistance, and 
multiply his Grace upon, 
My Lord Your Lordship’s 
most obedient Servant, 
most dutiful Son, tho’ 
unworthy Minister of 
Jesus Christ 
MATT GRAVES 
New Lonpon May 2zogth 1754 
P. S Yr Lordship’s Letter was open’d & publickly 
known, before I received it 
[Superscribed] Tothe Rt Rev4the Lord Bishop of London. 
[Indorsed] 29 May 1754 Mt Graves’s Letter brought by Dr 
Macsparran 


REUBEN HUTCHINSON’S TESTIMONY. 


I Ruben Hutchinson of Hebron in the Coloney of Con- 
ecticut in New England of Lawfull age Do Testifie and Say 
that Mr Jonathan Colton who was our Lay Reader in the 
Church at Said Hebron Some Time on or about the Year 
1750 and at Sundry other times, while He Lived in S4 Hebron 
the said Mt Colton Tryed to perswad me Not to Hear the 
Rev4 Mr Graves preach when he Came from New London 
to Hebron & Said Colton Told me that He wondered I 
went to Hear Said Mt Graves & Told me mt Graves Had 
no Business at Hebron more than an indian and was not fit 
to preach nor to bea minister & Deserv’d to Have his Head 
Broke for going into Hebron Church & if He Saw Mr Graves 
their again he would brake His head out Doors & 
Some time in the Year 1751 as I Remember the Said mr 
Colton Talk of going to England for Holy Orders He asked 
me with some others to Sign a bond Conditioned to pay him 
thirty pounds Sterling pt Year as a Title to introduce Him 
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into Orders I being Something Loath the Said Colton & 
mf punderson and Ebenezer Horton Told me it Should Do 
me no Hurt, & Said Mr Colton & said Houghton Told me 
that the Bond Should be so Discharged that no money 
Should be Recovered By it & that if mt Colton Returned 
with orders the Bond Should be given up & Mr Colton 
would Depend upon the Law of this Colony for Rates in 
another form. So being over perswaded I Signed Said 
bond & thought it no more then a formal thing to introduce 
Said Mr Colton into orders and Supose those men that 
Signed Said bond with me obtained a Discharge of Mr 
Colton Touching the bond At the time it was Delivered 
&ce HEBRON April the fourth 1754 
REUBEN HUTCHISSON 

Coventry Windham County sstt april ye 4th A D 1754 
then the above Named Ruben Hutchison personaly apeared 
and made oath to the Truth of the above written Before 
me 

Sitas Lone Justice of ye peace 

[Indorsed] This Evidence was was Taken and Seal@d up #r 

me Silas Long Justice of ye peace 


JOHN BLISS’ TESTIMONY. 


I John Bliss of Hebron in the County of Hartford and 
Coloney of Conecticut of Lawfull age Do Testifie and Say 
that I paid mt Jonathan Colton Late of said Hebron the 
Summ of Nine pounds and Twelve Shillings old Tenor in- 
terest for the Use of thurty pounds money old Tenor about 
Six months which Said Sum or interest I was obliged te 
pay By Vertue of a Deed or Bond Drawn by Said Colton 
Whereby He fraudulently Designed to Have Deprived me 
of an acre and Half of Land as, may Evidently appear by a 
Coppy of the origenal and I farther Testifie and Say that 
the Bond that Hebron Church people gave s¢ mr Colton 
Conditioned to pay Him thurty pounds Sterling pt anum 
was for No other Design but to get Said Colton into Holy 
orders & was at Said Colton’s Return from England with 
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orders to Be Void to all intents and purposes this I under- 
stood by information of Some of those that Signed Said 
Bond 
Hes April ye 22n4 1754 
JOHN BLISS 

Hesron Hartford County sstt ; 

April 22n4 1754 then the above named John Bliss per- 
sonaly apeared & made Solemn Oath to the Truth of the 
above written Before me 

Joun Puetps Justice of y® peace 
[Indorsed] Evidence Taken & Sealed Up pt me John 
Phelps Justice peace 


JOHN THOMPSON’S TESTIMONY. 


I John Tompson of Hebron in the Coloney of Conecticut 
of Lawfull age Do Testifie and Say, that mt Jonathan Col- 
ton many Times while He Lived in this Town Came to me 
and Tryed to perswad me that the Reverend mt Graves was 
Unwilling that Hebron Should have a missionary and 
was Trying to Bring and keep us in the mission of New 
London for the Sake of our Rates & Told me mr Graves 
Talk4 of writing to the Society in favour of Hebron provided 
Heb" people would give Him Ten pounds Sterling pr annum 
And to Confirm me that mt Graves was an Enemy to all 
Riteousness Told me that He Had Spoken agat the King, & 
Sundry times mt Colton Desired me to write agst mt Graves 
to mt Caner & others, and then Suposing mt Colton Spoke 
True I wrote to mt Caner and Represented maters that mr 
Colton & others his favourites Had Told me of but it was 
not Long before I was Satisfied that things were misrepre- 
sented to me & I took ocation to inform mt Caner and as 
near as I could, gave Him the True State of the afare, 
whether He Rect my Leter I Cant Say for I had no Return 
from Him. But mt Colton dureing the Time He Lived in 
Hebron Took pains to insinuate into peoples minds that mr 
Graves Had no Business at Hebron which was a means to 
Set people agat Him. Some time in the year 1751 mr Col- 
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ton askd me to Sign with others a Bond Conditioned to pay 
Him thurty pounds Sterling ptannum that He might thereby 
obtain Holy orders, and I Suposing it Simondical Refused 
to Sign it. He Signified to me if I would Sign it I might 
Have a Discharge from it immediately, or if I would Sign 
it He Told me was in order for a Title that He might Have 
orders & I might keep it in my own Hands if I would give 
Him a Certificate that their was Such a bond that He might 
be introduced into Holy orders But I Told Him I would Not 
Deceave the Bishop but I was informed by Sundry that Did 
Sign Said bond that they were to Have the bond gave up at 
mt Colton’s Return from England, and I was Told by one 
of the Signers that mt punderson obtained orders by a bond 
in the Same fform that mr Colton Did, & by all I Could 
Understand by mr Colton and those that Signed s4 bond He 
Had no Expectation of their paying Him any money on 
acctt of the bond, but Depended to recover of His Hearers 
Rates by way of Colectors by Vertue of the Colony Law. 
April ye 44 A D 1754 
JNO THOMPSON 
Coventry Wiadham County sstt May Ye 4th 1754 then 
the above said Jno Thompson personaly apeared & made 
Solemn Oath to the Truth of the above written Before me 
Sitas Lone Justice of ye peace 
[Superscribed] To the Lord Bishop of London 
[Indorsed] this Evidence was Taken and Sealed Up pt me 
Silas Long Justice of ye peace 
Coventry Windham County sstt April ye 4th 1754, then 
these Evidences were Taken And Sealed Up, pt me 
Silas Long Justice of y® peace 


ROGER WOLCOTT’S MEMORIAL TO THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honourable the General Assembly sitting at 
Hartford on the second Thursday of may Annoque Domini 
1754 The Memorial of Roger Wolcott Esqr Humbly sheweth 
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That at the sessions in October last I informed the 
Assembly that I had Now prepared the Case in Controversy 
about our North Bounds and sent it to the Agent 

And that I had now Drawn\upon Dr Averie Bills of 
Exchange for all the money in his hands and sent my 
Account thereof to the agent with Instructions to settle & 
ballance the Account with the Doctor 

And that I had drawn for several Thousand pounds of 
the Money in Mr Partridges Hands. 

And I then Moved to the ey, for a Meet Reward 
for those services 

Your Comitte that drew orders upon Me for that money 
moved at the Same time for a Meet reward for that service. 
You were pleased to Allow Them Sixty pounds for their 
service but nothing was Done for me. 

Since their has been no Complaint but that my service 
in those affairs Was Done well I perswade my self that it is 
not the mind of this Assembly to make such a Difference 
between me and your other servants that while you are 
Rewarding them Honourably I must stand by and have 
Nothing but rather that this difference was because I did 
not then sett the Case in a full Light and this has led me to 
lay this Memorial before you at this Time 

The Case of the Line wasa Matter of great Importance 
and Called for an Enquiry and Carefull Inspection into 
Evidence of more than an hundred years Backward this 
oblidged me to send to Boston Rhode Island our own 
Records and Elswere for Evidence and this was repeated 
several times before I Could git what was wanted for 
having the whole case to trace on from the Begining I 
must go on from step to step as on Exhibit led me to an- 
other it Cost me some time and Thought to state the Case 
to the agent that he might know what Improvement we 
made of the Evidence when this was done I authenticated 
the Exhibits and sent the Case to the agent 

You will see that the nature of the Case will not alow 
me to give you an Account of the Time I spent in it it was 
two years under my hands in which Time I omitted no 
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Oppurtunity to inform my self and to put the Cause for- 
ward 

Governour Saltonstall was alowed for his service 1713 
out of the Treasury & had 2000 Acres of Land granted to 
him over and above and Messts Alexander & Smith for 
stating part of this Case when all the papers were Laid 
Before them were Alowed about £500 old Tenor by the 
four Towns. 

I want no recompence but what has been alowed to 
Others or what men that have been Used to such buisness 
shall shall Judge meet and this is Every mans Birthright 
by Law. 

In that other Affair I find that the Committe have 
drawn upon me for the Money sold 1o2 orders their service 
in this was the purchasser paid the purchass Money to the 
Treasurer took his Receipt and Carried it to the Secretary 
he drew an Order upon it on me and one or More of the 
Comitte Signed it in this Service the Comitte had to Exam- 
ine the Treasurers Receipt and drew and sighned an Order 
upon it the Risque they Run in it was to pay back all that 
their order Exceeded The Treasurers Receipt On these 102 
orders I have drawn 306 Bills of Exchange and more than 
210 letters of Advice so that it is apparent my service has 
been five Times as much as Theirs & it will appear my 
Risque has Been much more if we Consider 

That if my Bills exceeded the sum in Their Order to 
me I must like them pay back the overplus & if in any of 
the 102 Seets of Bills any two or more of them had been 
misnumbered that is Called the first second or Third of the 
sett such bills would have been single and Each one Drawn 
the Whole sum so if their had been but one days Difference 
in the Date and in like Manner if their had been any Differ- 
ence in the sum for Instance Suppose the Comitte had 
Drawn upon me an order for £813 7 3 and the first bill of 
the sett had been for the sum of £813 5 3 The second for 
43813 7 3 The Third for £812 7 3 these Bills would have 
been all single and Each one Drawn the Whole Sum In 
which Single Instance I should have lost Above £1600 
sterling. 
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Tis true when this Affair was put into Governour Laws 
hands their Was an Act passed to Indemnify him but this 
Could Extend no further than to Secure him from the Bills 
he Drew according to your order ‘and so Could be no Bene- 
fitt to him for as to such Bills he was as secure by the Law 
as this Act Could make him and if it should be Extended 
further that is To all Bills he should Draw under Real or 
pretended Mistakes it was Equal to Granting the Whole 
stock to him. 

I find I have Drawn upon these roz orders for the sum 
of £20387 15, if we adjust it according to the Custom of 
Merchants it is 2% p Ct and full up to this Rule Governour 
Law Reckoned for Drawing a Sett of Bills for Collonel 
Williams from whence we have Reason to think he would 
have Expected the like if he had Gone through with the 
whole. 

But may it Please this Honourable Assembly I sett no 
sum but since Your Service has been faithfully done so that 
you have not Lost on penny in the Whole and Your Accounts 
are fair before you my Request is that you will Alow me 
what is Customary in like Cases or According as you Alowed 
your Committe Comparing their service & Risque with 
mine or that you will alowe me that Birthright that the 
Law gives to all my fellow Subjects to have the Reward 
adjusted by men acquainted -with such Buisness and Since 
it is an old Observation that the Husbandman is first par- 
taker of the fruits of the Earth if you will be pleased to 
order me to Receive the sum that shall be alowed out of 
the Money In the hands of Mr Partridge it will Thankfully 
be Acknowledged by 

Your Humble Servant 
R WOLCOTT 

In ye Lower House 

On ye Prayer of this Memorial is Granted the Sum of 
425 Lawfull Money and yt ye Memorialist be paid the Same 
out of ye Colany Treasury : 
Test E Cuauncey Clerk 
Concurd in the upper House 

Test Grorcr Wy.uys Secrety 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE, 13 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honour?! ye General assembly Now Siting in 
Hartford May 1754. 

We your Honrs Comtee being appointed to Settle ac- 
compts with Co! Jonathan Trumble* for ye Paper provided 
for y® printing of ye New Law books, and also with Mz 
Printer Green for ye printing binding &c of s4 books & his 
accts with ye Colony &c & to Enquire of S4 Printer how Sd 
Books have been Disposed of & Make Report to this assem- 
“bly &c 

Humbly Begg Leave to Report as followeth. 

Persuant to S4 trust we have Settled acct with Coll 
Jonatht Trumble and find there is due from S4 Coll Trum- 
ble to ye Colony Respecting ye Paper ye Sum of £333 11 9 
Connecticut money old tent ; 

2dly we have Settled accts with Mr Printer Green for 
Printing & binding S4 Lawbook & his accts with the Colony 
& find there is Due to Mr Printer Green from ye Colony ye 
Sum of £96 128 44 Lawfull Money 

3%y we have Inquired of Mr Printer how he hath Dis- 
posed of ye Lawbook and find pr Recepts he hath Deliv- 
~ered out to ye Several Countys ye Number of 1097 Books 
in proportion according to acct herewith Delivered all 
which is humbly Submited by your Honts Humble Serts 

SAMUEL LyNDE 
Samt) ApAMsS Comtee 
Witii1am WITTER 
In ye Lower House 
The Question was put whether the above Report 
Sh¢ be Accepted & Approved Resolved in the Nega- 
tive 
Test E Cuauncey Clerk 
In the upper House 
The Above Report is accepted and Approved ex- 
elusive of £21 13 © of the Sum s@ to be due to Mr 
‘Time Green 
Test Greorce Wy tuys Secret. 





* The family of which Colonel, later Governor Jonathan Trumbull was a 
member invariably wrote the name Trumble until about 1766. 
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In ye Lower House on Reconsideration 
The Above Report is Accepted & Approved Ex- 
clusive of £21 13 o of y*\Sum S¢ to be due to Mr 
Tim° Green 
Test E. Cuauncey Clerk 
[Indorsed] Comtees Report on Printers Accotts &c May 1754 
Accepted &c 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honble the general Assembly Holden at Hart- 
ford on the 24 Thursday of May 1754 
We your Honrs Comtee appointed to Take into Consid- 
eration the Account & other papers Lately Rect from our 
agent at the Court at Great Brittain 
Humbly Beg Leave to Report 
That the Consideration of the S4 Acct be Continued to 
the Sessions of this Assembly in Oct" next 
And that on Reading a Letter from Mr Partridge 
Dated Jany 3oth 1754 we are inform’d that one Jacob Franco 
a Gent" then in London & impower’d by the owners of the 
Ship St Joseph & St Helena & her Cargo in Spain to Solicit 
the Ministry for Restitution of the Damages Sustain’d 
which ye S¢ Franco apprehends to be occasion’d by the ill 
Treatment the Spaniards Rec‘ from the People in Connec- 
ticut 
We are Humbly of opinion that it is Advisable that his 
Hont the Governour be desired to draw or Cause to be 
drawn up an Exact State of the whole of S¢ Case Relating 
to ye Sd Ship & her Cargo & Conduct of her Merchant or 
Super Cargo eversince her first Arrival at the Port of New 
London with the Proper Exhibits to prove the Same that it 
may be Ready to be improved as ocation may Require 
Puins Lyman _ | 
Jasez Hamuin | 
Joun Husparp [{ tks 
Jep Cuapman J 
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In ye Lower House 
The foregoing Report is Accepted & Approved 
Test E Cuauncrey Clerk 
In the upper House 
The foregoing Report of the Comtee is accepted and 
approved ; 
Test Grorce WyLtys Secrety 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honle General Assembly Sitting at Hartford 
May 1754. 

We the Subscribers being by your Honours appointed 
a Comm*te to take into Consideration what instructions will 
be proper and what Sum of money needfull for the Com- 
missioners appointed by this Assembly to go & confer wth 
Commissioners from the Neighbouring Governments at 
Albany in June next & report our Opinion to this Assembly . 

In Obedience to which Appointment we have considerd 
of the Premises & report thereon vizt 

1 That the st Commissioners from this Colony urge 
those of the Neighbouring Governments to Joyn wth them 
& lay before his Majesty the Defenceless State of his 
Governments in America the views & Encroachments of 
the French, the wavering State of the Indians & the Dan- 
gerous consequence arising thence to his Majestie’s Interest 
in America and humbly crave the King’s protection and 
care 

2 That the Commissioners from this Colony prepare 
themselves wth Exhibits to make evident the great Expence 
this Colony has been at (our capacity considerd) beyond the 
Expence of the Southern Colonies in the former wars &c 
also that they urge the great Advantages of the Indian 
trade to those Colonies in which this has no Benefit or 
Share. That the Encroachments now to be removd are 
from their Frontiers and every other Argument that may 
occurs to them our Commissioners that they think may 
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tend to render the Duty of this Government under the 
present Situation of affairs no greater than of Necessity 

3 That our said Commissioners agree to no Proportion 
of Expence save for the present Occasion and let that be so 
guarded that nothing be urged hereafter so as to bring it in 
as Precedent 

4 That our Commissioners make no Presents to any 
Indians unless the other Governments by doing so make it 
necessary and that they oppose every thing of this Nature 
so far as they see Convenient 

5 That our Commissioners do what they can that any 
Troops raisd in this Colony may be Joynd with Eastern and 
not Western Troops if there be Such a distinction at any 
time in Joyning his Majesty’s Forces on this Continent. 

6 That our Commissioners in all Measures they come 
into or agree on in Relation to any affairs that may be con- 
siderd of at the meeting at Albany aforesaid Expressly 
Save all their doings from being binding to this Colony 
until approvd of by this Hon! Assembly. 

7 That the Sum of One hundred & fifty pounds Law- 
full money be deliverd & paid out of the Treasury of this 
Colony to our said Commissioners by them to be Improvd 
for the Colonys Interest at their discretion they to render 
Account thereof to this Assembly in October next all is 
Humbly Submitted by 

y? Hont mt Obt Serts 
PuinS Lyman | 
Joun Lepyarp | 
Joun Hupparb 
Curis® AVERY 
Joun Reap 
Jabez Fircn | 

In ye Lower House the foregoing Report is Accepted & 
Approved 


+ Commte 


Test E Cuauncey Clerk 
In the upper House 
The foregoing Report is accepted & approved 
Test, GEorGE Wyttys Secret 


COMMISSION, 17 
COMMISSION TO PITKIN, WOLCOTT AND WILLIAMS. 


Thomas Fitch Esqt Governour and Com- 
ein ander in Chief of his Majesties English 
/[ Colony of Connecticutt in New England in 
\ ]} America 
ee ee To William Pitkin, Roger Wolcott Jnr 

and Elisha Williams Esq's Greeting. 

Whereas you are by the General Assembly of the said 
Colony Nominated and Appointed to be Commissioners in 
behalf of said Colony to meet Such Commissioners as are or 
shall be Appointed, by his Majesty’s other Goverments in 
America at a general Interview at Albany on the fourteenth 
day of June Next & Join with them in Concerting proper 
measures for the general defence & Safety of his Majesties 
Subjects in said Governments & the Indians in Alliance 
with them, against the French and their Indians. 

Therefore, In Pursuance of said Act of Assembly, you 
the said William Pitkin, Roger Wolcott Jnt & Elisha 
Williams Esqrs are Commissioned authorized and impow- 
ered in behalf of his Majesty’s Colony of Connecticut to 
meet the Commissioners Appointed by his Majesty’s other 
Goverments in America at Albany on the fourteenth day of 
June next & in Concert with Such Commissioners from his 
Majesty’s other Goverments as shall meet there to Consult 
proper Measures for the general Defence and safety of his 
Majesty’s Subjects in said Goverments & the Indians in 
his Alliance against the French & their Indians, and to 
Use and pursue proper measures in pursuance of your 
Instructions from the said General Assembly, relating to 
the Matters Aforesaid. 

Given under my hand & the publick Seal of the Colony 
of Connecticutt in Hartford this 30th day of May Anno regni 
Regis Georgii 24i Magn: Brittan: &c. 27™° Annoq: Domini 
1754- 

THOMAS FITCH 

By his Honours Command Grorcre WYLLys Secry. 
W™ Pirkin 
Rocer Wotcorr Jnt; Commissts 
EvisHA WILLIAMS 


True Copy 
Exd p* 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT.* 


WHITEHALL 13th June 1754 
: \ 
Gentlemen, 

It having been represented to the King that the St 
Joseph and St Helena a Spanish Register Ship, was obliged 
some time ago, in her Voyage from St Thomas in the Prov- 
ince of Guatimala, to make for the Port of New London, by 
Distress of Weather, and having been drove upon a Bank 
near that Port a Schooner was sent out to her Assistance, 
on Board of which her Cargo was put, consisting of Several 
Chests of Gold and Silver, together with a large Quantity 
of Indigo, and other Effects amounting in the whole to 
the Value of about 300,000 Dollars; His Majesty has been 
pleased, as a mark of his Regard to the Court of Spain, to 
order Captain Whitwell commanding the Tryton Man of 
War, to repair forthwith to New London, in order to Con- 
voy the Effects belonging to the said Register Ship to 
Cadiz, or any other Port in old Spain, and to give all possi- 
ble Protection to such Person as shall be appointed by the 
Proprietors to collect and recover the said Effects, who will 
also provide a proper Vessel for transporting them to old 
Spain, and I am to direct you, by the Kings Command to 
be Aiding and Assisting to the utmost of your Power, in 
the embarking the same, and likewise in the recovery of 
such part thereof as may have been plundred & embezzled 
without any proceeding at Law to prove the said Ship to 
have been Guilty of any illegal practices: Tho’ the Judge 
of the Vice Admiralty Court is reported to have sentenced 
the St Joseph to so large a Sum as 23,000 Dollars by way of 
Salvage; yet the remainder of the Cargo should certainly 
have been protected and restored immediately to the Pro- 
prietors, whereas by the last advices from Spain, it is af- 
firmed that there has been stolen or embezzled to the Value 
of about 100,000 Dollars, and that there remains only about 
200,000 Dollars of the whole Cargo unembezzled This 





*This was received November 16, with Captain Matthew Whitwell’s letter of 
November 14. 
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appears to the King to have been a very violent and unjust 
proceeding, and it is therefore his Majesty’s Express Com- 
mand, that you should Exert yourselves in the Discovery 
and punishment of the Offenders, and that the Effects be- 
longing to the St Joseph and St Helena should no longer be 
detained forcibly and illegally but that you should use your 
utmost Endeavours and the proper Authority of Govern- 
ment to put the Spanish Agent into the immediate Posses- 
sion of every Part of the said Cargo, that can possibly be 
recovered for the Use of the Proprietors. It being his 
Majesty’s most Serious Intention (which I cannot help 
repeating to you in the Strongest manner) that the Court 
of Spain shall have the fullest Justice and Satisfaction 
imaginable. 
I am Gentlemen 
Your most obedient 
humble servant 
T ROBINSON 
Govt & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] rec4 16th Novt 1754 


JOURNAL OF ALBANY CONGRESS. 


[The Journal of the Congress held at Albany, N. Y., 
by Commissioners from New York, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, gives a daily record of the proceedings of the 
Commissioners from June 19, which was evidently the first 
meeting, to July ro, and lacks the record of the final meet- 
ing on the following day.* Included in the journal are a 
number of speeches made by Indian chiefs and several let- 
ters and documents laid before the Commissioners. The 
journal does not include the text of the proposed Plan of 
Union of the colonies which was before the Commissioners 
for consideration. This text is, however, printed following 


*See O’Callaghan’s Documents relative to the Colontal [fistory of New Vork, 
VI. 853, for the complete journal, which includes the Plan of Union, 
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the journal,— being taken from the Writings of Franklin. 
The journal is preceded by the credentials of the Commis- 
sioners from each colony. Massgchusetts Historical Soctety: 
3 Collections, V. 9, | 


PLAN OF UNION.* 


Plan of a proposed Union of the several Colonies of 
Massachusetts-Bay, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode- 
Island, New York & New Jersey, for their mutual Defence, 
& Security, & for extending the British Settlements North- 
ward & Westward of said Colonies in North-America. 

That humble application be made for an Act of the. 
Parliament of Great-Brittain, by Virtue of which one Gen- 
eral Union may be formed, including all the said Colonies, 
within and Notwithstanding which Union, Each of said 
Colonies shall & may hold and maintain its present Consti- 
tution, except the particulars wherein a Change or alteration 
may be directed by said Act, as hereafter Follows, vizt. 

That in the said General Union, The Ordering & 
Direction of the Affairs ytof be administred by one Presi- 
dent General, who shall be The Governour of The Province 
of the Massachusetts-Bay for The Time being; and a Grand 
Council to be chosen by the Representatives of the People 
of the Said Colonies met in their respective Assemblies. 

That within months after the passing such Act, 
The House of Representatives in the Several Assemblies 
that happen to be Setting at that time, or that shall be 
specially convened for that purpose may & shall Choose 





*This Plan of Union, sometimes called Hutchinson’s Plan, was printed from 
the same manuscript in the Massachusetts Historical Society Co//ections, VII. 203. 
A somewhat different Plan, known as Franklin’s Plan, which appears to have been 
the one formally adopted by the commissioners, is printed in Massachusetts His- 
torical Society Collections, XXV. 70; and in Documents relating to the Colonial 
History of New York, VI. 889. Dr. Charles J. Hoadly speaks of the Plan here 
printed as “the draught of a proposed union . . . . delivered in by the com- 
mittee.” Connecticut Colonial Records, X. 293. ; 

Both this and the document next following are in the handwriting of Jonathan 
Trumble, and it seems not improbable that they were prepared in Connecticut in 
advance of the meeting of the Congress, and represent differing views of Connecti- 
cut parties. 
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Members for the Grand-Council in the following propor- 
tions. That is to say 


Massachusetts-Bay 7 New-Hampshire 3** 
Connecticut 4 Rhode Island 2 
New York 4 : New Jersey 3 

| in all 23 


who shall meet for the first time at the Town of Boston in 
New England, at such time as shall be Appointed by the 
President General, and whereof The Members of the Grand 
Council shall be duly notified, as soon as conveniently may 
be after an Act of Parliament for this purpose is passed and 
The Several Colonies duly acquainted thereof. 

That the Members of the Grand-Council shall be Newly 
Elected and chosen by the Representatives in the Several 
Assemblies every three Years; and on the death or resigna- 
tion of any Member his place shall be supplied by a New 
Choice at the next Setting of the Assembly of the Colony 
he represented. 

That the Grand Council shall meet once in every 
Year, and oftener (if occasion require) at such time and 
place as they shall adjourn to, at their last preceeding meet- 
ing; or as they shall be called to meet at, by the President- 
General on any Emergency, he having first obtained in 
Writting the consent of five of the Members to such call, or 
on application made to the president-General by ten of the 
Grand-Council in Writting under their hands to have a 
Meeting called, he shall send due and Timely Notice To 
The whole. 

That the Grand Council shall neither be dissolved, pro- 
rogued, nor continued setting longer than four weeks at one 
time without their own consent, or the Special Comand 
of The Crown. * 

That, The president-General shall have a casting Voice 
whenever an Equi-vote shall happen in the Grand-Council. 

That a Quorum of the Grand-Council to Act with the 
President General do consist of twelve Members, Among 


* First written 5. 
** First written 2. 
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whom There shall be one or more from a Majority of the 
Colonies, 

That The Grand Council Shall Annually Grant a Salary 
to be allowed and paid To The ‘President General for his 
Service, not Exceeding the Sum of £ stl 

That The Members of The Grand Council shall be 
Allowed for Their Service ros stl 4 diem during their 
sessions and Journey to & from the place of Meeting, 
Twenty Miles to be reckoned a days Journey. 

That in Case of The Death of The President-General, 
The Lt Govt of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay shall 
Preside, & be Vested with The Same Powers and Authorities 
till The Arrival of a New Govt for said Colony. 

That The President General with The Grand Council 
Sumoned and Assembled for That Purpose, or a Quorum of 
Them as aforesaid shall hold and direct all Indian Treaties 
in Which the General Interest or Welfare of these Colonies 
may be Concerned; and Make Peace or Declare Warr with 
Indian Nations, that they may make such Rules & orders 
with pains & punishments annexed thereto as they Judge 
Necessary for Regulating all Indian Trade; That they direct 
& order the Ways & means necessary & Beneficial to Sup- 
port & maintain the Safety & Interests of These Colonies, 
against all their Comon Enemies;* That they make all pur- 
chases from Indians for The Crown of Lands not now within 
the Bounds of particular Colonies, or That shall not be 
within their bounds when the Extention of Some of them 
are rendered more Certain 

That They make New Settlements on such purchases, 
by Granting Lands in the King’s Name, reserving a Quit 
rent to the Crown for The Use of The General Treasury 

That they make necessary rules and orders for the 
well regulating & managing Such New Settlements ’till the 
Crown Shall think fit to form them into particular Govern- 
ment or Governments. That They agree & conclude the 





* 4 star (*) is inserted here, perhaps intended to indicate the insertion at this 
point of the unconnected paragraph which is found at the end of the document 
proper. 
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Number of Men, & Sums of Money That shall from Time 
to Time be needed to be raised & paid, for [the purposes 
Afore Mentioned*] protecting & Defending These Colonies 
& repelling their Enemies, for building & Garrisoning Forts 
for the defence of any of the Colonies, & for building & 
Equipping & Manning Armed Vessels to Guard The Coasts, 
and protect the Trade of these Colonies. And When The 
President General, & Grand Council Shall Conclude and 
Agree on Any Number of Men & Sum of Money Needed 
On Any Occasion, They shall Notify the Same to Each of 
the Assemblies of S¢ Colonies, by Sending an Account 
Thereof to the Respective Govrs of Each of S4¢ Colonies to 
be Comunicated to their Assemblies [recomending it to 
Each Colony to*] Who shall raise their Quota of Men, & 
Levey, collect & pay their proportion of Money, according 
to The proportion herein before Settled for Members to be 
Chosen for the Grand Council from Each Colony; Which 
may be done In Each Colony in such Manner & form As to 
Them Appears equal & right. 

That The President General be the General or Chief 
Comander of all The Forces raised by Virtue of This Union, 
and that it be his office & duty to cause the Acts, rules, and 
Orders made & concluded by Virtue hereof to be Carried 
into Execution: And He shall Comission all The General 
Officers yt are needed; Who shall be nominated to him by 
The Grand Council; and he shall Comission the other Com- 
ission Officer or Officers yt shall be needed; Who shall be 
nominated to him by The Assembley of That Colony, whose 
Soldiers are to be Comanded by such Officer or Officers. 

That The President General & Grand Council of These 
United Colonies may Appoint a General Treasurer & a par- 
ticular Treasurer in Each Government When Necessary; 
and From time to time may order the Sums in the Particu- 
ticular Treasuries by them Appointed In Each Govern- 
ment into the General Treasury, or Draw on Them for 
Special payments as they find most Convenient; Yet no 
money to Issue but by Joint orders of The President General 


* Alternative reading. 
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& Grand Council except Where Sums have been Appropri- 
ated to particular purposes, & The President General pre- 
viously Impowered by an order to draw for such Sums. 

That the General Accounts Shall be Yearly Settled And 
Reported to the Several Assemblies. 

That The Particular Military, as well as Civil Estab- 
lishments & Constitutions of Each Colony remain [firm & 
Entire*| in The present State & Condition, without any 
other Change or Alteration Than is herein before mentioned, 
This General Union Notwithstanding. 

And Further 'tis prop»sed That There be a Union Made 
by an Act of The Parliament of Great Brittain, by Virtue 
whereof One General Union may be formed, Including 
the Several Colonies oft Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina & South Carolina, The Affairs Whereof in 
relation to Matters & Things of the like Nature to what is 
herein before Comprised, to be Ordered Directed & Admin- 
istred In the Like Manner & form as is herein before Men- 
tioned. 

And Further, ‘tis proposed That On any Special Emer- 
gency & Extraordinary Occasion wherein it may be Tho’t 
needfull There may be Just rules & Directions made & 
given Wherein All The Said Colonies herein before pro- 
posed to be United, In The More Northern part of America, 
and Those proposed to be United in The more Southern 
part of North America, May Act In Concert Against The 
Comon Enemy In The best and Most Advantageous Manner 

By Driving off all our Enemies, from his Majesty’s 
Territories in North America & Destroying any Forts Made 
thereon by them; and Carrying The Forces of These Gov- 
ernments into The Enemies Country, when an Open war is 
or shall be Declared Against Those w° are his Majesty’s 
Enemies, 

[The following is in a different handwriting from the 
foregoing Plan of Union, and may have been added at a 
later date. | 


* Alternative reading. 
+ ‘New Jersey” is crossed out, 
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Commissioners at Albany in June 1754 

Mr DeLancey Lt Govt New York Mess 
Murray Johnstone Chambers & } New York 
Smith 

Mess Wells Hutchinson Chandler Par- 
tridge & Worthington 


Massachusetts 
Mess Wyburn Atkinson Ware & Sher- 


New Hampshire 


burn 
Lt Govr Pitkin Major Wolcott & Coll C ; 
iets onnecticut 
Williams 
Mess. Hopkins & Howard _ Rhode Island 
Mess Pen Peters Norris & Franklin Pensilvania 
Coll Tasker & Major Barnis * Maryland 


The within plan acceeded to by every Member but Mr 
DeLancey.** 

Query, Why were not Pensilvania & Maryland included 
in the within plan, it has been the received opinion that Mr 
Franklin was the author of it.** 

[Indorsed] Plan of Union approved N 1 


PLAN OF UNION. 


Plan of a proposed Union of The Several Colonies of 
Massachusetts-Bay, New Hampshire, Connecticutt, Rhode 
Island, & New York, for Their Mutual Defence & Security 
& for extending the British Settlements Northward & West- 
ward of Said Colonys in North America. 





* The full names of the Commissioners are as follows: 

James DeLancey, Joseph Murray, William Johnson, John Chambers, William 
Smith, from New York. 

Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Oliver Partridge, John Worthington, from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Theodore Atkinson, Richard Wibbird, Meshec Weare, Henry Sherburne, Jr., 
from New Hampshire. 

William Pitkin, Roger Wolcott, Jr., Elisha Williams, from Connecticut. 

Stephen Hopkins, Martin Howard, Jr., from Rhode Island. 

John Penn, Richard Peters, Isaac Norris, Benjamin Franklin, from Pennsyl- 
vania. a 

Benjamin Tasker, Abraham Barnes. from Maryland. 
Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York, VI. 853. 


** This paragraph has been crossed out, 
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That humble Application may be made for an Act of 
The Parliament of Great-Britain, by Virtue of Which one 
Government may be Formed In America, including all The 
Said Colonies, within & under which Goverment Each of 
Said Colonies may retain its present Constitution, except 
The particulars wherein a Change may be directed by said 
Act, as hereafter follows viz. 

That The Said General Government be administred by 
one President General to be Chosen & Appointed by a 
Grand Council to be Chosen by the Representatives of The 
people of The Said Several Colonies met in their Respective 
Assemblies, and The Support of Such President General to 
be made by The Said United Colonies. 

That within months after the passing Such Act, 
The House of Representatives in the Several Assemblies 
that happen to be Setting at That Time, or That Shall be 
Specially for That purpose Convened may & Shall Choose 
Members for The Grand Council in The following propor- 
tions. That is to Say 


Massachusetts-Bay 7 New Hampshire 2 
Connecticutt 5 Rhode Island 2 
New York 4 in all 20 


Who shall meet for the first Time at The Town of Boston 
in New England, at Such Time as Shall be Appointed by 
His Excellency The Governour of Boston, as soon as con- 
veniently may be after An Act of Parliament for This pur- 
pose is passed, at which Meeting The S4 Governour shall be 
directed To preside & Lead The Members of The Grand 
Council To The Choice of a President General. That The 
President General Shall be Newly Chosen Every Three 
Years; and On his Death or Removal his place shall be 
Supplyed by a New Choice at The Next Session of The 
Grand Council, which they shall be impowered To Do. 

That There shall be a New Election of Members for 
The Grand-Council Every Three Years; & on The Death or 
Resignation of any Member his place shall be Supplied by 
a New Choise at The next setting of The Assembly of The 
Colony he represented, 
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That The Grand Council shall meet Once in Every year, 
& oftner (if Occasion require) at Such Time & place as They 
shall Adjourn to, at Their last preceeding Meeting; or as 
They shall be called to meet at, by the President General 
on Any Emergency, he having first Obtained in Writting 
The Consent of five of The Members to Such Call, & Sent 
due and Timely Notice to The whole. And On Application 
made to The President General, by Ten of The Grand 
Council in Writting Under Their Hands, He shall Appoint 
& Calla Meeting of The Grand Council At convenient Time 
& place, and Send due & Timely Notice To The whole. 

That The Grand Council shall neither be dissolved, 
Prorogued nor Continued setting longer than four Weeks 
at One Time without Their own Consent, or The Special 
Comand of The Crown. 

That The Grand Council shall Annually Settle a Salary 
to be allowed & paid To The President General for his 
Service not exceeding the Sum of Sterling. 

That The Members of The Grand Council shall be Al- 
lowed for Their service 108 Stere % Diem during their 
sessions & Journey to & from The place of Meeting 20 miles 
to be reckoned a Days Journey. ° 

That The President General with The Advice & Con- 
sent of the Grand Council hold & Direct all Indian Treaties 
in Which The General Interest or Welfare of These Colonies 
may be Concernd; & make peace or declare War with 
Indian Nations; That They make Such Laws as They Judge 
Necessary for Regulating all Indian Trade, That They 
Consider The ways & Means to Support the union & Safety 
of These Colonies, against all Their Comon Enemies. That 
They make all purchases from Indians for The Crown of 
Lands not now within the Bounds of particular Colonies, or 
That shall not be within Their Bounds when the The Ex- 
tention of Some of Them are rendred more Certain. 

That They make new Settlements on Such purchases 
by Granting Lands in the King’s Name, reserving a Quit 
rent to The Crown for The Use of The General Treasury. 
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That They make Laws for regulating & Governing, 
Such New Settlements ’till The Crown shall Think for to 
form them into particular Governments. 

That They agree & Conclude what Number of Men & 
Sum of Money is Needed to be Raised & paid for Soldiers 
to protect & Defend these Colonies & Repelling their Ene- 
mies & To pay Them & for The building & Garrisons & Forts 
for the Defence of any of The Colonies, & for Building 
Equiping Vessels of force to Guard the Coasts & protect 
The Trade of These Colonies, and Thereupon Give Notice 
to Each of the Assemblies of The United Colonies who shall 
raise Their Quota of Said Mens And Money in the propor- 
tion above Mentioned for Their Respective Numbers of 
Comission to be raised, Levied & Collected by Each of said 
Colonies In Such manner & form as To Them Appears 
Equal & Right. 

That The President General Shall be General or Chief 
Comander of all The Forces raised in & by this United 
Governmt, & That it be his Office & Duty to Cause the Acts 
of The Grand Council to be Carried into Execution, & shall 
Comission all The General Officers That May be needed & 
Nominated to him by The Grand Council, & also Shall 
Comission all other Comission Officers that may be Needed, 
The Nomination & Appointment of whom Shall be Left 
with The Assemblys of The Several Colonies, for The 
officers that shall Comand The Soldiers raised in Each of 
Said Colonies. 

That The President General & Grand Council may 
Appoint a General Treasurer, & a particular Treasurer in 
Each Governmt When Necessary, &c &c. 

That a Quorum of The Grand Council to Act wth The 
President General do Consist of Members, Among 
Whom There shall be One or More from a Majority of The 
Colonies. 

The President General Shall have a Casting Voice 
whensoever an Equi-Vote Shall happenin The Grand Coun- 
cil 

That in Case of The Death of The President General, 
The D Govt of ye Province of The Massachusetts Bay shall 
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Succeed & be Vested with The Same Powers & Authorities 

& When such Numbers of Men & Sums of Money as is 
concluded & Agreed by the President General & Grand 
Council to be needfull, is made known to Each of The 
Assemblies of Said Colonies, Each Colony shall raise Their 
Quota of Men & Levy, Collect & pay their proportion of 
Money according to The proportion herein before Settled 
for The Choice of Members for the Grand Council from 
Each Colony, To be raised, collected & paid in Such Man- 
ner & form as To Them Appears Equal & right * 

Which shall be The Govt of The Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay for Time being * 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
WHITEHALL 5th July 1754 

Gentlemen 

Your Letter of the 15tt of Nov last, acknowledging the 
receipt of the Earl of Holdernesses Dispatch of the 28th of 
August, haveing been received and laid before the King, I 
am to acquaint you that His Majesty expected greater 
Marks of the Zeal and Vigour of your Province, than you 
have hitherto transmitted, and as you will have learnt that 
the French are committing Hostilities in different Parts of 
America; I am now to enforce to you by the Kings express 
Command, an immediate Observance of His Majesty’s 
Orders of the 28th of August: You will see by the in- 
closed Copy of my Letter to Gov" Shirley, in what manner 
His Majesty’s Subjects have behaved at Massachusets Bay, 
and that their Conduct has been entirely approved by the 
King. 

I am Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient 
humble Servant 
T ROBINSON | 

Governor & Company of Connecticut 

[Indorsed] Rec4 Octobr 2gth 1754 


* This paragraph was evidently intended to be inserted somewhere in the 
Plan. 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


WHITEHALL, June 21, 1754. 
27. N 
Having received your Dispatches of the r9th of April 
and rst of May last, with their several enclosures, and hav- 
ing laid the same before the King, I am to acquaint you, 
that His Majesty extremely approves the resolution which 
has been taken by the Assembly of your Province, in con- 
sequence of the proposal recommended by you, to use their 
best endeavors to drive the French from the river Kenne- 
beck. 

And I am at the same time to inform you, that His 
Majesty is graciously pleased to authorize and direct you to 
proceed upon the plan, and to pursue the measures which 
appear, by your speeches to the Assembly, and their an- 
swer thereto, to have been so well calculated for that pur- 
pose. 

I am likewise to assure you, asa mark of His Majesty’s 
particular attention to the welfare of his loyal subjects in 
New England, that everything recommended by the said 
Assembly, will be fuily considered: and that immediate 
directions will be given for promoting the plan of a general 
concert between His Majesty’s Colonies, in order to prevent 
or remove any encroachments upon the dominions of the 
crown of Great Britain. 

It is with the greatest pleasure, that I take this early 
opportunity of giving you the satisfaction to know the very 
favorable manner in which the account of your prudent and 
vigorous conduct, as well of the zeal and activity of those 
under your government, have been received by the 
King, which cannot fail to excite and encourage them in 
taking such farther steps as will, most effectually, provide 
for their own security, and will give a proper example to 
His Majesty’s neighbouring Colonies, 

I am Sir 
Your most obedient humble Servant 
T. ROBINSON. 
To Governor WILLIAM SHIRLEY, 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE, 31 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO ROGER WOLCOTT. 


Lonpon 8 mo: or: Augst 18th; 1754 
My Fr¢ Roger Wolcott 
Since I wrote thee last of the 20th 5 mo. I rec dupt of 
thine roth Janry last with thy daut Newberrys, & have now 
bespoke the Goods she wrote for, which I intend shall be 
shipt on her accot @ the Ospray Capt Rodman for Rhode 
Island to the care of Gideon Wanton Esqr of Newport which 
probably will saile in 2 or 3 weeks time. I have thought of 
going a Journey into Yorkshire next Week but intend to 
take the necessary care, as to the Bill Lading & Invoice 
before I go 
I am with respects to thy self & daut Newberry 
Thy assured Friend 
RO PARTRIDGE 
I beleive ye Trunk will be consignd to Gideon Wanton 
Esq' to be dd to thy daurs order 
234 De We have no War proclaimed yet, & we are now 
satisfied let that be as it will, that ye King of Spain has de- 
clared he will maintain Friendship with the English 
Bowes 
[Superscribed| To Roger Wolcott Esqt att Windsor Con- 
necticutt @ Capt Partridge 


COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE AND PLANTATIONS TO 
BENNING WENTWORTH.* 


Wuitt Hau September r8th 1754 
Sa 
His Majesty having been Pleased to order a Sum of 
money to be Issued for Presents to the Six Nations of 
Indians and to Direct his Governour at New York to hold 
an Interview with them for Delivering those Presents for 





*This document, which is evidently a circular letter sent to each of the colo- 
nies, is among the Trumbull Papers in the Massachusetts Historical Society. The 
duplicate original sent to Connecticut has not been found. Possibly its loss was 
the occasion of this copy being forwarded by Gov. Wentworth to Connecticut. No 
mention of the letter appears in the records of the General Assembly of Connecti- 
cut; and no further mention of the proposed interview has been found. 
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burying the Hatchet and for renewing the Covenant Chain 
with them we think our Duty to Acquaint you therewith and 
as we finde it has been usual upon former Occasions when 
an Interview has been had with those Indians for all his 
Majtys Colonies whose Interest & Security is Connected 
with and Depends upon them to joyn in Such Interview and 
as the Present Disposition of those Indians and the attempts 
which have been made to withdraw them from the Brittish 
Interest Appear to us to make a General Interview more 
Perticularly necessary at this Time, We Desire you will Lay 
this Matter before the Council & General Assembly of the 
Province under your Government and recomend to them 
forthwith to make Proper Provission for appointing Comis- 
sioners to be joynd with those of the other Governments for 
renewing the Covenant Chain with the Six nations and for 
makeing Such Presents to them as has been usual upon the 
Like occasions and we Desire that in the Choice & Nomina- 
tions of the Comissioners you will have Care that they are 
men of Carrector ability & Integrity and well acquainted 
with Indian affairs 
As to the Time & Place of meeting it is Left to the 
Governour of New York to fix it and he has orders to give 
you Notice of it 
We are St your Very Loving friends & 
Humble Servt 

DUNK HALIFAX 

J GREENVILLE 

DUPPLIN 

BenninG WeNntworTH Esq Govt of New Hampr 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND JOSEPH FOWLER TO 
ROGER WOLCOTT. 

[Colonel Jonathan Trumble and Lieutenant Colonel 
Joseph Fowler write on October 2, 1754, to former Governor 
Roger Wolcott, as is shown by the reply which follows; re- 
questing that he would have the papers in the case of the 
Spanish ship authenticated and forward them for the use of 
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Governor Fitch and the General Assembly, apparently for 
the purpose of having a new State of the Case made out for 
the use of the Colony’s agent in England. | 


ROGER WOLCOTT TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 


WInpsor Oct° 7 1754 

Sr 

yours with Colle Fowler of the 24 Instant I accknowledge 
and am afected that you two Gentlemen who I Esteem my 
best friends should Revive my sorrows by putting me in 
mind of this Spanish Case and so surprized that Govr Fitch 
should adventure to medle with it, that if it were possible it 
would make me mistrust his faithfullness to the Collony 

He knows how fatal this Case has been to Gov's and 
that if I who was forced to give the Merchant protection 
and thereby thrust into the Case am deprived of all Honr 
and Business and sent to Purgatory for doing it what Can 
be Expected but that he by thrusting himself into it volun- 
tarily when there is no need will deprive us of his public 
service: thus far you will bear with and pardon a merry 
Conceit 

My letter to the Merchant of Augt 1753 with the other 
materiall paper and the state of the Case I put into the 
Govrs hand in May last to be read to the Assembly and 
there they still remain. I enclose you a Copy of the Col- 
lectts Certifycute 

The state of the Case with the papers I have already 
sent to the Agent. And since according to the General 
opinion I have born all the blame and must pay for the 
ship and Cargo if it be to be Paid for, I must beg you two 
Gentlemen to Interceed for me that the papers may be left 
in my hands and be allowed to draw the state of the Case 
my self I know more about it than any man and have more 
Concern in it then any man others venture Nothing in it 
but their Estates I my Name and Estate both and Every 
man has a Right to defend his own Cause and if it may be 


3 
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left with me I make no doubt to do it efectually so as to 
serve my self and others from blame or loss 

It is the more Wonderfullto me to see others so much 
Concerned about it and try to take it out of my hands, who 
have had all the proceedings about it laid before them from 
time to time and never so much as hinted to me anything 
done amiss or that Could be mended in it 

Nor Can I see the reason to give me the trouble to 
Authenticate the papers if ever we meet with trouble about 
it it must be upon the suit of the Merchant or some other 
Complainant and the onus probandi must ly upon them we 
only Need to know what they have to put in against us and 
thereby be prepared to answer 

I value the Wisdome and Goodness of the Assembly 
very highly and hope the Govr will lay the state of the Case 
and paper before them at their next sessions and Could be 
glad that this paper Containing my request that the papers 
may not be taken out of my hands and that I be allowed to 
join in stateing the Case may also be laid before them and if 
they think something more should be done to prepare the 
Case they will doubtless point it out and if they will apoint 
me with other persons to do it I shall account it a favour but 
if Iam excluded from it may think it hard and hope they 
will not look upon me as accountable for the Consequence 

Communicate this letter to Collo Fowler and favor me 
with a line what is done upon it by which you will oblige 

Your obedient 
Very Humble servt 
R WOLCOTT 
To Colle Jonaru TruMBLE Esq 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
To the Honourable General Assembly, sitting at New- 
Haven, October, 1754. 
We, your Honours’ committee, appointed to take into 
consideration the proposed plan for an union of his Majesty’s 
governments in North-America, to give our opinion there- 


on 
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on, and the reasons of such our opinion, &c. humbly report 
on the premises, viz. 

Having duly and maturely considered said plan, we are 
of opinion, that the same has a tendency greatly to weaken 
and injure his Majesty’s interest, and that it is subversive 
of the just rights and privileges of his good and faithful 
subjects inhabiting his dominions on this continent; and for 
such our opinion, we, with much submission, offer the fol- 
lowing reasons. 

1. We find his Majesty’s territories, from the south- 
west part of Georgia to Menis, is more than seventeen hun- 
dred miles; of which, from the head of St. John’s (which we 
suppose to be the north-east extent of the Massachusetts 
province) to the Apilachi mountains, (which we suppose to 
be the south-west extent of the colony of South-Carolina, ) 
is, on the frontiers by land, about fifteen hundred miles; 
which last extent is all within the limits of the proposed 
plan of union, so that the president-zeneral and council 
have to provide for this large extent of frontiers; and should 
Georgia and Nova-Scotia, when able to assist, be added, it 
makes the same yet greater. The sea-coast, we find, varies 
very little from the extent by land; and we think it imprac- 
ticable that his Majesty’s interest, and the good of his peo- 
ple, inhabiting so great a country, can, in any advantageous 
or tolerable manner, be considered and conducted by the 
proposed president-general and council. 

2. The president-general and council having authority 
to nominate and commissionate all military commission offi- 
cers, we apprehend, will be highly disadvantageous to his 
Majesty’s interest. Under this head we consider that our 
officers generally are chosen out of the best yeomen of this 
colony, who live on their own lands, in peace and plenty; 
but have ever been ready to serve their country in the field, 
when called: their commissions have always been prepared 
and delivered into their hands gratis. Under these officers, 
thus chosen and commissionated, freeholders’ sons, the 
youth of this colony, have on all occasions, with great 
cheerfulness and alacrity, generally enlisted; and their 
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country’s good (not necessity) has led them to arms. Now, 
should officers be sent from abroad, we are fully satisfied, such 
youth would not enlist; and to, press these generous young 
men into service will be not only hard and grievous, but in 
all probability will greatly dishearten and dispirit them, 
and this, we conclude, is very much the case in other his 
Majesty’s provinces and colonies on the continent, 

3. His Majesty’s subjects, now inhabiting this country, 
are a very great body; and in every twenty-five years the 
increase of inhabitants is so great, they are supposed to be- 
come double. This power and strength being brought into 
one point, all to move under the direction of said president- 
general and council, we fear, may in time be of dangerous 
consequence to his Majesty's interest, and the good of his 
loyal subjects here. 

4. Further, we apprehend his Majesty’s interest is in 
great danger from the president-general’s having a nega- 
tive voice; for if it ever be, that that officer should not well 
understand or pursue proper methods for the country’s 
good, all may be ruined before relief can be had from the 
throne; and it seems to us, that the Grand Council are most 
likely to understand the true interest and weal of this 
people. 

5. We think the proposal, in said plan contained, for the 
President-General and Council to lay and levy taxes, &c. as 
they please, throughout this territory, is a very extraordi- 
nary thing, and against the rights and privileges of English- 
men in general; and such an innovation or breach on charter 
privileges, we fear, will greatly discourage and dishearten 
his Majesty’s good subjects. All which, with a draught for 
a union, delivered in herewith, is humbly submitted, by 

Your Honours’ committee, 
Wo. Pirkxin. 
Jonatu, TRUMBLE. 
JosrePpH Fow ts.* 
JosepuH Pirin, 
Jasez Hamiin. 
Joun Husparp. 
TuHeopu. NICHOLs. 
Joun Lepyarp. 


*This name should probably read Fowler. 


~~ 
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REASONS CONCERNING THE PLAN OF UNION.* 


The Reasons considered and offered, by the Assembly 
of the colony of Connecticut, concerning the Plan of Union 
the Commissioners of the several colonies in North-America, 
who met at Albany on the rath June, 1754, have proposed 
for uniting the said colonies into one General Government, 
for the purposes therein expressed, are as follows. 

1. The limits of the proposed plan of union are of too 
large extent; from Nova-Scotia on the north, to Georgia on 
the south, is fifteen hundred miles; so that the President- 
General and Grand Council must have to provide for this 
large extent of frontiers; and this plan seems calculated only 
to render this general government, therein proposed, cap- 
able to defend against the French, and to proclaim war, and 
make peace with the Indians. Now it seems plain, that it 
is impracticable that his Majesty’s interest, and the good of 
his people inhabitating so great a country, with frontiers of 
so great length, can be advantageously defended, or in any 
good manner considered and conducted, by the proposed 
President-General and Council: and it may be justly observed 
here, that a defensive war, on the part of this government, 
with so large a frontier, will prove detrimental and ruinous 
to it; while the French have it in their power, at any time, 
as well in a time of peace, as of a war, to send out small 
parties of their Indians, to skulk about in the woods, and fall 
upon, and surprise any part of the frontiers; and with but 
little hazard to themselves, and small expense, keep this 
proposed government in a continued alarm, in one or other 
part thereof, and put them to vast expense to defend them- 
selves, and thereby weaken, impoverish, and greatly dis- 
hearten the King’s subjects in every part of this large extent 
of frontiers; while the enemy will be encouraged, and grow 


*“ Upon deliberate and mature consideration” the General Assembly re- 
solved ‘that no application be made in behalf of this Colony to the Parliament of 
Great Britain for an act to form any such government on the said proposed plan as 
therein is expressed ” ; also that ‘his Honour the Governour be desired, and he is 
hereby desired, to send to the Agent for this Colony at the Court of Great Britain 

. the Reasons considered and offered by this Assembly concerning the said 
plan of a proposed union.” Colonial Records, X. 292293. 
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strong and wealthy. This, indeed, cannot be remedied, but 
by carrying the war into the enemy’s country, for which 
this plan makes no provision. \ 

2. The President-General and Council to have author- 
ity to nominate and commission all military officers, will be 
highly detrimental to his Majesty’s interest; as it cannot be 
apprehended that they can be well acquainted, in the various 
parts of so large a government, with the persons who will 
best serve to encourage soldiers to enlist, and who may 
conduct them with a prudence, and encourage their hearts. 
It hath hitherto been practised in the New-England govern- 
ments to appoint officers out of their best yeomen, who live 
in good circumstances on their own property in lands; and 
when chosen freely, and without any application of their 
own for such offices, and receive their commissions gratis, 
they look on themselves obliged, and are always ready, to 
serve their country in the field, when thus called thereto; 
and under such officers, well known and esteemed among 
the people, freeholders’ sons, not moved by necessity, but 
their country’s good, generally have enlisted with cheerful- 
ness and alacrity. Now, should officers be sent among them 
from abroad, and to whom they are strangers, it is plain 
such youth will not enlist; and to press such generous 
young men into service, must be not only hard and griev- 
ous, but very much dishearten and dispirit them; and this, 
no doubt, will prove the case in other of the American colo- 
nies, as well as of those in New-England. 

3. His Majesty’s subjects, now inhabiting this large 
and extensive country, take them collectively, are become a 
very great number; and, through the smiles of divine Prov- 
idence hitherto, are greatly increased, and it is supposed to 
become double in every twenty-five years: now this growing 
power and strength to be brought into one point, all to 
move under the direction of such President-General and 
Council, may in time be of dangerous consequence to his 
Majesty’s interest, and the good of his loyal subjects here. 

4. The President-General to have a negative voice on 
the Council, may bring his Majesty’s interest into danger: 
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That officer, in so extensive a territory, not well understand- 
ing, or carefully pursuing proper methods for the country’s 
good, all may be ruined before relief can be had from the 
throne; and ina country, where the greatest encouragement 
to go through the hardship and fatigue of a new settlement 
is the hope of enjoying liberty, and securing a small prop- 
erty in land to themselves, every thing that doth make any 
encroachment thereon will discourage the people, and there- 
by injure his Majesty’s interest: And it seems the Council, 
from the respective colonies, are most likely to understand 
the true interest and weal of the people. 

5. The proposal, in said plan contained, for the Presi- 
dent-General and Council to lay and levy taxes, &c. as they 
please, throughout this extensive government, is a very ex- 
traordinary thing, and against the rights and privileges of 
Englishmen, which is esteemed, and highly prized by the 
people of these colonies, who have now a due sense of their 
dependence on their mother country, and delight in obedi- 
ence to, and admire the protection and privileges of, the 
laws of England; which, with the special favours and 
charter privileges to them granted, and hitherto kept sacred 
and inviolate, have encouraged the people inhabiting here, 
at their own great expense, industry, and hazard of their 
lives as well as fortunes, to settle, plant, and cultivate these 
remote places; and it is not to be doubted, that any great in- 
novations, or breach of their original characters and consti- 
tutions, will greatly discourage the industry of the inhabit- 
ants, who are jealous of their privileges; and, while they 
are secured, are zealous to secure his Majesty's dominions 
here, and pursue the enlargement thereof. 

At this place, it may be worthy observation, that heavy 
taxes on the inhabitants, of the northern colonies especially, 
must be attended with grievous complaints from the main 
body of the people, who are not well furnished with money, 
and not able to carry on any considerable trade abroad, 
thereby to bring home money, more than is absolutely 
necessary to carry on their ordinary affairs; being princi- 
pally employed in clearing, fencing, and cultivating their 
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lands, and fitting them for future more profitable improve- 
ments; and from their first settlement have had the barba- 
rous natives of the country frequently making war upon 
them, and their restless French ‘neighbours setting on the 
Indians, in a barbarous manner, to kill or captivate the 
people, and that even in times of peace; which hath 
occasioned a very great expense, and loaded these colonies 
with a heavy debt, and brought on the necessity of creating 
and issuing bills of public credit; which, through their weak- 
ness and poverty, they were not able seasonably to sink and 
discharge, and thereby lessened credit in these parts; from 
which disadvantages, these colonies are not quite freed to 
this day; and although they are well spirited to secure and 
defend all his Majesty’s territories in North-America, and 
therein to lay themselves out to their utmost ability; yet, to 
bring on themselves large and heavy taxes, more than they 
are well able to pay, must occasion grievous complaints, and 
prove very discouraging. 

For these reasons, more largely insisted on, and dis- 
coursed at the congress of the commissioners in Albany, in 
June last — The gentlemen, who went commissioners from 
the colony of Connecticut, objected to the proposed plan; 
and thought they were never answered or obviated, and 
therefore never came into, or gave any consent to the same. 

And in addition hereunto, it is further to be considered 
and alleged, that the people of this colony, from their first 
settlement to this day, in their general assemblies, by their 
acts and resolutions therein made and passed, have shewn: 
true loyalty, and sincere disposition to promote his Majesty’s 
interest; and have always yielded cheerful obedience to his 
Majesty’s commands; and have readily given assistance and 
aid to any of his Majesty’s colonies, when the same hath been 
requested; and still remain in the same good disposition, 
and readily to conform to his Majesty’s will and pleasure, 
signified to this colony by the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Holderness. The last paragraph of his letter to this 
. colony, dated August 28, 1753, is in the following words, viz. 
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‘‘And whereas it may be greatly conducive to his 
Majesty’s service, that all his provinces in America should 
be aiding and assisting each other, in case of any invasion, 
I have it particularly in charge from his Majesty, to acquaint 
you, that it is his royal will and pleasure, that you should 
keep up an exact correspondence with all his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernors on the continent; and in case you shall be informed, 
by any of them, of any hostile attempt, you are immediately 
to assemble the general assembly within your government, 
and lay before them the necessity of a mutual assistance, 
and engage them to grant such supplies as the exigency of 
affairs may require.”’ 

It may justly be alleged and considered, that the secur- 
ing the five nations or cantons of Indians, subject to his 
Majesty’s dominions, and maintaining a peaceable and 
friendly disposition in them towards the people inhabiting 
these colonies, is of very great importance, and the principal 
good end that may be served by said proposed plan, by 
regulating the Indian trade, and bringing it under due 
management; which may be better served by commissioners 
of his Majesty’s appointment, with powers and authorities 
to regulate and manage the trade with said Indians, and the 
other natives who are in friendship with them, and to make 
such rules and orders, with pains and penalties annexed 
thereto, as they shall judge necessary, and to see the same 
duly executed; and to hear, consider, and find means and 
ways to redress the grievances and complaints of said In- 
dians; the necessity of which appears by the representation 
made at Albany, when the commissioners were present: 
And also to build forts needful for the defence of such In- 
dians, and security of the trade with them, and keep them 
sufficiently garrisoned; the charge whereof may be princi- 
pally defrayed by the profits of such trade, when well regu- 
lated and managed. 

And if his Majesty should be graciously pleased to en- 
courage his subjects to settle and plant a government or 
colony on such lands, in their country, as the Indians will 
readily sell, to be formed and conducted as the New-Eng- 
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land colonies have been, nothing would tend more to secure 
those Indians to his Majesty’s interest, and attach their 
friendship to the English, and prevent the encroachments 
of the French; and so the great ends proposed effectually 
answered, without any discouragement to the people of 
these colonies, and without the least prejudice or injury to 
their privileges. 

General Assembly at New-Haven, Thursday, Oct. 2d, 
1754." 

In the Upper House. The foregoing reasons, concern- 
ing the Plan of Union, &c. were read, considered, and ap- 
proved, and ordered to lie on file in the Secretary’s office. 

nese GrorcE WYLLys, Sec’ry. 

In the Lower House, concurred. 

Test. E. Cuauncey, Clerk. 


RICHARD KEATS TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 
New Lonpon octr 14th 1754 

Sqr Trumble 

St I beg your Hont would move to the Honourable 
Gentle" of the Assembly, the Setuation and perishing Con- 
dition of the Ship Nebuchadnezzar now lying moor4 in ye 
Mill cove in ye port of New London, as yt Honr will find by 
the inclosed two Certifycates which are true Copys, the 
origenals being in my possession, I have by Sundry letters 
aquainted Mr Henry Cyler junt Mercht in New York, 
(wen I allways understood by Capt Smith Master of S@ Ship 
to be one of ye owners) of the perishing: Condition both of 
‘Ship & Cargo, & Likewise ye Spanish Mercht known by ye 
name of D> Joseph Miguel de St Juan Now Residing in New 
London (who Sometimes pertend4 ye Ship to be his) but 
have rec? no perticular answer or orders from Either how 
to ackt for ye Safety of ye Ship or Cargo, as to ye latter, I 
landed, & put into good Sufficient Store where there is a 





*This date is an evident error. The session of the General Assembly began 
on the second Thursday of October, which was the roth of the month, as is probably 
what was intended to have been written here. October 2d was Wednesday. 
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watch kept Every night, by Virtue of a protest dated & 
Recorded ye 19th day of July 1754 in ye Records of ye 
County of New London Book 3 fol: 102 @ Daniel Coit 
County Clerk but wt Regard to ye Ship, She Still lyes in ye 
Same or probably worst Condition Still growing worst & 
worst Every day. 

I would likewise beg leave to put yt Hont in mind Con- 
cerning y® Court Charge wet I mention’ to yt Hont when I 
gave the Copy or heads of my journall, hopeing yt Honr 
will Move it to ye Hon»! Assembly and yt they would Con- 
sider my Suffrings Six months in prison in ye dead of win- 
ter, & ye Major part of ye time Subsisting only on 25s old 
Tenor #@ week without giveing any Real Cause of Suspition 
(to my knowlidge) Except my deligence in my duty & Stay- 
ing by ye Ship after She was deserted by both Master & 
Seamen in order to get my Wages, my just deu, & what I 
workt hard for, So Relying on yt Honrs favour in Releving 
y® poor & needy Stranger, Shall Ever be Gratefully Acc- 
knowlidged by y* Honrs 

Most Obt & Most Hum?! Sert 
RICHP KEATS 
[Superscribed] To JonaTHan TRUMBLE Esqt 


CERTIFICATE ABOUT THE SHIP NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 


This May Certifye all Concern4 that on the 2gth day of 
June 1754 I went on Board the Ship Nebuchad’ with divers 
Gentle" who took an Invoice of ye goods on board S4 Ship 
who found y® goods on board in a Suffering Condition the 
Rates haveing Eat through Sundry Seroons & yt bark Seeds 
& Indigo thereby wasted as allso the deck leaking Some 
are wett and are Spoild that way 

N Lonpon July 24 1754 

This Certifyes Daniex Coir 

a true Copy CHARLES JEFFREY 

Test Benya TRYON 
[Indorsed] Coppy of Certificate 
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CERTIFICATE ABOUT THE SHIP NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 


New Lonpon. July ye 19th 1754 
We the Subscribers being desired by Rich4 Keats Chief 
Mate of the Ship Nebuchadnezzar now lying in the port of 
New London to Survey Said Ship, Accordingly having this 
day been on board do find that the Said Ship and Cargo are 
in a Suffering & perishing Condition Her bottom and her 
decks leakey Where by Some of the Cargo is Allready dam- 
aged. Wherefore we judge that it is absolutely Necessary 
in order to preserve the Ship and Cargo for the Owners, 
that the goods be taken out of S4 Ship and Store4 and that 
the Ship be recaulked, and Graved least her bottom be in- 
tirely Eaten out wt the worms. 
Joun Coit, Ship wright 
OSEPH CoItT : 
ie HuRLBUT Marrinese 
A true Copy Test 
RicHarD Keats Chief Mate 


New Lonpon Octobr 14th 1754 
These Sartifys, that Wee Under Written haveing this 
Day Compared this Within Instrement With the Origanall 
Now in Mr Keats hands, find that ye Same is a True Coppey 
theroff, as Witness our hands ye Day above Mentioned. 
STEPHEN LEE 
PaTRICK ROBERTSON 
Isaac WERDEN 


JEREMIAH MILLER TO THOMAS FITCH. 
N. Lonp® ye 2oth 1754 * 
Ne 
The Packett, via R4 Island, Came to me abt 30 Hours 
Since, not thro ye Hands of ye Capt of ye Man of War but 
from Cole Huntington and Since the Post Rider may have 





* The date is probably Oct. 20, 1754. 
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been hinderd by ye Late bad Weather, and Capt Whitw! 
urges for Expedition, have thét best to Send an Express, by 
Whom I wish all Safe & am 
Yor Honrs most obliged Hum> Servt 
JER. MILLER 

P. S If yot Honrt Should at any time have occasion to 
Come this way Shou’d be glad you would do me ye Honr to 
Lodge at my House. 


JM 


RICHARD KEATS’ LIBEL. 


Conoly of Connecticut Sst: 

Court of Vice Admiralty in the Year of our Lord George 
the Second 

To The Hon?! Lewis Morris Esqr Judge of his Majts 
Court of Vice admiralty for the Colony Afores4 or in his 
Absence, To Nathaniel Coffin Esq his Lawfull Deputy, 
The Libell of Richt Keats of New London and Colony 
aforest against the Ship Nebuchadnezzar Now Lying 
moored in the port of New London afores4 with her boat 
and appurtinances, Where of Joseph Smith of New York 
in the province of New York is Master, Sheweth, That your 
Libbelant In Court appeals and Says that, on the 25th day 
of May 1753 at the port of New London afores¢ he was 
Shipt by S¢ Smith on board the S4 Ship as Chief Mate to 
proceed on A Voiage from New London afores¢ To Cadiz 
in Spain, Att the Monthly Wages of four pounds ten Shil- 
lings Current Money of the province of New York afores4 
4 month, and your Libellant further Saith that there upon 
he Entered on board Said Ship on the 25th day of May 
afores¢ and faithfully perform4 his duty as farr as was in 
his power from the Sd 25th day of May: untill this day as 
Chief Mate, when the Said Smith wholly Refused to Supply 
the Said Ship with any provisions or any other way provide 
for Your Libelant therefore is by the Said Smith discharged 
from the Said Ship, and there upon he the Libellant Says 
that there is justly due to him for his Service on board S4 
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Ship the Sum of £86 10 o Current Money of the Prov- 
ince of New York afore S4 which the Said Master refuses 
to pay, tho’ often there unto Requested and therefore, As 
Cases of this Nature are properly within the jurisdiction of 
this Court, Your Libbellant would pray that due process be 
Issued against S¢ Ship Rigging apparrel Boat and Appur- 
tinances unto her beloning, and that She may with her 
Appurtinances and boat by Yr Honrs decree be So disposed 
of that your Libbellant may Recover and Receive his just 
due, and he as in duty bound &c 
Gro: Ricuarps pro: Libelt 
Dated at New London octobr 25th 1754 
Court of Vice Admiralty Colony of Connecticut 
Octot 25th 1754 
The within Libell filed & allowed & Court order’d to be 
held on Friday ye 8th Novt & the usual process be issued 
accordingly, the Libellant first Stipulating in the Register’s 
Office to pay Costs in Case of a Retraxit or Judgment being 
given against the s4 Libellant 
Natu’ Corrin D. Judge 
New Lonpon 17th Dect 1754 
Richard Keats the Above Libellant appears & withdrew 
his process against the ab° Sd Ship Nebuchadnezer 
: Test J. Mitter Dp Regist 
[Indorsed] Keates’s Libele 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL Octt 25th 1754 

Gentlemen 

His Majesty having been pleased to appoint James 
Pitcher Esqt to be Commissary of the Musters of all His 
Majesty’s Forces, that are or shall be Employed in his 
Majesty’s Colonies and Provinces in North-America; I 
have His Majesty’s Orders to direct you, or in your 
Absence, the Lieutenant Governor, or such other Person 
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that shall have the Chief Care of your Government, to be 
Aiding and Assisting to the said James Pitcher Esq' in the 
Execution of this Duty. 
I am Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
T ROBINSON 
Governor & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] rec4 14th December 1754 


THOMAS FITCH TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 


New Haven 26th October 1754 
Sir, 

Your Favour of the 26th March last to the Governor 
and Company of this Colony of Connecticut Noticing us 
that His Majesty has been pleased to appoint you to the 
Office of Principal Secretary of State for the Southern 
Department I received in July last which I laid before the 
next General Assembly in October following, and am by 
their Desire to Signify the greatfull Sense they have of the 
kind Assurance given them of your Special Care of the 
affairs of this Colony in laying before the King our Ad- 
dresses to you and in transmitting his Royal Instructions 
and Orders to us, and assure you they shall carefully attend 
your Directions; That his Majesty is graciously pleased to 
make these Colonies so much the Object of his Royal Care 
and Attention gives us peculiar pleasure and Satisfaction. 
And be pleased Sir to permit this Colony to Depend on 
your Special Regards and Interest in their Favour which 
will be accepted with the highest gratitude by the Colony 
in General as well as in particular by your 

Most Obedient humble Servant 
THOS ELT Cr 
The Right Honble St THos Ropinson Knight &c 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
eR 


WHITEHALL 26th October 1754 
Gentlemen, 

Having informed you in my Letter of July 5‘® that the 
King had under his Royal Consideration the State of Affairs 
in North America; I am now to acquaint You, that, amongst 
other Measures, that are thought proper for the Defence of 
His Majesty’s just Rights & Dominions in those Parts, the 
King has not only been pleased to order two Regiments of 
Foot, consisting of 500 Men each, besides Commissioned & 
nonCommissioned Officers, commanded by Sir Peter Halket 
& Colonel Dunbar, to repair to Virginia, & to be there aug- 
mented to the Number of 700 each, but likewise to Send 
Orders to Governor Shirley & Sir William Pepperell, to 
raise two Regiments, whereof they are respectively ap- 
pointed Colonels, of tooo Men each, & also to Sign Com- 
missions for a number of officers to Serve in the said Two 
Regiments, & who will forthwith repair to North America 
for that purpose. 

Whereas there will be wanting a considerable Number 
of Men to make up the designed Complements of the said 
Four Regiments; It is His Majesty’s Pleasure, that you 
should be taking the previous Steps towards contributing 
as far as you can, to have about 3000 Men in readiness to be 
enlisted; And it is His Majesty’s Intention that a General 
Officer of Rank & Capacity to be appointed to command in 
Chief all the King’s Forces in North America; a Deputy 
Quarter Master General, & a Commissary of the Musters, 
Shall Set out, as soon as conveniently may be, in order to 
prepare every thing for the Arrival of the Forces, above 
mentioned, from Europe, & for the raising the others in 
America, 

You will receive from that General, & the other Officers 
just mentioned a full & exact Account of the Arms, Cloath- 
ing, & other Necessaries to be Sent, upon this important 
Occasion, as likewise of the Ordnance Stores, & of the Offi- 
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cers and Attendants belonging thereto. All which being 
ordered for this Service, are Such: Proofs of His Maty’s re- 
gard for the Security & Welfare of His Subjects, in those 
Parts, as cannot fail to excite you to exert Yourself, & those 
under your Care to take the most vigorous Steps to repel 
your common Danger, and to Shew, that the Kings Orders, 
which were Sent you, last Year, by the Earl of Holdernesse, 
& were renewed to you, in my Letter of the 5t July, have, 
at last, rouzed that Emulation & Spirit which every Man 
owes, at this Time, to His Majesty, the Public & Himself. 
The King will not, therefore imagine, that either You, or 
the rest of His Governors, will Suffer the least Neglect, or - 
Delay, in the Performance of the present Service, now 
Strongly recommended to you, particularly, with regard to 
the following Points: vizt, That You Should carefully, pro- 
vide a Sufficient Quantity of fresh Victuals, at the Expence 
of Your Government, to be ready for the use of the Troops, 
at their Arrival. 

That You Should likewise furnish the Officers, who 
may have occasion to go from Place, with all Necessaries 
for travelling by Land, in case there are no Means of going 
by Sea, and that you should use your utmost Diligence & 
Authority, in procuring an exact observance of such Orders 
as shall be issued, from time to time, by the Commander in 
Chief, for Quartering the Troops, impressing Carriages, & 
providing all Necessaries for such Forces, as shall arrive, or 
be raised, within Your Government. 

As the Articles abovemented are of a local & peculiar 
Nature, and arising entirely within Your Government, it is 
almost needless for me to acquaint you, That His Maty will 
expect that the Charge thereof, be defrayed by His Subjects, 
belonging to the Same. But, with regard to Such other 
Articles, which are of a more general Concern, It is the 
Kings Pleasure, that the same Should be Supplied by a 
common Fund to be established for the Benefit of all the 
Colonies, collectively, in No America; for which purpose 
you will use your utmost Endeavours to induce the Assem- 
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bly of your Province, to raise, forthwith, as large a Sum, as 
can be afforded, as their Contribution to this common Fund, 
to be employed, provisionally, for the general Service of 
North America, (particularly for paying the Charges of 
levying the Troops to make up the Complements of the 
Regiments above mentioned) until such Time, as a Plan of 
general Union of His Majesty’s Northern Colonies, for 
their common Defence, can be perfected. 

You will carefully confer, or correspond, as you Shall 
have opportunitys upon every thing relative to the present 
Service, with the Said General, Govt Shirley, & Sir William 
Pepperell, or either of them; And as it is the King’s Inten- 
tion to give all proper Encouragement to Such Persons who 
shall engage to Serve upon this Occasion, you will acquaint 
all Such Persons, in the King’s Name, that they will receive 
Arms & Cloathing from hence, & that they Shall be Sent 
back (if desired) to their respective Habitations, when the 
Service in America is over. 

As the Several Governors in all the King’s Provinces & 
Colonies in No America, will receive, by this Conveyance, a 
Letter to the Same Effect with this, which I now Send You, 
they will be prepared, at the same time, to obey His Maty’s 
Commands; And I am to direct You to correspond with all, 
or either of them, occassionally, as you Shall find it expedi- 
ent for the General Service. 
‘ I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
T ROBINSON 

Govt & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] Duplicate Letter from St T Robinson 26th of 

octo® 1754 Recd qth Febry 1755* 





*The original letter was ‘‘recd 14th December 1754,” as is shown by a copy in 
the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
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JOSEPH MIGUEL DE SAN JUAN TO THOMAS FITCH: . 


Honorable sor Governador. a 
Sor 

Pareze a mi, de alquna Obligazion, Exsivir 4 Vuestro 
Honor, Como en oy dia 26* de el corrte fui notificado por via 
de Mr Nicolas Lechimori, Como ofizial de la Corte de 
Almirantazgo, Diziendo, Como en 8 de Novre que viene, se 
sentara en este Puerto la expresada Corte, para fin de 
Juzgar sovre el arresto de livelar la fragata Nomvrada el 
Navucodonosor, sovre 86 livras y 10 chilines, moneda de la 
Provinzia de Nuevo Yorea: por Mt Gueche, Piloto que dize 
a sido de la dha fragata: con que dora un agravio 
semejante, €jecutado, 6 si se éjecuta; es mi opinion, 
(que estando Como estoi, vajo las Protecziones de este 
Govierno, y ser por la preste conservadero de las Leyes 
Generales, que subsisten entre Naziones que viven en 
Amistad, la una con la 6tra) Deve este Govierno tomar gran 
Considerazion, para Obiar semejante Irregularidad mirando 
con atenzion, ser la menzionada fragta Dependienza que 
perteneze a este Govierno (en donde fue comprada) y no, 
materia de cuidado, mi Inspeczion ante la Corte de Almi- 
.Tantazgo: cuyo notizia (a el Resquardo de la Dependienzia 
de mi cargo) Partizipo 4 Vuestro Honor, para que adminis- 
trando lo publico de su Justizia, se sirva providenziar, 6 
ejecutar, lo que fuere de su superior agrado. 

Dios que la vida de vuestro Honor ms as Nuevo Londres 
28* de éct'? de.1754. 

Ser Humilde servdr de vuestro Honor 
JPH MIGUEL ves* JUAN 
Honorable s°r Governador d® Tuomas Fitcu Esqt 
A Coppy of the Above 
Viz To the Honourable Gover 

Sr I beleave there is Some obligation, to Inform Your 
Honour, That this day twenty Sixth Instant, I was Notified, 
by Mt Nicholas Leachmere, As An Officer belonging to ye 
Court Of Admiralty; who Said that on the Eighth day of 


*Both dates are clearly written, 
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November Next, the Court of Admiralty would Set In this 
Town, to Judg Concerning, a Libal Against the Ship Ne- 
‘buchnezer, For Eighty Six pounds ten Shillings New York 
Currency, And by one Mr Kates, who calls himself Mate of 
Said Ship So now the Sufferings are Such, if they have done 
it or A Going to do it; My Opinion Is (that I am as I be, 
Under the Protettion of this Government, I am for the 
Present, and am Keeping the General Laws, which Subsists 
between Nations In Amity One with Other,) This Gover- 
ment Ought to Take Great Consideration, for to hinder Such 
Iregularities, Looking With Atention that the Above 
mention? Ship is an Affair belonging to this Goverment, 
(where the S¢ Ship was Brought.) And not Material of Case, 
nor Inspection, at the Court of Admiralty, which Notice, 
(to the Regard of the Affairs Under my Care,) I Let your 
Honour Know for To Administer Publick of your Justice 
And that You will exicute it, As In Your Superior Will. 

God Preserve your Honours Lif Many Years New Lon- 
don 28th of October 1754: Your Honours Humble Servant: 

JOSEPH MIGUEL p® Sr JOAN. 

To the Honourabl Thomas Fitch Esqt Governor of the 

Collony of Conecticut 


COLONY OF CONNECTICUT TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 


New Haven 30th October 1754 

RY Lag 
We have to acknowledge the receipt of your Favour of 
the 5‘ of July last, which gives us very great Concern & un- 
easiness to think we should in any thing fall short of 
Answering his Majesty’s Expectations of Zeal and Vigour 
in his Service and Obedience to his Commands: Our scitua- 
tion is such that no hostile attempt hath been of late made 
immediately upon us, and none of his Majesty’s Governors 
have called on us for assistance; Indeed Govr Shirley gave 
us an Intimation of some Intelligence he had received of 
the French’s building a Fort near the head of Kenebeck 
River, and that he had a Design to Concert Measures to Dis- 
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lodge them ; and that he would give us further Advices on the 
Affair, when he knew the mind of the General Assembly of 
that Province, and Desired Our Gov' that at the present the 
matter might be kept from publick Notice. And we Ex- 
pected again to hear from him on that matter but altho’ he 
proceeded therein received no further Intelligence, but 
since are informed it is a mistake, and that the French were 
not building any such Fort. As soon as we were Informed 
of the Measures directed by their Lordships of the board of 
Trade, that one General League of Friendship Comprizing 
all his Majesty’s Colonies be made with the Indians of the 
Six nations In his Majesty’s Name this Colony appointed 
Commissioners with Instructions to Join with Commission- 
ers of the other Colonies, to use their Influence and Contri- 
bute towards the Confirming the friendship of those Indians; 
and to Concert proper Measures for the General Defence 
and Safety of his Majestys Subjects on this Continent; who 
according to appointment met at the General Interview at 
albany on the 14% of June last and In Consequence of what 
appears to us from the Representations made there is need- 
full that Commissioners be appointed by his Majesty with 
full Power and Authority to regulate and manage the Trade 
with those Indians & their Dependants, to make Rules and 
Orders with pains and Penalties annexed that to us should 
be Judged necessary to hear Consider and find means to re- 
dress their Grievances & Complaints and to stipulate with 
them to build such Forts in their Country as they shall 
Choose and may be Judged necessary for their Protection 
against the French; and for the Securety of his Majesty’s 
Subjects and their Trade; by all which the Friendship 
and good Disposition of those Indians will be firmly 
secured; and then if his Majesty should be graciously 
pleased to Encourage his Subjects to Settle and plant a 
Colony on such Lands in their Country as the Indians will 
readily sell to be formed and Conducted as the New Eng- 
land Colonies have been nothing would tend more in our 
Opinion to Secure these Indians and attach their Friendship 
to his Majesty’s People on this Continent, and prevent the 
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Encroachments of the French; as. the Country of the Six 
Nations is manifestly the Key without which the French 
cannot pass from Canada to the Ohio and Missisippi: The 
Security of these Indians and such as are in Friendship with 
them must therefore be of the greatest Importance. And 
we of this Colony shall readily do all in our Power to Exe- 
cute his Majesty’s Royal Will and Pleasure signified to us 
by the Earl of Holderness’s Dispatch of 28th August 1753; 
to keep up an Exact Correspondence with all his Majesty’s 
Governors on the Continent, and Shall be Aiding and Assist- 
ing according to our Ability, and as the Exigency of Affairs 
may require. This Colony hath a deep Sense of his Majesty’s 
Goodness, and Attention to the welfare of his Loyal Subjects 
in New England, and shall Endeavour to recommend our- 
selves to his favour by a careful Observance of his Com- 
mands: The People of his Majesty’s New England Colonies 
from their beginning have been Sorely afflicted by the Bar- 
barous Natives of the Country frequently making War upon 
them and their restless French Neighbours setting them on 
to Kill or Captivate the People, Even in times of Peace, 
which hath been a Grievous Burden and heavy Charge upon 
the People here, who have been principally imployed in 
Clearing, Fencing and Cultivating their Lands and fitting 
them for more profitable Improvements, and of Course were 
not able to Expend any very Considerable Sums of Money 
which occasioned a Necessity of Creating and Issuing Bills 
of public Credit which thro’ proverty and Scarcity of Money 
they were not able Seasonably to sink and Discharge to the 
lessening of Credit in these parts, from which Disadvantages 
we ate not quite freed to this Day: and which Barbarities 
his Majesty’s Opulent Southern Colonies have been free 
from till of late, His Majesty we hope will be pleased gra- 
ciously to accept our Assurances of the Loyalty of his People 
in this Colony, and that they are well spirited to secure and 
Defend all his Territories in North America; and to Exert 
their Zeal and Vigour in preventing Encroachments within 
any of the undoubted Limits of his Majesty’s Dominions. 
Our Men are Strong Vigorous and acquainted with the 
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Manners of the Encroachers and their Indians; But then to 
bring on the Colony large and heavy Taxes while they have 
not money to pay them must occasion Greivous Complaints, 
and the bad Consequences of Creating and Issuing Bills of 
Credit and thereby loading our Selves with a heavy Debt 
Which we are unable to pay must be an Equall and more 
lasting Grievance. 

This Colony in times of Warr, have chearfully obeyed 
the Commands of the Crown in all the Several Expeditions 
against Canada, and the Spanish West Indies, and laid out 
largely in the Reduction of Cape Breton; and in the many 
Invasions made by the Enemy on our own Frontiers, and 
of the Massachusets-Bay and New Hampshire have readily 
afforded Aid and Assistance answerable to the Expectations 
and the Exigency of the Case. The last Summer, when a 
party of Indians came against Stockbridge and Pantusuck, 
Places belonging to the Massachusets-Bay Necessary help 
and Assistance was forthwith sent them from hence and a 
Number of our Men are now in Garrison for their Defence. 

We hope his Majesty will find the marks of a Natural 
Zeal and Vigour for his Interest, as well asa Spirit of Emu- 
lation, in the People of this Colony, and that we are not less 
Zealous for the Defence and Safety of his Territories than 
any of his Majestys Colonies, and have not failed in a 
Diligent Attention thereunto, nor been unacquainted with 
the proceedings of the Massachusets Bay for their own 
particular Interest, as well as that of his Majesty. 

We are Sir 
Your most Obedt Humle Servts 
The Govt & Comp? of the Colony 
of Connecticut 
THOS FITCH Gov 

To the Right Honble St Thos Robinson Kt one of his 

Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State London * 





* The Duplicate in the Public Record Office is endorsed ‘*R Janry 17th,” 
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MATTHEW WHITWELL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


Gentlemen/ 

As I have so favourable an Opportunity of writing & 
hearing you are now assembled together, am to acquaint 
You of my arrival here, that I have Instructions for You 
relating to the St Joseph & St Helena a Spanish Register 
Ship, which I am order’d to Convoy to Old Spain (at least) 
what Money & Effects are remaining, that I shall sail for 
New London, the first Wind, & hope things are not so bad, 
as represented to His Majty beleiving me, it will bring 
great disgrace upon the Province of Connecticut & you can 
be no other than sensible, such behavior, is contrary to all 
Treaties. 

Now I am to desire you will use your utmost in recov- 
ering such part thereof, as may have been plunder’d or em- 
bazzled without any proceedings at Law to prove the said 
Ship to have been guilty of any Illegal Practiss, which 
you'll find in the Instructions, I shall deliver You, on my 
arrival, in the mean time, I am 

Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 
Triton in Rhode Island 31st Oct? 1754. 
To The Govr & Council of Connecticut. 


THOMAS FITCH TO JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN. 

_ Norwa.k 4th Novbr 1754 
Ur 

I Rec4 yours of ye 28th of octt Last and Could be very 
glad it was in my Province to help you in the Case you 
Mention to me so as to See you be not injured by a process 
on Mr Kates Libel but as I have no Command over the 
Admiralty to Stay their proceedings if they go beyond their 
Jurisdiction so must Refer you to the Chiefe Judge or other 
Judges of our Superior Court who by law are impowered 
to grant prohibitions to the Court of Admiralty when 
that Court Exceeds its Jurisdiction but then you must be 
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Able to Shew the Law in Your Favour and as you are 
under the Subjection as well as protection of the Laws of 
the Government So you may Depend on as much Justice 
and Even the Same as other Men have. I need Say no more 
in this Matter wherein your Council will Doubtless be able 
and Willing to Direct you. 

I shall only Add that in all Matters proper for me I 
shall be Ready to afford you Just protection and assistance 
and hope you have and will have Reason to believe I have 
been and Am your well wisher Friend and Humble Servant 


Die 
Don Jos MicueEt D ST Juan 
Copy 
[Indorsed] Copy to Don Jos Miguel D. St Juan 4th Nov. 


1754 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
WHITEHALL 4th Novt 1754 
Gentlemen, 

This Letter will be put into your hands, by Sir John St 
Clair, whom the King has been ‘pleased to appoint Deputy 
Quarter Master General of his Forces in North America, 
and has ordered him to repair forthwith to Virginia to 
make the Necessary Preparations for the reception of the 
Troops; It is- therefore the Kings Pleasure that you shall 
be Aiding and Assisting to Sir John St Clair in the Execu- 
tion of his Duty and shall give him the best Advice you can 
upon all Occasions, relating to the Kings Service particu- 
larly with regard to those points mentioned to you in my 
Letter of the 26t past, whereof I have given a Copy to Sir 
John St Clair and from whom you will receive a Duplicate 


of the same. 
I am Sir 


Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
T ROBINSON 
Govt & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] rec4 4th February 1755 
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MATTHEW WHITWELL TO THOMAS FITCH, 

Sur 

By this Opportunity, I am to acquaint You of my 
arrival here, that I have a Packét, which I should be glad 
to deliver myself, as it is of Consiquence; therefore hope 
you'll contrive a speedy Method, for our meeting, & favour 
me-+with an imediate Answer. I am Sir 

Yt very Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 

Triton at New Lonpon 7th Novrt 1754 
[Indorsed by Fitch] from Capt of the Ship Triton 7tt Nov 

1754 Rec4 roth at even or 


THOMAS FITCH TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 


Norwatk 11th Novembr 1754 

Sie 

Your Favour from Rhode Island of the 31st of Octobr 
Last to the Governor and Council of this Colony as also that 
from New London of the 7th instant to me I am to Acknowl- 
edge and had my Scituation permitted me the Pleasure in 
person to have Welcom’d you to this Colony and paid you 
my Compliments on your Arrival:’twould have given me 
peculiar Satisfaction, but the Distance I Live from the Port 
of New London prevents me doing it at present otherwise 
than by this. as you acquainted us by yours of ye 318t of 
octobr you had Instructions for us Relating to the Spanish 
Ship &c Should have been glad to have Received them by 
the Barer; that I might have known whether they are for 
the Governor and Company or for the Govt & Council or 
for the Governor only that I might have known what Steps 
to take in order to a punctual compliance therewith, and as 
on the Receipt of them I may be oblidged to call the gene- 
ral assembly or the Council, which I am unable to Determine 
till I see the Instructions it will be very Acceptable if you'l 
be so good as to transmit them to me by Some Safe Con- 
veyance which I hope may be agreable to you Also, Should 
You commit them to the Care of Col. Saltonstall or Mr 


—_" ae 
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Miller to convey by express or the Post they will Doubt- 
less come Safe and Shall be directly acknowledged to be 
Received on Your Desire. if you’l please to Signify your 
Mind in Any Matter Relative to that affair Shall Chearfully 
Serve you according to my Power and in the whole En- 
deavour the greatest Dispatch 
I am Sir your Obedient 
Humble Servant 


ef Dod 5 
Capt WHITWELL 


[Indorsed] Letter to Capt of Ship Triton 11th Novt 1754 


MATTHEW WHITWELL TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Sir/ 

Yesterday, I received yours, & am glad to hear both 
my Letters dated the 318t October & 7th Instt came to hand, 
as it will give the Ministry an Opportunity of seeing how 
much I had the Service (on which his Majesty was pleas’d 
to direct) at Heart, tho’ much afraid, it will be out of my 
power to fulfill the intent of my Orders; it appearing to me 
many have handled & few done Justice, to the poor 
Spaniards, which gives me no small concern, well knowing 
the ill consequences that may attend such management. 

The pleasure I should have had, in seeing you at New 
London, would have been no less, then what you express 
you would had, proviso your Situation premitted, of your 
Personally, waiting on me there. 

As to the Bearer of either Letters, you rec4 from me, I 
was unacquaited with, therefore did not think it proper to 
deliver the Packet, but have now sent an Officer with it, by 
which you will be satisfied, as to the Direction, & hope, 
you'll give me a Satisfactory Answer; His Majesty’s Ship 
under my Com¢ being to be dispatch’d, without loss of time, 
which you'll find in the Packet the Officer will deliver, in the 
mean time ’am 

Sir 
Your very Humble Servt 
MATW WHITWELL 
Triton in New Lonpon Harbr the 14th Novembt 1754 
To The Governor of Connecticut 
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THOMAS FITCH TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 


NorwaLk 16th Novembr 1754 

Sir ¢ 

This Day Rec yours of the'14th Instant by your Lieut. 
who also Safely Delivered me the Letter from the Secretary 
of State Directed to the Govt & Company of this Colony 
Relating to the St Joseph and St Helena and her Cargo and 
Shall as far as Lyes in my Power Endeavour a puntual Com- 
pliance with his Majestys Commands and in order the more 
effectually to afford aid and Assistance according to the 
Kings Direction I think it proper to advise with my Council 
which I shall Endeavour as Soon as possible and when they 
are Met Should be glad you’d please to Signify to me for 
their Consideration in what particulars and in what Manner 
you Shall want Assistance in fulfilling the Kings Orders to 
you that we may be able to do what shall be proper in that 
affair in the Mean Time I hope you'l please to give the 
Necessary orders And directions as far as may be to get in 
Readiness Every thing to quicken the Dispatch of his 
Majestys Ships under your Command and if the Spanish 
goods are to be put on board their own Ship, they must 
forthwith proceed to fit her for yt purpose. I shall Endeav- 
our to Let you know when the Council Meet and where 
being in hast can only add that 
I am Sir your very 

Humble Servant 
HGS oPT Ter 

Capt WHITWELL 

[Indorsed] To Capt of Ship Triton 16t Novembr 1754 Copy 


THOMAS FITCH TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 


Norwatxk 18th Novembr 1754. 
Sir 
According to my promise in my last of the r6th instant 
to you I am now to Acquaint you that I have appointed his 
Majesty’s Council of this Colony to Attend me at New 
Haven on the 26th of this Month sooner than that could not 
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give the Nesessary Notice for Meeting unless I had Recd 
the Packet a Day or two before I did I hope Sir we Shall 
give you no Delay and must again Repeat my Request to 
you to do all you can before we meet to make the Necessary 
preparations for imbarking the Spaniards and their Effects 
And as his Majesty hath been graciously pleased to order 
you to Convoy those Effects and to give all possible Protec- 
tion to Such Persons as Shall be Appointed by the Proprie- 
tors to collect and Recover the Same, your Order and 
Direction will Doubtless be Sufficient for many purposes 
in making Ready and what aid and assistance you Shall 
need from the Government will Readily be given according 
to the Utmost of our power you will therefore please to 
Signify what is wanting as I before mentioned to you that 
we may the better and with Greater Expedition Exert our- 
selves in the Service his Majestys has been pleased to Com- 
mand us 
I am Sir your very 
Humble Servant 


MBIT CH 
Capt WHITWELL 


[Indorsed] Letter to Capt of Ship Triton 18t2 Novembr 1754 


THOMAS FITCH TO GURDON SALTONSTALL. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch writes on November 18, 1754, 
to Colonel Gurdon Saltonstall, as is shown by his reply 
three days later, evidently asking for information about the 
cargo of the Spanish ship, what losses it had sustained, and 
what action had been taken concerning it. ] 


MATTHEW WHITWELL TO THOMAS FITCH. 
oor} 

Yours dated the 16th Instant, I receiv’d Yesterday & am 
glad to hear the Secretary’s Packet came safe to your Hands, 
& I observe your Intention, in calling the Council & that 
you desire I would advise You, in what particulars, I shall 
want your Assistance, 
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In Answer, I now advise You, the Ship (charter’d by 
the Spaniards) is fitting with all Expedition & if Weather 
permits, will be ready in ten Days, to take in the remaining 
Effects, so flatter myself, you’ll imediately execute His 
Majesty’s Comands, signified to You & Company, by the 
Secretary of State, not only, by ordering the said Effects to 
be embark’d, but to endeavour the Recovery of such, as has 
been embezzled; also to deliver up all the Spaniards at large, 
or in Prison, belonging to the Ship St Joseph & St Helena, 


IL am Sir 
Your most Obedt Humble Servant 


MATW WHITWELL 
Triton at New Lonpon 20th Novt 1754 
[Indorsed] Letter from Capt Whitwell 20th Nov. 1754 Rec 
224 s¢ month ; 


ROBERT H. MORRIS* TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[A Letter from Governor Robert H. Morris to Governor 
Thomas Fitch dated November 20, 1754, is mentioned in 
the reply of the 29th of the same month. It evidently was 
in relation to the proposed settlement at Susquehannah, and 
apparently a protest against such a settlement, because of 
the trouble it was likely to create between the settlers and 
the Indians. | 


GURDON SALTONSTALL TO THOMAS FITCH. 
, New Lonpon Nov az. 1754 

ffons'e Sir 

Your esteemd favour of the 18th Currt have before me, 
& as the Messenger is in great haste, shall give your Honor 
all the information I can, though it will bein a very imper- 
fect maner, 

1752 Nov 26. The Colector by concent of Capt Durfy 
& Mt McKenzie as Agent for Don Joseph, landed in my 
Stores 


*Robert Hunter Morris was governor of Pennsylvania from Oct. 3, 1754, to 
Aug. 20, 1756. 


GURDON SALTONSTALL, 63 


36 Seroons, contents unknown (N B. but evidently none 
Indico) 
12 Chests Trunks & boxes. 
40 Chests said to be mony. 
Dect del4 5 Trunks & boxes to the Sp Officers. 
1753 JanyY 224 dd by order of Colector to Don Joseph 6 
Chests Silver 
Feby rgth dd do do to Don Lerondo Atty 14 ditto 
Aug. 20. d4 de do to Don Joseph 6 ditto 
27 dd de do to H Lane as Agent & Atty 13 ditto 
st to be Gold 1 ditto 
do d4¢ sd Lane as above s@ the 
rem’ Trunks vizt 7 





40 

As to the Chest of Gold for the particular Accot must 
refer you to Colo Huntington & &¢ 

Cole Trumble will doubtless shew you my affidavit 
touch® the above Facts, as also touche the Govrs Apointz 
me his Agent, & my conduct thereon, so far as was tho’t 
material to be incerted in my Testimony, for to have run 
throught the variety of orders rec4, was thought not neces- 
sary to be in st Evidence; to which I made oath, namely, 
that all incerted was truth. 

I was entirely free to add the residue of my Transac- 
tions as Agent, had Cole Trumble supos’d it Expedient, 
save only as to my Coms & what paid the Watch, though I 
make no secret thereof; but inform any Gent" that enquires; 
Yet, as it might possibly particularly afect my Interest here- 
after, desir’d to be excus’d. 

As to the residue of the Snows Cargo, I conclude it 
remains in Messts Sloane, Chew, & McKenzies Stores, in 
much the state it was after McKenzie sent off what he 
supos’d he had right too last Year. Save that those Goods 
that were on board the Ship, were lately landed & housed, 
in Mr Sloans Store, to save from damage, I conclude the 
Ships decks proving leaky. As I never was in one of those 
Stotes since the Goods were there, nor ever had any m° of 
what was there, can’t give you any further information 
relative thereto. 
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Capt Whitwell is fiting out the Ship Chartered by Lane 
& Co. to Don Joseph; by Don Josephs approbation; & Don 
Joseph is determen’d to embark for Spain in the Triton, 
with Cargo, or no Cargo, as Capt Whitwel declard yester- 
day in open Compy. 

Capt Whitwel no doubt expects a Reward for his Virtue 
towards the Spaniards, in being so hearty intheircause. I 
am told he lost £500 stg. by convoy’ the Spaniards from 
Se Carolina to Cadiz. It must needs evidence his good 
afection towards them, to Risque another £500 stg. though 
I believe Your Honr will easily conclude Capt Whitwell 
hopes for better Fortune this Voy®. under these circum- 
stances its natural to Imagine he’s somewhat prejudicd in 
their favour. 

As to the Embezalments, its not in my power to give a 
distinct Accot, conclude Colo Trumble, by the Evidences 
lately taken at N. L. will be able to give Your Hont & 
Gent" of the Council, as perfect Accot as is possible to be 
obtained, & therefore to him I must refer You. 

I shall with the utmost chearfulness do the Colony any 
Service in my power 

Pardon the imperfections in this hasty leter & believe 
me that I am 

Yt Honors 
Most Obedt Hume Servt 
G. SALTONSTALL 
To the Honble Tuo’ Fircn Esqt Govt 


MATTHEW WHITWELL TO THOMAS FITCH. 
str} 

Your favour dated the 18th Instant, I acknowledge, & 
be assur’d, the Orders I am under, will be punctualy com- 
ply’d with (as far as lays in my power) further I have no 
business; but shall use every Method, to serve the Span- 
iards, whose Case I compassionate, being greatly concern’d 
for the Honour of the British Government, & always ready 
to execute the Orders of my Sovereign, not doubting You 
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& the Council will exert Yourselves in the Service, He has 
been pleas’d to Command, as is the Duty of every Faithfull 
& Loyal Subject. Iam Sir 
Your most Obedt Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 

Triton in New Lonpon Harbour 224 Novt 1754 
[Indorsed] Letter from Capt Whitwell 224 Nov>r 1754 Recd 

30th of Said Month 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Governor Shirley’s Letter to the Governor of Connecticut. 


Boston Novemr 224 1754. 
sir, 
I think it necessary to advise your Honor of the dis- 
tress’d State of the Town of Stockbridge and the Places 
adjacent, and the great danger of their being destroyed by 
the Enemy, as it has been represented in part of a Letter 
from Several of the Inhabitants of Stockbridge to Cole 
Israel Williams, which Extract of said Letter I now send 
you. 

The common Ty of Subjection the same Sovereign, and 
the near Neighbourhood of Connecticut to this Government 
and their present Exemption from the Miseries of Wars and 
the heavy Load of Taxes for supporting it, which this Gov- 
ernment is involved in, as well as the inevitable Misfortune 
which will befall the Government of Connecticut, If the 
Enemy should break up the Settlements of the Places above- 
mentioned, and thereby remove the only Barrier Connecticut 
now has on that Side against their Incursions and Ravages 
now in a manner born only by this Province. These Con- 
siderations, I say will undoubtedly prevail upon your Honor 
to use your best Endeavours that the Government of Con- 
necticut may give us all reasonable Assistance in the defence 
of that part of our Frontier. 

And more particularly (Upon the Request of the As- 
sembly of this Province) I desire your Honour would 
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recommend to the General Assembly of Connecticut as soon 
as may be convenient, to assist us in building protecting 
and maintaining a Fort betwixt Fort Massachusetts and 
Hudsons River. 


RECORDS OF GOVERNOR ‘AND COUNCIL OF 
CONNECTICUT. 

At a Meeting of the Governour & Council of ye Colony 
of Connecticut in New Haven the 26th Day of November 
Anno Domini 1754. 

His Honour the Governour having laid before this 
Board a Letter from Sir Thomas Robinson one of his 
Majesty’s principal Secretarys of State to ye Govt and Com- 
pany of this Colony Dated Whitehall 13t8 June 1754 Signi- 
fying that his Majesty has been graciously pleased to Order 
Captain Whitwell commanding the Tryton Man of War to 
Repair forthwith to New London in order to Convoy the 
Effects belonging to the St Joseph and St Helena a Spanish 
Register Ship to Cadiz or any other Port in old Spain &c 
Signifying also the Kings Command to us to be Aiding 
and Assisting to ye utmost of our power in ye Embarking 
the Same & likewise in ye Recovery of such part thereof as 
may have been Plundered & Embezzled & that we should 
Exert ourselves in ye Discovery and Punishment of ye 
offenders and use our utmost Endeavours & ye proper 
Authority of Government to put ye Spanish Agent into ye 
immediate Possession of every part of said Cargo that 
possibly can be Recovered for ye use of ye Proprietors. 

On Consideration whereof this Board do Advise that 
his Honour the Governour do use his utmost Endeavours 
for an immediate Compliance with his Majesty’s gracious 
Commands Signified as aforesaid 

And in order thereto this Board do Advise that his 
Honr the Govt Issue forth from under his Hand a Declara- 
tion and order to all and every person & persons, in whose 
Care, Custody or possession any part of said Cargo is or 
shall be found, immediately & forthwith to Deliver up all & 
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every part or parcel thereof in their Care and Custody into 
the immediate possession of ye Spanish Agent for ye Use of 
the Proprietors thereof 

And whereas Some part of said Cargo by wicked & 
Evilminded persons hath been Stolen, Plundered & Em- 
bezzled which by the Authority of the Government hath 
been diligently Searched after, many Discoveries made, 
some considerable part Recovered and many of ye Offenders 
Convicted, in all which ye Authority of Government was 
vigorously Exerted, yet forasmuch as some may remain 
Undiscovered, 

This Board do farther Advise his Honour ye Governour 
to Send forth a Warrant to the Kings Attorney for the 
County of New London Requiring & Directing him to make 
ye most diligent Search & Enquiry after all Embezzlements, 
Thefts and Plunderings of said Cargo & ye offenders therein 
and bring them to Condign Punishment therefor. And 
Recover what possibly can be Recovered for the Proprietors 
aforesaid to be delivered to them or their Order, and further 
Directing all Magistrates, Justices of the peace and other 
officers to be Aiding and Assisting in making such search & 
Discovery that all possible Justice may be done to said 
Proprietors. 

And farther this Board do Advise his Honour the Gov- 
ernor to Appoint & Impower Jonathan Trumble and Roger 
Wolcot Junt Esqts forthwith to Repair to New London, 
Confer with the said Commander of the Triton Man of War 
on the premisses & Consider with him ye best ways & means 
to be used for the well ordering of said Affair, and give all 
possible Aid & Assistance in Embarking said Cargo accord- 
ing to his Majesty’s aforesaid Instructions, and to Assist in 
Settling and Adjusting all Accounts & matters Relative to 
said Affair and to Compel, if need be, any person or persons 
by ye proper Authority of Government to a Compliance with 
his Majesty’s Commands, Assist & Advise ye Kings Attor- 
ney in the County of New London in Searching and Enquir- 
ing after all Embezlements, Thefts & Plundering of said 
Cargo and the Offenders therein that they may be Bro’t to 
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Condign punishment. And that they Report their Doings 
to his Honour together with their observations on what may 
be tho’t of by them as further needful to be done that so his 
Honour may be fully Acquainted with their proceedings & 
what worthy of Notice may pass under their Observation 

And further his Hont ye Governour is by this Board 
advised & desired to write a Letter, in Answer to that Re- 
ceived from said St Thos Robinson, giving some general 
Account of the said Affair and the Care and Vigilance this 
Government hath Used in the Securing and Protecting said 
Cargo, And that the unreasonable Delay that has been made 
in getting the said Effects to the Proprietors of them in 
Spain hath been much, if not altogether, owing to the Con- 
duct of the Spanish Merchant here with them and not to 
any Forcible or Illegal Detainer and that he at all times had 
the necessary Protection of Government and had frequent 
offers from his Honour the Governour and Gentlemen in 
Authority to Aid and Assist him in the Detecting & punish- 
ing such as had been guilty of any Embezzlements, Thefts 
and Plundering of said Cargo, but always Declined & 
Neglected to Accept such Aid and Assistance, or bring for- 
ward any Prosecution against any such Offenders. 

The foregoing is a true Copy 
Test Joun CuesTEr Clerk of ye Coun! 


COMMISSION TO TRUMBLE AND WOLCOTT. 


The Honorable Thomas Fitch Esqr Gov- 
ernor of his Majesty’s English Colony of Con- 
necticutt in New England in America, To 
Jonathan Trumble & Roger Wolcott Junt Esqrs 

Whereas I have received a Letter from St Thomas 
Robinson one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
directed to the Governor & Company of this Colony, Dated 
White Hall 13 June 1754, Signifying that his Majesty has 
been pleased to order Capt Whitwell Commanding the 
Tryton Man of War, to repair forthwith to New London in 
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Order to Convoy the Effects belonging to the St Joseph & 
St Helena a Spanish Register Ship, to Cadiz, or any other 
Port of Spain &c Signifying also the Kings Commands to 
us to be Aiding & Assisting to the utmost of our Power in 
Embarking the same: and likewise in the Recovery of such 
Part thereof as may have been plundered & embezzled; and 
that we should exert ourselves in the Discovery & Punish- 
ment of the Offenders; and use our utmost Endeavours & 
the proper Authority of Government, to put the Spanish 
Agent into the immediate Possession of every Part of the 
said Cargo, that can possibly be recovered for the Use of 
the Proprietors. 

I have therefore, by & with the Advice of his Majesty’s 
Council in this Colony, appointed & impowered, and do 
hereby appoint & impower you & each of you forthwith to 
repair to New London, there to confer with the said Com- 
mander of the Tryton Man of War on the Premisses, and to 
consider with him the best Ways & Means to be used for the 
well ordering the said Affair: and to give all possible Aid 
& Assistance in Embarking said Cargo according to his 
Majesty’s aforesaid Instructions and to assist in Settling & 
adjusting all Accounts & Matters relative to said Affair: 
and to compel (if need be) any Person or Persons, by the 
proper Authority of Government, to a Compliance with his 
Majesty’s Commands: and to assist and advise the Kings 
Attorney in the County of New London in Searching & 
Enquiring after all Embezzlements, Thefts & Plundering 
of said Cargo, and the Offenders therein, that they may be 
brought to condign Punishment, and that all possible Justice 
may be done to said Proprietors. And you are to make to 
myself Report of your Doings therein accordingly. Given 
under my Hand & Seal in the Council Chamber at New 
Haven on the 28th Day of Novt in the 28th Year of his 
Majesty’s Reign, Anno Domini 1754. 

THOS FITCH 

[This document bears the impression in red wax of the 
Fitch Arms. ] 
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THOMAS FITCH TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 


New Haven 28th Novt 1754 
Sir , 

Your last of the zoth instant came Safe to Hand Since 
which have had Opportunity to advise with the Council con- 
cerning the Matters which his Majesty has been pleased to 
command us and in pursuance of there Advice I have im- 
powered Jonathan Trumbel and Roger Wolcott Junt Esqrs 
to Do every thing that may be done agreable to his Majestys 
orders and Directed them forthwith to wait on you Confer 
about the affair and Concert with you the best means and 
Measures for. Answering the Kings Intentions have also 
ordered all persons to Deliver up Such parts of the Cargo of 
the St Joseph &c as they have the care Custody or Possession 
of and Directed the proper officers to Enquire after Embez- 
zelments &c and Recover what may possibly yet be Recov- 
ered. those Gent will inform what Steps of yt Kind have 
already been taken what protection has been afforded and 
that every thing hath been done that could be Expected and 
Even more to protect and Save as well as Recover that 
Cargo the Gentlemen being of Known Ability and Integrity 
their accounts may be Depended on and I Flatter my self 
that As they will be agreable to you they may Depend on 
your Advice and concurrance in Accomplishing this Trouble- 
some affair I hope Sir you will Succeed therein and believe 
that the Government have done their Endeavour to Serve 
the Spanish agent and the owners of the Cargo I gratefully 
acknowledge his Majestys Gracious Regards and your Ser- 
vice in Undertaking to Save protect and Convoy those 
Effects for ye proprietors to whom we Desire and Shall En- 
deavour the fullest Justice Imaginable. wishing you Safety 
and Dispatch I Remain your most Humble Servant 

THO® FITCH 

MattTHew WHITWELL Esq? 

[Indorsed] Copy Letter to Capt Ship Triton 28th Nov. 1754 
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PROCLAMATION BY GOV. THOMAS FITCH. 


The Hontle Thomas Fitch Esqt Governor 
of his Majesty’s English Colony of Connecticutt 
in New England in America. 

To all & every Person or Persons in whose 

Care, Custody or Possession any Part or Parcels of the 
Effects belonging to the St Joseph & St Helena a Spanish 
Register Ship, put into New London about two Years ago 
by Distress, are secured, kept & held. 

In Pursuance of his Majestys Instructions Signified to 
the Governor & Company of this Colony by Sir Thomas 
Robinson one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
by his Letter Dated Whitehall 13t June 1754, By & with 
the Advice of his Majesty’s Council of said Colony, I do 
hereby Strictly Order & Comand you & every of you, im- 
mediately & forthwith to deliver up all & every Part or 
Parcel thereof in your Care & Custody, into the immediate 
Possession of the Spanish Agent, for the Use of the Proprie- 
tors thereof. Hereof you may not fail, as you will answer 
the Contrary at your Peril. Given under my Hand & Seal 
in the Council Chamber at New Haven on the 28th Day of 
Novrt in the 28th Year of his Majesty’s Reign, Annoq Domini 
1754 

THO? PITCH 
[Indorsed] Copy of Govt Fitch’s Comission To Require all 
persons to Deliver up 

[This document bears the impression in red wax of the 
Fitch arms. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO ROBERT H. MORRIS. 


NorwaLk 29th November 1754 
ye 
Your favour of the 20th Instant by Mt Armstrong re- 
ceived Yesterday and should be glad it was in my Power to 
do more service than I am at present able to afford to pre- 
vent the Ill Consequences you have so well pointed out as 


72 FITCH PAPERS. 


proceeding from the Purchase of those Lands on Susqua- 
hannah in the Manner in which some People of this Colony 
have presumed to Act. I am very sensible that to take any 
steps to disaffect the Indians in our Alliance or to raise Con- 
tests between the Governments at this Critical Conjuncture 
must be prejudicial to his Majestys Interest and greatly 
Detrimental to the safety and Peace of these Governments; 
and therefore ought to be opposed by all. I preswade my 
self Sir that you beleive I shall use what Influence and In- 
terest I can against such Proceedings. Indeed I must 
confess myself to be unacquainted with the Scheme proposed 
by those Persons, and know but very little about the Steps 
they have taken as they never made any application to the 
Government about the matter, and who the Persons con- 
cerned be or where they live I know not, but only in general 
I have been informed some live in this Government and I 
suppose the greatest Number, some in England, some, in 
New York the Jersey and else where, when Govt Wolcott 
made Publick Govt Hamilton’s Letter about this affair I 
imagined it would have discouraged the further proceedings 
in that matter but by what I have heard it had not in gen- 
eral that Effect, however I know of no better way with us at 
Present than to represent the State of the Case in some 
Publick manner by which all Persons concerned may see the 
Consequences of such a proceedure; and it will be needless 
for me to think what may be proper to be done in your Gov- 
ernment in such Case: I shall therefore lay this matter 
before our Assembly for their Consideration: and shall as I 
have opportunity Endeavour as far as lies in my Power to 
shew the Perril attending such transactions: if any thing 
worthy of Notice Occurs shall further advise you, in the 
mean time 
Remain Your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 
The Honble Govt Morris. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO HORATIO SHARPE.* 


NorwaLk 30th November 1754. 
Szr, 

I take this oppertunity to Congratulate your Excellency 
on your receiving a Commission for so Important Service, 
and to signify my greatfull Resentments of his Majestys 
tender Concern for his American Subjects and hope under 
your Command the Event will be for the Honour of the 
Crown and Interest and safety of these Governments; you 
were pleased to signify your Desire that I would Endeavour 
to procure such supplies of Men or Money from this Colony 
as the Exigency of Affairs Demand; In answer I must beg 
the Liberty to observe to you that the Affairs of this Colony 
are conducted according to the Orders and Resolves of the 
General Assembly, and we meet but twice in the year unless 
on some Special Occasion and that always is attended with 
Considerable Expense; it will therefore be necessary they 
should be fully informed what is wanted and in what man- 
ner their Assistance may be most Serviceable; you will 
therefore be pleased to permit me to request a more partic- 
ular Account of some Matters than is Expressed in yours of 
the 8th Instant. 

I should be glad to be informed what Number of Troops 
you purpose to raise or Judge to be Sufficient for the Ser- 
vice, and what Encouragement of Succours from other Gov- 
ernments, and if you please, from which 

Whether if this Colony send Men you will pay and sup- 
port them and what their pay will be, this I mention because 
very Considerable Sums are raised both from Home and in 
the Governments near you for this Service, and that at 
present Money is very scarce with us Also whether if we 
raise Men we are to appoint and Commission Officers over 


*Horatio Sharpe was appointed Lieutenant Governor of Maryland in 1753 by 
Frederick, the last Proprietary Lord Baltimore of the colony. Early in November 
1754, he received a royal commission dated July 5 appointing him lieutenant colonel 
of foot in America, and directing him to take ‘‘the Command of the Combined 
Forces that shall be Assembled in America to oppose the Hostile Attempts Com- 
mitted by the French in Different parts of his Majestys Dominions.” Archives of 
Maryland, XXXI, 52. 
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them under your Excellency, without this they will not so 
chearfully Enlest I would conclude in as much as they will 
chuse to know their officers and our People have generally 
been used to that method; And if so Desire the Favour of 
some general hints concerning the Expedition his Majesty 
hath been pleased to Commission you for; and in what man- 
ner it will be proper to form our Commissions Relative to 
your Command of the Forces raised; You will please to Ex- 
cuse the Prolixity and particularity of this Letter as you will 
see the Necessity of our having the most perfect Intelligence 
in order to proceed in this Affair with Expedition and 
advantage. I must beg the Favour of a Speedy Answer, 
and as soon as I receive it shall call the Assembly and lay 
these Matters before them and Recommend the Affair to 
their Serious Consideration, and as this Government have 
at all times generously Exerted themselves in Defence of 
his Majesty’s Dominions and protection of our Frontiers, so 
hope to be able to give you advice of what they shall con- 
clude to your Satisfaction which I shall Endeavour without 
loss of time. In the mean time 
I Remain your Excellencys Most 
obedient and most 
Humble Servant 
THO? FITCH 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


NorwaLk 3% December 1754 

Sr 

In answer to yours with the Extract inclosed which I 
received 7 post; I must at present acquaint you that the 
Assembly of this Colony in October last took the State of 
your and our Frontiers into Consideration; and as I recom- 
mended it to them they accordingly made provision in that 
Case and appointed a Committee of War in the County of 
Hartford with full Power and Authority to raise and send 
Men to Guard and protect the Frontiers; who are to go as 
far in that Affair as they Judge Necessary; must therefore 
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desire your Excellency to direct the proper applications to 
be made to that Committee of whom the Dep: Governor is 
President; You will not doubt but we consider the Common 
Safety, good Neighbourhood and the Advantages arising 
from the Defence of your Towns which in some degree are 
Barriers to ours, if you reflect on what we have done and 
provided for; You doubtless have been fully acquainted with 
what readiness, and how generally our People went to the 
Relief of Stockbridge &c: the last Summer upon a sudden 
Alarm occasioned by the Approach of the Enemy, and 
what number have been continued there ever since; if more 
Succours are wanted I trust the Committee on Application 
will send them. 

With regard to building the Fort you mention, shall 
recommend it to the Consideration of the Assembly when 
they meet which I expect will be some time this Winter. 

I shall use my Endeavour that a good Harmony and 
Union may Subsist between your Government and this and 
other Governments for our common Defence. I am Sir 
your Excellency’s most Obedient humble Servant. 

THOS FITCH 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., 
TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 

[On December 4, 1754, Colonel Jonathan Trumble and 
Roger Wolcott, Jr., write to Captain Matthew Whitwell, as 
is shown by his letters of the 4th and 18th, informing him 
that they have been commissioned by Governor Thomas 
Fitch to aid in embarking the cargo and settling the ac- 
counts of the Spanish Ship. | 


MATTHEW WHITWELL TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE 
AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
Gentlemen/ 
I am glad to hear you are come to New London, & 
doubt not your Assistance in the Spanish Affair, which I 
most Heartily wish you Success in, as to my part, shall 
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strictly comply wtt my Orders & hope the Ship which the 
Spaniards have charter’d will be ready to receive their 
Effects, next Week, & that we shall meet wt no Delay, 
further I am not concern’d; but Will do myself the pleasure 
of waiting on You, in the Afternoon, at ye place appoint4 
I am Gentlemen 
Yt Very Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 
Triton 4t Dect 1754 
To JonaTHan TRuMBLE & RocEerR Wo tcott Jun® Esqrs 


JOSEPH CHEW TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND 
ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 


Gentlemen 

Iam Extreamly hurried however will use my Endeav- 
ours to Wait upon you at The Time as I shall always with 
pleasure give my poor Assistance to put a end to this Affair 

am Gentle 
Yr most Hbile servt 
JOS CHEW 
Dect 5 1754 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., 
TO HENRY CUYLER, JR. 


New Lonpon 7th Decemr 1754 

Sur 

In Pursuance of his Majesty’s Instructions to the Gov- 
ernor and Company of this Colony to be Aiding and Assist- 
ing to the Agent appointed by The Proprietors of the St 
Joseph & St Helena a Spanish Register Ship, wch came into 
This place by Distress about Two Years ago, in the Embark- 
ing the Cargo that is left, and in recovery of whatever hath 
been Embezzled there of that can be recovered for the use 
of The Proprietors, That The Same may be Safely Con- 
voyed to Cadiz or some port in Old Spain by Capt Whitwel 
Comanding The Tryton Man of War now in this Harbour; 
and In Compliance with the order given us by The Govt & 
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Council for This purpose, we are come hither to Aid & 
Assist in That affair 

We are informed That you with Mr Henry Lane was 
Impowered by Don Joseph Myguel De St Juan, The Super 
Cargo & Director of the St Joseph, and Accordingly came & 
Acted Sundry affairs in his behalf, it therefore Appears to 
us Needfull, & probably much for your Interest to Come 
hither and render ye proceedings done here by Mr Lane or 
yourself clear and plaine That so a good account Thereof 
may be given, ’tis Said That four Chests of The Silver be- 
longing to St Cargo was Sent To New York by Mr Lane, 
which with Other Things need To be Cleared up; and ’tis 
our Serious intention to Exert ourselves Vigorously that 
The fullest Justice & Satisfaction may be Given To The 
Proprietors Capt Whitwell will proceed in the Affair with 
Great Diligence, we Design to give no hindrance, but the 
Utmost Assistance that he may not be Delayed, So We 
hope you will not Delay Coming 

We are Sir 
Your very hume Servants 
JONTH TRUMBLE 
ROGER WOLCOTT Jr 

To Mt Henry Cuyier Jun® Mercht N York 

[Indorsed] Copy of our Letter to Henry Cuyler Junt 1754 


JOSEPH MIGUEL DE SAN JUAN’S ACCEPTANCE. 


New Lonpon 12th Decemr 1754 

I Do hereby Allow and Approve Christopher Christo- 
phers Esq Sheriff of the County of New London, To Take 
& Receive of The Dollars by him Levied On Frank Vallee’s 
Execution against him in Favour of Me The Subscriber, 
The Sum of Twenty One pounds One Shilling, Lawfull 
Money, To Save Said sheriff harmless from an Execu® he 
hath in favour of Stephen Lee Against The S4 Frank Vallee; 
And also Satisfy The Fees of The Court on the Judgments 
both against The Afores¢ Frank Vallee, and Also against 
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Frank Martenas at The Last County Court with The other 
Incident Charges, So That Said Christ? Christophers may be 
Saved & Kept Harmless. ‘ 
As witness my Hand 
JPH MIGUEL DE SN JUAN 
[Indorsed] Don Joseph Miguel de St Juan Relating to Lee’s 
Execu® 


MATTHEW WHITWELL TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND 
ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
Gentlemen. 

On the 4th Instant, You acquainted me wth Your Orders 
from the Governour. 

In answer I welcom’d You to New London & hop’d the 
Ship which the Spaniards had charter’d would be ready to 
receive the Effects, as the next Week, but was prevented by 
the Weather, which induces me to infringe on the Orders I 
am under, (as there has been a begining to ship the Cargoe) 
tho’ resolv’d, if you Gentlemen leave the place before the 
whole is shipt, to sail & make my report accordingly, being 
fully determin’d with all necessary Expedition to execute 
the Orders comitted to 

Gentlemen 
Your Very Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 
Triton 18th Dect 1754 
To Jon‘ TrumBLe & RocEer Wotcortt Jun® Esqts 


JOSEPH MIGUEL DE SAN JUAN’S CERTIFICATE. 


Certifico yo 4 vajo firmado, q® haviendome Imformado 
D» Juan Antonio Linares, (que sus Intenziones heran de no 
Ir 4 Espafia) pt motivo de hallarse Sumamente empejiado en 
Deudas que dize le hes Imposible parezer Honestamte 4 dar 
Satisfaczion a ellas, (fue mi opinion, es, y sera en todos 
tiempos) de q* fuera 4 Espafia, pero haviendo parezido esta 
parte pidiendo su Estada, ante el Capitan D= Matheo Whit- 
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well, D" Jph Hull, D= Jonathan Trumble y D= Roger Wol- 
coat, Consules nomvrados para la asistenzia de esta depen- 
dienzia, y siendo Requerido pt estos yo, ante los demas 
Nomvrados, me Informaron estavan Impuestos de las In- 
tenziones y Razones que dava el ss"° pidiendo no lo Vio- 
lentasen en hir 4 Espafia, preguntandome dhos stes en 
question, que si yo tenia algun poder despues de estar 
pagado el ss° del levar lo 4 Espafia, Respondi, que en esta 
materia segun la presente situazion de la Dependienzia 
Ignorava, si pt algunas Leyes 6 bien de Marina 6 General 
de Espafia, hera 6 no en mi poder llevar lo y siendo asi, no 
podia de terminar de absoluto, pero afiadia pr la presente, 
que me hallava con Carta de D» Antonio Aquado Duefio de 
el Paquevot nomvrado s" Jph y sta Elena, su fha en Madrid 
en 28 de Marzo de 1754, donde entre Otras cosas hallo qe 
Dize (te vendras trayendo el ss»°) que hera lo que podia dezir 
en cumplimiento de esta carta y el de ni 6bligazion; y siendo 
preguntado mas en question pt dhos sres que si la Estada de 
el ss"° seria en Detrimento 6 Dajfio alguno a los Interesados, 
Respondi, que no estava Informado plenamente de todos los 
Intentos de los Diputados nomvrados en Espafia, 6 de los 
medios Esenziales y prinzipales con q¢ Caminan en favor 
de la Dependienza, y asi no podia dar positivamente Razon 
alguna, si seria Dafio detrimento 0 venefizio alguno, la Ida 
6 estado de el ss®° qui hera quanto podia dezir en el asumpto, 
lo mismo que doy prt escripto, 4 suplica en Nuevo Londres 
19 de Dizre de 1754 entre Renglones Carta. vale. 
JPH MIGUEL pes SN JUAN 

En quanto a el cumplimiento de la obligazion de esta 
parte no tengo que dudar que en todas maneras tocante a la 
Dependienzia, ha sido en lleno Honestamte y de mi Entera 
Satisfacz en Cuya prevenzion no pongo Duda. vale. 

SY JUAN. 

Firme dos de un thenor. 
[Indorsed] Certificate Concerning Don Juan Antonio Lana- 

res Scrivan 
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JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN’S CERTIFICATE.* 


This Certifys the Subscriber 

That being informed by M:Jn° Anthony Linares that 
his intentions were, not to go to Spain, by reson he was 
much involved in Debt, and Says it is impossable for him 
with honisty to appear before, or give Satisfaction to his 
Credittors, but my oppinion is and allways was he might go 
to Spain, but haveing heard his Resons for Staying, before, 
Capt Mathw Whitwell & Jos Hull Esqrs & Jonathan Trumble 
& Roger Wolcott Gentlemen of the Counciel appointed for 
Settleing this affair, and Likewise being informed by the 
Gentle afore mentioned, that they have been informed by 
S4 Linares of the intentions and resons of his Staying and 
his desireing not to be forced to go to Spain, S4 Gentle. 
asked me if I had any power, after the Scrivner was pay4 
his wages to carry him to Spain, (I answer) in the present 
Situation of affairs I did not know, or whether by any Laws 
in Spain, Either Marrine or Generall, it_was in my power to 
Carry him or no I cannot Say, if So, I eannot absolutely 
determine (but I farther Say) as I have Recd Letters from 
Don Anthony Aguado owner of the Snow St Joseph & St 
Helena dated in Madrid the 28th of March 1754, wherein 
amongst other things they write me when I Come to bring 
with me the Scrivner, which is as much as I can Say as a 
Complement to the letter and my obligation, and being 
farther asked by ye Gentle afore Said if the Staying of the 
Scrivner would be any damage or determent to any of the 
Gentlemen Concerned (I answered) I had not been fully in- 
formed of the intents of the Gentle™ deputed in Spain, or 
half the Esensual or principale matters or things that might 
go in favour of this bussnies now in hand, So cannot give 
any possative answer, whether it will be damage or deter- 
ment to any, his going or Staying which is as much as I can 
Say in this matter 

Given under my hand at S4 Linares Request dated in 
New London y® rgt* day of Dect 1754 

JOSEPH MIGUEL pe ST JUAN 
*This document evidently purports to be a translation of the preceding Cer- 


tificate. If there are inaccuracies, it at least represents the contemporary informa- 
tion upon which the English speaking parties acted. 
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P: S: and the Subscriber farther Says Concerning 
fidelity, and Complying with his obligation I have no Reson 
of Doubt, Relateing to the Bussniess now in hand, or any 
other of my affairs Ever left in his Charge but have allways 
found him to behave with great honesty and integrity to 
my full Satisfaction of all which I have no Reson to Dought 

as above ST JUAN 
[Indorsed] Respecting Don Juan Antonio Linares 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., 
TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 
New Lonpon 27th Dect 1754. 

Sir 

In Answer to your favour of 18th Instant, We have to 
Express our Satisfaction in ) our Care, diligence & Vigilance 
in The Fitting the Ship Nebucadnezer Chartered by The 
Spaniard, and Shipping the Spanish Effects On Board of 
her; The whole Transaction hath be done with as great 
Expedition as The Weather would admitt off: ’tis Unfortu- 
nate that we are now delayed by The Said ships proving 
Leaky, but hope it will Soon. be Stopped, & The remaining 
part of The Cargo put On Board: You have hitherto 
Undoubtedly Executed The Orders comitted to You with 
utmost Diligence, & hope you nor We Shall meet with No 
further Delay; & hope you’l not be uneasy while You see 
Every Thing carried on with great Diligence, and You may 
Assure yourself That we shall Use our Utmost Endeavours 
To Assist & forward The whole Affair 
[Indorsed] Rouff Copies in The Spanish Case 1754 & 5. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
WHITEHALL 318t Dect 1754. 
Gentlemen, 

A Clause having been inserted in the Mutiny Bill, by 
Parliament this Session, enacting that all Troops in America, 
whilst in conjunction with the British Forces, under the 

6 
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Command of an officer, bearing His Majesty’s immediate 
Commision, shall be liable to the same Martial Law and 
Discipline, as the British Forces are. I send you by the 
King’s Command, the inclosed Sopy of the Said Clause, in 
order that you may Act conformably thereto; And I likewise 
Send you Several printed Copies of the Mutiny Bill passed 
last Year, & of the Articles of War founded thereupon, 
which being in every respect the same, as the Bill passed 
this Session, will be Sufficient for your Guidance & Direc- 
tion, till Such Time, as the New Bill & Articles of War can 
be printed, whereof I will hereafter transmit to You a 
proper Number of Copies. . 
I am Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient 
‘humble Servant 
T ROBINSON 
Govt & Company of Connecticut. 


FORM OF CERTIFICATE ABOUT CARGO OF 
SPANISH SHIP. 

Then Personaley appear4 & made 
Solemn oath That They Being Desired By J T R W Two 
of His majesties Council for ye Coloney of Conecticott & 
Joseph Hull Esqr Colector of His majesties Customs for ye 
Port of N London To Take an Exact account of ye Cargo 
Belonging To ye Spanish Register Snow St Joseph & St 
Helena Latley Put Into ye Port of New London under The 
Command of Don Joseph y® Super Cargo & Director 
of St Snow & That They Did Theirupon Proceed & Take 
a Carfull & Exact account of Everey articl That To their 
Knolege Can Now Be found Belongin To S4 Cargo & yt ye 
above Wure By Them Then Exactly & Carfulley Taken & 
Enterd & Do Contain & True manifs of The Whole Cargo 
yt Can Now be found & yt The S4 Don Josep Was By ye Sa 
J TR W&JH Put Into ye Posesion of Everey of ye 
above articls & Thay are all Now Carfuley Shipt on Bord 
y® Ship N Now Riding att anor In S4 Port under y® Convoy 
of Capt Whitwel Comander of the Triton Man of Warr 
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EVIDENCE IN AFFAIR OF SPANISH SNOW. 


Jo Chew 

Qu. 1 do you Know ye Snow St Jos & St Helena, 
Spanyards &c? He Knows Them 

2 Wt Cargo &c? Inventory ordered by Govt Woolcot 
&c 

3 Lane, Cuyler Smith Vessel pure or chartred Who 
Comded? Knows them and their Conduct 

4 Any Cargo deliverd, to Who & when? 

5 have Any Roberies &c? 

6 Gener Acc? 

7 When The goods remaining What, in whose Care, 
wt Cond2 

To 4 Qu. Don Jos Jant 1753 rec4 out of Col Salton- 
stal’s Store 6 Chests Silver 12 m Dollars paid Officers & 
Seamen Wages &c Q. by whose Order? 

Que. Did he not at That Time dismiss his Seamen, 
So That he was Unable To proceed his Voyage 

In Feb 1753. The Secrety & 204 Capt recd out of Cole 
Saltonstal Store (By whose Order) 14 Chest Silver Conts 28 
m Dollars They, Lane & Cuyler discharged Decree of 
Admiralty 

In Augt 1753 Mert Rect 5 Chests Silver out of Cole 
Saltonstall’s Store to Use Unknown to ye Deponent. Q. 
by whose order? 

29th Augt 1753 N L BA. Depo. desired by Collector to 
Attend at Cole Saltonstal’s Store Del4 H Lane 36 Ser 6 
Boxes a Chest & One Smal Box d 1 ad 42 Sent on Board 
Nebucadnezer Under Direction Capt Smith Spanyards 
made a Noise The Merct being Absent What orders for 
y® Delivery Where The Mert Gone Augt 30th &c 

Get The Evidence of Esqt Perkins who Appointed 
him & Others to Adjudge Durfey’s Salvage relating to 
Delivery of The Money &c out of Cole Saltonstal Store & 
wt he Knows relating To The Chest of Gold? of Capt Jos 
Coit & Jno Coit of Their being Appointed to View The 
Spanish Snow by the Judge of Admiralty & wt They Re- 
ported of Jos Coit & Tut Hurlb of wt They found on Board 
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The Nebucadnezer wt Mischiefs done, & the Time &c 
Dan! Coit Copy The Inditmt in Case of The Gold & other 
Thefts 

What part of ye Cargo Sold ‘for The Salvage & for how 
much, by whom purchased & how paid 


LIST OF CHESTS OF MONEY. 
40 Chests of Money deliverd to Mt Hull & Stored in Colle 


Saltonstall. 
1? Deliverd to pay wagis yt Self 6 Chist 12,000 
24 deliverd to ye 24 Capt S Srivan (?) by yt order to 

pay y° decre of the Admeralty 14d° 28,000 
3° Deliverd yt Self when yot came from York in 

August 1753 6 12,000 

Ye Chist of Gold Stolen 5,000 
4 deliver to Mt Lane 

put ab? ye Ship } 


sent to York by Lane 
pd to Sundries persons & kep by himself : 13 26,000 





dollers 83,000 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., 
TO ANTONIO AGUADO AND COMPANY. 


New Lonpon 224 January 1755 

Gentlemen 

His Brittanick Majesty having been graciously pleased, 
as a Mark of his Reguard to the Court of Spain, to order 
Capt Whitwell, Comanding The Tryton Man of War, to re- 
pair to This Port ‘in order to convoy the Effects belonging 
to The St Joseph & St Helena, a Spanish Register ship that 
came into this place by Distress about two Years ago, to 
Cadiz or any other Port in old spain, And The Govr & 
Comp? of his Majesty’s Colony of Connecticutt is likewise 
ordered to be aiding & Assisting to the Utmost in Embark- 
ing the Same, & in the Recovery of Such part thereof as 
may have been plundered or Embezzled, & to use The 
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proper Authority of Government to put the spanish Agent 
into the possession of Every part of the Cargo that can pos- 
sibly be recovered for The Use of the proprietors Thereof. 
In pursuance thereof The Governour, by & with the advice 
of his Majesty’s Council of This Colony, hath Appointed & 
Impowered us to repair to this place, & give all possible Aid 
& Assistance in Embarking said Cargo, according to his 
Majesty’s afore Said Instructions; and to Compell (if need 
be) any person or persons by proper Authority of Govern- 
ment to Compliance with his Majesty’s Comands; and To 
Assist in Searching & Enquiring after all Embezzlements, 
Thefts & plunderings of said Cargo, & The offenders 
Therein, That They may be bro’t to condign punishmt, & 
That all possible Justice may be done to the Proprietors. 

We have Therefore Attended on that Service, & given 
aid & Assistance to the Utmost of our power in Embarking 
the Cargo that was left, & by proper Authority of Govern- 
ment heretofore Executed, very considerable value of the 
Same hath been recovered, which is likewise shipped: 
We have pursued Strictly his Majesty’s Instructions, and 
by diligent search & Enquiry After the Effects have gotten 
what we could, & put Don Joseph Miguel de St Juan into 
possession of whatever hath been Recovered, & have 
Assisted him as Your Super Cargo, Director & Agent in 
Embarking the Cargo that was Left, with all that hath been 
been recovered, On Board The Ship Nebucadnezer Char- 
tered by him, Who only hath Acted here as agent to S4 
Proprietors. 

It Appears by Letters from Mr Jn° Bristow of London 
To S4 Don Joseph That Capt Arbuthnot comanding The 
Garland Man of War was Constituted & Impowered to 
Assist Said St Juan in Receiving, recovering & Embarking 
the said Effects But by Some Means Capt Arbuthnot hath 
not been here to Afford his Assistance 

The Ship Nebucadnezer is now Ready to Sail under 
Convoy of Capt Whitwell; God Grant Don Joseph Miguel 
de St Juan a prosperous Voyage a kind & happy Reception 
by his Friends, and We Wish The Effects safe to Your 
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hands, and are very Sorry for the Misfortunes that have 
happened: Your Agent and Super Cargo afores4 hath given 
us Letter of Attorney to Transact for him, Whereof he hath 
a Copy, & should it be your inclination to give us your 
Authority and Instructions to manage any Thing further 
for you, you’l make out your Power to us in like form, with 
your instructions & proper Evidence that the Property of 
Said Cargo was in you, and you may depend on our Care 
and Vigilance for your Interest in the best Manner we are 
Capable: If you sent any Thing of This Nature to us, it 
may be best To have your originals Translated into English 
in Cadiz and forwarded together, and Letters directed to us 
and sent to the Care of Mt Thos Lane Merct in London, 
with whom Jonth Trumble Corresponds, will by him be for- 
warded to us with Care & dispatch: 
God grant you Long Lives and prosperity 
We Remain, Gentlemen, 
Your very humble Servants 
JONTH TRUMBLE 


ROGER WOLCOTT J& 
To Don Antonio AGuapo & Comp Concerned In The 


Register Snow St Joseph & St Helena 
[Indorsed] Copy of our Letter To Cadiz 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., 
TO MATTHEW WHITWELL. 
New Lonpon 5‘ January 1755 

er 

The Spanish Effects are now embarked, and We appre- 
hend ali hath been done with great diligence and dispatch; 
and we gratefully Acknowledge The Favour of your Assist- 
ance in fitting the Ship, and forwarding the people in ship- 
ing the Goods. The Accounts will soon be Settled, & 
nothing further prevent or Delay You; Mutual Harmony 
and Satisfaction hath Subsisted between us, in the whole 
affair. We expect to See you This day. 
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MATTHEW WHITWELL TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND 
ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
Gentlemen/ 

Your favour of Yesterdays date I have receiv’d & am 
extreamly glad’my Conduct in the Spanish Affair, has given 
you so much Satisfaction, assuring You it has been an infi- 
nate one to me, in seeing with what Chearfulness the Effects 
has been shipt, thro’ your Assistance & am of Opinion, 
(considering the Variety of Weather) since my arrival here, 
the whole has been manag’d, wth the utmost Dilligence & 
shall do myself the pleasure of waiting on You, as I should 
be glad to part with You, in the same Harmony, as the whole 
has been conducted with, & flatter myself such Methods 
will be taken, as to prevent any further uneasiness in this 
unhappy Affair & that you will be able to recover what has 
been so unjustly carried off, to the Satisfaction of the Pro- 
prietors, & if it is in my power, to be of any Service, shall 
take a pleasure in convincing You wt what Regard, I am 

Gentlemen 
Your most Obedt Humble Servant 
MATW WHITWELL 
Tritan 6th Jany 1755 
To JonaTHAN TRuMBLE & Rocer Wotcorr Jun® Esqrs 


JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE 
AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
Nuevo Lonpres 7 de Hen? 1755. 

Sres 

Las Cuentas en que se esta Disputando, sobre si se 
deven pagarono, Haviendo el Colector dado 4 mi y a vinds 
su Respuesta, en q¢ dize no pretende hazer ninguna Cosa en 
punto ael 4 Juste Razonable de dhas Cuentas, y parezien- 
dome a mi q¢ no hera mi Obligaz" el dar mi Consentimiento 
a esto, considerando la situaz™ de la Dependienzia y el per- 
juizio y Detenz™ qe vinds me hau Impuesto se puede Seguir, 
pido 4 vinds Como Comisionistas pt el Honorable s°t Gov- 
ernador y Compafiia de Connecticut, que si les pareziese 
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Justo y Razonable, pueden Disponer el pagar lo con el huso 
de propia Justizia, y echa esta estara y Divina 4 vinds mui 
dbligado. su Humilde seryder 
JPH MIG" pe SN JUAN. 


Sres JONATHAN TRUMBLE y RocerR Wotcott Esqs 


JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE 
AND ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
New Lonpon 7 Jant 1755 

Gentlemen 

The Accounts in wet They now dispute, wither they 
ought to be paid or not; being The Collector give me his 
Answer in which he Says, That he does not pretend to Do 
any Thing In point of agreement reasonable for S4 Accounts; 
it Appears to me it was not my Obligation, To give my 
Consent to This; Considering The Scituation of The Affair, 
and The Damage That may happen by Detention that You 
Inform me, it will be; I pray you as Coms of The Honble 
Govt & Ce of Connecticutt, If you Think The Accounts are 
Just & Reasonable, That You See and pay Them, and use 
proper Justice & when This is done, Shall be & Leave much 
Oblidged to You. 

Your Humble Servant 
JosepH MIGUEL DE ST JuAN 

Sres J TrumBLE & R Wo tcorr Esqrs 
| Indorsed] Don Joseph Miguel de S" Juan Allows of our 

settlemt of Acc® 1755 


CARGO OF THE SAINT JOSEPH AND SAINT HELENA.* 


Extracto por Mayor donde Consta la Carga de plata, 
oro, plata Lavrada y demas Efectos, qe en su tornabiaje del 
Pto de Cadiz, Vaxo partida de Rex°® Conduzia el Paquevot 
Nombrado sta Elena y s°r s. Jph, a el Cargo de su Mare dn 


*General abstract of what constitutes the cargo of silver, gold, wrought 
silver, and the remaining effects, which on its return voyage from the port of 
Cadiz, under registered entry, was carried by the packet named Santa Elena and 
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Jph Miguel de s" Juan, con la Expresion y Distinzion, por 
entero de las Variedades de Frutos, que Constan en la 
seguinte forma a saver 


Ajfilen Dragoen Balsamo Carafia Zevadilla 


Zurones Zurrones dhos dhos dhos 

562 13 27 126 2 
Zarza Lana de Caxones Cueros en Achiote 
de mea Vicuna enCuereads Suela Zurrones 

16 I 14 760 Io 
Ypecaquana Zarza suel- Plata Lavra-  Plataen 
Zurrones ta Quintales da marcos Pesos 

10 118 471 83621 1% 

En oro 
Pesos 

5100 


L» prezedente arriva es un Estracto de el total en 
lleno de la Carga qe elsPaquevot sta Elena y sor sn J ph, 
conduj» pt adzidente Inopinado a el Pte de Nuevo Londres 
en la Colonia de Connecticut, donde haviendo sido puesta 
en Custodia y posesion de d" Jph Hull, Escudero; Publico 


Sefor San Joseph, in charge of its master Don Joseph Miguel de San Juan, with 
full setting forth and definition of the varieties of products, which are comprised 
in the following schedule, to wit: 


Indigo Dragon’s-blood Balsam Gum Carauna 
Bags Bags ditto ditto 

562 13 é 27 126 
Cevadilla seeds Sarsaparilla Vicufia Lacquered 
ditto choice Wool Boxes 

2 16 I 14 

Sole Anotto Ipecacuana Sarsaparilla in 
Leather Bags Bags bulk Quintals 

760 10 10 118 
Wrought Silver Silver in In gold 
marks [8 0z.] Dollars Dollars 

471 83621 1% 5100 


The preceding above is an abstract of the total in full of the cargo which the 
packet Santa Elena and Sefor San Joseph carried by unforseen accident to the 
port of New London in the Colony of Connecticut, whence having been put in 
custody and possession of Joseph Hull, Esq., public official of royal customs of said 
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Ofizial de Rentas Reales de dha Colonia y Pto de Nuevo 
Londres, y haver sido esta Detenida Ilizitamte dos afios 
pasados: Sigue la Norma de la qe ha sido entreg44 pr dho 
ofiz! Real y asistenzia de los Comisionistas nomy4es pt el 
Honorable set Governador y Comp? de Connecticut, 4 d= 
Jph Miguel de s* Juan como Mare de dho Paquevot, la que 
del presente se halla emvarcada Avordo de la fragta Nom- 
vrada Nabucodonosor, su Capitand= Pablo Brustis, que 
actualmte esta proxima a seguir Viaje (mediante Dios) a el 
Pto de Cadiz, Comvoyada por la fragta de Guerra de su 
Magestad Bretanica, Nomva Triton, vajo el Mando de su 
Capitan d= Matheo Whituell; y de las Diferienzias en qe la 
Carga apareze Diminuta, segun el Estracto de arriva, se 


Expresa en la Razon siguiente. a saver. 

Afiilen dho en Zurnes dho en Barricas 

Zurrones averiados y Barrles Suello 18948 
a23 154 a el Compte de 2001 pr 

zur™ son Zurnes 45 

total de Zurrones Dragoen Balsamo Carafia en 

de Afiilde 3Sumas Zurnesy Cascos dhos dhos y Cascos 

Rezdos 522 12 28 125 

Zevadilla Zarza Lana de Caxones Cueros 

dhos de Marca Vicufia en Cuereads en Suela 

2 16 I 14 758 


colony and port of New London, it has been detained there unlawfully the past 
two years: here follows the schedule of what has been delivered by said royal 
official and the assistance of the Commissioners named by the Honorable Governor 
and Company of Connecticut, to Don Joseph Miguel de San Juan as master of the 
said packet, which at present is embarked on board the frigate named Nebuchad- 
nezzar, its captain being Paul Brustis, which at present is the next to make a 
voyage (God helping) to the port of Cadiz, convoyed by the frigate of war of his 
Britannic Majesty named Triton, under command of its captain Mr. Matthew 
Whitwell; and of the differences in which the cargo appears diminished, according 
to the abstract above, expressed in the order following, to wit: 


Indigo ditto in Bags ditto in Casks 
Bags damaged and Barrels Loose Ibs, 8948 
323 154 on Calculation of 200 lbs. per 
bag are Bags 45 
total of Bags Dragon’s-blood Balsam 
of Indigo in 3 Lots Bags and Casks ditto 


Received 522 12 28 
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Achiote Ypecaquana  Zarza Suel- Plata Lavda 

Zurrones Zurrones ta Quintales Marcos 
IO 10 a el djo 93 Esptes 471 

Plata en En oro 

Pesos Pesos 

395 4 480 


Por lo que pareze Rezivido pt este Estracto, se notara 
claramle lo que falta, segun el contenido del de arriva que 
es lo verdadero de el Rex® de el Espresado Paquevot, Dado 
en Nuevo Londres 8 de Hen® de 1755. 

Salvo Yerro de pluma 6 suma, enel Rezivo de la Carga. 

JP. MIGUEL; pr ss JUAN. 


POWER OF ATTORNEY BY JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN. 


Know all Men by these presents That I Don Joseph 
Meguel de St Juan Factor and Super Cargo of the St Joseph 
& St Helena, Snow put in by Destress to the Port of New 
London, and now Residing in the Town of New London in 
the County of New London and Colony of Connecticut in 
New England have and by these presents Do Nominate Con- 
stitute & Appoint and fully Impower my Trusty and faith- 
full Friends Jonathan Tromble of Lebanon in the County 
of Windham And Roger Wolcott Junt of Windsor in the 
County of Hartford Esqrs The Commissrs Appointed by the 
Honrtble Thomas Fitch Esqt Governour and the Company of 
the Colony of Connecticut, Agreeable to their Orders from 





Gum Carauna Cevadilla seeds Sarsaparilla 
ditto and Casks ditto Choice 
125 2 16 

Vicufa Lacquered Sole Anotto Ipecacuana 
Wool Boxes Leather Bags Bags 

5 14 758 10 Io, 
Sarsaparilla in Wrought Silver Silver in In gold 
bulk Quintals Marks Dollars Dollars 
roughly 93 Baskets 47% 305% 480 


By what appears as received from this abstract, may be noted clearly what 
falls short, according to the tenor of the above, which is the correct statement 
from the register of the described packet, Given in New London Jan. 8, 1755. 

Saving errors of pen or figures in the receipt of the cargo. 

JPH MIGUEL DE sx JUAN. 
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St Thomas Robinson Secretary of Siate, Dated the 13t® of 
June 1754, To See that the Cargo of the S4 Snow St Joseph 
& St Helena Should be no Longer Detained forcably or 
Illegally, but be put on board the nip Nebuchadnezzer pro- 
vided for that purpose, which now being done So far as 
Could be found at present, For the Recovery of what is 
Deficient To be my True Sufficient & Lawfull Attorneys 
Joyntly & Severally To Ask Demand Sue for recover & re- 
ceive any Sum or Sums of Money Due payable or by any 
way or means belonging unto me from any Person or Per- 
sons whatsoever, and to Ask Sue for recover and receive 
any Sum or Sums of Money & other Goods or Effects now 
unjustly witheld or detain’d from me as also to appear be- 
fore any-Judge Minister of the Law, Court or Courts in any 
Action or Cause Moved or to be moved for or Against me 
There To Answer plead and be impleaded to Act Transact 
and finally Accomplish Every matter and thing, and Ac- 
quittances and Discharges in my Name to Execute as fully 
and Amply as I my Selfe might or Could do if personally 
present, with full Power of Substituting one or more Attor- 
neys under them, and the Same at Pleasure to Revoak, 
Promising To Ratifye And Confirm whatsoever my Said 
Attorneys or Either of them or Either of their Substitutes 
Shall Lawfully do or Cause To be Done, and also that they 
or Either of them Shall make Remittances and Returns of 
Any Money Goods or Effects To me my Heirs or Assigns or 
any other person by me Appointed To Receive the Same, 
which by them Shall or may be Recovered and Received, 
In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my Hand and 
Seal this 8th Day of Janewary Anno. Dom. 1755 
JPH MIGUEL pe s* JUAN O 
Signed Sealed and delivra 
In presence of 
Joun RicHarpDs 
Curis: CHRISTOPHERS 


Colony of Connecticut 
County of New London sst New London Janewary the 
8th Day Anno. Dom: 1755 Don Joseph Meguel de St Juan 
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above Named Came personally and Acknowledged the 

above Instrument to be his Voluntary Act and Deed 
Coram me Jer. MILLER Just Pacis 

[Indorsed] Don Joseph Miguel de S" Juan Power of Attorney 


JOSEPH MIGUEL DE ST. JUAN’S CERTIFICATE. 


Whereas by a Letter from St. Thos Robinson one of his 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, Directed To The 
_ Govt & Comp’ of The Colony of Connecticutt, & Dated 13 
June 1754, His Majesty’s Comands were Signified To Sd 
Gov & C° to be aiding & Assisting to the utmost of Their 
Power in Embarking The Effects belonging The St Joseph 
& St Helena, a Spanish Register ship That Came into New 
London In Distress about Two years ago, & Likewise in the 
Recovery of such part Thereof as is plundred & Embezzled, 
& in the Discovery & Punishment of The Offenders, & to 
Use Their Utmost Endeavours & the Proper Authority of 
Government to put The Spanish Agent into the imediate 
possession of Every part of The S¢ Cargo, that can possibly 
be recovered for the Use of The Proprietors Thereof. 

In Pursuance Thereof Jonth Trumble & Roger Wolcot 
Junt Esqts Two Assistants of His Majesty’s S¢ Colony, duly 
Authorized & Impowered for That End, came to New Lon- 
don 34 Decemr 1754 & Continued There To This day, afford- 
ing & Giveing Me The subscriber Agent To The Proprietors 
of S4 Cargo their Aid & Assistance In Embarking Said 
Cargo According To his Majesty’s Afores4 Instructions, so 
That Every part of S4 Cargo That was left & Remained in 
The Custody of Joseph Hull Esq Collector of his Majesty 
Customs in The Port of New London, Together with such 
parts Thereof as by The Diligence & Exertion of The 
proper Authority of Government, was recovered of Such as 
had stolen or Plundred The Same, was Delivered into my 
Possession by S4 Collector, & Accordingly Embarked On 
Board The ship, Called The Nebucadnezer, by me Char- 
tered for That purpose, The Particulars of Which Cargo so 
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Embarked was Taken by me, with The Assistance of Messrs 
Ben. Alford Nice Leachmere, & Jos Chew and Are by His 
Majesty’s S4 Collector Entred In, The Custom House Books, 
as Thereby it may fully Appear; & further Assisting In The 
Settlement of Such Accounts as by Mutual Agreement were 
Laid before Them; & Also by Virtue of Their Authority 
duly Required all persons Hlegally Detaining any part of 
S¢ Cargo, To Deliver up The Same as They will Answer 
The Contrary at Their Peril, and They Further signified 
Their Readiness to afford all further Aid & Assistance to 
me or any other Agent of S4 Proprietors In The Said A ffair, 
That so all Imaginable Justice may be Done and The more 
fully to Impower and Enable The Said Comissioners to 
Recover what further may be Obtained & Discovered of 
Said Effects witheld & detained from me, Which of Right 
belongs to me for The Benefit of The Proprietors, I have 
made & Executed To Said Comissioners full & proper 
Letter of Attorney To Act & Transact for me in ample 
Manner & Form: Dated In New London This 8t» day of 
January A Dom: 1755. 


Es prevenz" qe y° el avaje firmado hago, diziendo qe no 
teniendo Intelijenzia pta Imspectar en Justizia lo qe meze de 
arriva escripto por la Ignoranzia de el Idioma en que pareze; 
digo en su consequenzia q¢ de Resulta de el arrivo de la 
fragta de su Majestad nomv4a Triton vajo el Comando de su 
Capitan d= Matheo Whitwell; parezieron en este Pto de 
Nuevo Londres d® Jonathan Trumble, y d= Rogor Wolcott, 
Escuders, con particulares orns de el set Governador y 
Comp* de Connecticut, para protejer y auxilliar con lo 
posible de sus Poderes, en emvarcar la carga que esta 
Detenida en terminos Ilizitos, pertenezte a el Paquevot sta 
Elena y ss" Jph, pt lo qe en su Intelijenzia haviendo 
parezido los Referidos stes con llena suplica para qe firmase 
este papel, prescripto en la Idioma Inglesa en la forma qe 
arriva consta, fue mi opinion, y es a el preste, qe han husado 
en la preste 6casion con Honor el Intento de sus poderes, y 
han dado la Asistenzia y Proteczion que ha sido Posible a la 
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Dependienzia de el cargo de el Paquevot sta Elena y sor sn 
Jph, Dado en Nuevo Londres oy dia 8 de Hen de 1755. _ 
JPH MIGUEL pe SN JUAN.* 
[Indorsed] Don Joseph Miguel de St Juan Certificate of our 
Service 


HORATIO SHARPE TO THOMAS FITCH. 


ANNAPOLIS January Io. 1755 - 

er 

The Letter you favoured me with the 30th of Novr I 
have but lately received & as I am since informed by a Let- 
ter from one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State 
dated at Whitehall the 26t of October that He had by his 
Majesty’s Order sent Letters of the same Date & Tenor to 
all His Majestys Governors on the Continent directing them 
how to proceed & what Steps to take for the Defence of His 
Majestys Dominions at this Critical Juncture & also advising 
them that His Majesty had been pleased to order 2 Regi- 
ments over from home & 2 more to be raised in the northern 
Colonies & that a General Officer might be soon expected 
here to take the Command of all these Forces, I conceive 
you do not now expect an Answer to the several particular 
Questions you were pleased to propose to me but that you 
will find yourself sufficiently instructed by the Secretary of 
State His Letter & that in Compliance therewith you will 
endeavour to procure from your Assembly as large Supplies 
as possible in which Endeavours I heartily wish you Success 
& am &c. 


*It is for precaution that I have signed the below, declaring my not having 
skill to examine justly what is confused in the above writing from ignorance of the 
speech in which it appears; I say therefore that as a result of the arrival of His 
Majesty’s frigate named Triton under command of its Captain Mr. Matthew Whit- 
well, there appeared in this port of New London Mr. Jonathan Trumble and Mr. 
Roger Wolcott, Esqs., with particular orders from the Governor and Company of 
Connecticut, to protect and help with the utmost of their power in embarking the 
cargo which is detained on unlawful terms, belonging to the packet Sta Elena and 
St Joseph, so that the gentlemen referred to having appeared in their ability with 
full instructions to attest this paper, framed in the English speech in the form which 
is given above, it was my opinion, and is at present, that they have discharged on 
the present occasion with honor the intent of their powers, and have given the 
assistance and protection that has been possible to the affair of the cargo of the 
packet Sta Elena and St Joseph Given at New London this day Jan. 8, 1755 

JPH MIGUEL DE SN JUAN 
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THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


[The General Assembly of Connecticut which met on 
January 8, 1755, desired Governor Thomas Fitch to write to 
Governor William Shirley and obtain from him what intelli- 
gence he can of his majestys plans for the employment of 
the troops which he had recently announced were to be 
raised in New England. Colontal Records, X. 331. | 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[In a letter dated Whitehall, January 23, 1755, to the 
Governor and Company of Connecticut, from Secretary 
Thomas Robinson, he states that a clause has been inserted 
in the Mutiny Bill that American troops acting with British 
forces shall be subject to the same martial law and discipl- 
ine as British forces are, and he inclosed printed copies of 
the Mutiny Bill and of the Articles of War founded there- 
upon. Collections, I. 257. | 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 

[In a letter, dated Whitehall, January 23, 1755, to the 
Governor and Company of Connecticut, from Secretary 
Thomas Robinson, he states that the King has decided to 
augment the number of men in the British regiments in 
America to one thousand; that it is thought probable that.a 
considerable number of persons in America will desire to 
join the service; that all such will receive arms and clothing 
at the King’s expense, and the same advantages in every 
respect as the troops already in service. Method of defray- 
ing charges of levying such additional troops is mentioned. 
Collections, I. 257. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 
™ Norwatk 6th February 1755 
Di, 
The Kings Pleasure signifyed to the Governor & Com- 
pany of this Colony of Connecticut by your Letters of the 
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25th and 26th October last I laid before the General Assem- 
bly of this Colony and am to acquaint You of their grateful 
acknowledgements of his Majesty’s Tender regards for the 
Security and welfare of his Subjects in these Parts of his 
. Dominions and their Chearfulness in a ready Compliance 
with the King’s gracious Intentions in the several particu- 
lars Contained in Your Letters according to the utmost of 
their Ability, and that the Assembly have likewise made 
provision for that purpose which I shall from time to time 
carefully Endeavour to see carried into Execution for the 
important Service proposed without neglect or loss of time. 
I am also to acknowledge your Letter of the 4th Novr last 
by Sir John St Clair to whom I shall be Aiding and Assist- 
ing in the Execution of his Duty, and Do the utmost I can 
~ upon all Occasions relating to the King’s Service. Your 
Letter of the 13 June 1754 concerning the St Joseph and 
St Helena and her Cargo which I some time Since received 
and diligently Endeavoured an Exact observance of, I shall 
more particular answer as soon as I am by the Gentlemen I 
appointed to transact and finish that Affair furnished with 
a Distinct account thereof which I Flatter myself will 
appear in a Light favourable to the Colony. 
I am Sir 
with great Esteem 
Your most obedient 
and most humble Servant 
PEtO® FEV CH 
The Right Honourable Sir Tuo’ Rosinson. 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Under date of February 24, 1755, Governor William 
Shirley writes to Governor Thomas Fitch a circular letter, 
which he sends by his Commissioners, Honorable Samuel 
Wells and John Choat, accompanied by copies of his speech 
to the Massachusetts Assembly and Resolutions adopted by 
that body, asking that Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and New York join with Massachusetts in attempting 


7 
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to erect a fort at Crown Point to prevent further encroach- 
ment by the French, and to remove such encroachments as 
have already been made. It was judged that 5000 men 
would be needed for that purpose, and that the proportions 
for the other colonies should be Massachusetts 200, New 
Hampshire 600, Connecticut tooo, Rhode Island 400, New 
York 800, in addition to Colonel Shirley’s regiment of 1000 
men. The letter in full as sent to other Governors is printed 
in Correspondence of William Shirley, 11. 133; Rhode [sland 
Colontal Records, V. 414; Penusylvania Colonial Records, V1. 
310. See also Colonial Records, X. 336; Fitch to Shirley, 
March 19, 1755. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 

. Hartrorp March 19, 1755. 
OME 

Immediately on receiving your Excellys Letter of the 
24h of February last (with the Inclos’d Copies) by the 
Gentlemen Commissioners from you, I gave Orders for the 
General Assembly to meet at this Place, before whom I laid 
the whole Affair, who on consideration thereof, very gener- 
ally approv’d of the proposals, and concurr’d in Sentiments 
with your Excellency and the Assembly of the Province, in 
the Substance of that Affair, & are well spirited to exert 
themselves to the utmost of our Ability therein, & have ac- 
cordingly come into two Resolves, one for raising The 
Thousand Men your Assembly were pleased to propose, the 
other for making a Reinforcement in case of need, Copies 
of web for more full Information, I have inclos’d; Those 
Resolves will discover of how great Importance for his 
Majesty’s Service & Security of these Governments, this 
Attempt appears to this Colony, & how chearfully they em- 
brace the Opportunity to unite with your & the other Gov- 
ernmts at this favourable Conjuncture in the propos’d 
Scheme for the general defence of these parts of his 
Majesty’s Dominions, & also how far they are determin’d to 
proceed beyond their Proportion, or even without any re- 
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gard to the Proportions of the other Governments, in pro: 


viding additional Force that the Enterprize (by the Permis- i 


sion of divine Providence) may succeed, depending on the 
Generosity of the other Governments in such further 
Additions as shall be needed, wherein we doubt not they 
will respectively exert themselves in proportion to the Im- 
portance of this Service and the Exigency of the Case. 
[Indorsed] Extract of a Letter from Govt Fitch to Govr 
Shirley dated March 19. 1755. Connecticut. in Govt 
Shirley’s Letter of March 26th 1755. 


[This letter probably also contained a suggestion or 
request that Connecticut be allowed to nominate the officer 
who should be second in command of the troops to be raised 
in the New England colonies for the proposed expedition. 
See Shirley to Fitch of March 27. | 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[On or about March 25 and 26, 1755, Governor William 
Shirley wrote a circular letter to governors of New England 
colonies, evidently including one to Governor Thomas Fitch 
of Connecticut. This letter inclosed a copy of a resolve of 
the General Court of Massachusetts relating to the prosecu- 
tion of the expedition against the French, a proclamation 
by Shirley for raising soldiers and a form of a commission 
to be given by the several governors to their officers that all 
might be in one form. The resolve showed that Massachu- 
setts had agreed to pay to Col. Johnson their proportion of 
the charge for service of the Indians of the Six Nations, 
and trusted the other governments would do the same, and 
would notify Col. Johnson of their action. Correspondence 
of Colonial Governors of Rhode Island, 11. 149; New Hamp- 
shire Provincial Papers, V1. 365. 
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‘ACTION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


The Report of a Committee of both Houses appointed 
to take under consideration his\Excellency’s speech from 
the Chair on the 25th Instant. 

The Committee are humbly of opinion that his Excel- 
lency be directed to issue his Proclamation to Encourage the 
enlisting the Forces proposed to be raised on the part of 
this Province for the western Expedition, and as nothing 
has a more probable tendency to promote the design of said 
Expedition than the engageing a great Number of the In- 
dians of the Six Nations therein, the Comtee are farther of 
opinion that his Excellency be desired to write to Coll. 
William Johnson by Express and to urge him to use his 
utmost Endeavor to secure and prepare for that service [as 
many]| as may be, and to assure him that the necessary 
charge that may arise therein shall be born and paid by this 
Province in the same proportion to the rest of the Govern- 
ments concerned, as the other charges arising from this 
Expedition shall be determined to be paid. 

And inasmuch as it does not yet appear in what manner 
the Government of New York will make Provision for the 
service of this Expedition, the Comtee are of opinion that it 
will be most convenient to defer the procuring of Battoes 
until his Excellency’s arrival in that Province, and in case 
it shall not appear that sufficient Provision has been made 
by the Government there for this part of the service, that 
his Excellency be desired in such case there to engage in 
behalf of this Province for its Proportion of said Battoes as 
he shall judge reasonable & necessary, and to cause the 
same to be provided accordingly. 

The Comtee apprehending it to be of Importance that 
the matters foregoing should be forthwith acted upon, 
thought it proper to make this partial Report and to desire 
leave to sit again and to consider and report on the other 
matters contained in his Excellency’s speech. . 

All which is humbly submitted. 

By order of the Committee, J. Osporne. 
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In the House of Representatives, March 26, 1755. Read 
and accepted, and thereupon ordered that a copy of this 
Report be transmitted to the Governments of Connecticut, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

Sent up for concurrence T. Husgarp, Spkr. 

In Council, March 26, 1755. Read & concurred. 

TuHo® Ciarke, Dpty Secy. 
Consented to, W. SHIRLEY. 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Boston March 27. 1755 
Ps 

In Reference to your Honors Motion in your late pub- 
lick Letter to me, that your Governmt may be allowed to 
nominate the second Officer in the Army to be raised by the 
Colonies in New England, I must acknowledge that the 
Proceedings of the said Governmt in this Affair have been 
so generous, as to merit every Mark of Respect I can in any 
proper Way give them: But I hope I can easily satisfy you 
of the great Inconvenience of my Interesting myself in this 
Business. 

I thought it absolutely necessary that the Commander 
in Chief of these Forces should be appointed & that none of 
the other Governors or Governm's would take any Umbrage 
at my Doing it, besides it is evident that I intended no par- 
ticular Advantage to this Province by naming a Gentleman 
of another Province: And if I sh4 proceed any further than 
I have done, there would be great Danger of stirring up un- 
happy Strifes & Emulation among the Colonys which may 
be of bad Consequence The Point of Proceedence according 
to the Military Order may be easily settled which is by the 
Priority of the Date of Commissions of equal Rank in former 
Service or in the Militiacommand. And if any Dispute s4 
arise there, a Council of War must decide it 

I doubt not but your Honor will be of my Mind that 
this Method is most likely to promote a good Harmony as 
well between the Colonies as in the Army. 
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I have been detain’d in Boston several days longer than 
I expected; and now hear the roads are so bad for a Wheel 
Carriage in the Springfield Road, yt I am determin’d to go 

: i 
to New York in a Sloop 
I am with very great regard, 
sir, Y‘ Honour’s most Humble and 
most Obedient servent, 

The honble Tuomas Fircu Esqt 
[Indorsed] March 27. 1755 Govt Shirleys Letter to the Gov- 

ernour of Connecticut 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[About the first week of April 1755, Governor William 
Shirley, then in Philadelphia, writes to Governor Thomas 
Fitch that by a letter from Richard Partridge, dated Lon- 
don, February 4, to Benjamin Franklin, a certain account is 
received that six French men of war had sailed from Brest, 
with go00 troops, supposed to be destined for North Amer- 
ica, and that the British squadron designed to watch them 
would be fitted out by February 22. It is probable that the 
letter also contained information of the action taken by 
Pennsylvania relative to the proposed expedition against 
Crown Point, and of the vote of New York to raise 800 men 
for the same service provided the expedition received Gene- 
ral Braddock’s approval, together with the hope that New 
Jersey would come into the expedition. Lincoln’s Corres- 
pondence of William Shirley, Il. 156. 


JOHN OSBORNE* TO THOMAS FITCH. 
April 8 1 

& P 755 

This Incloses Copy of our apointment by ye Gen! Court 
as allso what we Receiv’d (by Last Post) from ye Govt of 
N. Y. with their Estimate (& our answer thereto) by which 
you'll se what yt Govt has done with Respect to ye Exped 
westward to Crown Point. 





*John Osborne was for many yearsa member of the Council of Massachusetts. 
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We have advice from Phila. yt their assemly has Voted 
410000, that Curency to be Laid out in Provisions for ye 
army going to Crown Point, but it is somthing Doubtfull 
wither ye Govr will sign ye Bill for ye Purpose, but ’tis not 
Doubted, half yt soone at Least will be provided; however 
as Govt Shirley will Pass thro. yt Province on his way to 
Anapolis we hope he will be able to Influence so as to Obtain 
y® whole. 

P.S We would further Informe your Honr that the 
Massachussets [ | have added three hundred Men to the 
Twelve hundred first Propos’d. 

The above to ye Honble W™ Green Gor Rhd Island Copy 
one allso to Hon. Thos Fitch Gor Conecticut Except ye 
Poscrip 
[Indorsed] Letter to Govt Green & Govt Fitch. Copy Apr. 

8.1755. The Hon! John Osborn Esqr 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM GREENE. 


[In a letter dated July 20, 1755, to Governor Stephen 
Hopkins, Governor Thomas Fitch refers to a letter which 
he has previously written to Governor William Greene of 
Rhode Island giving information of what has been done in 
Connecticut in reference to raising and sending additional 
troops to reinforce the expedition against Crown Point, 
should such action become necessary. As the action was 
taken by the General Assembly in March and Governor 
Hopkins succeeded Governor Greene early in May, the date 
of this letter may be assumed to be in April 1755. | 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[In a circular letter, dated Whitehall, April 16, 1755, to 
Governor Thomas Fitch, from Secretary Thomas Robinson, 
he states that the King has ordered a squadron of ships of 
war to sail for America; and directs the governor, if in want 
of any naval assistance, to apply for it to the commander in 
chief of his Majesty’s ships in those seas, and to communi- 
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cate to them all information that shall come to his knowl- 
edge relative to the movements of any ships of war or vessels 
having warlike stores on board. The commanders of the 
King’s ships have been ordered ‘o maintain a correspond- 
ence with the governor while in America. The original of 
this letter in the Massachusetts Historical Society closes 
with the following: ‘‘P. S. May 138 1755 I have received 
Govt Fitch’s Letter of Febry 6th.”’ Collecttons, I. 259. 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 
HartTForD May 14th 1755 

Sr 

As the Settlement of the Command, and Rank of the 
General Officers, in the Expedition to Crown Point, appeared 
to be so very necessary, before the March of the Forces, I 
took the first Oppertunity to acquaint the Assembly, with 
the Scheme proposed by Your Excellency, relating to that 
Matter, (when I had the Honour of waiting upon You here). 
But inasmuch as appointing, two Major Generals, to such a 
Singularity, in the Opinion of the Assembly, Mt Lyman, 
and the other Officers, and altho Your Excellency should 
not give a General Comission to any but the Comander in 
chief, (as I informed them You had given Me the Assurance 
you would not) And that Mt Lyman by Virtue of my Com- 
ission to him to be Major General, might undoubtedly and 
without Dispute have Comand and take Rank, before all 
others, but Cole Johnson. Yet it is apprehended that Mat- 
ter, on the first Occasion, would be drawn into Question in 
the Army. The Consequence of which may prove fatal to 
the Enterprize. This Situation Mr Lyon is altogether 
unwilling to come into, And therefore has signifyed his 
Determination, not to go into the Service, unless these 
Matters are setled in some better and more certain Manner. 
And his Refusal is followed by a general Dissatisfaction 
and Uneasiness of the Officers and Souldiers, who appear 
averse to going in the Expedition, unless on the Plan, and 
Terms, they first engaged. 


THOMAS FITCH. 105 


The Assembly, found it necessary therefore to take the 
Matter into their Consideration, and appointed a joynt 
Comittee for the Purpose, who made their Report which is 
accepted by the Assembly (A Copy of which is inclosed) By 
which Your Excellency will see the Sentiments the Assem- 
bly have in Relation to the Point, and the Method they pro- 
pose for setling it, in such Manner that the Enterprize may 
take Effect, agreeable to what wee had concluded. I make 
no doubt of Your Readiness to do every Thing in your 
Power to reduce the Matter to a proper Certainty, according 
to the Substance of the Scheme proposed And I do assure 
Your Excellency, of mine likewise to effect the same. And 
unless something be done agreeable to what it is now pro- 
posed which differs nothing in Substance, but only in the 
Manner of setling the Question, I fear the Consequence, 
and know not but either I shall meet the Difficulties in 
sending forward our Forces, or be obliged to comission the 
Officers without subjecting them to any but our own Com- 
issions. If You think proper to alter Your Commission to 
Cole Johnson, I shall conform to it, and give Mt Lymana 
Comission to be Major General, I shall do the like, which I 
also expect from Lt Governor DeLancey, or that which is 
equivalent. You will be pleased to send Mt Lymans Com- 
ission, by the Bearer, whom I have directed to wait for the 
same, that the greatest Dispatch may be made in the Matter 

I am St with great Respect 
Your Excellency’s 
most Humble 
and Obedient Servant 
THOS FITCH: 

To His Excellency Govt SHIRLEY 
{[Indorsed] Hartford May 14. 1755 Letter from Governour 

Fitch to Goyr Shirley. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honble General Assembly of the Colony of Con- 
necticut now convened and Settng at Hartford. 

The Comittee to whose Consideration was referred the 
affair of the appointment of Phinehas Lyman Esq Major 
General of the Forces raised in the Several Governments 
for the Expedition to Crowne Point &c, Beg leave to 
Report. . 
That His Excellency Govt Shirley has on the desire of 
that Province proceeded to Nominate a Comission a Gentle- 
man to the first and cheif Comand in said Expedition; in 
said Comission Stiling him Major General and Comander in 
Cheif &c. 

That the Same Gentleman, to wit, Colo William John- 
son has been in like Manner Comissioned by the Govt of 
New York. 

That the right of Nominating and appointing the Sec- 
ond General officer not only truly is, and from many Con- 
siderations manifestly appears to be in this Government, 
but has remain’d unquestioned by any, & in the most ex- 
plicite manner repeatedly acknowledged by his Excellency 
Govt Shirley by Sundry letters & other ways. 

That said Phinehas Lyman Esq? was accordingly by 
your Honours at your special Assembly at Hartford in 
March last, to great acceptance Nominated & Appointed 
Major General of Said Forces, with undoubted Expectation 
of his being duly and Adequately comissioned to challenge 
and exercise the Powers and Honours of that office. 

That no such Comission or Comissions appear as yet 
either by this, or either of said other Governments to have 
been granted him, nor any prospect of his obtaining such, 
save only from his Honour Govt Fitch, which we apprehend 
may hereafter be insisted on as inadequate to his intended 
power & office & leave the matter open to future pernicious 
and dangerous disputes. 

That under such Apprehensions not only Said Mr 
Lyman but many of his officers have declined said Service 
with many Also of the Soldiery, insisting their first entrance 
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& inlistment to have been in the most explicite manner to 
Serve under the Comand of Major General Lyman. 

That as well in Honor and Justice to this Colony as to 
quiet and compose such threatning uneasiness and dissatis- 
faction somthing be Speedily done, and to such purpose we 
would humbly Propose. 

That both Govt Shirley & Govt Delancey be imediately 
advised of the premises, and moved in Avoidance such 
seeming inconsistency and singularity as two Major Gen- 
erals, with scarcely distinguishable Authority to make out 
to Said Cole Johnson Comissions for Lt General; and also 
Major General’s Comissions in comon and customary form 
to said Major Lyman to the end that with the conjunct 
power of this Colony Under the further Comission from his 
Honr Govt Fitch the authority of both said General Officers 
may become sufficiently full & Unquestionable, without 
Which, or other Similar measures, we Apprehend there is 
danger of most unhappy disputes in the Army hereafter as 
well as of Said affairs being fatally retarded: Which we 
conceive ought by all possible means be previously pre- 
vented by seasonably ascertaining the Powers and Honors 
of Said General Offices before they take the Feild. 

And that His Honor Govr Fitch be desired as Speedily 
as may be duly to advise Govr Shirley and Govt Delancey 
of the Premises, and to Press them utmost dispatch to carry 
said proposed Measures or Something of Equal Avail, into 
Execution tendring his own Readiness himself to conform 


thereto 
By order ' 
D. Epwarps. 
May 13" 1755 
[Indorsed|] Report of the Assembly of Connecticut abt 
General Officers in the Expedition to Crown Point 


THOMAS FITCH TO JAMES DrLANCEY. 


[The above report of May 13, 1755, which was accepted 
by the General Assembly, relating to a major general's 
commission for Phineas Lyman, directs Governor Thomas 
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Fitch as speedily as may be to advise Governor James 
DeLancey of New York of the action taken and to urge 


similar action by him. | 
\ 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[As is shown by Fitch’s letters of the 14t® and 29th of 
the same month, Governor William Shirley on May 18, 
1755, wrote to Governor Thomas Fitch inclosing a Massa- 
chusetts commission to Phineas Lyman, who had already 
received a similar commission from Connecticut, to be Major 
General of the expedition to be sent against Crown Point. ] 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO ROGER WOLCOTT. 


Lonp°® 5th mo: or May 2oth 1755 
Respected Friend R: Wolcott 

This comes to acknowledge the Receipt of thine dated 
January roth which came to hand but the 12th Instant with 
thy Daughter Newberrys Certificate for one Years Bounty 
and I have received the same amounting to 425 148 nett 
Money, and Intend to Ship the Goods as she writes for re 
first Vessel for New London or Rhode Island, but at pres- 
ent there is neither of them here, if she had ordered them 
sent Via Boston I should have done it sooner. 

I have received the Necessary papers from thy Friend 
Nathan Whiting about getting him Appointed Collector of 
New Haven and have drawn up a proper petition to the 
Lords of the Treasury which I have Exhibited accordingly 
and got a referrence thereupon to the Commissioners of the 
Customs for them to Report their Opinion, which now lays 
before them, & I expect to have Notice when to Attend, 
but’as for the Success I can say little to at present, I am 
with kind Respects 

Thy Assured Friend 
RP PARTRIDGE 
Duplicate 

I have lately had Notice from one at ye Secry of States 

Office yt ye Spaniards are now pretty well satisfied wth what 
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they have got of ye Cargo of their Ship yt was carr into 
N. London, in that there was a large quantity of Indigo left 
for them we? now was worth double ye price it was w" it was 
first landed there, So yt I believe you will scarce hear of any 
more Complaints about it, of w I have also writ to Govt 
Fitch. 

[Superscribed] To Rocer Wotcorr Esqt In Windsor the 

Colony of Connecticutt # Capt Phillips 
[Indorsed] From Rich4 Partridge Esqr May 20 1755 


JAMES DeELANCEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor James DeLancey wrote about May 25, 1755, 
to Governor Thomas Fitch that he would conform in his 
commission to Phineas Lyman, to be Major General, to the 
commission already given by Governor William Shirley. 
See Fitch to Shirley of May 29, 1755. | 


SPENCER PHIPS* TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Boston 26th May 1755. 
SY, , 

This incloses to your Honour a Copy of an Estimate of 
Sundrys for the present Expedition, which we recd from 
Colle Johnson from New York, to be provided for at the 
common Expence. 

We have carefully perused the Same & apprehend there 
are several Articles short, as well as others that are wanting 
& thereupon have made out another Schedule, Copy of weh 
we also inclose you 

In this you will find several Articles wanting & wont 
admit of Delay (marked +) which we apprehended could be 
better provided here, than any where else & have engaged 
the Same accordingly. 

There are Others (marked >€) of which we shall procure 
only for our own Forces, leaveing the rest to you to do for 
your’s, as you shall think best. 


*Governor Shirley being at this time in Albany, it has been assumed that this 
letter was written by Lieutenant Governor Phips. 
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The Powder is not to be had at present, but hourly 
expected. 

We are this Day sending upwards of 40 Workmen to 
Albany to go upon the Battoes directly & hope you have 
taken effectual Care about your own Or it may be of fatall 
Consequence: And the latter End of this Week or begining 
of next shall send away one Transport to Albany with Stores 
&c to meet our Forces, the Govt haveing determined that 
they shall march to Albany by seprate Companies as fast as 
they are compleated 

By a Letter from New York (Copy whereof we also now 
give you) you'll find the resolution of that Goverment as to 
furnishing part of the Artillery which, with what we shall 
send from hence, will, we apprehend, be enough. 

Collo Johnson has been instructed to engage as many 
Indians of the Six Nations as he can upon terms adapted to 
the genius of that people & according to his best descretion 
which Expence will undoubtedly come into a common Aver- 
age, as must also the Charge of transporting the Cannon, 
Provisions Battoes &c from Hudson’s river to Wood Creek 
or Lake St Sacrament, as shall be judged best, And We have 
given our Commissary at Albany orders to engage as many 
_ Waggons as will be necessary for our forces & we suppose 
every other Government will make the like provision. 
[Indorsed] Letter to Govt Fitch & Govt Hopkins Copy. 

May. 26. 1755. 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


Extract of a Letter from Governor Fitch to Governor 
Shirley, dated at Hartford 29th May 1755. 

I have the Satisfaction to acquaint you that your Letter 
’ of the 18th Instant was not only acceptable to me but also to 
the Assembly of this Colony, before whom I lay’d it: I 
have accordingly given the Commission you inclos’d to Major 
General Lyman and shall conform to it in my Commission 
to him; and Lt Goyr De Lancey has wrote me that he will do 
the same; I hope a general Harmony will subsist in the 


PETITION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. III 


Army, that with united Vigour they may proceed in the 
important Service they are to be employ’d in. 

I shall take Care from time to time to give the necessary 
Orders that the part belonging to this Colony in the general 
Service be perform’d. 

As to £10000 from Pensilvania I am desir’d to offer it to 
your Government or so much of it as they shall think pro- 
per to take and advance therefor towards the Military 
Stores, our Commissaries having already made large Sup- 
plies of Provisions; however as you determine in that matter 
I shall regulate my Conduct therein. 

You will be pleas’d to take some Care to quicken the 
March of the New Hampshire and Rhode Island Troops, 
and favour me with your Answer, and what forwardness the 
Forces your Way are in. 

I am with great Esteem, &c. 
Copy Examined 
42 THos CLarke Dpty Secry 
[Indorsed] Extract from Govt Fitch’s Letter to Governor 
Shirley dated Hartford 29th May 1755. 
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To the Honourable the General Assembly of the Colony 
of Connecticutt to be held at Hartford within and for Said 
Colony on the Second Thursday of May Next: The Petition 
of John Simpson of New London in the County of New 
London in Said Colony humbly Sheweth. 

That Andrew Makenzie of New London aforesaid brot 
his Action against your Petitioner to the County Court 
held at Norwich Within and for s4 County on the fourth 
Tuesday of November: 1753: Demanding the Sum of Four 
Thousand pounds Lawfull Money by his Writt in the words 
following (vizt) ‘‘To The Shirriff of the County of New 
London his Deputy or to Either of the Constables of the 
Town of New London Within S4 County Greeting. In his 
Majesties Name Summon John Simpson of New London 
Aforesaid to appear before the County Court to be holden at 
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Norwich within and for the County of New London on the 
4th Tuesday of Novt Instant Then and there to Answer Unto 
Andrew Makenzie of the Town of New London aforesaid: 
In An Action or plea of the Case ‘Whereupon the Plant De- 
clares and Siys that ye Defendt being Master or Comman- 
der of the Brigantine Susanna of the Port of New London 
of which the Plant at yt time was owner as also of her 
Lading the Same being on the high Seas on the: 12th Day of 
Nov 1752: and ye Defendt being then in S¢ Brigg Com- 
mander as aforesaid homeward bound and in the Plants sole 
Employ then & there discovered the Snow St Joseph & St 
Helena of which Christopher Ouronaga was Master Which 
had Saild from the Havanna & bound for Cadiz Which Said 
Snow being in Distress the Defendt took Under his Care 
And Conducted Safe with her Lading to New London 
Afores4 to the Great Delay of his own Voyage and to the © 
great Damage of the Plant his then owner and all being 
Arrived at New London aforesaid it was Mutually agreed 
to By and between the Plant and Defendt aforesaid At New 
London afores4 on the 5th day of December: 1752: that the 
Defendt the Master of S¢ Brigg Should lay in a Claim in the 
Court of Vice admiralty for himself and the Said Brigg and 
that he the Defent be at half the Expence and the Plant the 
other half that might Attend the Prosecution of s4 Claim to 
be paid by the Plant & Defendt Accordingly And What Ever 
Salvage or Gratuity Might be Granted by the Judge of sd 
Court upon Such Claim Should be Equally divided between 
the Plant & Defendt Whereupon the Plant further Says that 
then and there, There was Mutuall promises made by the Plant 
& Defendt to perform & Comply with Said agreement above 
Expressed (vizt) The Plant did then & there Assume Upon 
himself and to the Defendt on his part faithfully promised 
that he would pay & advance one half of all the Cost and 
Chardge that Might Arise on ye Claim being laid in in the 
Court of admiralty for a Lawfull & Reasonable Salvage or 
Gratuity for Conducting Said Snow into Said Port of New 
London afores? & for Saving the Lading thereof & in Pro- 
secuting the Same And that the Defendt should have One 
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half of all that should be Granted by Said Court on the 
Claim aforesaid Whereupon the Defendt did at New London 
afores? on ye 5th Day of December aforesaid on Considera- 
tion of ye agreement & promise afores? Assume upon him- 
self & Faithfully promised the Plant to lay in a Claim in 
the Court of admiralty for Salvage &¢ for Saving s¢ Snow 
& Lading as afores4 and to advance and pay one half of the 
Cost and Chardge thereof and in prosecuting the Same and 
that the Plant should have one half of the Salvage and Gra- 
tuity that might be Granted by the Court of admiralty Upon 
s¢ Claim: Whereupon the Plant further Says that ye Defendt 
laid in his Claim as afores@ and Libelled S4 Snow and Lading 
in the Court of Vice admiralty held in the Colony of Con- 
necticutt: in the said Month of December: 1752: By Lewiss 
Morris Esqt Commissary and Judge of the Court of Vice 
admiralty of s¢ Colony and thereupon it was decreed by s4 
Court that for the Saving s4 Snow Silver Gold Plate & ye 
Rest of the Cargo of s¢ Snow the Defendt Should have the 
Sum of Twenty three Thousand pieces of Eight which 
Judgment was fully Complied with and the full Number of 
st Pieces of Eight was in the Month of February last past 
paid and delivered to the Defendt and by him Received as 
Salvage and a Gratuity for Conducting s4 Snow and Cargo 
to New London afores4 and Saving the Same and in pursu- 
ance of st Claim and Judgment theron as afores4 Which Said 
Twenty three Thousand pieces of Eight are in value the 
Sum of £7000 o§ of Lawfull Money as aforesaid Where- 
upon the Plant further Says that he hath paid and advanced 
one half of all the Cost and Chardge: in Entring & Pro- 
secuting S¢ Claim and Libell in the Court of admiralty 
Afores4 According to his promise as afores¢ But the defendt 
minding to Wrong & Cheat the Plant his promise aforesaid 
not in the least Regarding hath Never performed ye Same 
in that he hath Never delivered and paid ye Plant the one 
half of Said twenty three Thousand pieces of Eight as afores4 
and by him Received as afores4 nor any part thereof nor the 
value thereof (Tho often Requested thereunto and De- 
manded vizt at New London afore said On the 28th Day of 
8 
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September 1753; Whereby the Plant is wronged and hath 
Damage the full Sum of Four Thousand pounds Lawfull 
Money of New England for the Recovery Whereof with his 
Just Cost the Plant brings this Suit: hereof fail not and 
make Due Return hereof According to Law: dated at New 
London in the County of New London this 14t Day of 
November 1753: 
Dan! Ely Justice of the Peace” | 

Which Action % Review Appeal & Continuance came to 
a final Trial at the Superiour Court held at Norwich Within 
and for the County of New London on ye 4th Tuesday of 
March 1755 When & Where your Petitioner pleaded in Barr 
to sd Action in the words following (vizt) ‘‘N London Supt 
Court Sept Term: 1754: and now the Defendt Charging 
Defends ye force &¢ and pleads & Says ye Plant of having & 
maintaining this his Action against him ought to be De- 
barred & Secluded because he Says that tho true it is That 
the Defendt did take up and into the port of New London 
Conduct & Safely bring in S4 Snow and her Cargo and that 
the Plant and ye Defendt Each of them Imagining they had 
Right to Some Gratuity or Recompence for Salvage did 
agree that the Defendt Shod lay in a Claim Therefor: for 
himself and S4 Brigg & yt Such gratuity on Such claim to 
be granted to & by the Defendt Obtain4, sho4 be Equally 
shared by & Between the Plant and ye Deft and that a 
Decree Such as in the declaration Mentioned was also in 
Such Claim Obtain‘ and that the Plant Should advance pay 
ye one half & ye Defendt ye other half of ye Cost and 
Chardge Attending ye Prosecution of Such Claim &¢ as the 
Plantin his declaration hath Set forth. Yet he Says that 
Messrs Joseph Chew & Robert Sloan both of New London 
had on the Request of the Defendt been Severally greatly 
Serviceable & Subservient to ye preservation of sd Snow & 
Cargo & Obtainment of S¢ Decree for Salvage & accord- 
ingly Some time after ye Said 5th of December: 1752 & after 
y® S¢ Decree Obtain? Reminding the Plant & Defendant of 
Such their Services to them Moved & Insisted on an Allow- 
ance of Some Reasonable share & proportion of ye Avails of 
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st Decree it was then: vizt on ye 24 of February 1753: 
by Both ye Plant & Defendt Severally with s¢ Chew & Sloan 
Consented to Accorded and agreed that ye S4 Claims & 
Demands of st Chew & Sloan should be Submitted to ye Con- 
sideration & Judgment of ye Sd Lewiss Morriss Esqr Messrs 
Benjamin Nichols & Francis Lewiss all of New York & that 
What they or any two of them Should Determine in the 
Premises should be binding & Conclusive to the Plant & 
other Parties. And further ye Defendt Says that ye Sd 
Lewiss Morris Esqt & Benjamin Nichols on ye 31st Day of 
March: 1753: having fully heard all Parties in the Premises 
did then of s4 31st of March thereupon Consider Award & 
Determine that to ye S4 Joseph Chew ought to be & should be 
paid ye Sum of 3400 Dollars & unto s¢ Robert Sloan ye Sum 
of 2000 dollars all of and out of ye S4 Whole Sum for Salvage 
by S4 Decree Allowed & Granted to-be to st Chew & Sloan 
paid & Satisfied in full for their Respective Services above 
Refer? to & Such their Judgment & Determination Under 
their hands in Writing bearing date S4 31st of March Unto 
the Said Parties duly published. And the Defendt further 
Says that he thereupon in Compliance with s4 Judgment and 
Determination then forthwith out of ye s4 whole Amount of 
S¢ Monies Decreed as above S¢4 paid & Satisfied to S4 Chew: 
S¢ Sum of: 3400 dollars and to s¢ Sloan S4 Sum of 2000 Dol- 
lars Which they So Rec‘ in full Satisfaction of their Respect- 
ive demands in the Premises and further Says yt he then 
Also Immediately after Such payments made he at the 
Mantion House of him the Plant in S¢ New London fully 
Apprized ye Plant thereof and Requested him to Accept of 
& Receive the full Moiety of y® Residue of st Sum Decreed & 
Such Moiety then & there Tendered & offered to pay & Ren- 
der to him in full of his part & Share of S4 Sum decreed ye 
Plant at ye Same time out of s4 moiety of Residue to Reduct 
or to ye Defendt allow Such Sum or Sums as Might Make him 
y® Plant Equal with ye Defendt in advance for paying & 
answering all Cost & Charge in & Concerning the Premises 
Arisen by s@ first agreement he was to be at: he the Plant 
then and there Such Moiety of s¢ Residue Reducting as 
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above S4 Altogether Refused to take Receive or in any 
Wise to Accept but ye Same & Every thing Relative thereto 
then & there refused and to the Defendt then Peremtorily 
declared that he Neither then had or would have any Con- 
cern or any thing to do with or about s4 decree or in any 
ways to pay answer or Allow any thing in Discharge of y® 
Several Costs & Charges Attending or acrewing on the 
prosecution of s¢ Affair And further ye Defendt Says that he 
hath also Since paid to ye Plant the Sum of 3000 dollars in 
Specie and also to ye Amount of 1653: dollars to Sundry per- 
sons for & by order of ye Plant and also to ye Amount of: 
1660 Dollars More then his Moiety of ye Costs & Expences 
touching S4 Decree all Which he is Ready to Veryfie: 
Which being Subducted with 2700 Dollars the Moiety of 
what he paid to s4 Chew and Sloan as above Remain only: 
2487: Dollars which. Sum Still Remaining Justly due to ye 
Plant he hath Nothing to Say Wherefore he -sho4 not have 
Judgment to Recover the Same but for the having or Re- 
covering of any further or larger Sum he says the Plant 
ought to be debarred & Secluded and hereof he prays 
Judgment Griswold & Edwards for ye Deft” 

To which plea of your Petitioner the S4 Makenzie Re- 
plied in the words following vizt ‘‘Action Makenzie vs 
Simpson And now the Plant Replies to the plea of the 
Defendt above pleaded & Says that of ye having & Recover- 
ing of a further and larger Sum then 2487 Dollars he ought 
not to be barrd & Secluded Without that that the Plant and 
Defendt did Severally with st Chew & Sloan Consent Accord 
and agree that ye Claims & Demands of s4 Chew & Sloan ~ 
Should be Submitted and that the Same was by them Sub- 
mitted to the Consideration Judgt & Determination of 
Lewiss Morris Esqr Messts Benja Nicols & Francis Lewis 
all of New York and that What they or any two of them 
Should Determine in the premises Should be binding & 
Conclusive to the Plant & other parties and Without that 
the Said Lewiss Morris Esqr Benja Nichols hath Ever heard. 
all s¢ Parties in the premises & there upon did Determine 
and Duely Publish their S¢ Determination in Manner & form 
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as the Defendt has Alledg4 and that the Defendt thereupon 
in Compliance with s4 Judgement & Determination out of 
the Amount of s¢ Money decreed as above sé paid & Satisfied 
to st Chew the Sum of 3400 dollars & to s4 Sloan the Sum of 
2000: Dollars Which they so Received in full of their Re- 
spective Demands in the Premises: And Without that the 
Defendt hath Since paid to the Plant the Sum of 3000 Dol- 
lars in Specie and also to the Amount of 1653: Dollars to 
Sundry persons and by order of the plant and also to the 
Amount of 1660 Dollars More then his Moiety of the Cost 
and Expences Touching the Effectuating s4 Decree & which 
being Subducted with y® Sum of 2700 Dollars the Moiety of 
which paid to st Chew and Sloan as above sa and all being 
Subducted out of ye 11500 Dollars the one half of s? Decree 
there Remains only: 2487 dollars Justly due to the plant 
and all in Manner & form as y® Defendt in his plea in Barr 
above pleaded hath Alledg4 and thereof prays Judgt Fowler 
& Lyman for ye Ptt” To which Reply of the S¢ Makenzie 
your Petitioner Rejoind in the words following (vizt) “And 
the Defendt Rejoins and in Rejoinder now Says that the 
Plant & Defendt Severally with S4 Chew & Sloan Consented 
& agreed yt ye Sd Claims & Demands of s@ Chew & Sloan 
should be Submitted to y® Consideration & Judgments of 
Lewiss Morris Esqt MesstsBenja Nichols & Francis Lewiss 
and that what they or any two of them Should Determine 
in the Premises Should be binding & Conclusive to the 
Plant & other Parties and that the S¢ Lewiss Morris & 
Benj Nichols did on hearing the Parties: thereon determine 
& award and Such their determination publish and ye 
Defendt in Compliance therewith did pay S¢ Sum of 3400 
dollars to Sd Chew & 2000 to S4 Sloan and did also pay sd 
3000 & to the s4 Amount of s4 1653 Dollars & to y® sa 
Amount of 1660 Dollars More then his Moiety of S4 Cost 
and Expence Which Several Sums (Exclusive of 2700 
dollars being the one half of s4 Sums to Chew & Sloan and 
which half belong4 to the Plant to pay Amount to 9013 
Dollars and leave Remaining due to the Plant to the Amount 
of 2487 dollars: and no More for which he has nothing to 
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Say Wherefore Judgment Shot not be Rendered against 
him all as he in his plea hath Alledg4 and hereof putts him-' 
self on the Country: Elderkin Edwards for the Defendt’ 
To which the Said Makenzie Clos4 in the words following 
vizt and the Plant likewise Lyman and Dyar for the Plant 
Which Issue being Committed to the Jury they brot in the 
following Verdict vizt In this Case the Jury find that the 
Plant and Defendt did not Severally with ye Said Sloan & 
Chew Consent and agree that the Said Claims and Demands 
of s¢ Sloan And Chew Should be Submitted to the Consider- 
ation and Judgment of Lewiss Morris Esqt Benj# Nichols & 
Mr Francis Lewiss and that what they or Any two of them 
should Determine in the Premises Should be binding and 
Conclusive to the Plant and Other Parties and that the Said 
Lewiss Morris Esqt and Mr Benjamin Nichols did not on 
hearing the Parties thereon determine and Award and Such 
their determination Publish And the Defendt did not in 
Compliance therewith pay Said Sums of 3400 Dollars to 
Said Chew & 2000 to s4 Sloan as the Defendt in his Rejoinder 
hath Said: And as to the payment of S4 3000 Dollars and 
to the Amount of 1653: Dollars the Jury find that the 
Defendt hath paid them as the Defent hath Pleaded and 
that the Defendt hath paid to the Amount of 510 Dollars as 
the Deft in his Rejoinder hath Said More then his Moiety 
of the s¢ Cost and Expence the Jury finding as above 
Expressed with Relation to S4 Consent and agreement &°¢ 
pleaded as above s4 do therefore find for the Plant that he 
Recover of the Defend the Sum of £1827 6 o: Lawfull 
Money of New England Damages and his Cost: Which 
Verdict being Accepted S¢ Superior Court thereupon gave 
Judgment that S¢ Makenzie should Recover of your Peti- 
tioner the Sum of £1827 6 o Lawfull Money Damage and 
Cost of Suit Taxed at about: £2*o o Lawfull Money: on 
Which Execution has been Granted Accordinly Whereupon 
your Petitioner begs leave to Inform your Honours that 
your Petitioner was oblidged to Disburst Sundry large 
Sums in Cost Which Were Necessary to obtain and Effec- 


* This figure is indistinct and doubtful. 
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tuate the Deree afores4 and also paid the S¢ Chew and 
Sloan the Sum of 5400 Dollars for their Service as afores4 
which was adjusted by s¢ Lewiss Morris Esqt and Benjamin 
Nichols in Manner as Afores? with the Consent of s¢ Maken- 
zie as aforest: A Moiety of which sd Makenzie was bound 
in Law and Equity to pay & Allow to your Petitioner: and 
that on ye former Trial your Petitioner produced the s4 
Chew & Sloan for wittnesses to prove them facts: to Which 
the Council for st Makenzie Objected alledging that sd Chew 
& Sloan were Interested in the Question upon which s4 
Cause Depended but upon a full hearing S¢ Superior Court 
held at Norwich on ye first Thirsday of January: 1755: 
overruled S¢ objection And Admitted s4 Chew and Sloan to 
be sworn by whose Testimony the facts afores4 Were fully 
proved to s4 Court And Jury: And a Moiety of s4 Sums 
Accordingly allow4 to your Petitioner According to the true 
Sense and Meaning of the agreement upon Which S4 Action 
was brot: And your Petitioner Apprehending it Wholly 
unnessesary to be At ye Expence of further Evidence on sd 
Final Trial produced the afores¢ Chew and Sloan for Witt- 
nesses to prove the facts afores4 but the Council for sd 
Makenzie Renew? the objection afores4 which was Granted 
by s¢ Court and s4 Chew & Sloan Set aside and Denied to 
be admitted as witnesses and So your Petitioner fail4 of 
proving the facts afores4 and So the payments your Peti- 
tioner had honestly made as afores4 were not allowed to 
him. And thereby s4 Mackenzie has Cast a Burden Upon 
him your Petitioner which he humbly Conceives he ought 
not in Justice to bear: your Petitioner wou4 therefore beg 
leave further to Inform your Honours that S4 Chew & 
Sloan have now Discharged your Petitioner from the Sum 
Awarded to them by S4 Lewiss Morris Esqr and S¢ Benja- 
min Nichols by giving him Receips in full for the Same. 
And has Since Said Final Trial procured the Testimony of 
S4 Lewiss Morris Esqt And S4 Benjamin Nichols & Sundry 
others Evidences Which he did not then know of by which 
he is able fully to prove y® payments he has made to S@ 
Makenzie as Afores4: But is now Without Remedy Unless 
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Relieved by your Honours: Therefore humbly prays this 
Honourable Assembly to Annul & Reverse S4 Final Judg- 
ment of s4 Supt Court and Grant,to your Petitioner a New 
Trial of st Action At the Supt Court to be held at New 
London Within And for Said County of New London On 
the: 4th Tuesday of September Next And yt the Cost from 
the beginning may follow S4 Final Trial & that your 
Honours would appoint Commissioners to adjust the Matter 
afores4 in Equity or in Some Other way would Releive 
your Petitioner as in your great Wisdom Shall be Thot fit 
And your Petitioner shall as in Duty bound shall Ever pray 
&¢ Dated in New London the 11th Day of April: 1755 
JN° SIMSON 

To the Sheriff of the County of New London or his 
Deputy or to the Constable of the Town of New London 
Within Said County Greeting. 

In his Majesties Name Summon Andrew Makenzie of 
New London Aforesaid to Appear before The General 
Assembly of the Colony of Connecticutt to be holden at 
Hartford within And for said Colony on the Second Thurs- 
day of May Next That is that he Appear before S¢ Assem- 
bly on the first Tuesday Next after S4 Second Thursday: 
Then & there to Shew Reason if any he has Why The 
prayer of the foregoing Petition should not be Granted you 
are to leave a True and an attested Copy of the foregoing 
Petition and Also of this Citation with the aforesaid Andrew 
Makenzie at ye usual place of his abode, at least twelve 
days before Said first Tuesday: hereof fail not and make 
Return hereof with your doings hereon According to Law: 
Dated at Windham this r2th Day of April Anno Dom: 1755 
And in the 28th Year of his Majt Reign 

RocEr WotcotTt Junt Assisst 


New Lonpon April 28th 1755 
This Day a True & an attested Copy of the Within & 
foregoing Petition & Citation was Left at the usual place of 
abode of the Within named Andrew Meckenzie 
@ Curis: Curistopuers Sheriff 
fees 208 Lawfull money 
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In the upper House 
On this Petition, Granted that the Petitioner have 
Liberty of another Tryal of the Action referred to in Said 
Petition by way of Review, at the Supt Court to be holden 
at New London &c on the 4th Tuesday of Septemr next, the 
whole Cost to follow the Tryal And to bring in a Bill in 
fform accordingly 
Test GrorcEe WYLtys Secret 
Concurred in ye Lower house 
Test Jn° Fowuer Clerk 


THOMAS FITCH TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 


[Governor Fitch in a letter to Secretary’Thomas Rob- 
inson, dated Norwalk, June 5, 1755, gives in some detail the 
steps taken by the Connecticut authorities in the matter of 
the Spanish ship St. /oseph and St. Helena and her cargo, 
all of which steps appear in sundry other documents in this 
volume. The duplicate in the Public Record Office is 
indorsed ‘‘R Augt 224.” Collections, I. 260. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


Extract of a Letter from Govt Fitch to Governor Shirley 
dated Norwalk gth June 1755. 

You are very sensible, Sir, that altho’ Niagara be of 
more Importance either to us or the French than Crown 
point, yet the latter more immediately affects the Northern 
Colonies, and is the place of Strength, situate so near Can- 
ada, that Forces from thence may be soon sent to oppose 
our Attempts against that Fort, which is not the Case with 
respect to Niagara, if Crown point be once reduc’d, it is 
probable the other will easily follow, as the Forces from 
Crown point, I doubt not, would readily march to Niagara 
to facilitate the Reduction of the Fort or Forts there, if they 
are advis’d of the necessity of it. 

Copy Examined 
q THos Crarke Dpty Secry 
[Indorsed] Extract from Gov" Fitch’s Letter to Gov' Shirley 
dated Norwalk, ott June 1755. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO RICHARD PARTRIDGE. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch in a letter to Richard Partridge 
dated September 26, 1755, mentions ‘tmy last of the 16 June 
to you.”” No positive statement is made as to the nature of 
the contents of this letter; but apparently it referred to the 
controversy with Massachusetts over the boundary line be- 
tween the two colonies. ] 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary Thomas Robinson in a letter dated White- 
hall, June 19, 1755, to the Governor and Company of Con- 
necticut, directs that no bills for expenses incurred for ser- 
vices or operations performed by the Colony in North 
America are to be drawn on the Paymaster General; but 
application for payment of all such is to be made to the 
commander in chief of his Majesty’s forces in North Amer- 
ica. Collections, I. 263. ] 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[In his letter of September 26, 1755, Governor Thomas 
Fitch acknowledges the receipt of a letter from Richard 
Partridge dated July 2. No indication is given as to the 
nature of the contents of this letter. ] 


COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Previous to July 12 the Massachusetts authorities had 
forwarded to Governor Thomas Fitch, presumably as an 
inclosure in a letter, a Resolve of their General Assembly 
of June 7, 1755, concerning the allowance to the first gene- 
ral officer in the Crown Point expedition and the allowance 
to the Indians and the officers to command them. See 
Fitch’s letter to Spencer Phips of July r2, 1755. ] 


COLONY OF NEW YORK TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Previous to July 12, 1755, the New York authorities 
had forwarded to Governor Thomas Fitch, presumably as 
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an inclosure in a letter, Resolves of their General Assembly 
apparently relating to the allowance to the first general 
officer in the Crown Point expedition and to the allowance 
to the Indians and the officers to command them. See 
Fitch’s letter to Spencer Phips of July 12, 1755. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. 


Norwatk 12th July 1755. 
Rey) 

I laid the Resolve of your Assembly of the 7th June 
concerning the Allowance to the first General Officer in the 
Crown Point Expedition and the Allowance to the Indians 
and the Officers to Command them before the Committee 
of War Appointed by the Assembly of this Colony to Advise 
me relating to those Affairs and also laid before them the 
Resolves of the New York Assembly relating to some of 
those Points which I presume you or Governor Shirley both 
Received. The Committee on Consideration of these Mat- 
ters are of Opinion that the Allowance to the Second Gene- 
tal Officer ought to be a general Charge as Well as that to 
the first; and this Government at present having wholly 
provided for the Pay and Subsistance of the second suppose 
it reasonable to be Excused from further Contribution to 
the General Officers (seeing what we have done and En- 
gaged is an Expence near Equal to what all the other 
Governments will be at in paying the first) Unless both be 
paid at the Common Charge of All the Governments; in 
which Case we shall Chearfully bear a Proportion Accord- 
ing to our Numbers in the Present Service which is as ten 
to fourty two. I beg Leave here to Observe that Major 
General Johnson was Nominated and Commissioned by 
Governor Shirley on the Request of Your Assembly to him 
to Appoint the Commander in Chief, And Major General 
Lyman was Nominated by the Assembly of this Colony and 
Commissioned by me to be second in Command so that Mr 
Johnson being Nominated by the Request of your Govern- 
ment to which belonged the first Nomination and Mt Lyman 
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by this Government to which belonged the second Nomina- 
tion and both Nominations being Agreed to by the Other 
Governments or most of them Your Honour will see that 
either The General Officers ought to be supported by the 
Governments Nominating them or Else by all the Govern- 
ments concerned as a Common Expence the latter will be 
Agreable to us. 

The Committee are further of Opinion that the Officers 
Appointed to Command the Indians be Allowed the same 
with our own Officers of like Rank unless the former should 
on account of more Difficult Service deserve a greater 
Allowance, if that should be the Case the Committee advise 
it be referred to our Assembly for Consideration. It is 
Apprehended that for this Government to Advance the 
Officers who command the Indians Above our own unless as 
before Observed would give Umbradge and Cause of Com- 
plaint to them and Occasion such Uneasiness as might be 
Attended with ill Consequence to the Common Service. 
The Committee have Also agreed to allow out of this 
Governments Part of the Pensylvania Provisions towards 
Engaging and Subsisting three hundred Indians in this 
Service four hundred Pounds or a less sum in Proportion to 
the Number of Indians that shall be short of three hundred 
in the Service. 

I apprehend if there should happen to be some different 
Sentiments in the Several Governments concerning what 
may be a Reasonable Allowance in Any Article of general 
Charge Each Government may Advance their own Propor- 
tion of what it Judges proper without any great Inconven- 
ience Attending the whole .as I presume they will not be 
very wide from Each Other in opinion, or if Any other 
Method more Agreable can be come into I shall readily 
Acquiesce 

I am Sir with great Respects 
Your Honours most Obedient 
Humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 
The Honble Spencer Puips Esqr 
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JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[John Pownall, Secretary of the Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations, writes under date of Whitehall, 
July 15, 1755, to the Governor and Company of Connecti- 
cut, that the Commissioners wish to be informed of the 
present state and condition of the Colony, and he incloses 
Heads of Enquiry for that purpose; and he also asks for a 
collection of the laws now in force in the Colony. Collec- 
tions, I. 264. | 


HEADS OF ENQUIRY. 


Queries relating to His Majesty’s Plantations on the 
Continent of America. 

1. What is the Situation of the Colony. under your 
Government, the Nature of the Country, Soil and Climate, 
the Latitudes and Longitudes of the most considerable 
places in it, or the Neighbouring French or Spanish Settle- 
ments have those Latitudes and Longitudes been settled by 
good Observations or only by Common Computations, and 
from whence are the Longitudes computed? 

2. What are the reputed Boundaries, and are any 
parts thereof disputed what parts and by whom? 

3. What is the Constitution of the Government? 

4. What is the Trade of the Colony, the Number of 
Shipping their Tonnage, and the Number of Seafaring 
Men with the respective Increase or Diminution within ten 
Years past? 

5. What Quantity and Sorts of British manufactures 
do the Inhabitants annually take from hence? 

6. What Trade has the Colony under your Govern- 
ment with any foreign Plantations or any part of Europe 
besides Great Britain? How is that Trade carried on? 
what Commodities Do the People under Your Government 
send to or receive from Foreign Plantations? 

7. What methods are there used to prevent Illegal 
Trade and are the same Effectual? 

8. What is the Natural produce of the Country, Staple 
Commodities and Manufactures, and what value thereof in 
Sterling money may you annually export? 
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9g. What Mines are there? : 

10. What is the Number of Inhabitants Whites and 
Blacks? 

11. Are the Inhabitants increased or decreased within 
the last ten Years, how much, and for what Reasons? 

12, What is the Number of the Militia? 

13. What Forts and Places of Defence are there within 
Your Government, and in what Condition? 

14. What Number of Indians have you and how are 
they inclined? 

15. What is the Strength of the Neighbouring Indians? 

16. What is the Strength of Your Neighbouring Euro- 
peans French or Spaniards? 

17. What Effect have the French or Spanish Settle- 
ments on the Continent of America upon his Majestys 
Plantations Especially on Your Colony? 

18. What is the Revenue ariseing within Your Gov- 
ernment, and how is it appropriated? 

19. What are the ordinary and extraordinary Expen- 
ces of Your Government? 

20. What are the Establishments Civil and Military 
within your Government, and by what Authority Do the 
Officers hold their Places. 

It is desired that a return may be made to these Queries 
every six months that the Board may from time to time be 
apprized of any Alterations that may happen in the Circum- 
stances of Your Government. 

[Indorsed] rec4 r1t Novr 1755 


JAMES DELANCEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[On July 20, 1755, Governor Thomas Fitch received 
from Governor James DeLancey the news, probably sent 
from New York two days before, of Braddock’s defeat on 
the ninth of that month. The account of the disaster 
appears to have been contained in an inclosed letter from 
Governor Horatio Sharpe to Governor Robert H. Morris. 
See letter of Fitch to Stephen Hopkins of July 20, 1755. ] 
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THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 
NorwatLk zoth July 1755 

Sir 

About an hour since I Receiv’d the Melancholy News 
from Governour Delancey which I now Send you. weather 
the whole Army is Defeated or only a Division of it to me is 
uncertain tho’ it Looks probable by Mr Sharps Letter to 
Governour Morris that Part of the Army had not Joyned 
the General however it will doubtless be prudent for all the 
Colonies to be ready for Reinfourcing our Troops wherever 
it Shall be wanted and Especially it behoves the Gover- 
ments Concerned in Carrying on the Crown Point Expedi- 
tion to be in all Possible preparation to reinforce those 
Troops on the first Intelligence of the Necessity of it what 
has ben done in this Colony for that Purpose I beg leave 
for brevity’s Sake to Refer you to my Letter to Governour 
Green being in hast shall not add but that I am Sir 

with great Respect your 
Honours most obedient 
and most Humble Servant 


THOS FITCH 
Governour Hopkins 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT 
AND WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 

Whereas the Government of Pensilvania did at the 
request of His Excellency William Shirley Esqr Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay Grant Ten thousand Pounds Currency of that 
Province to be laid out in Provisions for the use of the 
Forces imployed in the Expedition to Crown Point, to be 
divided among the several Provinces concerned in that 
Expedition in proportion to the Number of Forces they 
respectively send And Whereas the Colony of Connecticut 
is by that adjustment equitably entitled to ten two and 
fortieth parts of the said Provisions And Whereas the 
Artillery Stores to be employed in the said Expedition with 
the Charge of transportation of them and the Train by 
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estimation will amount to the like Sum of Ten thousand 
Pounds which is also to be divided in proportion to the 
Troops which each Province send for that Expedition. 
Now Forasmuch as the Troops sént by the Colony of Con- 
necticut were by the said Colony supplyed with a sufficiency 
of Provisions and will therefore have no occasion for their 
Quota of the Provisions supplyed by Pensilvania We do 
request that his Excellency Governor Shirley will receive 
Ten two and fortieth parts of the said Pensilvania Provis- 
ions and apply the same towards the defraying the Quota 
of the Government of Connecticut of the Expence of the 
Artillery Stores & Transportation of them and that the 
said Government of Connecticut have Credit for so much 
advanced by them as the said Ten two and fortieth parts 
amount to (proper Charges being first deducted) Provided 
that if the Connecticut Quota of the Charge of the said 
Stores and Carriages shall amount to more than the neat 
proceeds of the said Ten two and fortieth parts of Provision, 
the Colony of Connecticut are to make up the deficiency, & 
if it should not amount to so much then the overplus be 
repaid to whomsoever the Colony of Connecticut shall im- 
power to receive the same. 

Dated at Albany the 224 day of July 1755. 

DAVID ROWLAND 
ELIHU LYMAN 

Accepted and I promise to Account to the Colony of 

Connecticut as they desire Albany July 224 1755. 
W SHIRLEY. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[The Governor and Company of Connecticut are in- 
formed by Secretary Thomas Robinson, in a letter dated 
Whitehall, July 26, 1755, that open rupture with France is 
apprehended, and all proper measures for the safety of the 
government are recommended to be taken, the inhabitants 
informed, and all intelligence concerning the movements of 
the French are to be transmitted to the Secretary. Collec- 
tions, I. 264. | 


CONNECTICUT’S ADDRESS TO THE KING. 129 


THOMAS FITCH TO THOMAS ROBINSON, 


[Under date of Norwalk, August 1, 1755, Governor 
Thomas Fitch writes to Secretary Thomas Robinson acknowl- 
edging the receipt of his several letters, and mentioning the 
steps taken to carry out the directions contained in them. 
For the expedition against Crown Point, the Colony has 
raised one thousand men and an additional three hundred 
to serve in the pay of New York, and has agreed to raise a 
further five hundred if necessary. The Colony is now 
heavily in debt, needs a supply of good arms for the sol- 
diers, and incloses an address to the King petitioning him 
for such asupply. The duplicate in the State Paper Office 
is indorsed ‘‘ R. Octr 28th.” Collections, I. 265. | 


CONNECTICUT’S ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


[Under date of August 1, 1755, the Governor and Com- 
pany of Connecticut forwarded an Address to the King’s 
most Excellent Majesty, which was signed by Thomas 
Fitch, Governor. In it they express their loyalty and their 
desire to resist the encroachments of the French, as is 
shown by their raising one thousand men, to be increased 
to fifteen hundred if necessary, for service against Crown 
Point; mention the Colony’s indebtedness and the want of 
a proper supply of good arms, and humbly request such a 
supply as his Majesty shall think proper. Collectzons, I. 
268. | 


WILLIAM JOHNSON TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[ Major General William Johnson writes from the Camp 
at the Great Carrying Place, August 23, 1755, to Governor 
Thomas Fitch inclosing minutes of the Council of War held 
on that and the preceding day; describing the serious 
obstacles and resistance to be overcome if Crown Point is to 
be taken; stating that strong and speedy reinforcements 
are necessary; that warm clothing and bedding will soon 
be needed, and that he is about to march with the troops to 


9 
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Lake Sacrament. Mew Hampshire Provincial Papers, V1. 
421; see also Colontal Records, X. 397; Fitch’s letter to 
Johnson of August 29, 1755.* 

\ 


MINUTES OF COUNCIL OF WAR. 


Camp at Grate Carring Place 
22 August 1755. 
P. M. 

At a Council of war Held by the Honble Major General 
Johnson Commander in Chiefe of the Provincial Troops 
Raised on the present expedition against Crown Point. 

Present General Johnson, Major General Lyman, Colle 
Tim°e Ruggles, Collo Moses Titcomb, Collo Eph. Williams, 
Colle Elijt Goodrich, Colle Will™ Cockeraft, Lt Collo Bagly, 
Lt Collo Pomroy Lt Cole Whiting Lt Cole Cole Major White 
Major Nichols Major Ashley, Major Hoare, Major Dennison 
Major Treat, Major Fitch, Capt. Eyre Chiefe engineer and 
Quartermaster General, Capt. Peter Wraxall Secretary. 

Article 1. The General Directed the Secretary to Read 
to this Council of War a letter he Received Last night from 
Colle Blanchard of the New Hampshire Regiment with the 
Letters & papers therein Referred to & also part of a Letter 
which the General Received at the same time from the Lieut 
Governor of New York Relating to matters contained in 
Colle Blanchards Dispatches; & Desired the opinion of this 
Council of War, what they Judge Nessessary to be done in 
Consequence of the Intelligence & matters contained in the 
afforesaid papers. 

Article 2, The General then Proposed for the advice 
of this Council of War which way towards Crown Point from 
this place they would advise a Road should be cut for the 
march & embarkation of the army & whether that Road 
should be Imediately set about & that he had directed Capt. 
Payson Lieut Butler & some Indians to attend in order to 


*The date of the letter to Goy. Fitch is one day earlier than that to Gov. 
Benning Wentworth, from which this summary is made. The communication was 
probably a circular letter, and presumably the text of the two documents was the 
same, except for the difference in date, 
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assist with their Informations the Deliberations of this 
Council of war on this Important Question. 

Article 3. The General laid before this Council of war 
the Last returns made him of the state of this army & de- 
sired they would take the same into their serious considera- 
tion together with the Informations of some of the Indians 
Present, who arrived here Last night from Canada and 
Crown Point as also the sentiments of all of them now pres- 
ent Relative to forming a Judgment for future Proceedings 
& measures necessary to be taken hereon. Upon this article, 

It is the unanimous opinion of this Council of War that. 
the New Hampshr Regiments should be Retained in this 
service & that they be furnished with Provisions by the 
Comisaries of the several Governments concerned in this 
expedition. 

In answer to the second article it is the unanimous 
opinion of this Council of war that the Road to Lake St 
Sacrament appears to them the most iligeble & that it be 
Imediately set about upon which the General put the Ques- 
tion what number of troops the Council thought safe & 
sufficient to carry on that work & Build a place of arms and 
magazines. 

Voted in the affirmative two thousand men and half of 
the artillery & a suitable quantity of Artillery stores. 

The Council of war at their own motion was adjourned 
to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturday between 9 & ro o'clock A. M. 


The Council of war met according to the adjournment 
of yesterday evening & having taken into serious considera- 
tion the present state of this army as laid before them by 
the General in the last Returns made to him the 17: 18 and 
19 Istant by which they find the whole amount of the men 
fit for duty Including sergts Corporals and Drums were at 
that time 2932 since which the number of the sick are con- 
siderably Increased and 16 Deserters from one Regiment, 
so that when the New Hampshr Regiment shall join the 
army they apprehend the whole number of men fit for 
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Duty may be estimated between 31 & 3200. The Council 
a'so find by the answer of the Coghenawagoes Indians to 
General Johnsons embasy sent by the four Mohawk Indians 
who arrived here from Canada and Crown Point the 21 
Instant and the said Coghonawgaoes speech to those Mo- 
hawks which the General Laid before this Council of war 
that the Cognanagoss will join with their whole Force the 
French against us that from the account General Johnson 
gives of his conversation with the said four Indians, It 
appears that the French are all in motion in Canada towards 
Crown Point & that the Road from montreal to St. Johns is 
constantly crowded with carriages passing to and fro with 
provisions and stores to be dispatched by ye Brigentine and 
one smaller vessell up Lake Champlain to Crown Point 
which vessels are constantly employed there in that the 
enemy are flinging up New works at Crown Point and every 
body there busily employed. The said Indians farther 
Inform that there appeared to them a great plenty of pro- 
visions That three men of war from Europe had arrived at 
Quebeck with Provisions arms cloathing & 6000 Troops 
which the French said were designed for Crown Point. 
That the Governor of Canada was calling in all the Indians 
settled round that country who those Indians do not doubt 
will readily & warmly join the French and will with ye 
Cognawagas amount to a very considerable number, that 
the French Govt at Montreal told them he waited Impa- 
tiently for Gen! Johnson and his Troops and should be very 
glad to see him, that he should have ready to oppose him 
8000 men besides Indians. That the French have had 
pretty exact Intelligence of all our motions from the march- 
ing of the first division from Albany that if we marched by 
the way of the wood Creek they designed to attack us at 
Smith Bay if by the way of Lake St Sacrament at Ticond- 
eroga that when these Indians past by Crown Point there 
were not above roo men there, and two hundred more on 
their way from St Jons but by this time they they doubt 
not they are greatly increased & daily arriving as also the 
Indians. That our Indians are of opinion that the French 
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will fortify at Ticonderago and be much too strong for us 
even there. That some of the most steady and best affected 
Indians who came here with the General as also these now 
arrive from Canada have several times with apparent un- 
easiness assured the General and the Indian officers that we 
were far short of a sufficient number to expect any success 
against the French and have further added that they were 
of opinion we should be defeated yet they were our Brethren 
and would live and die with us these Informations from the 
Indians were confirmed and sworn to before the Council by 
Lieutenant Adams, Butler and Stevens—this Council of 
war having taken all these matters into their most serious 
consideration and examined since last night to the utmost 
of their abilities the great subject now before them in which 
examination they have made allowances for the natural 
Boasting and vapers of the French to our Indians are un- 
animously of opinion that the minutes of this Council of 
war be with all possible dispatch transmitted by the Gen! 
to the several Governments who have raised troops on the 
present expedition and that General Johnson do urge to the 
s? Governments the necessity of speedy and sufficient Rein- 
forcements, as there is great Reason to believe we shall be 
opposed by the main strength of, Canada and that in the 
mean while the army do proceed with all possible dispatch 
and vigor upon the present expedition then General Johnson 
do also inform the said Governmts of the necessity there 
will be of cloathing and Blankets to be sent for the Troops 
who are too thin cloathed for the approaching season except 
it be the New York Regiment who only will want additional 
Bedding. 

P, Lyman } 

Moses TiTcomB 

Tim: RuGGLEs ol 

Eveaz® Goopricu 

Ep WILLIAMS 

W™ CockcraFT | 
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SetH PomrRoy Lieut 


Jon 4 BaG.Ley | 


Joun PiTKIN Coll. 
NatuHan WHITING 
Epw? Co.Le | 


Jon4 WuHuiTE 
EvLeaz® NICHOLS 
Rost DENISON { 
Noau ASHLEY [ 
ELeAz°® FITcH | 
J 





Majrs 


Jon’ Hoar 
Witt EvrReEE 


N.B. Major Treat desird leave to withdraw from the 
Council yesterday being taken ill. 
A true copy from the original minutes Examd by me, 
PETER WRAXALL, Secy. 
A copy Exam4, 


ROGER WOLCOTT TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

S7 

Last February the Councill for the War were informed 
that the Inhabitants of Stockbridge and Pontoosuke were 
like to draw off unless suported and aplycation was made to 
the Councill for suport from Conecticutt 

To prevent this the Councill sent up Capt Hossmer with 
65 men with Instructions to Guard the people scout and 
assist the Inhabitants in building forts and to take Briga- 
dier Dwights Direction for the place where to dwell 

When Capt Hossmer came to Pantoosuke the Inhabit- 
ants were mainly Drawn of and the rest resolved to follow 
but the Councill knew nothing of this and upon Brigadier 
Dwights direction the Capt proceeded to build a fort at Pan- 
toosuk in which there is no Dwelling house 

The Inhabitants are all Drawn of but two who live in 
the fort under pay from Conecticutt the fort is Called fort 
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Conecticutt and a Garasson of sixteen men are Constantly 
kept there 

There has Continueally been a Controversie in the 
Councill about this Garasson some Aledging that it was 
at first sett up Contrary to the mind of the Councill who 
Intended nothing but to suport the Inhabitants and keep 
them from drawing off that it was not the designe of the 
Assembly nor has it been ever hitherto done for Conecticutt 
to build forts and maintain Garasons in the Province in the 
wilderness or Towns that are deserted that this Garasson 
Can be of no service to protect the Inhabitants of other 
towns in their houses or at their Labour from small partys 
of Indians That for scouting there is Hoosuke 20 miles 
North Coll Williams fort 6 miles East the Garasons at 
Stockbridge 14 miles south and that if this Garason was in 
some Inhabited Town it might guard the Inhabitants and 
do the same service in security and that therefore it is best 
to remove this Garason and thereby releive us from the 
Charge of men in other places 

But the Major part have been of a Contrary opinion, it 
is uncomfortable to be alwaies Controverting about this 
Garasson if the Assembly would please to Direct it will 
make every thing easie 

R WOLCOTT 

Winpsor Augt 25th 1755 

To Mt Speaker* 

In ye Lower house ye foregoing Letter Read & ordered 
to be Transmitted to ye Honble upper house 
. Test Jn° Fowrer Clerk 
[Endorsed] Letter from Govt Wolcott 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary Thomas Robinson writes under date of 
Whitehall, August 28, 1755, to the Governor and Company 
of Connecticut, that Major General Shirley has been ap- 
pointed Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s forces in 


* Col, Shubael Conant was the Speaker. 
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North America in the room of Major General Braddock, 
who was killed July ninth, and is to be recognized accord- 
ingly. Collections, I. 269. | ‘ 


THOMAS FITCH TO SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON. 


HartTrFrorpD 29th August 1755. 

Sr 

Yesterday in the afternoon I Rec‘ your Letter of the 
234 Instant with the Inclosed Minets of the Council of War 
and the Assembly then Siting I immediately laid them 
before the Assembly for their Consideration and have the 
Satisfaction to Acquaint you that the Assembly as well as 
the Colony in General are Spirited to Exert themselves to 
the Utmost in Supporting you and the Troops under your 
Command against all Opposition that can be Raised, for 
this Purpose the Assembly have Resolved to Raise fifteen 
Hundred Men over and above the five Hundred which are 
now Raising being in the whole Two Thousand Men to 
Reinforce the Troops in the Crown Point Expedition the 
Assembly are making all Necessary provisions for Raising 
these Recruits with all possible Dispatch and for furnishing 
and Supporting them in the Service the particulars of 
which I am not yet able to Acquaint you with I hope these 
Additions will Joyn you in a very Short time as it is Appre- 
hended Dispatch at this Season is of the last Importance I 
Shall Write to the Other Governments to let them know 
what we have Determined and Urge them to do their Parts 
and make no doubt but that they will be Rous’d to push on 
this Service with Strength and Vigor I tho’t proper to give 
you this Early Intelligence that the Spirits of your Men 
may be kept up and you be better able to lay your Plan of 
Opperation in due Season, I doubt not but you and the 
Officers with you will Act in the most prudent manner as 
well as with all proper caution and Resolution and loose no 
Advantage that may be taken of the Enemy when we have 
done all we can, our Dependance is and must be on him 
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who Overules all things according to his Rightious Pleasure 
and Saves them that put their Trust in him 
Iam_ Sr with great 
Respect your very 
Humble Servant 
LHOSsh LT GE 
Maj. General Jonnson 


THOMAS FITCH TO JAMES DELANCEY. 


Hartrorp August 29th 1755 

Sir 

Majr General Johnson’s Letter of the 234 Instant, with 
the Minutes of the Council of Warr in the Army (the like 
to which before this may come to hand, I conclude will be 
before you) I received Yesterday, And as the Assembly of 
this Colony was then sitting, comunicated the same to 
them, who taking into Consideration the important Matters 
referred to therein, Resolved forthwith to raise fifteen 
hundred besides the Five hundred heretofore voted, (and 
are actually raising) for this Purpose) to Reinforce the 
Army gone on the Expedition against Crown Point and are 
now concerting the necessary Measures fot the speedy 
raising & supplying them for that Service, And I trust they 
may be ready to sett forward in a very little Time. And 
as I have this Day dispatched an Account hereof back to 
the Army, Thought it also highly necessary both to give 
your Honr this speedy Intelligence of the Steps taking by 
the Colony of Connecticutt on this Occasion, and to intimate 
how much it is depended & relyed upon here that the other 
Governments immediately concerned in the Expedition and 
especially the Province of New York will in a Proportionable 
and vigorous Manner exert themselves at this very impor- 
tant Crisis, when the safety of the Army, the Country and 
your own Province in particular as well as the British 
Interest appear to be so highly Affected. 

I shall be able in a little Time to give a more particular 
Acct of the Progress we make in this Affair, and desire I 
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may Very speedily have Information of what is, or may be 
done therein by your Province 
And am Sr aes Honrs most Obedt 
: umble Servt 
THOS FITCH 
The Honble Lt Govt DELancey 


P. S. If all the Governments unite in sending Succours 
with Dispatch, it is not doubted but they will Joyn the 
Army in Season for the Service, this must be done by 
Detachments if Voluntiers sufficient do not Offer in a few 
days if we loose the present Advantages we shall not be 
able to gain them without very great Additions of Strength 
& Expence and perhaps never. The Consequence will be 
fatal to the Country & your Government in Particular I 
hope Sir Yr" Governmt will at least do their Proportion 
without Loss of Time 

Yours ut Supra 
ihe 
[Indorsed] August 29th 1755 From the Gov. of Connt that 

that Colony have determined to raise 2000 Men as a 

Reinforcement to the Troops sent to Crown Point 1s 

Sept Read*this Day in Council. 


THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. 


Hartrorp August 29t8 1755. 

Sz 

Majt General Johnson’s Letter of the 234 Instant with 
the Minutes-of the Council of Warr in the Army (the like 
to which, before this may come to hand, I conclude will be 
before you) I Rect Yesterday, And as the Assembly of this 
Colony was then Sitting comunicated the Same to them 
who taking into Consideration the Important Matters 
Referred to therein Resolved forthwith to raise fifteen 
Hundred Men (besides the five Hundred heretofore Voted 
(and were Actually raising) for this purpose) to reinforce 
the Army gone on the Expedition against Crown Point; 
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and are now concerting the Necessary Measures for the 
Speedy raising and Supplying them for that service, And 
I trust they may be ready to Set forward in a very little 
Time, and as I have this day Dispatch’d an Account hereof 
back to the Army, thought it also highly requisite both to 
give your Honr this Speedy Intelligence of the Steps taking 
by the Colony of Connecticutt on this Occasion and to inti- 
mate how much it is Depended and Relyed upon here; that 
the other Governments imediately concerned in the Expedi- 
tion; and Especially the Province of the Massechusetts 
Bay, will in a proportionable and Vigourous Manner Exert 
them Selves at this very Important Crisis when the Safety 
of the Army the Country and the British Intrest seem to be 
so highly affected. I Shall be able in a little time to give a 
more particular Account of the progress we make in this 
affair and desire I may very Speedily have Information of 
what is, or may be done therein by your Province 
And am Sr 
Your Honrts’most Obedt 
Humble Servant 
THO®: FITCH 
The Honble Leut Govt Purps 


PROCLAMATION BY THOMAS FITCH. 


A Proclas 

By y® Honle Tho: Fitch Esqt Govt &c 

Whereas by Information from Major Generall Phineas 
Lyman it is known that some of the Soldiers Enlisted in 
the pay of this Governt have deserted the King’s service 
who (if they will speedily return to their Duty) the said 
Major General has wrote shall be excused and Pardoned 

All such are hereby Notified that in Case ten Days 
from the Date hereof they will come & submit themselves 
to.any of ye Commission officers now raising Recruits and 
return back to the Army with said Recruits they may Safely 
Rely on the abovementioned Promise of Pardon And all his 
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Majesties Civil & Military Officers and other his good & 
Liege Subjects are hereby directed & required to use all 
proper means and methods for the Seizing, Apprehending 
and Securing all and every Deserter who shall not return 
to Duty as above provided that they may be brought to 
Punishment. 

and any Soldiers who remaind behind on Account of 
Bodily Indisposition yt are now recovered are directed to 
Joyn some of the Forces now raising and to March to the 
Army with them otherwise they will be considered as 
Deserters 

In ye Lower house 

The above Proclamation Read & Approved, and 
that his Hont ye Govt be Desired to Cause ye same to be 
putt in y® next Gazett, 
Test JN° Fow.er Clerk 

| Indorsed] Proclamation concerning Deserters August 1755 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Boston Sept. 1. 1755 

Sie 

I this day was favoured with yours of the 29th of Augt; 
I am extremely pleased to see with what spirit & zeal your 
assembly acts for His Majesties service, nothing shall be 
wanting on my part to promote the same, Our assembly 
stands prorogued to the 24th instant notwithstanding which 
if His Majesties Council (which I have caused to be sum- 
moned to meet this morning will advise me to call the 
Assembly forthwith I shall do it. their are & will be this 
day five companies of our new recruits marching to joyn 
the army under General Johnson (from whom I received a 
letter of the 23° last) the rest I hope will be on their march 
very soon. last saturday I sent Colo Williams of Hatfield a 
letter inclosing him beating orders & nine blank commis- 
sions directing him to use his best endeavours with the 
utmost dispatch that an additional number might be raised 
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out of the County of Hampshire that by information appears 
quite well disposed in the common cause & from whence I 
expect success 
I am with great Respect Sir 
Your Honours most 
Obedient Servt 
Ss. /PHIPS 
P. S. I have accordingly with the advice of the Coun- 
cil issued my Proclamation for the said Assemblys meeting 
here on the fifth Instant 
[Indorsed] Lt Govt Phips Letter in Answer to Govs Fitch of 
Connecticut. Sept iz. 1755 


SPENCER PHIPS TO COMMITTEE OF WAR IN 
THE COUNTY OF HARTFORD. 

[Lieutenant Governor Spencer Phips writes on Sep- 
tember ro, 1755, to the Committee of Warin the County of 
Hartford, which committee appears to have had all the 
powers of a committee of war for the whole colony, evi- 
dently protesting against the withdrawal by Connecticut of 
her troops which had been guarding the Massachusetts 
frontiers. See letter of John Ledyard to Phips of Septem- 
ber 15. | 


JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[On September 19, 1755, John Pownall, Secretary of 
the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, writes from 
Whitehall to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, 
desiring that there be sent to the Commissioners an exact 
and particular account of the cannon, arms, ammunition 
and military stores in public magazines or in the possession 
of private persons in the Colony, with the true state of the 
places fortified or that should be fortified, with an exact 
account of the number of inhabitants, the number able to 
bear arms, and the number composing the militia. Collec- 
tions, 1. 2702) 
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JOHN LEDYARD TO SPENCER PHIPS.* 


Hartrorp 15th Sept 1755. 

Sr 

Your Honours Favour of the 10th Instant has been this 
Day layd before us 

We are very Sorry to find that withdrawing our Men 
from the Frontiers has given any Terror to the Inhabitants 

The Case has again been Maturely weighed and on 
reconsideration we continue to be of Opinion their Fears 
are groundless 

The Scene of Action is now gone to the Enemys Quart- 
ers, this is what we have long wisht to see as we always 
concluded it would give Rest at Home hitherto it is so not 
so much as one Indian has appeard on any of the Frontiers 
Since our Forces reach’d Lydias Carrying place What 
your Honour mentions of the Massachusets having raisd 
their full Proportion of Recruits (if it intends as compared 
with this Government) we confess our Selves not convinced 
thereof tho this has not been any Governing point in our 
determination 

Before the Soldiers were drawn off twas very manifest 
to us that the Enemy had all been orderd back and no 
Probability of their return untill the Scituation of Affairs 
should be alterd That a large Body of them were approach- 
ing ye Frontier we heard early of and made close enquiry 
concerning it but could find no likelyhood of its being so 

We are now more confirmd in our Opinions as to the 
present Safety of the Frontiers, seing our Troops have had 
such great Success 

With Joyfull Hearts we congratulate your Honour on 
the Important Victory (and to God be the Glory) we are 
with very great Respect 

St Your most Hum! Servt 
signd % Order JOHN LEDYARD Cler: Con** 





*This letter was undoubtedly written to either Governor Shirley or Lieuten- 
ant Governor Phips, with the probabilities in favor of the latter, as Shirley was at 
Oswego at this time. 

** John Ledyard was a member of the Committee of War in the County of 
Hartford, appointed by the Assembly in October 1754, which committee appears to 
have had all the powers of a committee of war for the whole colony. 
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Hartrorp 224 Sept 1755 
Sir 
I take ye Liberty to mention yt I am told by People © 
who left ye Camp at Lake George Tuesday last. Our 
people were grown quite healthy ye 2000 Recruits from 
this Colony were most of them beyond Albany. We have 
Several Independt Companys gone and going 
J Your Honrs 
Most Obt Servt 
JOHN LEDYARD 


THOMAS FITCH TO RICHARD PARTRIDGE. 

. Norwatx in Connecticutt 26th September 1755 

Since my last of the 16 June to you I have received 
your Letters of the 24th May & 24 July last but am not yet 
furnished with the Several Matters relating to the Line 
between this Colony & the Province of the Massachusets, 
& as our Minds have been & are still engaged in Military 
Preparations, which engross almost all our Thoughts, as 
well here as in England; I hope nothing will be done to 
our Prejudice, but that the affairs of the Colonies will rest 
Safe untill we can attend to those parts of our Interest. I 
presume it will not be long before I Shall be able to Trans- 
mit you the Several Writings I before Signified you might 
expect to receive. Asan Account of our Military Enter- 
prizes may probably be acceptable, I Shall give a Short 
Relation of our Proceedings therein: In the Spring of the 
year when the Forces were raising in America by his Majes- 
ties Orders for the Defence of his Dominions, & as we 
Understood were to be employed for removing the encroach- 
ments of the French on the Ohio & at Nova Scotia, a Scheme 
was proposed for the New England Governments & New 
York to undertake an Expedition for removing the French 
Encroachments at Crown Point, and on the lake Champlain, 
& that the Massachusetts should raise 1200, Connecticut 
1000 New York 800, New Hampshire 600 & Rhode Island 
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400 Men for this Service; This Government imediately 
agreed to raise their thousand Men, tho’ it was judged more 
than a Just proportion, & to add 500 more if needed, & 
fearing New York would fail of the Number proposed for 
them, the Assembly consented to allow New York liberty 
to raise 300 in this Colony, which have been raised accord- 
ingly, we raised our thousand, Massachusets agreed to raise 
1500, New Hampshire 500 & Rhode Island 400, but Some 
fell Short, however the Expedition went forward under the 
Command of William Johnson Esq? living near the Mohawk 
Country, who was appointed Commander in Chief & Phin- 
eas Lyman Esq? one of the Council of this Colony who was 
appointed Major General & Second Officer; The Army 
Proceeded to the great carrying Place on Hudsons River 
clearing the Roads to that place, which is near 60 Miles 
above Albany, where they built a Fort; while they were 
there, they received Intelligence of the Designs of the 
French to oppose them with a Force Superior to our Army 
thereupon acquainted the Governments concerned & re- 
quested strong Reinforcements, this Colony, on considera- 
tion of the Importance of the Service agreed to raise fifteen 
hundred more, which with five hundred then raising in 
consequence of a former Resolve, made z000 Men for a 
Reinforcement, which were raised with Surprizing dispatch 
& are Marched Sometime Since, the other Government 
particularly Massachusets, added 2500 to the former Num- 
ber, but New York whose Interest is more nearly affected 
add none. However the Army will probably Amount to 
near about 8000, the final Event we wait for. But I must 
acquaint you, that before the Recruits were Sent, even 
while raising the Army went forward from Hudsons River 
to Lake St Sacrament, now called Lake George leaving a 
Number at the Fort, & Soon after their Arrival at the 
Lake, and before they had built a Fort, or Entrenched, the 
Enemy consisting of Regulars from Europe, Candians, & 7 
or 800 Indians, amounting in the whole to, two or three 
thousand The Number tho’ Something uncertain is Sup- 
posed Superior to our’s came upon about rooo of our Forces 
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in the Woods, as they were Marching towards the Fort to 
relieve it in case of an Attack, there they having had Intel- 
ligence of the Enemys being near, our People were powered 
by Number fought bravely on a retreat three or four Miles 
to the Camp, where being all Joined there was a very hot 
& constant fire, from about Eleven of the Clock on the 8th 
of this Month, ’till four or five; Our Army Sustained their 
Posts, finally drove off & pursued the Enemy, & gained a 
compleat Victory. In this Battle, the Severest that has 
been in this Country; There was by the best Accounts, 
Seven or eight hundred, Some Say, about a thousand of the 
Enemy killed, Several taken Prisoners: Baron Dieskau 
Major General & Commander in Chief of all ye French 
Troops in America, is taken Prisoner & So wounded, its 
probable he will dye, if he be yet living, The Second 
General Officer, who was Commander at General Braddocks 
defeat was killed in this Engagment; on our Side it is 
Supposed, we had not but about a hundred killed, Some 
wounded & Some missing. tho’ the Accounts as yet, are not 
So particular as we may have, yet the loss is in a Small 
Proportion to that of the other Side. I may have oppor- 
tunity to give a more distinct Account, & hope to be able 
to give good News of the whole Enterprize, but the Event 
remains, & Time must open the Designs of Providence 
herein. 

I wrote Sometime Since to Sir Thomas Robinson one 
of his Majesties Principal Secretaries of State, acquainting 
Him with this Affair, as far as it had then proceeded but it 
was before we had raised the additional Numbers, & before 
the Engagement; I expect the Assembly next Month will 
direct a further Represent@ to be made; I have also Sent 
an Address to the King to request the favour of Arms to be 
bestowed on the Colony, if that Should Succeed; I conceive 
the Account of our raising Such additional Numbers for his 
Majties Service will be an Argument for a larger Number 
of Arms to be given. I make no doubt but you will, as 
you have Opportunity represent the Colony in a favourable 
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Light at Home, & Shew that Such Spirit of Loyalty & 
zeal for his Majesties Service, & the Defence of his just 
Rights & Dominions in these parts prevails, So universally 
in this Colony, that we have gone beyond all Proportion, 
when compared with our Rich & Populous Neighbours; We 
are by these Services, greatly involved in Debt, our People 
drawn from their Labour to the Prejudice of the whole 
Community, & unless we have Some relief, our Inhabitants 
must be greatly distressed. I persuade my Self, that these 
Matters being properly represented to Persons of Influence, 
will be of Excellent Service to prepare the way for a Reim- 
bursment of these Expences arisen in his Majesties Service, 
for which the Colony in proper time, may Petition as to the 
Proceedings in the other parts of America, I must referr to 
Accounts of those more imediately concerned, which are 
doubtless published, or will be with you before this comes 
to Hand. 
I am St with much respect 
yt hble & most Obedt Servt 
THO. PITCH: 

P. S. Some Independt Companies of Volunteers at 
their own private Expence, are gone into ye Service agt the 
French at Crown Point 
[Indorsed] Copy Lre from Govr Fitch of Connecticutt To 

R¢ Partridge Agent for ye Colony of Connecticutt in 

New England in Mr Partridge’s Letter of Novr 18th 1755 


CHARLES HARDY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[During the last week of September 1755, Sir Charles 
Hardy, governor of New York, writes to Governor Thomas 
Fitch inclosing a copy of Sir William Johnson’s letter to 
him dated September 16 and a copy of the minutes of the 
General’s conference with the Indians on the r1th and r2th, 
with the request that Governor Fitch would forward copies 
of the inclosures to the Massachusetts authorities. See 
Fitch to Phips of Oct. 1, 1755. | 
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THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. 
NorwatLk 1st Octobr 1755. 

Sir 

Yesterday I Received from Gover Hardy a Copy of gen- 
eral Johnsons Letter of the 16th of Septr from the Camp as 
also an Extract of the Minutes of a Conference between 
him and the Indians on the rxt® and rath of the Month, and 
on Governor Hardys Request I have inclosed Copies of the 
Copies I Received both of the Letter and Minutes as Mr 
Hardy intimated to me you would not probably receive this 
Intelligence any other way the General not having Time to 
send them and the Governor could not Detain the Vessel 
by which he sent them to New York to be forwarded to me 
you will be pleased to send Copies to New Hanshire as it 
may give some Satisfaction as well as be of public Service 
for the Governments to know the Temper and Spirit of the 
Indians since the Battle. 

I am Sir with much Respect 
Your Honts most Humble and 
most Obedient Servant 
BHOPSETT Cr 
The Honble Spencer Puips Esqr 


CONFERENCE WITH THE INDIANS. 


Lake GeEorGE 11th September 1755 A, M, 

Present 
General Johnson 
Major General Lyman 
Coll: Ruggles 
Capt Eyre 
Capt Peter Wraxall Secretary for Indian Affairs 

Indian Officers and William Printup Interpreter. 

Aguiota, an Oneide Sachem, Speaker. 
Brother Wariaghejage Sole Superintendent &c. 

When you called us to ye Late general Meeting at your 
house you reminded us of y® many Barbarities which the 
French had Shewn to our Several Nations, and told us of 
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the Encroachments which the french had made upon our 
Hunting Lands to the Southward and particularly this 
Way. 

At the Same Time it pleased our Father the King & 
you our brother to call on us to join you, and exert our 
Selves in revenging the Injuries we have received, and to 
retrieve our Lands to all of which we agreed. 

Brother After you made this Speech to us, there were 
none of the Confederate Nations who Spoke at once and 
openly that they would Assist you with as many as they 
could Spare, But the Oneide Nation, and I call now upon 
the Other Nations present whether this is not the Truth. 

Brother Now Since you desired us to Assist you here, 
we came, and notwithstanding the proud Speeches of our 
Enemies we have lifted up our hands and Distroyed them. 

Brother, You hung your War Kettle over at the Late 
Meeting with Seven Heads in it, and now Brother it Seems 
that you had Such a great Fire under it, that it made the 
Water boil over & Destroy’d our Enemies, and how will it 
be when we come to overset the whole Kettle upon them. 

Brother, Now we have thus far complyed with your 
call upon us, we are all of us now Determined to return to 
our Several Homes and Families for the present, and So 
we bid you farewell. 

Here upon General Johnson retired to his Tent witho 
the following Officers (Major General Lyman, Col. Ruggles 
Lieut Col. Whiting, Major Fitch, Capt Eyre & the Secre- 
tary) who agreed upon a Reply as follows. 

Brethren I am Sory for the Loss you have Sustain’d 
on your Side as well as for that of our own. We have great 
reason to Thank God for the Success we have met with, 
and our Losses ought rather to Warm our Hearts to prose- 
cute the present undertaking, than produce any Coldness, 
this both Prudence and Bravery call on us to Do. 

Gave 2 pieces of Strouds to cover the Dead. 

Brethren You have repeated Some of the things which 
passed at our late Meeting. I remember the Whole very well 
and the Engagements entered into on both Sides, and am 
Sorry to See they are not fullfilled on yours, 
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Brethren We are not yet got half way. We have had 
in one Day three Engagements with the Enemy. we Drove 
them away and made a great Slaughter of them, What ever 
are your Reasons for leaving us in this Scituation I must 
think and all the World will be I believe of the Same 
Opinion that it is not agreeable to your Promisses nor 
advantageous to your Caracters. However I Shall Lay no 
restraints upon you, We are determin’d to pursue our first 
Design to look our Enemies in the face, and with God’s 
Blessing to Secure the Safety of our Country, and en- 
deavour to obtain that Honour which you by thus abandon- 
ing us will have no Share in, 

I expect and desire by this Belt that you fullfill your 
Engagements. Gave a Belt — 

Before General Johnson made the above Reply the 
Sachems came into his Tent and returned him the Belt of 
Wampum he had given to go with the Second Embassy to 
the Coghnawagaus and Said. 

Brother Here is your Belt of Wampum. The Coghna- 
wagaus have join’d the French and acted as Enemies. We 
desire they may never more be permitted to trade either at 
Albany or Oswego. 

Two chief Shachems of the Mohawks also Told the - 
General not to be displeased that the Indians were return- 
ing home. It was unavoidable in their Circumstances but 
he Should See them Soon again and fresh people with 
Them. 

; 12 Sept 1755 
Present 
General Johnson 
Peter Wraxall Secretary for the Indian Affairs 
William Printup, Interpreter. 

Sachems of the Lower Mohawk Castle and Oneides. 

Brother, We heard your Reply of yesterday and we 
assure you our going home is not owing to any Coldness of 
Heart or the Least Dread of our Enemies. It is our con- 
stant Custom after an Engagement in Which we have any 
Loss to return home for a little While & hear our people 
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and then return with fresh Vigour and attack our Enemies, 
and you may be Assured Brother this.is our present Inten- 
tion. 

We must entreat of you and earnestly beg that the 
Cohgnawagaes, may never be again permitted to come and 
Trade at Albany or Oswego or looked upon as our Friends. 
they have behav4 treacherously and we are determined no 
longer to Look on them as our Brethren. Our Indignation 
does and will Daily increase against them. We hope you 
may not make up a Sudden peace with ye French as was 
done last Warr and leave us in the Lurch and disappointed 
of venting our resentments upon our Enemies. 

We hope you will Stand to your Engagements and per- 
severe in your Design. (Gave a large Belt) 

A True Copy from the Original Minutes. 

PETER WRAXALL Sec't for Ind" Affairs 

Copy Exam4 

Gw. Banyar D Secrty 

Copy Txo’ Fitcu 


WILLIAM JOHNSON TO SIR CHARLES HARDY. 


Extract of a Letter to his Excellency Sir Charles Hardy 
from General Johnson Dated from Lake George 16 Sept 
1755" 

Sir — 

There is I find Some little Difference with regard to 
the Morning’s Engagement between the Accd. then and 
Since given. The late Coll. Williams who marched off with 
the first Division of 500 Did halt about a Quarter of a Mile 
from Where the Enemy Attacked and Waited for the other 
Division under Lieut Coll. Whiting, during this Halt the 
Enemy planted themselves in Ambuscade our party then 
marched forward the Indians Leading the Van one of the 
Enemy’s Muskets by Accident went off which Alarm’d our 
People, and discovered the Enemy who immediately begun 


* This letter is printed in full in Documents relating to the Colonial History of 
New York, X. 1013. 


WILLIAM JOHNSON, I51 


their Fire upon our Indians who finding the Enemy on all 
Sides, retreated to Coll. Williams who was at Some Small 
Distance, the Engagement then began on both Sides, the 
Indians and the Van of our people Sustain’d the Warmest 
Fire and amongst them was the Greatest Slaughter whilst 
the rest of our Troops were marching up to Support them, 
the Enemy who were much Superiour in Number began to 
Spread themselves in order to Surround us, Our Officcers 
then Thought it prudent to retreat towards the Camp and 
our Men fled that way, the Sustaining Party I had dispatch’d 
found things in this Posture and So the flight became gen- 
eral. the Enemy did not persue vigorously, or our Slaughter 
would have been greater & perhaps our panick fatal. This 
gave us Time fo recover and make Dispositions to receive 
Approaching Enemy. The Baron De Deskieu tells me his 
Plan was first to have made an Attack on our Troops at the 
great Carrying Place, but the Indians flatly refused to join 
in it because of the Fortifications there, & that they appre- 
hended it was defended by Cannon, that if he would March 
& attack us here, they were ready and willing to join; with 
this he complyed, very happy for us, for he would have 
found our Troops Seperately encamp’d out of y® Works and 
no Cannon there, and his Victory would probably have been 
a very cheap one, and made way for another here; in my 
afores¢t Letter I mentioned that in the Gallant Action of the 
Evening, the Enemy were between 3 & 400 Canadians & 
Indians Some Prisoners who are Since taken and are down 
at the Fort, own that they were between 6 & 700 many of 
our Men fired all their Ammunition away, picked up the 
Enemys during the Action and generously return’d it them. 
These Prisoners one of Whom is a Canadian Captain Say 
most of their chief Officers was either Kill’d or Wounded in 
the Several Actions of the Day, the Prisoners in general 
give it as their Opinion that their Whole Loss must have 
been betwixt 6 & 700, but by the Bodys found the Slaughter 
does not appear to have been So Large, many doubtless 
they carried off, hid or buried them, the general Opinion 
among the Most Judicious here is, that the Enemy’s loss is 
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between 3 & 400 & many more wounded, their precipitate 
Flight, Arms & Baggage dropt about the Woods are Strong 
tokens of their Great Loss. I am not fond of Sending our 
Men to disperse themselves in ‘Search of these Matters, the 
Enemy fled various ways and not in any Compact Bodys, it 
might therefore be a dangerous & would Probably be an un- 
satisfactory Measure, to be ransacking the Woods, besides 
we have more Important Work before us. The Day after 
the above Actions I found our Indians were determined on 
returning home, I own it Surprised me, but they told me it 
was always their Custom after any Ingagement in Which 
they had met with a Loss, and indeed their loss has been 
very heavy not only in Numbers but in the Personal Con- 
sequence of the Slain. 

I Send out constant Scouting parties every Way to 
Watch or discover the Motions of the Enemy, our Breast- 
Work is Strengthned and Carried Quite round our Camp, 
a Picketted Fort is building here, the Ground was cleared 
and poor Col. Williams was beginning it when the Enemy’s 
Visit put an End to his Life and Necessarily Suspended the 
Work for Some Days, I would have had a more Respectable 
Fort here upon a plan and built under ye Direction of the 
Chief Engineer, but the Council of War were flatly against 
it, & upon their telling me the Majority of the Officers & 
Men, were extreamly averse to any other Construction, and 
that if I persisted in it, it would Occasion a general Dissatis- 
faction, I Gave up my own Sentiments. 

Flat Bottom’d Boats are building for our Artillery and 
Stores and when the Battoes are brought up the Carpenters 
Shall repair and Caulk them if a Sufficient Number of 
Waggons are got & dispatch’d in Time I hope in Less than 
three Weeks to Move from hence towards Crown Point. 

Besides regular Troops & every pass fortifyed, all Can- 
ada from Quebec are Sumoned to Oppose us, however as 
Large reinforcements are Said to be on their Way here, I 
hope we Shall at Least be Able to make a good Push, many 
if not most of our Wounded Men will not I fear be capable 
to Assist us, our Sick increase and will probably continue to 
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do So, Cold Weather is at hand and our men very thinly 
clad, however I hear the Governments are Sending Warm 
Cloaths, in Short dispatch is our Dependance, that depends 
upon ble aici and those I fear upon great uncertainties. 
W* JOHNSON, 
A. true Extract Exam4 By Go Banyar D Secry 
Copy Tuo’ Fircu 


LETTER FROM THOMAS FITCH. 


[A letter from Governor Thomas Fitch was laid before 
the Council of War held at Lake George on October 20, 
1755. The context does not indicate to whom it was writ- 
ten, its contents, or more than an approximation of its date. | 


MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF WAR TO 
THOMAS FITCH. 

[|The Committee of War at Boston, presumably a com- 
mittee for the colony of Massachusetts, writes to Governor 
Thomas Fitch on October 11, 1755, apparently setting forth 
the great necessity for supplying the troops at Albany and 
Lake George with bread, and also asking for impress war- 
tents to be used in Connecticut, perhaps for impressing 
horses to transport provisions to the troops. See Report of 
Committee of General Assembly, Oct. 20, E755. | 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Boston Oct 12. 1755 

er 

this is to acknowledge the receipt of your favour dated 
the first instant. agreeable to your desire therein I sent 
copies of the copies you enclosed me to Govt Wentworth. 
last monday by the advice of His Majesties Council I wrote 
& sent a very pressing letter to Major General Johnson to 
proceed to Crown Point with all that expedition which the 
safety of the Forces under his command would permit 

I am with much respect your Honours most Obet 
Humble Servt 
[Indorsed] Letter to Gover. Fitch October ye 12. 1755 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honorable General Assembly now Setting at 
New Haven Your Honour’s Committee directed to Take 
into Consideration the Subject matter contained in the 
Letter from The Committee of Warr at Boston. to his 
Honour The Governor dated 11th Octt 1755. Take Leave 
to Report that By the Accounts from Albany, & The Camp 
at Lake George There is great necessity of Bread for our 
Forces, which needs to be Supplied with the utmost dis- 
patch. ’Tis therefore proposed that Some Sutable person 
be imediately Sent to New York, with Instructions to pur- 
chase a Quantity of Bread There, not Exceeding 120,000 
Weight, to be Shipt & forwarded from thence to Albany as 
soon as may be, And That Another Sutable person be sent 
to Albany with directions to purchase There, or at any 
places on or near Hudson’s River, a further Quantity of 
Bread, not exceeding 120,000 weight, and what Flower may 
be wanted for the Use of our Throops, and Get The same 
Ready At Albany to be carried to The Fort Edward, at 
The Carrying-place, and The Fort at Lake George. And 
in order to Carry the Same, it is further proposed That five 
hundred good able draught Horses (Such as are bona fide 
purchased for Shipping Excepted) with Sutable furniture, 
be forthwith impressed within this Colony; and That One 
hundred Men Shall be Agreed with, or Impressed (if need 
be) To Go with The Horses To Albany, & Carry from 
Hence On The Horses Sutable provender for The Keeping 
of Them in The service, to be provided here by The Comis- 
saries, and That when The Men & Horses aforesaid Come 
to Albany they be properly Imployed In Carrying The 
Bread, Flower, & other stores Needed To The Forts Afore 
Said In The Best Manner They Can; & That for This End 
The Comissaries provide Sacks & what furniture for Car- 
riage shall be Tho’t best. And it is further recomended 
That directions be given to the persons who shall be Sent 
to York & Albany, to purchase New Bread, & Chiefly of 
The Middling Sort (if to be had), and that he who repairs 
to Albany shall Advise with Comissary Lyman There, and 
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Use The most Likely & Good Measures for The Speedy 
Supply of our Throops with Bread & Flower. And Further 
That The Comissaries within The Colony be directed to 
forward all the Bread & other Needful Stores by them pro- 
vided, without any Delay. 

And That his Honor The Governor be desired to Write 
to Govt Hardy, to give Orders for Money out of The £8000 
Granted by New York, to be paid to The persons That Go 
to York & Albany To Purchase Bread & Flower for the 
purposes afores?: And That His Honor The Govr be Also 
desired to Grant Warrants directed To Some proper persons 
to Impress Sutable Men & Horses for The Services Afore 
Mentioned. And That The Governor be also desired To 
Write to Oliver Partridge Esqt Informing him That The 
making Necessary provisions for Carriages to our Throops, 
render it Impracticable to favour him with any Impress 
Warrants for The purposes mentioned In The Afore Men- 
tioned Letter from the Comtee of Warr at Boston, & That 
by a Letter he likewise Inform The Said Comittee Thereof 

Signed @ order of The Comtee 
JontT# TRUMBLE 

Oct? 2oth 1755. 

[Indorsed] Comtee Report on the Subject Matter of a Letter 

from the Comtee of Warr at Boston &c Oct? 1755 


THOMAS FITCH TO SIR CHARLES HARDY. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired on October 20, 
1755, to write to Sir Charles Hardy, governor of New York, 
to give orders for money out of the £8000 granted by New 
York to the persons that go to New York and Albany to. 
buy bread for the troops. See Report of Committee of the 
General Assembly; Colonzal Records, X. 422. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO OLIVER PARTRIDGE. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired on October 20, 
1755, to write to Oliver Partridge, a colonel and prominent 
man in Massachusetts at this time, informing him that 


156 FITCH PAPERS. 


Connecticut found it impracticable to grant him the impress 
warrants asked for by the Committee of War at Boston, 
perhaps for impressing horses to carry provisions to the 
troops at Albany and Lake George. See Report of Com- 
mittee of General Assembly. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMITTEE OF WAR. 

[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired on October 20, 
1755, to Write to the Committee of War at Boston, presum- 
ably a committee for the colony of Massachusetts, inform- 
ing them that Connecticut found it impracticable to grant 
them the impress warrants asked for in their letter of 
October 11, perhaps for impressing horses to carry provis- 
ions to the troops at Albany and Lake George. See Report 
of Committee of General Assembly. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. - 


[Governor Thomas Fitch wrote on October 29, 1755, to 
Lieutenant Governor Spencer Phips inclosing a vote of the 
General Assembly appointing Ebenezer Silliman and Jona- 
than Trumble as commissioners to meet in New York with 
Governor Shirley and commissioners from other govern- 
ments to consult upon measures for the common safety and 
his majestys service See letter from Phips to Fitch of 
Nov. 4, 1755; Colonial Records, X. 420. | 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Lieutenant Governor Spencer Phips wrote on October 
29, 1755, to Governor Thomas Fitch enclosing a copy of the 
action taken by the Massachusetts General Assembly in 
favor of the expedition against Crown Point going forward, 
and a copy Phips’ letter of the twenty fourth of the month 
to Major General William Johnson directing him not to dis- 
miss any of the troops then in service until further order. 
See letter of Fitch to Phips of Nov. 15, 17 55; Colonial 
Records, X. 420. ] 
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COLONY OF CONNECTICUT TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 
New Haven 30th October 1755 
SF 

Your Favour of 19th June ulto have received and are to 
acquaint you, that no Bills have been drawn by this Colony 
on the Pay Master General, and that their Lordships Com- 
mands Signified to us by your Letter shall be strictly 
attended and obeyed. 

In our last Dated rst August ulto which hope is got safe 
to hand, you was acquainted with the proceedings of this 
Colony to that time, Especially our raising one thousand 
Men with five hundred more to be raised to Strengthen 
them (if needed) to Join the Forces of the other New Eng- 
land Governments and New York to prevent and remove 
the French Encroachments made on his Majesty’s Lands at 
Crown Point, and the Iroquois Lake, so far as we had then 
gone. We now begg leave to lay before you the proceed- 
ings and Events which have happened Since. 

After the Troops had randezvoused at Albany and put 
things in readiness, they proceeded to the great carrying 
Place on Hudson’s River near Sixty Miles above, where 
they Erected a Fort now called Fort Edward: The difficulty 
in getting Battoes up the River, and the great Labour 
Occasioned by clearing and mending the Roads to get up 
the Artillery Stores, Provisions and Baggage, made it later 
than was Expected before the Work was finished. 

While the Army was there General Johnson received 
Intelligence of the Designs of the French to oppose him 
with a Force Superiour to Ours, of which he acquainted the 
Governments concerned, and requested Strong reinforce- 
ments from them. 

This Information and Request came to us the 28t» of 
August at a time Our Assembly was convened and on Con- 
sideration thereof, a Resolve was made to raise forthwith 
fifteen hundred Men in Addition to the five hundred that 
were then raising. 

Our Zeal and Concern for his Majesty’s Service moved 
us to exert ourselves on this Emergency beyond our Ability 
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and Proportion in relation to the other Colonies concerned 
not knowing what any of them would do on this Emergency, 
and no time left for Consultation, as an Engagement with 
the French and their Indians was soon to be expected; 
therefore great diligence was used, and Alacrity shewn in 
filling up this two Thousand Men. 

In the mean time it happened that General Johnson 
moved forward, cut and cleared a Road to Lake St Sacra- 
ment now called Lake George, but before any Fort could 
be built, or any Entrenchments were made, the Enemy 
consisting of Regular Troops from France, with Canadians 
and their Indians, to the Number of about two Thousand 
under the Command of Le Baron De Dieskeau, Commander 
in Chief of all the French Troops in America, came against 
them; the French landed at a place called South Bay, about 
twelve Miles from our Encampment, and took their Rout 
towards Fort Edward; our reconnoiteurs made Discovery 
the 7th September ulto that An Army were landed and 
moved forward that way, and gave the Intelligence to Our 
General, who by Advice of his Council sent about one 
Thousand Men (including Indians) the next Morning by 9 
o Clock to the relief of the Fort (if in Distress) when Our 
Men had marched between three and four miles they were 
attacked and after a smart fire on both sides, It was found 
our men were over numbered by the Enemy, and that a 
retreat was necessary, and accordingly our Men fought 
bravely retreating till they came to the Camp, where such 
preparations were made as so short time would admitt 
where our whole force consisting of about two Thousand 
Joined in the Fight; The Enemies Granadiers consisting of 
three hundred Men came forward and made the first and 
strongest fire in Plattons on the Front, and after they had 
fired twice in that manner, the Regulars took the Cover of 
Trees and Loggs in like manner as the Canadians and Indi- 
ans by whom they were supported, and continued a Strong 
fire, while Our Troops kept a continued fire on the Enemy 
and made use of some Field pieces, so that the Enemy were 
very warmly Entertained, and great Numbers of them slain 
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and wounded: The Canadians and Indians made their most 
Vigorous attack on the right, while some tried the left And 
all round for an Opening, but found such a reception that 
near Night the Enemy began to retreat and Our Men to 
pursue and bring in Prisoners, Arms &c: Among the Pris- 
oners their General is found, badly if not mortally wounded, 
Their Major General is killed Monst St Piere who com- 
manded the Canadians and Indians is also killed, the same 
who Commanded at the Ohio when Mr Washington was 
defeated last Year, and some say the same that Commanded 
at the Defeat of General Braddock, and many other of their 
Officers and Six or Seven hundred of their Men are Slain; 
The General and his aid De Camp (who is also a prisoner) 
say that almost all the Officers and Men of the Regulars 
were Slain; some of their Prisoners (of whom we took about 
Sixty) Say they have lost one Thousand; After the Enemy 
retreated from the Camp, a Number of the Canadians and 
Indians went back near to the Place where the fight began 
in the morning, and were met by about two hundred and 
fifty coming from Fort Edward to Our help, on which 
another Encounter happened, the Enemy were defeated 
many of them killed, and considerable Plunder taken from 
them; the whole loss on Our side was about two hundred. 

The Engagement was doubtless the hottest that Ever 
happened in this Country: Our Officers behaved with great 
Bravery, and the Souldiers with Courage and Resolution; 
And happy for us they sustained their Posts, drove off and 
pursued the Enemy; Our Troops were greatly fatiagued with 
Action of so long Continuance. 

An Account of Our Troops being attacked at the Lake 
came to this Colony the 11th September ulto many of the 
Men raised for Recruits were directly sent forward, and 
the whole followed in a few Days; Such was the Loyal Zeal 
and Ardour which appeared among the People that some 
Companies of Voluntiers went on the Service at their own 
private Expence; So that we had Strong hopes by an Early 
pursuit of our Enemy so lately defeated, to be soon possessed 
of the Important pass at Crown Point: but such was the 
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badness of the roads and difficulty of Cairiage that not all 
the Cannon, Artillery Arms, nor any considerable Supply 
before hand of provisions for our so greatly augmented 
Forces could be got from Albany to the Lake, and the 
building some Fortification there and Sutable Vessels to 
transport the Artillery &c across Lake George and making 
Discoveries of the Circumstances of the Enemy and their 
proceedings, Impeded the Progress of Our Troops notwith- 
standing the strongest Efforts. 

His Excellency St Charles Hardy soon after he arrived 
at New York went in Person to Albany and used his Assist- 
ance and Influence to Enable the Troops to go forward, but 
the Season of the Year is so far advanced and so many 
Difficulties intervening, that Our Men have been of late 
imployed in constructing a Defensible Fort at Lake George 
to be garrisoned through the Winter to Secure and maintain 
the Ground for the further progress of an Army at another 
Season. 

Commissioners are appointed here, and advise of it sent 
to the Neighbouring Colonies that there may be a meeting 
at New York in November next, to meet also with his Ex- 
cellency Major General Shirley (who hath noticed us that 
he will be there) and with such other of the Governors of 
the Colonies as shall be present, to consult the best Measures 
for the General Interest of the Common Cause for his 
Majesty’s Service. 

This Colony came chearfully into the projection to Join 
with the other Colonies to remove the French Encroach- 
ments on his Majesty’s Lands at Crown Point and Lake 
Iroquois, knowing the great Annoyance these Colonies have 
received from the French Especially since the Fort hath 
been Erected at Crown Point, and apprehending Eminent 
Danger that they would make an Attempt on Albany, who 
could not stand out long, and gain the Possession of the 
Mohawk River, and thereby Secure the Indians of the Six 
Nations into their Interest; whereby the Fort at Oswego 
would be lost, and consequently the great Lakes fall entirely 
into the hands of the French, which must necessarily cost a 
very great Sum to regain. 
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Our Zeal, Resolution and Loyalty prompted us to go 
Even beyond Our Abilities and Strength rather than his 
Majesty’s Interest should Suffer, and his undoubted Domin- 
ions in America be so greatly Encroached upon. 

We ask Leave further to observe, that we came into 
this Undertaking when we were not quite extricated out of 
the Debt Occasioned by former Services; and by Reason of 
the great Scarcity of money, have been obliged to have 
recourse to the method of Emitting Bills of Credit on the 
‘Colony carrying £5 Y?r Ct Interest, and have laid heavy 
Taxes on the People on Every Year till the Year 1760 as 
sinking Funds, and thereby are rendered unable to bear the 
Expences which further proceedings must Occasion. 

What we have already Done and are doing to Secure 
Provisions for the next Season will at a moderate Estimate 
amount to £80,000 Lawfull money. 

We have near four Thousand Men gone from this 
Colony whereof three Thousand and upwards are in the 
Actual pay and Subsistance of this Colony. 

The Colony of New York apprehending they were un- 
able Seasonably to raise any Recruits and afterwards per- 
ceiving we had gone so far beyond our proportion therein 
voted to contribute the Sum of £8000 New York Currency, 
towards the Expences attending our Reinforcement. 

We hope a Universal Concurrence of all the British 
Colonies on this Continent to exert themselves to remove 
and prevent The French Encroachments on his Majesty’s 
Dominions, and thereby a great Recommendation of all to 
his royal Favour and Protection; among whom his Loyal 
Subjects of this Colony are Emulous to distinguish them- 
selves by Zeal and Vigour in his Service and the firmest 
Attachment to his Sacred person and Government. 

We are small indeed and money very scarce with us, 
and our Numbers Sent in his Majesty’s Service hath 
occasioned the redoubled Toil and Diligence of those re- 
maining to till the Field the principal Source of Our 
Subsistance. 


at 
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Our Industry ever so well applyed can’t furnish Subsist 
and pay another Armament, to which Arms fit for such use 
are greatly wanting, as well as amunition and Cloathing, 
Especially Blankets; and the Séarcity of money here is so 
notorious as to threaten a Damp upon Our warmest ardours 
and to render ineffectual our utmost Efforts for his Majesty’s 
further Service. 

In these Circumstances we are induced and Constrained 
to Implore his Royal Favours and Bounty for Our Relief; 
and take Liberty to inclose and beg your Favour to lay 
before his Majesty our humble Address for this purpose, 
and your kind offices to render the same acceptable. 

And are Sr 
Your most Obedt humble Servts the 
Govt & Company of his Majesty 
Colony of Connecticut 
THOS FITCH Gov® 
To the Right Honble Sr THoS Rosinson 
Genll Assembly october 1755 
In the upper House 
The foregoing Draft for a Letter to the Rt 
Hontle St Thos Robinson one of his Majestys principal 
Secretaries of State is approved at this Board. 
Test Grorce Wy.tys Secretary 
att a General Assembly October 1755 
In the Lower House 
The foregoing Draft for a Letter to the right Honble 
St Thomas Robinson one of his Majestys principal Secre- 
taries of State read and approved. 
Test Joun Fow.er Clerk 


CONNECTICUT’S ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch, signing in the name and 
behalf of the Governor and Company of Connecticut, in 
October 1755, presents a memorial and petition to the 
King’s most excellent Majesty in Council, in which, after 
offering congratulations on the recent victory over the 
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French, he states that it has been found necessary to in- 
crease to three thousand the number of troops in the Col- 
ony’s pay and subsistence, that the Colony’s strength is 
much exhausted, and his Majesty’s favor is entreated for 
prosecuting whatever further measures are needful. Co/- 
lections. I, 271.] 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 

. Boston Novt 3. 1755 

I herewith send your (Honr or Excellency) Copies of the 
Minutes of the Council of War held at the Camp at Lake 
George on the 18. 20.t2 & 2st Ulte together with Capt 
Rodger’s Journal and an Extract of Majt General Johnsons 
letter to my self by which you'll be able to form a Judgment 
of the present Situation of the Army against Crown Point 
the Gen! Assembly of this Province have these matters 
under Consideration and shall forward their Resolutions to 
you as soon as possible. 

Iam &c 

His Excellency Govt WenTworTH 

The Honble Govt Fitcu 
[Indorsed] Novemr 3. 1755 Lt Govt Phip’s Letter to Governrs 

Fitch and Wentworth 


WILLIAM JOHNSON TO PHINEAS LYMAN. 


Camp aT Lake GrorceE 18th October 1755. 
OF, 

I have order’d a Council of War of all the Field officers 
at this camp at 5’0’Clock this Evening, and as my indispo- 
sition still renders me unable to be at it, I desire you will 
preside. I send by my Secretary Capt Wraxall the intelli- 
gence from the last Scouts toward Ticondorogo, and the 
Examinations of the 5 french Deserters transmitted me 
from Fort Edward, and the Examination of Blanchard one 
of them whom I sent for here, also a letter with some 
papers I receiv’d from Lt Govt Phips this night 
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rst I would propose to the Council of War whether 
they think it adviseable I should order a Detachment from 
this army to embark as soon as possible and attack the 
Enemy posted at or near the caxrying place, & in case of 
their Success to proceed and endeavour to dislodge them 
from Ticondorogo. 

If the Council of War approve of one or both of these 
attacks I desire they will advise what number of men & 
how many days Provisions it will be adviseable for me to 
order thereon, as also what further measures occur to them 
prudent to be taken upon this Scheme. 

Blanchard the Deserter has declar’d himself willing to 
go as a Pilot ar Guide upon these attacks. 

If a Council of War should not approve of either of 
these attacks, I desire they will express their Reasons or 
objections. 

2. I desire the opinion of this Council of War, whether 
considering our present Stock of Bread & the prospect of 
our future supplies they would think it adviseable for me to 
order any part of the Forces drawn here to Albany in order 
to Decrease the Consumption of that necessary article, or 
any other measures which may tend to prevent a fatal 
Scarcity of it. 

I have directed Capt Wraxall to attend the Council of 
War with the last Returns of the Troops here, & those from 
the several Regimental Commissaries in order to assist 
the Deliberations of the Council of War on this important 
article. 

3- Several Officers are daily making applications to 
me for leave to return home, both upon accots of their 
healths and several other Reasons, as I am apprehensive 
their leaving this army may be a discouragement to the 
Troops now here, at Fort Edward, & at Albany. I would 
desire the opinion of this Council of War what they would 
advise me to do in this matter. I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
W™ JOHNSON 

A true Copy 

PETER WRaxaLL Secry 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL OF WAR. 


Camp at Lake George Saturday P. M. 18th October 1755 
Present Major General Lyman Presidt 
All the officers in this Encampt Col Pomroy, Col 
Willard 
Lt Col Ward Lt Col Whitcomb absent by Sickness 
Capt Eyre Engineer General 
Capt Glazier Adjt General 
Peter Wraxall Secry 

General Lyman directed the Secretary to read to this 
Council of War the annexed Letter to him from General 
Johnson and the sundry papers therein mentioned and 
desird the Council of War would take the matters men- 
tioned in General Johnsons letter into their consideration & 
give their opinion thereon 

4 The President acquainted the Council he had re- 
ceiv’d a message from the General whilst this Council was 
Sitting that as the Colonels of the Massachusetts Reinforce- 
ments who arriv’d this Evening had acquainted him that 
tney had a number of Carpenters in their Regiments he 
desir’d the Council of War to give their opinion whether 
the flatt bottomd Boats should be put forward that in case of 
proceeding further no delay might happen for the want of 
them. 

The Council of War desir’d they might be adjourn’d till 
tomorrow afternoon at 4 a Clock, and the Presidt adjourn’d 
the Council accordingly. 

Sunday 19 October 1755, P. M. The Council of War 
met according to the adjournment of yesterday 

Present as Yesterday 
Added to the Council Lt Col Ward, major Payson, major 
Whiting and major Richardson, arrived in Camp this after- 
noon. Col Harris absent. 

Upon the first article this Council of War Vote to Refer 
the Consideration of it to their next meeting for the sake of 
further Intelligence, and in the mean time advise the Gen- 
eral to have the Battoes hawl’d up examin’d & Repair’d., 
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Upon the second article the Council are unanimously of 
opinion that the consideration of it be referr’d to their next 
meeting. ‘ 

Upon the third article this Council of War are unani- 
mously of Opinion that the Flatt Bottom’d Boats still con- 
tinue in their present situation. 

P Lyman 

PETER WRAXALL Secry 

A true Copy of the Original minutes 

PetER WRaxaLL Secry to the General 

Copy examin’d 

q THos’ Crarke Dpty Secry 


Camp at Lake George Monday Evening 
2oth October 1755. 
At a Council of War summoned by Major General Johnson. 
Present Major General Lyman 
All the Field Officers at this Camp except Col 
Willard & Lt Colo Whitcomb absent by sickness 
& Majt Richardson. 
Capt Eyre Chief Engineer &4 
Capt Glazier Adjutant General 
Maj Daughty of a Massachusetts Regt at Albany 
Peter Wraxall Secry. 

The General having summoned this Council of War, 
and by reason of his ill state of Health being unable to 
attend it in Person desires Major General Lyman to pre- 
side, and has directed Peter Wraxall his Secretary and Aid 
du Camp to lay before this Council of War the following 
Letter & Papers which are just now come to his hands by 
an Express from Albany. 

1st A Letter from Sir Charles Hardy Govt of New 
York now at Albany, with the minutes of a Council he 
called there. 

2, A Letter from Govr Fitch of Connecticutt. 

3. A Letter from Col Oliver Partridge from Albany 
who is there asan Agent from the Committee of War of the 
Province of Massachusetts 
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4. A Letter from Col Peter Gilman of a New Hamp- 
shire Regt of Reinforcements arriv’d at Albany. 

Upon which the General desires they will in particular 
advise him what answer they think proper to make to the 
following Paragraph in Cole Partridges Letter, 

‘“‘I also inform’d Govt Hardy of what I was charg’d 
with from the province, I had his advise to send an Express 
to your Honour to know Whether it is possible to go throh 
with the Expedition this Fall, if the Provisions and Stores 
were speedily sent up, I must beg Your Honours answer to 
this important Question, that I may know how to govern 
my self in the affairs committed to my Charge, and I think 
I may assure Your Honour that the Stores on the Part of 
Massachusetts shall not be wanting.” 

The President put the Question, Whether it was advisa- 
ble to proceed with the Expedition this Fall. 

Voted in the Negative for the following Reasons 

(adjourn’d to.5 o’Clock to morrow Evening) 
21st 5 0’Clock met according to adjournment. 
Present as Yesterday 

In the first place beg leave to Refer to a Report of the 
State of the army as unanimously agreed to by a Council of 
War the 11 & 12. instant lately transmitted to the several 
Governments for their consideration with respect to the 
Decrease of the Waggons, Increase of the badness of the 
Roads, Difficulty of passing the Rivers &c 

2. Before it would be possible by the whole united 
force of all the Government’s concern’d to afford us a 
proper supply which we apprehend would not be possible 
till the middle of November nor even then the Lake would 
be in danger of Freesing, or the wind high & boisterous 
which would indanger the loss of our army by water, & 
especially our artillery, and by a small Scum of Ice prevent 
our Passage, or cutt off all manner of supply of Provisions, 
which might if our army gone forward leave us in a desper- 
ate situation. 

3. Our Soldiers in general by their long Encampment 
here by reason of our Transports not arriving at Albany 
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and the difficuly of Transporting the provisions here from 
thence being thereby subjected to Cold & wet without any 
Lodging but the ground, but one Blanket to lye and to 
cover, and many none at all, whereby and all Camp diffi- 
culties near one third of our army are sick & unfit for Duty, 
their spirits exhausted, their Strength & Vigour enervated, 
that if now a full supply of comfortable Lodging and cloath- 
ing was here their general Recovery cannot be soon ex- 
pected. 

4. Several Cannon necessary for the Expedition yet 
at Albany, Shells, Shott Powder, and upwards of 400 Bat- 
toes at Fort Edward yet to bring forward, which before this 
time, could not be got here without exposing the army to 
suffer for want of Provisions and still to bring forward will 
stop such a proportion of Carriage for Provisions as will be 
employ’d for that Service. 

5. If our whole Recruits were here arriv’d, so many 
being dismiss’d as Invalids, and worn out in the Service the 
present sick here, necessary attendance for them, with what 
must prudently be left in Garrison at Fort Edward & here, 
would reduce our army able to go forward to not more than 
four thousand, and by the best intelligence from our Scouts 
who have had a critical view at Ticonderogo the Enemy 
amount to three.thousand, & a thousand more Chiefly 
Indians at an advanc’d post forward, both properly In- 
trench’d & preparing for the best defence, the attention of 
the Enemy now drawn off from the Eastward & Westward 
are able to afford them a large Reinforcement, as we are 
not able to make any preparations here without their 
Intelligence. 

But on the whole if our several Governments for whom 
we are acting, in whose Interest lies our own, in whose Ser- 
vice we are, and whom we are willing to serve to Death 
when call’d if they can remove those principal objections, 
or if not, as we profess our selves under their Instructions 
they advise us to press forward our own Lives we will risque 
& willingly submit the event, but to conclude we with the 
utmost submission apprehend that to have had this Expedi- 
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tion succeeded our Recruits should have been sooner rais’d, 
the provisions and all other needfull preparations previously 
made and gone forward that they all arriving in Fresh 
Spirits & recruiting Vigour, not subjected toa long Dull & 
sickly Encampmt the Bane of New England men would 
probably have surmounted all opposition, and by the Bless- 
ing of Heaven had desir’d success. 

This Conncil of War desire the General will transmit 
these minutes to the several Goverments who have Troops 
on this Expedition. 

PeTeR WRaxaLi Secry P. Lyman. 

The Council gave it as their Opinion the 18 Pers now at 
Albany should not be immediately sent up but remain for 
further orders. 

PeTeR WraxaLit Secry 

A true Copy from the Original Minutes 

. Examined by me PeTteR WRAxXALL Secry 
Copy examind 
@ THos CLrarke Dpty Secry 


ROBERT ROGERS’ JOURNAL. 


A Journal of the New Hampshire Scout of Three Men, 
sent from Lake George, to reconoitre Fort Frederick or 
Crown Point Fort the New Works & Army there. 

Set forward in a Battoe from the Encampment the 14th 
Septt at about 25 Miles Distance down the Lake, landed 
about day light, took the Battoe & hid it, left two Men of 
Connecticut Forces there, to watch the Battoe and Provisions 
till our Return. Saw that Morning sundry Indian Canoes 
passing in the lower Part of the Lake; Went forward 
towards Crown Point. 

The r7th day at Evening, discovered the Wheat Fields 
& four Houses, about 2 Miles Southerly from Crown Point 
Fort. Inthe Night went to the Intrenchment made from 
the Fort encompassing a little Hill, the Trenches not finish- 
ed, but reaches about 30 Rods from the Fort; we» Intrenchmt 
begins at the South West Corner of the Fort, and tends 
Southwesterly about two Rods Wide at the Fort, and widens 
to about 15 at the other End. 
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Went into the Trench, and spent the Night for Dis- 
covery in and about there ’till Morning, & then retired toa 
Mountain about a Mile West from the Fort, where there 
was a clear View of all the Fott & Appurtenances, And 
saw an Addition to the Fort from the North West Corner 
about 25 Rods, which reached to the Water Side, inclosing 
some Buildings many Tents sent in it. 

A Windmill about 60 Rods South of the Fort, in which 
Spacemany Tents were up; had a clear Discovery of the 
Fort & Appurtenances. The Soldiery were mustered and 
exercisied, The whole of French & Indians we judged were 
near upon 5 or 600. 

Their People some few were at Work at the Intrench- 
ments, seemed unconcerned hunting Pidgeons &c all round 
in the Woods, some of which came within about 15 Rods of 
the Scout. We came off the Hill at Night. 

The 19th set homeward, travelled to the Lake about 6 
Miles from Ticondaraga. 

2oth Set up to the Lake, to where we left the Battoe, 
found that, & two Men (we left) were gone, And we set 
homeward. 

The 234 late at Night arrived at the great Camp. 

The Land is rough and mountainous from the lower 
End of the Lake to Crown Point. The Distance about 20 
Miles, And we apprehend impracticable to get a passable 
Road there, (for Cannon) Which is the General Account of 
the Discoveries we have made, and is humbly submitted by. 

Your Honours 
Most Dutiful & Obedient Servant. 
RoserT RODGERS 

24th Sept? 1755 

To the Honble Joseph Blanchard Esqr Cole of the New 
Hampshire Regiment in the Expedition agst Crown Point. 

May it please your Honour, 

The foregoing is a Report of Capt» Robert Rodgers, 
under your Direction, sent with a Party to Crown Point, to 
reconoitre that Fort; Which is humbly offered by your 

most Humble Servant. 
Jos—EPpH BLANCHARD, 
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Lake George 24th Septt 1755. 

To the Honble General Johnson. 

A true Copy from the Original Examined by me 

Peter Wraxatt Secry to Gen! Johnson, 

Copy Attest THos CLarKe Dpty Secry 

A Journal of the Newhampshire Scout of 5 Men, sent 
from the Encampment at Lake George to reconoitre the 
Encampment of the French and Indians at Ticondaroga. 

Sept 27th P. M: set forward in a Birch Canoe, past that 
night sundry Indians fires, (their Spies) by the side of the 
Lake, put ashore about 7 Miles from the Carrying Place, 
left three with the Canoe, two went forward. 

Early on the 28th about two in the Morning came in 
View of an Encampment at the Lower End of the Lake at 
the Carrying place, of about 1000 French & Indians, we 
crawl’d thro’ the Guards to within about 30 or 40 Rods of 
the Encampment. 

There was no Fort nor Artillery there, we retired and 
went about one Mile and a half further, and discovered their 
‘grand Encampment; Crept thro’ their Guards to within 
about 60 Rods found a Fort building There, discovered a 
Number of Canon mounted there We had a convenient 
situation for a view, which we kept till towards Night, and 
by the appearance of the Tents and Troops, French & 
Indians we judged likely to be about 3000. 

Their situation commands the Passage at the Carrying 
Place, & (we tho’t) the Passage down Champlain from Wood 
Creek & Crown Point. 

Next day the z9t return’d to our Canoe, and found a 
large Indian Canoe had pass’d up the Lake with one French- 
man and nine Indians, who on their return we way laid on 
a Point of the Lake; They came in reach of our small Arms, 
at whom we fired about 4o Guns, disenabled & kill’d 6 of 
them, and chased the remain¢ four, but at their Shreeks, 3 
Indian Canoes came to their relief, which prevented our 
bringing them in. 

Returned to our Camp that Night, which is the General 
Information we are able to give, it is humbly submitted by 

Yours Honours, 
Most Obedient humble Servant , 
RogBerT RODGERS 
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Septr 29th 1755 

To the Honble Joseph Blanchard Esqr Cole of the New- 
hampshire Regt in the Expedit against Crown-Point 

May it Please your Honour ‘ 

The foregoing is a report of Capt Robert Rodgers, 
under your Direction sent with a party to Ticonderoga to 
reconoitre that part, which is humbly offered by 

Your Honours most humble Sevant 
JOsEPpH BLANCHARD 

Lake George 29th Septt 1755. 
To the Hontle General Johnson 

A true Copy from the Original 

Examined by me 
PETER WRAXALD Secry to Gen! Johnson. 

Copy Attest Too’ Crarxe Dpty Secry 


WILLIAM JOHNSON TO SPENCER PHIPS. 


Camp at Lake Georce 22 October 1755 
Sir 

My last to Your Honour was the 13 Instant to be 
deliver’d or forwarded by Cononel Ruggles. 

Since which I am favoured with Yours of the 29 Sept 
and 6 Inst the former by Col. Gridly, who arrived here a 
few days ago. he seems to deserve the Character You give 
him, and if all the Officers of his Rank in this Army were 
equal to him I should have thought my self verry happy in 
my Station and have flattered my self with Prospects 
equivalent to the hopes and expectations of the Govern- 
ments. I propose Col. Gridley to Command at Fort Edward 
and inspect the finishing the Works there, ; 

Your favour of the 6 Inst with the papers therein, I laid 
before a Council of War the Copy of whose Minutes I trans- 
mit you herewith. A few days ago five french Deserters 
fell in with & surrendered themselves to a Guard of ours 
Marching to Fort Edward I sent for the most Intelligent 
of them and Examined him. he said they were of the 
Advanced Guard 5 or 6 Miles on this Side the Carrying 
Place. that between 70 and 80 Men were kept there, and 
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between 4 and 500 at Ticonderogo. the rest of the Army 
at Crown Point. This Account so strangely contradicts the 
repeated Accounts from our own Scouts, that the Council 
of War posponed giving any Opinion on my Proposal till we 
got further Intelligence. Capt Rogers and two other Officers 
with a Scout were then out for Crown Point I sent the next 
Morning a Capt a Lieut and 5 picked Men with written In- 
structions to take the nearest and most exact View they 
possibly could of the posture of the Enemy at Ticonderogo 
and their advanced Post. When they return I shall pro- 
bably renew my proposal to the Council of War. the Bat- 
toes are turned up and drying for Caulking. 

I inclose Your Honour the Minutes of a Council of War 
I summoned the 20Inst I cannot possibly without delaying 
the Express who waits to return to Col. Partridge transmit 
Copies of these Minutes to the Governours of New Hamp- 
shire and Rhode Island I must therefore beg Your Honour 
will order them to be Copied and sent. 

Capt Rogers and 2 other Officers returned last night 
from Crown Point, they Scalped a French Man who would 
not surrender in sight of the Fort. the Hill near the Fort 
is they say fortified. They had a View of Ticonderogo in 
their return and of the Advanced Post. they Assert that to 
their best Judgments there were at least 2000 Men at the 
former and rooo at the latter. 

Our Sick and unfit for duty increase, the Weather Cold 
and Wet which I am afraid will increase their Number. We 
have not more than 4 days Bread at present in Camp. the 
Roads almost impassable, the River not fordible. I have 
ordered Parties to mend the Road clear from Albany hither, 
but I fear the nature of them is such as will elude Art if 
much Rain comes. I dread the Consequence and our Fort 
goes on Slowly. 

I am sir Your Honours 
Most Obedt servt 
W™" JOHNSON 
I inclose this open to Col. Partridge to seal and forward. 
To the Honourable Governour Puipps 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary Thomas Robinson writes from Whitehall, 
November 3, 1755, to the Goverpor and Company of Con- 
necticut, that as appears by the memorial of Mons. d’Abreu, 
the Spanish Minister, which is inclosed, the proprietors of 
the St. Joseph and St. Helena claim that nearly the whole 
of the money and part of the effects are still detained in 
Connecticut; that the King, as he has already ordered, ex- 
pects the most entire restitution of the cargo, and has now 
directed another ship of war to New London to take on 
board the remainder of the Spanish effects. Collections, 


Ne 


JOSEPH ANTONIO D’ABREU’S NOTE. 


Il est connu qu ’en Consequence de l’injuste Procedé 
des Magistrats de la Nouvelle Londres envers le Paquebot 
Espagnol St Joseph & Ste Helena, le Ministere d’Angleterre 
envoya @ la Solicitation de Monst d’Abreu des ordres les 
plus precis pour que le dit Paquebot & sa Cargaison fussent 
restitués aux Proprietaires; & que le Capitaine Whitwell 
y ayant passé avec le Vaisseau de Guerre le Triton, pour 
executer les dits Ordres, on vint A bout de recouvrer une 
gTande Partie de la Cargaison. 

Les Proprietaires Espagnols ont fait depuis des nou- 
velles Instances 4 la Cour de Madrid, se plaignant dece que 
les Magistrats de la Nouvelle Londres ont encore retenus 
quelques Effets, & presque tout l’Argent qui se trouvoit 4 
bord du dit Paquebot, priant S. M. C. d’ordonner & Monst 
d’Abreu de repeter ses Solicitations 4 ce Sujet auprés de 
S. M. B., & les Papiers justificatifs qu’ils ont presenté ne 
laissant pas le moindre Doute de la Justice de Leur Instance, 
S. E. Monst Le Chevalier Robinson est prié de vouloir bien 
ordonner de nouveau, que les dits Effets & Argent soient 
restitués aux Proprietaires avec la plus exacte Integrité 
[Indorsed] Spanish Memorial Note remise par M. d’Abreu 

le 27° Octte 1755. Recd Febry 1756 
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JOSEPH ANTONIO D’ABREU’S NOTE. 


Copy 

It is known that in consequence of the unjust Proceed- 
ing of the Magistrates of New London towards the Spanish 
Paquet-Boat the St Joseph & Sta Helena, the British Ministry, 
sent at the request of Mor d’Abreu, the most precise Orders, 
for the restoring the said Paquet-Boat, and her Cargo to the 
Proprietors, and that Capt Whitwell of the Triton Man of 
War, having called there to see these Orders executed, they 
succeeded in the recovery of great part of the Cargo. 

The Spanish Proprietors have since made fresh In- 
stances at the Court of Madrid, complaining that the Magis- 
trates of New London have still detained some Effects, & 
almost all the Money that was on Board the said Paquet- 
Boat, desiring His Catholick Majesty to send Orders to Mort 
d’Abreu, to renew his Sollicitations on this Head, with His 
Britanick Majesty; and as the Proofs they have given, in the 
Papers that have been delivered, leave not the least doubt of 
the Justice of their Request, His Excellency Sir Thomas 
Robinson is desired to send fresh Orders, to the end that 
the Effects & Money may. be restored to the Proprietors 
with the strictest Integrity. 

[Indorsed] Translation of the Note delivered by Mord’Abreu 

the 27 Oct' 1755. Recd 218t March 1758 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Boston 4 Nov 1755 

S7 

I rect your favour of 29 Octot with the Vote of your 
Assembly appointing two Gentlemen of your Government 
to repair to New York & in conjunction with Coms from the 
other Govt to consult with his Excelly Govt Shirley upon 
measures for the common Safety. I have caused these to 
be copied & transmitted to Govt Wentworth. I had some 
time since recommended the same thing to the General 
Assembly here but both Houses signified by their several 
Messages to me their utter disinclination to these Measures: 
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However upon receipt of your Honours Letter I again sent 
a Message to the two Houses recommending the thing to 
them, & informing them what your Government had done, 
and they have again declined the Proposal: but have deter- 
mined to send some Gentlemen to Albany to forward if 
possible the Army in proceeding upon the Expedition: and 
as they are in hopes the other Governments concernd will 
join with them herein I now send your Honour a Copy of 
the report of a Committee accepted by the Court; which 
will shew you their Apprehensions concerning this Affair, 
and I hope we shall have your concurrence in this measure. 
I am with great Respect 
Sir Your Honours most 
Obedient and most hum. Servt 
S PHIPS 
The Honle Tuo’ Fircu Esqr 


JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[John Pownall, Secretary of the Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations, writes from Whitehall, November 
4, 1755, to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, that 
vessels have been provided for carrying on a regular monthly 
correspondence with the American colonies; that the first 
will be dispatched on the fifteenth to go between Falmouth 
and New York, where it will remain twenty days, and that 
the Commissioners desire to be informed by every packet of 
all public occurrences in the Colony. Collections, I, 274. ] 


/ 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley of Massachusetts writes 
from Albany, November 7, 1755, to Governor Thomas Fitch 
that he desires a Congress of as many governors as can 
conveniently meet together in New York on the 2oth of the 
month to advise upon a plan of operations for the next year, 
and will be very glad of his Excellency’s presence and 
assistance, and he incloses a vote of the government of 
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Massachusetts relative to promoting the expedition against 
Crown Point. New Hampshire Provincial Papers, V1, 445.*] 


THOMAS FITCH TO BENNING WENTWORTH. 
Norwa.k roth Novt 1755. 
Sir— 

Upon the desire of the General Assembly of this Colo- 
ny, I am to acquaint your Excy that this Govt has made 
ample provision to draw in and sink the small remainder of 
the out standing Bills of Credit on this Colony, comonly 
called old tenor Bills & that by virtue of an act lately passed 
the Bills of Credit on the Govts of New Hampt & Rhode 
Island are not in any manner to be contracted for or have 
any currency after the first Day of Novr next so that the 
contracts made and accts kept after that Time in this Colo- 
ny are to be in Lawfull money; That as these} are in the 
hands of the Inhabitants of this Colony a considerable sum 
of the Bills of Credit on your Govmt the Period for the 
Payment of which tis supposed & I apprehend must from 
the Date of their Emission be past, & that as our having 
those bills among us at a time when we are going into the 
use of a medium of Trade different in Value Denominations 
& Stability will be attended with great Inconveniences. 

You will be pleased on this occasion so Interesting to 
this Colony & wherein public justice & honour are concern- 
ed to permit me to request your Excy to Lay this affair 
before your assembly for their consideration & to signify 
to them that we cannot doubt but that as the time for Call- 
ing in and Discharging those Bills is past, & considering 





*No actual evidence is found that a letter of this tenor was sent to Governor 
Fitch; but the letter to Governor Benning Wentworth, of which the above is an 
abstract, is evidently a circular letter. The General Assembly of Connecticut had, 
a few days previous to the date of this letter, appointed Ebenezer Silliman and 
Jonathan Trumble as commissioners of the Colony, and had desired Governor 
Fitch and the two commissioners to meet with Major-General William Shirley and 
such governors and commissioners as may be present from other colonies at New 
York on November 15, or such other time as they shall meet to consider proper 
measures to be taken for the good of his Majesty’s service, 


+? there. 
12 
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the many Inconveniences which will attend their lying in 
the hands of the Possessors among us & the losses & public 
Injustice that will thereby happen: your assembly will take 
some effectual Care and make some just and Equitable 
Provision for Drawing in & discharging those Bills or if 
that be already done make some Public Declaration for the 
information of those concerned—in Distant places—if proper 
and just measures for these purposes are come into by the 
respective Govermts which have bills out standing it will I 
apprehend be a means to prevent Disputes and Difficulties 
that might otherwise happen to arise between them & Cul- 
tivate & improve the Affection & Good Harmony now sub- 
sisting which we desire may be rendered yet more and more 
firm: I presume it would be unnecessary if not a Reflection 
on the Honour & Justice of your Legislature to offer Argu- 
ments or Reasons on this Occasion or even to suppose it 
necessary to perswade the Govt in so clear a point I per- 
swade myself your Excy will view these matters in the 
Light I Do & from your known Zeal to promote His Majes- 
ty’s service can make no Doubt of your Influence in so 
Equitable a measure for the comon good of His Majestys 
subjects in these Govts 
I am sir 
with great respect your Excys 
Mt Hble & Mt obt servt 
THOS. FITCH 


THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was directed by the General 
Assembly to write to the governors of New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island, announcing that Connecticut had made pro- 
vision for drawing in her old tenor bills, and desiring those 
colonies to make provision for sinking their bills now past 
due, many of which were current in Connecticut. Doubt- 
less the letter to Governor Stephen Hopkins was similar, if 
not identical with the one of November ro, 1755, to Gover- 
nor Benning Wentworth printed next preceding. See 
Colonial Records, X. 423. | 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[In a letter from Whitehall, November 11, 1755, 9ec- 
retary Thomas Robinson addresses the Governor and Com- 
pany of Connecticut expressing the King’s appreciation of 
the Colony’s zeal and spirit in the French war, directing 
that this letter be communicated to the Assembly, and 
acquainting them that he will communicate their meritori- 
ous conduct to Parliament, and will recommend that such 
assistance be granted them as will enable them to pursue 
the work they have undertaken. Collections, I, ars. | 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Secretary Thomas Robinson writes under date of 
Whitehall November 11, 1755, to Governor Thomas Fitch, 
that in response to the Colony’s Address of August 1, ‘his 
Majesty has ordered ten thousand stands of arms with 
accoutrements and ammunition to be sent to Boston, to be 
delivered to such persons as his Commander in Chief in 
North America shall think fit. Collections, 1, 276. | 


HENRY FOX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
WHITEHALL November 14t® 1755 
Gentlemen 
His Majesty having been graciously pleased, on the 
resignation of Sir Thomas Robinson, to honour me with 
the Office of his Principal Secretary of State for the South- 
ern Department; I am to Desire that you will for the future 
address your Letters to me which you may be assured I 
shall punctually and regularly lay before the King, and 
transmit to you such Instructions and Orders, as his Majesty 
may think proper to give for your Guidance and Direction. 
I am Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient 
humble Servant 
H FOX 
Govt & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] rec4 4th February 1756 
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JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 
WHITEHALL Novt 14 1755 

Gentlemen 

Inclosed I send you a Duplicate of my Letter to you of 
the 4th Instant by order of the Lords Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations acquainting you with the Establish- 
ment of Packets for carrying on a monthly correspondence 
between this Kingdom and His Majestys Dominions in 
America; and I have their Lordships further Directions to 
Desire that you will give all possible Countenance and 
Assistance to the Captains of these Packet Boats in what- 
ever occasion they may have and to all other persons Em- 
ployed under the Post Master General in Carrying on these 
Branches of National Correspondence, upon which the pub- 
lic Service so much Depends. 

: I am Gentlemen 
Your most obedient and 
most humble Servant 
JOHN POWNALL Secretary 

Govt & Compe of the Colony of Connecticut. 

[Indorsed] rec¢ 4th February 1756 


ROBERT SLOAN TO THOMAS FITCH. 
New Lonpon November 14th 1755 

Honble Sr 

I have not been in Town since the Arrival of his 
Majesty’s Ship Tryton, till last Tuesday Evening, Am Sorry 
to hear that the Capt has met with some Small afronts, the 
occa ‘ion of which I have not had time to be enform4 of, Am 
of Oppinion he should be treated with due Respect which 
will greatly lend to the Credit of the Government, its much 
better for our Interest then if the Spanish Merchant had 
Gone from here without the Kings Shipp coming; for if 
proper pains be taken to render a Just and true State of the 
proceedings Relateing the Spanish Snow and Cargo (and 
Conduct of the Supper Cargo) Since Her Arrivall in this 
Port, it will greatly Remove the false Representations and 
Ignomeny that has been Cast on the Government, which to 
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promot and Set in a clear light as farr as I am Capable shall 
be the Earnest Endeavours of 
St Your Honors 
Most Humble Servant 
ROBT SLOAN 

PS I hope I shall be Saved the Troble of disposing of 
the Spanish Goods in my Custody. 
[Superscribed] To The Honble Tuo’ Fircu Esqt Governor 

of His Majestys Colony of Connecticutt In Norwalk 
[Indorsed] From Mr Robert Sloan 14th Novembr 1754 


THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. 
Norwa tx 15th Novr 1755. 

Sir 

The Assembly of this Colony on receiveing the Minutes 
of the Council of War held at Lake George on the zoth and 
21st last Month with General Johnsons Letter of the 224 and 
other Intelligence from the Army Conceived all Hopes of 
the Expedition’s proceeding further this Fall was given up, 
and tho’ the Assembly were willing to do Every thing pos- 
sible to forward the Service in Carrying on the Design to 
some more Advanced and Advantagious Station yet Could 
see no Room to Expect it, and apprehending that all 
attempts for that purpose would be Labour in Vain sent 
Directions for Dismissing as Many of our Troops as might 
be Safely Spared from the Remaining Service these orders 
were Dispatched on the first Instant and were then appre- 
hended to be the most prudent Measures that could be 
taken. Soon after this I Received your Honrs Letter of the 
29 Octor, with the inclosed Copy of a Report of the Com- 
mittee Respecting the Expediency of the Expedition’s going 
forward and the Steps taken by Your Assembly in Conse- 
quence of it also a Copy of Your Letter to the General 
Directing him not to Dismiss any of the Troops till further 
Order, which I Laid before the Assembly who according to 
the Desire of your Assembly Appointed a Committee to 
Repair to Albany to confer with your Committee and such 
as might be there from the other Governments, concerning 
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the Expediency of proceeding &c. and were directed that in 
Case the Difficulties which then Appeared could be removed 
or surmounted and the Officers,agreed to proceed and it 
should appear prudent then they were to do every thing on 
the Part of this Colony to promote the Design Altho our 
Assembly could not see any Encouraging Prospect of the 
Armys going on yet they would by No means do any thing 
to prevent but Every thing in Conjunction with Your Gov- 
ernment to promote it. These latter Measures were come 
into so soon after the other orders that I presume the Com- 
mittee might arrive in Season to Confer with your Committee 
and if they found it best prevent the Dismission Of any of 
the Troops before proposed to be Dismissed Especially as I 
Suppose your Orders not to Dismiss arrived at the Camp 
before mine Indeed Making a Stand at the Lake was very 
Discourageing to us and nothing but Necessity could have 
induced us to submit to it I have also since my Return 
from the Assembly Receved your Letter of the 4 instant 
with the inclosed Copies and beg Leave to acquaint Your 
Honour that our Appointing Commissioners to Meet at New 
York was not done under Consideration of Suspending the 
the further progress of the Army this Year. Whether the 
Expedition proceeds further or not it is Judged Expedient 
that the Governments cousult and confer upon what has 
been done as well as on future Measures for the Defence of 
the Country I tho’t it proper to give this Hint as it seems to 
me the Intention of our Assembly was not fully understood, 
appointing Commissioners and exerting our selves in carry- 
ing on the Service as far as possible this year are in our 
Opinions Consistant, I can’t but hope we shall be favoured 
with the Assistance of Commissioners from your Govern- 
ment. 
I am Sir with great Respects 
Yours Honts most Humble and 
most Obedient Servant 
tata? ee Cry 
The Honble Lt Govt Puips 
[Indorsed] Norwalk Novemr 15 1755 Letter from Govt Fitch 
to Lieut Govt Phips 
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RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO HENRY FOX. 


To Henry Fox Esgr 

I having on the rs5th Instt rect a Letter of 26th Sept 
from Govt Fitch* of the Colony of Connecticutt in N. E. of 
which I thought it my Duty to send thee a Copy which is 
here inclosed, to demonstrate with what Readiness and 
Alacrity that Colony hath exerted itself, in raising and 
sending a Reinforcement of Men to Major Gen! Johnson on 
the Expedition against Crown Point, &c@ 

And Yesterday I rec4 a Letter from one of the Assem- 
bly of Pennsylvaniat of the 7th of Octt wherein he advises 
me jn these Words Vizt ‘‘The Account of Gen! Johnsons 
Progress must get to Hand before this; we now daily ex- 
pect to hear of his Attack upon Crown Point, where it is 
thought he will be likely to meet no small Opposition, tho’ 
his late Success may Contribute to render it less so.” And 
further the said Gentleman writes thus ‘‘We do not hear of 
any Disturbances on our Frontiers from the Enemy and 
every Thing. hath been much more Pacific than we could 
have expected; the Virginians and Marylanders, suffered 
from the Indians, but nothing of that Kind, hath happened 
in our Province.” 

The Orignals of the above Letters I have ready to Pro- 
duce if there should be occasion. From 

Thy Friend 
RICH? PARTRIDGE 
Agent for the Colony of Connecticutt 

Mason’s Court in Brick Lane Spittlefields Novt 18th 1755. 
[Indorsed] Novt 18th 1755. Mr Partridge, Agent for Con- 

necticut. 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley wrote from New York on 
December 30, 1755, to Governor Thomas Fitch regarding 
the plan for the next years campaign against the French, 


*See ante. 
+Perhaps Benjamin Franklin, with whom Partridge appears to have corre- 
sponded. 
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inclosing the Minutes of a Council of War held at New 
York a few days before, and the proportions of 10,000 
troops to be raised by each colony according to the plan 
agreed upon by commissioners’ at a recent meeting in 
Albany. He urges vigorous action by the colony and the 
carrying out of the plans as formulated; remarks upon the 
uncertainty of action by Virginia, Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, and says that if these colonies do not contribute their 
quotas of men it will be necessary for the other colonies to 
augment their own quotas. He also states that 6000 are 
needed for the expedition upon Lake Ontario; while the 
two British regiments, the New Jersey regiment and com- 
panies posted at New York amount only to 4900 men avail- 
able for that purpose; also that the three regiments posted 
in Nova Scotia are needed there. Mew Hampshire Provin- 
ctal Papers, VI. 460; Colonial Records, X. 448,458. | 


TROOPS PROPOSED FROM EACH COLONY. 


Proportions of the 10,ooo men propos’d for the Crown 
Point Expedition, according to the Plan settled by the 
Commissioners at Albany. 





Maryland 1000 
Virginia 1750 
Pensilvania 1500 
New Jerseys 750 
New York 1000 
Rhode Island 500 
Connecticut 1250 
New Hampshire 500 
Massachusetts 1750 

10,000 


MINUTES OF COUNCIL OF WAR. 

At a Council of War held by his Excellency William Shirley 
Esq. General and Commander-in-chief of all his Majes- 
ty’s forces in North America, at New York on Friday 
y® rath day of December 1755, 
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Present 


His Excellency William Shirley, Esq. General, etc. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Hardy, Knight, Governor and 
commander in chief of the Province of New York. 
The Hontle Horatio Sharpe, Lieut. Govt. & Command in- 
chief of the Province of Maryland. 
The Honble Robt. Hunter Morris, Lieut. Govt. and Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Province of Pensilvania. 
The Honble Thomas Fitch, Governor and Commander-in- 
chief of the Colony of Connecticut. 
Col. Thomas Dunbar 
Major Charles Craven 
Sir John St. Clair, Deputy Quarter Master Genl. 
Major James Kennier 
Major John Rutherford 
The General’s Commission being read together with 
part of a Letter to him, Dated the 28th of last August from 
the Right Honble Sir Thomas Robinson, one of his Majes- 
ty’s Principal Secretaries of State, and part of his Majesty’s 
Seventh Instruction to the late General Braddock, several 
points of Rank which were moved by some of the members 
of the Council were settled. After which his Excellency 
adjourned the Council to the next day at nine o ‘clock in the 
forenoon. 
Saturday December 13h 1755, 


The Council met according to adjournment. 

Present as before—together with Col. Peter Schuyler. 
His Excellency acquainted the Council that he had convened 
them to give their opinion and advice upon a plan of opera- 
tions which he proposes for the next year’s campaigne. In 
order to effect the several services he is directed by his 
Majesty’s Instruction to carry into execution; that in order 
to inform them fully of the state of those services, it was 
necessary for him to acquaint them, that in his Majesty’s 
said Instruction it is Declared: 

1st That Whereas the French would in all probability 
endeavour to reinforce the several Posts they have on the 
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Ohio River and on the Lakes to the westward of it, by send- 
ing Troops up the River Mississippi, it was his Royal will 
& pleasure, that as the season would allow the Troops to 
take the Field much sooner in the Southern Parts than in 
any other parts of his Colonys, the late General Braddock 
should begin his operations there as soon as the weather 
would permit; and was therefore Ordered to direct the 
Troops under his command to be carried up the River 
-Potomack, as high as Wills’s Creek, in order to proceed to 
Fort Du Quesne. 

24, That as soon as the late General should have been 
able to drive the French from their Posts upon the Ohio he 
should take proper measures for errecting a good sufficient 
Fort on the most convenient pass upon the said River, and 
to leave as strong Garrison consisting of the three Inde- 
pendent Companies then in Virginia, sustained by such a 
part or the whole of the Provincial Troops as he shall find 
necessary, to defend the same, and to protect the Indians in 
those parts as well as the settlements which had been broke 
up. 

3° That the next service which his Majesty directs 
and declares to be of the greatest Importance and therefore 
to demand the upmost care and attention, is the dislodging 
the French from the Fort they have at the falls and passes 
of the Niagara and the erecting such a fort there as shall for 
the future make his Majesty’s subjects masters of the Lake 
Ontario, and that if for this purpose the said late General 
Braddock should think it necessary to have ships upon the 
said Lake Ontario, he should concert with the Commander- 
in-chief of his Majesty’s ships and the Governors of New 
England and New York the manner and means of building 
and manning such Vessels as shall be most proper for that 
service. 

4" That it is in the said Instructions declared to be 
his Majesty’s further will and pleasure, that in order to 
accelerate the Execution of so salutary an undertaking, the 
said General Braddock should, in case the Regiments in- 
tended to be Raised by Governor Shirley & Sir William 
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Pepperell should be ready to act, before the French could 
be drove from their posts on the Ohio, to employ the said 
two Regiments in the immediate Reduction of Niagara & 
Crown Point. 

5» That in case the said two Regiments of Shirley’s 
and Pepperell’s should not be raised & ready to act till the 
time that the service on the Ohio shall be finished, it is de- 
clared to be his Majesty’s will and pleasure that if then the 
said General Braddock shall find it necessary to march his 
whole force to make himself master of the Posts before 
mentioned at Niagara, he should take the most prudent 
means of joining his said force with the British Batalions to 
effect that most essential and necessary service. 

6th That if the said General Braddock should find that 
the two British Regiments would be sufficient for perform- 
ing the service at Niagara, he might then employ the two 
American Regiments at the same time in dispossessing the 
French from their Posts at Crown Point on the Lake Cham- 
plain, which was the next point he was to endeavour to 
gain. But that no positive Instructions could be given him 
on this head, as he could only judge thereafter whether 
such a separate operation could be undertaken at the same 
time that he was making himself master of that most 
material one at Niagara, however that after he should have 
possessed himself of the Niagara forts and should have 
opened a safe communication betwixt that & Oswego it was 
his Majesty’s Will and Pleasure, that the next service upon 
which he should proceed, should be — 

7 The Reduction of the Fort at Crown Point, & 
errecting another upon the Lake Champlain in snch place, 
as he should find most effectual for bridling the French 
Indians in those parts and for securing and protecting the 
neighboring Colonies. 

His Excellency thereupon observed to the Council that 
the reason assigned in his Majesty’s Instructions for order- 
ing General Braddock to begin his operations upon the Ohio, 
seems to principally founded on some information which had 
been given that the support of the French forts and settle- 
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ments upon the River is drawn from their settlements upon 
the Mississippi. 

His Excellency the General then acquainted the Coun- 
cil that none of the attempts made for effecting the before 
mentioned services in the last Summer had been carried 
into execution, but that these several before mentioned 
parts of the expedition ordered by his Majesty remained to 
be executed in the ensuing spring. 

His Excellency then observed to the Council that the 
only practicable entrance which his Majesty’s subjects have 
into the lake Ontario is at Oswego thro’ the river Onondaga, 
which is the only harbour fit to receive vessels of any force 
that his Majesty hath upon the Lake and that Oswego is 
situated in the country of the Onondagas, which lies in the 
middle of that inhabited by the Six Nations, and is the 
only trading House the English have for carrying on a 
commerce and correspondance with the western Indians. 

That the only practible Entrance wet the French have 
into the same Lake, is thro’ the River by them at first called 
the River Iroquois, but in some of their late Maps the River 
St. Lawrence & near Fort Frontence,* which is situated on 
the North East Edge of that Lake at about 50 miles distance 
from and nearly opposite to Oswego; that whilst the French 
are in possession of that Fort and the harbour with a free 
passage into the Lake thro’ the river Iroquois together with 
their harbour at Tronto on the Lake, they will have it in 
their power to build and maintain Vessels of force upon 
the lake which unless his Majesty shall keep up at least an 
equal Naval force there may not only greatly anoy any fort 
which should be erected by his Majesty’s subjects at the 
North East end of the pass at Niagara but endanger the 
loss of Oswego itself to the French which would inevitably 
be attended with the defection of the several Castles of the 
Indians of the Six Nations to the French interest in a short 
time, and with the loss of the whole country as far as Ske- 
nactady and very possible be soon followed with the loss of 
the Citty of Albany. 





* Probably Frontenac. 
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That from the best informations he can procure it 
appears to him that the French forts and settlement at 
Niagara upon Lake Erie and the Ohio, and even as far as 
Missilimackinac upon the lake Huron, are wholly supported 
with stores & provisions from Montreal by water carriage 
thro’ the river Iroquois, and across the Lake Ontario; And 
not from the French settlements up on the Mississippi, 
which being at near the distance of 2000 miles from any of 
them, are too remote to afford them any support especially 
as the navigation from thence to the French settlements on 
the Ohio is against the stream and attended with other Dif- 
ficulties in many places. 

That consequently the Dislodging the French from 
Fort Frontenac and their small Fort at Tronto,+ and barr- 
ing up their entrance into lake Ontario thro’ the river Iro- 
quois, would cut off all their forts and settlements upon 
that and the other lakes and the river Ohio, from all support 
from Canada, without which they could not possibly long 
subsist. 

That therefore his Excellency proposes the following 
plan of operations for the following year, viz. 

That a body of 5000 Troops should be assemblyed at 
Oswego by the last week in April, and Fort Frontenac and 
Lagallette upon the river Oswegatie, attacked with 4000 of 
them in the beginning of May, leaving 1000 at Oswego for 
the protection of that place. 

That after dislodging the French troops at Cataraqui 
and Lagallette they should be employed in taking the 
French Forts and settlements at Niagara, Presqu’ Isle, the 
River Au Beoeuf, the Detroit & Missilimackinac, And so 
secure the several ports there; That 3000 Troops should at 
the same time be march’d to Fort Duquesne by Land from 
Wills’s Creek to attack that Fort. 

That Crown Point should be at the same time attacked 
with 6000 Troops, a fort afterwards built on Lake Cham- 
plain, and one or more vessels of force to Navigate that 
Lake, and in order to divide the force of Canada more 


+ Now called Toronto. 
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effectually, after breaking up all French settlements upon 
the River Chaudiere, with 2000 Troops about the same time 
to make a faint with them against Quebec, at the mouth of 
the s¢ River, which is within three miles distance of that 
Metropolis situate on the oposite side of the River St. Law- 
rence, 

His Excellency then desired the opinion and advice of 
the Council upon every part of the proposed plan and par- 
ticularly whether the number of Troops proposed for carry- 
ing every part of the said Expedition into execution at one 
& the same time was sufficient, or whether any less or 
greater, and what number might be sufficient to do it. 

His Excellency then observed to the Council that if the 
before mentioned attempts for the reduction of the French 
Forts and settlements upon the Lakes & Ohio and Crown 
Point should not be made at the same time, but one of them 
only carryed on at a time, these dangers would ensue, viz. 
If an attempt should be made on the Lake Ontario for the 
reduction of the Forts at Cataraqui and Niagara, &c. with- 
out any against Crown Point, the French would either lend 
the chief part of the whole force of Kanada to oppose it, in 
which case so large a Body of troops would be required to 
encounter it there, as would make the transportation of 
them and their stores and provisions to Oswego in time 
almost impractible, or else the French would muster so 
strong a force against Albany as might take it, & by that 
means likewise cutt off all communication betwixt that and 
Oswego, which must receive their whole support of stores 
and provisions from thence. 

On the other hand, if any attempt should be made for 
the Reduction of Crown Point only and not against Catara- 
qui & Niagara &c. at the same time, Oswego, which from 
intelligence gained at that place appears to be the great 
object of the French, would be in danger of being lost to 
them in case they should bend their principal force against 
it; which loss would be an irretrievable one to the English, 
as it would not only be the loss of the country as far as 
Albany, together with the Six Nations, but give the French 
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the Dominion of the Great Lakes and the whole southern 
country, 

His Excellency then acquainted the Council that im- 
mediately before his departure from Oswego as well as since 
he had received intelligence that the French are building at 
least three large vessels of force in the harbour of Cataraqui, 
which together with those they had already built, will be 
much superiour to those built by us on the lake; whereupon 
he likewise desires the opinion and advice of the Council 
concerning his causing more vessels to be built and of a 
larger force upon the Lake than what his Majesty hath there 
already, and how many such vessels it is necessary to have 
built for gaining the mastery of that Lake. 

The Council after taking these several matters into con- 
sideration gave it as their unanimous opinion: 

rst That it is most essentially necessary at all events 
to secure the Navigation of the Lake Ontario, and from the 
intelligence the General has informed them he has already 
received of vessels building by the enemy at Fort Frontenac, 
that at least three vessels be immediately built at Oswego of 
as large a size & force as the depth of the water at the 
Entrance of the Harbour of Oswego will admit, and that on 
any future intelligence of the enemy’s encreasing their naval 
force, that the General should build such and so many more 
vessels as he finds necessary for securing the mastery of 
that Lake. 

24 That one expedition be carried on against Crown 
Point and another against the French settlements and en- 
croachments on Lake Ontario, and that both armies rende- 
voze at their respective places of destination, as soon as 
possible in the Spring. 

372 That an army of ten thousand men will be necessary 
for the expedition against Crown Point. 

4th That an army of six thousand men at least will be 
necessary for the expedition against the French encroach- 
ments on the lake Ontario, &c. 

5th That as to the attempt proposed to be made upon 
Fort Duquesne, they are unanimously of opinion, that such 
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a measure would answer very good purposes by availing the 
English forces of the assistance of that part of the Southern 
Indians which are still in alliance with them and preventing 
those in alliance with the Frenck from opposing our opera- 
tions to the Northward, and therefore advise the General to 
recommend it to the western governments to undertake an 
attempt upon that Fortress and to do it in such manner as 
will not in the least interfere with the Expedition already 
agreed on. 

6th That as to the faint of 2000 men against Quebec by 
the way of the River Chaudiere, they are unanimously of 
opinion that it should be carried into execution, provided it 
can be done without prejudice to the other parts of the ser- 
vice already agreed on. 

7h That with regard to the operations on lake Ontario, 
it was the opinion and advice of the majority of the Council 
that they be begun by the attack of Cadaraqui. 

Lastly, The Council considering the several services to 
be carried on in North America are unanimously of opinion 
that an additional number of regular Troops will be necess- 
sary for effectually covering and securing his Majesty’s 
Rights and Dominions upon this continent. 


W. SHIRLEY, Tuomas Dunpsar, 
Cuas. Harpy, PETER SCHUYLER, 
Hor® SHARPE, Cuar. CRAVEN, 


Rost H. Morris, Joun Sr. Crarr, 
James KINNER, 
Joun RUTHERFORD. 

Govt Fitch being obliged to goe out of Town before a 
fair copy of the minutes was made, is the reason why his 
name was not signed,— But he approved of the whole and 
promised to sign. 

A true copy examined by 
; Wm. ALEXANDER, Secy. 
Copy from the Original, 
ANDREW C.arkson, Clerk. 
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NATHAN WHITING TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 

Sir 

As I have the honour to be intrusted with the Command 
of this Garison in behalf of the Several Governments con- 
cerned in maintaining it, I think it my duty to send your 
Honour the return of the forces that belong to And the 
State of the provisions and Military Stores In it; Accord- 
ingly you have them enclosed; I likewise send an examina- 
tion of a French deserter Who came Lately into the other 
fort, Which I took of him in his way to Albany, by Which 
you will have all the intelligence I can give of the State of 
the Enemy at Ticonderoge, Capt Rogers was there about 
the time this deserter came Away, I hear he Imagined 
there was a Thousand Men there, but as I have not had his 
Report I cant vouch for the truth of it; I have sent frequent 
Scouts towards Woodcrick And South Bay, Who have 
never made Any discovery of Any Enemy. you are boubt- 
less Acquainted that the Troops in this Garison are of Con- 
necticut and New York that consequently I can give no 
particular Acct of the State of the Troops of your Govt. I 
have Nothing farther material to Acquaint you of, but that 
I am with due Esteem : 

Your Honours most Obedient humb! Servt 
NATHAN WHITING 
Fort Epwarp January rt 1756 
The Honble Hopkins Esqr 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley wrote from New York on 
January 2, 1756, to Governor Thomas Fitch enclosing a pro- 
posed plan for an attempt upon Ticonderoga during the 
winter. His letter gives numerous details of the proposed 
plan and reasons for believing that it would be successful. 
New Hampshire Provincial Papers, V1. 461; Colonial Records, 
X. 448. | 
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PROPOSAL FOR ATTEMPT AGAINST TICONDEROGE 
AND CROWN POINT. 

It is propos’d that 1150 men to consist of 950 Provincial 
Troops, and'200 Regular Troop’ pick’d for the service, with 
half the company of artilery and Engineers, and a proper 
train should make an attempt upon the french works at 
Ticonderoge & If found practicable, to proceed from thence 
to Crown Point & make an attempt upon that; The Troops 
to rendezvous at Albany the first week in February. The 
men with their Baggage and Provisions for 40 Days, the 
Artilery & Ordnance Stores to be transported from Albany 
to Fort Edward, & from thence to woodcreek, & over that 
to Tionderoge all in slays which may take up six days. 

The Provincial Troops to be provided with Tents, 
Blankets Woolen Waiscoats, Caps and Mittens two pair of 
. Moggisons, & one pair of Indian stockings each. 

Each Colony to be at the Expence of the pay, Armes, 
Clothing, Provisions & Tents for their respective Troops & 
pay for Officers & seamen to man the vessels & whale boats 
here after mention’d. 

The Crown to be at the Expence of 600 Slays Horses or 
other Carriages & ordnance stores & buildings one or more 
Vessels of Force sufficient to command the navigation of 
the Lake Champlain together with Whale Boats all which it 
is proposed shall be begun to be built as soon as Tion- 
deroge, or Crown Point is taken, & Launch’d into the waters 
as the Ice will permit. 

The Provincial to be apportion’d as follows, Massachu- 
setts Bay 300 Connecticutt 250 New York 200 New Hampr 
100 Rhode Island too. 

The Provisions, Great Artillery & ordnance stores, Snow 
Moggisons & Indian Stockings, are already some at Albany 
some at fort Edward & others at Lake George. 

One Commissary General of Provisions must be ap- 
pointed for this Purpose, & a Clerk appointed by each of the 
Colonies. 

Copy from the Original Anprew Crarkson, Clk. 
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ROGER WOLCOTT TO RICHARD PARTRIDGE. 
WInbsor Jany 28 1756 
Worthy Sr 

Yours of Augt 28th* and May 20th past are Come to hand 
and as your repeated Respects to me show no Change of my 
Circumstances abate your friendship the obligations on me 
are the Greater to Accknowledge your Kindness which shall 
Not be forgotten 

I am glad the Spaniards Will be satisfyed With their 
Cargo there were unaccountable steps taken at New London 
in Delivering the Cargo to Lane and not the Least Misteri- 
ous that the Colector should make a Copy of my Letter to 
the Merchant Clandestinely opened a Colour for doing it for 
this it was I fell a sacrifice the people seing the Cargo Ex- 
posed and Wasting and hearing the Merchant Complain 
that my letter was the Cause of it Condemmed themselves 
to pay for it and me as the Cause of their ruine by the 
Artifice of some designing men but when upon the Comeing 
of Capt Whitwell the Afair was opened the prejudices of 
the freemen were so removed that I wanted not 200 of their 
votes to be rechosen at the Last Election tis best as it is my 
Name being Cleared of the Infamy I am Easie. 

The owners of the Cargo may thank me for what they 
have for the Mercht Intirely abandoned the Care of it so did 
the Colector upon this I wrote to the Civil Authority at 
New London to take Efectuall Care to preserve it which 
obtained the desired Efect 

The steps you have taken in favor of my friend Colle 
Whiting are very pleasing he Rec4 a Lieut Colonells Comis- 
sion in our Army that advanced to Lake George It was he 
that with about 4oo men that stood by him made a retreat to 
the admiration of his enemys for about 4 miles before a 
pursuing Enemie of about 1800 and got well into the Camp 
where he behaved as well in the Engagement and defeat of 
the Enemy he Comands now in chief at fort Edward with 
Honour I hope these good services may Comend him to the 
favor of the Comissioners of the Customes 





* Possibly the reference is to Partridge’s letter of Aug, 18, 1754. 
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The Defeat of Gen! Bradock hath been attended with 
unhapy Consequences upon this many of the Indians that 
were our friends turned to the French and have made terri- 
ble Work in the Western frontiers. And if the French are 
allowed to keep and setle the Ahio the Largest and finest 
Country in these parts the English will have no peace nor 
free footing here for in time of peace the French Con- 
tinually furnish and send out the Indians to murder and 
destroy us 

Capt Rodman is arived at Newport from whence my 
Daughter Newberry has rec’ your Invoice she has a grate- 
full sence of your Kindness to her and her fatherless Child- 
ren shown in so many Instances for which she Gives you 
her Hearty thanks and sends you her Certificates &c: 

You will please to accept my Accknowledgments for 
favors to my self and her I am 

Your most obliged 
very Humble servt 
R WOLCOTT 

To RicHarp PaRTRIDGE Esqrt 

[Indorsed] To Rich4 Partridge Esqr Jan 28 1756 


COMMISSION TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND 
PHINEAS LYMAN. 

Thomas Fitch Esqt Governor and comand- 
er in chief of his Majesty’s English Colony of 
Connecticut in New-England in America. 

To Jonathan Trumble and Phineas Lyman 

Esq's Greeting. 

Whereas you are Nominated and Appointed by the 
General Assembly of this Colony to be Comissioners for 
and on behalf of this Colony to attend upon his Excellency 
Majt General Shirley at Boston, and Confer with him upon 
the plan of Operations in the Next Years Campaigne, pro- 
posed and Concerted, at a Council of War, pursuant to his 
Majesty’s Instructions, held by his Excellency at New York 
on the r2th & 13th of December last, and also upon a Scheme 
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by his Excellency proposed for an Attempt to be made 
against Ticondaroga & Crown Point this Winter; and like- 
wise to Consult with any Comtee that may be appointed by 
the General Assembly of the Province of The Massachusetts 
Bay, concerning the plans of Operations aforesaid, & the 
ways & Means of Advantageously carrying the Same into 
Execution. 

Therefore reposing Special Trust and Confidence in 
your integrity and Ability, I do by these presence in. Pur- 
suance of the afore S¢ Nomination and Appointment, and 
at The Desire of the General Assembly of this Colony 
Comission you the S4 Jonth Trumble and Phineas Lyman 
for and on the Behalf of the Colony of Connecticutt afores4 
To meet and confer with his Excellency Majt Gencral Shir- 
ley on the above Mentioned Subject; and also to consult 
with any Comittee that may be appointed by the General 
Assembly of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay on any 
Matter relating to the Plans of Operation afore Said, hereby 
directing you to endeavour to obtain his Excellency’s 
Assistance and help to enable the Colony to exert itself on 
this Occassion for his Majesty’s Service, and to consult with 
such Comissioners or Comtee as may be appointed by the 
Assembly of Said Province, upon the ways & means for 
advantageously carrying the afores4 Plans into execution, 
as far as May Appurtain to the Governments that may con- 
cern themselves therein, and you are to Observe and follow 
such instructions as you have received, or shall receive 
from the General Assembly of this Colony touching the 
Matters afore Said. 

Given under my Hand, and the public Seal of the Said 
Colony at New Haven the 29th day of January, in the zgth 
Year of his Majesty’s Reign, Annoque Domini 1756. 

THOS FITCH 
By His Honts Comand ‘ 
GerorceE Wy tys Secret. 
[Indorsed] Comission To Majt Gen! Lyman & Cole Trumble 
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GRANT TO NEW ENGLAND COLONIES. 
3% Febry 1756. 

Resolved, That the Sum of £115,000 be granted to his 
Majesty upon Account, to be distributed in such propor- 
tions as his Majesty in his Wisdom shall think fit, to his 
Majestys Colonies of New England, New Yorke, and Jersey 
in America as a free Gift and Reward, for their past Ser- 
vices and an Encouragement to them to continue to exert 
themselves with Vigour in defence of his Majestys just 
Rights and Possessions. 


THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 


HartTrorp Febry 26th 1756 

Sir 

As You have (I presume) some Time since, received 
from His Excellency Major General Shirley, the Plan of 
Operations advised to by the Council held at New York in 
December last, with his Letter relative thereto, as also the 
Proportions of the several Governments as proposed by 
Him, which is according to that agreed upon by the Com- 
missioners at Albany, I am now by the Desire of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of this Colony to acquaint You that according 
to General Shirleys Proposal, that in Case the southern 
Governments should not raise their Parts for this Service 
The northern Colonies should augment their Proportions, 
to make up the Number proposed, The Assembly of this 
Colony having had no Intelligence from the southward 
beyond New York, And it being uncertain whether they 
will raise any Men on this Occasion, have thought it best 
that the New England Governments, and New York, aug- 
ment their Proportion to double the Number proposed, 
which will make up the Number of Ten Thousand, And 
have therefore agreed to raise, two Thousand five hundred 
in this Colony and expect the Massachusets will raise three 
Thousand five hundred and New York Two Thousand. I 
hope therefore St You will be pleased to use Your Influence 
with Your Assembly for that Purpose; The Assembly of 
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this Colony have not made the necessary Provisions, for 
raising Men, but have adjourned till the 17% of March, that 
they may see whether these Proposals be agreeable to the 
other Governments, and that Wee may be further acquainted 
what Assistance wee may expect by Money from Home, 
without which as our last Years Expence has so ned 
us beyond our Neighbours Wee shall not (without extream 
Difficulty) be able to go on, But I hope when wee meet 
again shall be able to proceed, and if so, shall do it without 
Loss of Time. 

I need not observe the Necessity of early Conclusions 
in these Affairs And of an harmonious Procedure among 
the Governments, And you will be pleased St to favour Me 
with the Determinations of your Assembly as soon as may 
be. 

I am St (with great Respect) 
Your Honours most obedient and 
most humble Servant 
THO® FITCH 
Honble Govt Hopkins. 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired by the General 
Assembly in February 1756, to write to the governor of 
Massachusetts that Connecticut had agreed to double her 
proportien of troops to be raised, no word having been re- 
ceived from the southern colonies. The letter was doubtless 
identical with that to Governor Stephen Hopkins of Febru- 
ary 26. Colonial Records, X. 459. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO BENNING WENTWORTH. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired by the General 
Assembly in February 1756, to write to the governor of 
New Hampshire that Connecticut had agreed to double her 
proportion of troops to be raised, no word having been re- 
ceived from the southern colonies. The letter was doubt- 
less identical with that to Governor Stephen Hopkins of 
February 26. Colonial Records, X. 459. | 
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THOMAS FITCH TO SIR CHARLES HARDY. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch was desired by the General 
Assembly in February 1756, to\write to the Governor of 
New York that Connecticut had agreed to double her pro- 
portion of troops to be raised, no word having been received 
from the southern colonies. The letter was doubtless 
identical with that to Governor Stephen Hopkins of Febru- 
ary 26, and was-‘dated March 1. Colonial Records, X. 459; 
Journal of Legislative Council of New York, 1251. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


[The General Assembly at its session in February 1756 
desired Governor Thomas Fitch further to press the appli- 
cation already made to Major-General William Shirley to 
furnish Connecticut with a sum of money to enable the 
colony to proceed with its part in carrying on the war; also 
to make application to Shirley to supply the colony with at 
least 3000 stands of arms, with proper accoutrements and 
amunition for the service. Colonial Records, X. 460. | 


“WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley wrote on March 8, 1756, to 
Governor Thomas Fitch inclosing copies, probably of the 
vote of the Massachusetts Assembly to raise an additional 
number of men for service in the war, and of the instruc- 
tions of that Assembly for a committee to proceed to Albany 
to aid in providing supplies and transportation, with remarks 
as to what was most urgently needed. See letter from Fitch 
to Shirley of March 29, 1756; Correspondence of Colonial 
Governors of Rhode Island, 11. 195. | 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley wrote on March 10, 1756, to 
Governor Thomas Fitch evidently upon the same subjects 
as are credited to his letter of two days previous. See letter 
from Fitch to Shirley of March 29, 1756.] 
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HENRY FOX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


’ [Secretary Henry Fox writes from Whitehall, March 
13, 1756, to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, that 
the Earl of Loudun has been appointed Commander in Chief 
of all the forces in North America, is preparing to set out 
with troops, artillery and warlike stores, and should receive 
all necessary assistance on his arrival; that the seven regi- 
ments in America are to be filled to one thousand men each 
and the Colony is urged to assist in raising men for that 
purpose, each of whom, or their heirs, is promised a grant 
of two hundred acres of land in either New York, New 
Hampshire or Nova Scotia, as ‘they shall choose; that Par- 
liament has granted £115,000 to be distributed between the 
four colonies of New England and New York and New 
Jersey, as a recognition and further encouragement; that 
his Majesty expects each colony to raise the same number of 
men as last year to act in conjunction with the King’s 
troops, stores and provisions for whom will be provided at 
the expense of the Crown, and the passage of laws prohibit- 
ing trade with the French is recommended. Collections, I, 
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HENRY FOX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[A second letter, dated Whitehall, March 13, 1756, from 
Secretary Henry Fox to the Governor and Company of Con- 
necticut, states that Colonel Webb has been given temporary 
command of all the forces in North America, and is to be 
assisted accordingly; that an Act of Parliament (a printed 
copy inclosed) enables commissions to be granted to a 
number of Germans, Swiss and Dutch officers, and the 
authorities are directed to aid them in enlisting foreigners 
to serve under them, and directs that the Commander in 
Chief of the forces be informed of the present state of 
defense of the Colony, with an account of the arms, ammuni- 
tion and military stores in public magazines and in the 
hands of private persons, and of all places that are or should 
be fortified. Collections, I, 280. ] 
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JOHN -PITEKIN -TO) THOMAS) BITCH: 


Hartrorp March 24th 1756 

Flour@ Sr N 

I Understand by Mr. Sheriff Pitkin: that the Honorable 
Assembly have taken So Much Notice of me as to assign 
Me an office for another Campain: for which I Gratefully 
Acknowledge the Honour Shown me therein: It was with a 
Great Deall of Self Deniall: I undertook the Publick Service 
the Last year: and I hope the greatest Motive to perswade 
to it then was: My Compliance with what I thought was my 
Duty: and I am Glad I have any Reason to think I Did it 
to Acceptance: But St as to the Present undertaking of 
another Station: in the Like Service: I must beg your 
Honour and the Honorable Assembly: to Excuse me from 
it: for it Now appears to me to be my Duty (all things Con- 
sider’d) not to undertake it: and I Desire there might be 
some other man appointed to fill up the office: I hope St 
your Honour and the Honorable Assembly may have the 
Divine presence with you and his Blessing: to attend all 
your. Endeavours for the Security of our Just Rights and 
Priviledges: I am St with Much Esteem your Honours most 
Humble Servant 

JOHN PITKIN 
To the Honorable Tuomas Fitcu Esqr 


COMMISSION TO JOHN WINSLOW. 


Thomas Fitch Esquire Captain General 
and Governor in Chief in and over his Majestys 
English Colony of Connecticut in New England 
in America. 
To John Winslow Esquire, Greeting 
By Virtue of the Power and Authority to me given, in 
and by the Royal Charter, To the Governor and Company 
of the said Colony under the Great seal of England, I do by 
these presents, reposeing espetial Trust and Confidence in 
your Loyalty Courage and good Conduct, Constitute and 
Appoint you the said John Winslow, to be Major Gen! & 
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Commander in Cheif of the Forces, Raised or to be Raised 
for the defence and Protection of his Majestys Teritorys 
from any Further Incroachments of the French at Crown 
Point, & upon the Lake Iroquois Comonly caled by the 
French Champlain and parts Adjacent and for Removeing 
Incroachmts already made there , 

You are therefore Carefully & Diligently to discharge 
the duty of a Major General and Commander in Cheif, in 
Leading Conducting, ordering and Exercising in the Servise 
aforesaid, the said Forses in arms, both Officers and Sol- 
diers, and to keep them in good order and Disipline hereby 
Commanding them to obey you as their Major Gen! and 
Commander in Cheif and you are to Observe and Follow 
such Orders & Instructions, as you shall from time to time 
Receive from me or the Commander in cheif of ye said 
Colony for the time being According to the Rules and disi- 
pline of Warr Pursuant to the trust Reposed in you. 

Given under my hand & the Publick Seal of said Colony 
of Connecticut the 26th day of March in the twenty Ninth 
year of the Reign of his Majesty King George the Second 
Annoq: Domini 1756 

THO? FITCH 

By His Honours Command 

GrorGE Wy tys Secrety 
Recorded H. Lippe Secty 

Province of the Massachusetts Bay Jany 241758 Record- 
ed in the Secretarys Office in the Book of Commiss® under 
the Government N° Folio 2 

Tuos CiarkeE Depty Secty 
[Indorsed] General Winslows Commiss°® from the Gov of 
Connecticut March 26th 1756 a Coppy 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


Extract of a Letter from Governour Fitch to General 
Shirley dated Hartford 29th March 1756 
Sir 

Your Excellencys Letters of the 8th & roth Instant with 
the Inclosed Copies by Capt Wooster I laid before the Gen- 
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eral Assembly of this Colony and have the Satisfaction 
now to acquaint you they have taken the necessary Steps 
for raising the Twenty five hundred Men Voted for the 
present Expedition and have a appointed a Committee to 
take the Care and Oversight of Transporting the Stores &c 
from Albany to the Lake &c who are Directed and In- 
structd to provide a sufficient number of Boats and Teams 
and Carriages for that Service and to pursue Measures 
therein near agreeable to those pointed out in the Instruc- 
tions given your Committee In all which proceedgs I pre- 
sume the several Parties will make so great Dispatch that 
this Government will not be behind even any one in what 
it has undertaken 

A True Copy Examined 

4 THos CLarke Dpty Secry 

[Indorsed] Extract from Govt Fitch’s Letter to Govr Shir- 

ley Hartford 29. March 1756 


THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR 
TRADE AND PLANTATIONS. 

[Writing from Hartford, March 30, 1756, to the Com- 
missioners for Trade and Plantations, Governor Thomas 
Fitch replies to their request for information as to the 
defenses of the Colony, stating the numbers of the different 
classes of guns at the Battery at New London, the number 
of muskets, and some datails as to the amount and kinds of 
ammunition there; that there is a small magazine of ammu- 
nition at Hartford; and quoting the Colony laws as to the 
amount of ammunition to be kept in each town, and the 
arms and equipment to be kept by each soldier whether he 
be enlisted or not. He also suggests that a strong fortress 
at the fine harbor of New London would be a great protec- 
tion to the Colony, and that it would be expedient, in view 
of French encroachments, if one regiment should be raised 
in the Colony upon the pay and establishment of Great 
Britain, that it might become skilful in regular discipline 
and the European arts of war. In this document as printed, 
page 283, eighth line from bottom of page, for ‘‘ found” 
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read ‘‘formd.” The duplicate in the State Paper Office is 
indorsed ‘‘Reced June 7 Read July 61756.” Collections, I, 
282. | 


JOHN HANBURY AND JOHN THOMLINSON 
TO THOMAS FITCH. : 

[John Hanbury and Barlow Trecothick for John Thom- 
linson, write from London April 5, 1756, to the Governor 
of Connecticut, that the Lords of his Majesty’s Treasury 
have issued to them as agent the £115,000 granted by Par- 
liament to the American colonies, that they have procured 
a part in Spanish milled dollars and the larger part in 
Portugal gold of full weight, have obtained insurance on 
reasonable terms and make no charge for commission on 
the insurance; that out of the £26,000 apportioned to the 
Colony they are retaining a small balance for future 
charges, and that the specie is being sent by the Sterling 
Castle, man of war. Collections, 1, 285. | 


BILL FOR GOLD AND SILVER. 


[Itemized bill of How and Masterman, dated London, 
April 3, 1756, for cost of gold and silver to be sent to Con- 
necticut, being 23,000 ounces of silver in Spanish milled 
pieces of eight costing £6,104 17 8, and 10,392 pieces of 
Portugal gold costing £18,705 12 0, with a balance in sun- 
dry coins of £18 o 5, together with sundry expenses, in 
addition to Hanbury and Thomlinson’s charges, amounting 
to £41 6 8, and a balance remaining to cover further ex- 
penses of £31 8 3. The bill is receipted April 5, 1756, by 
J. Hanbury and Barlow Trecothick for John Thomlinson. 
Collections, I, 286. | 


ACCOUNT OF HANBURY AND THOMLINSON. 


[Itemized account signed by J. Hanbury and Barlow 
Trecothick for John Thomlinson, dated London, April 5s, 
1756, of charges paid on £115,000 received out of the 
Exchequer March 12, 1756, to be remitted to North America; 
the whole amounting to £4,859 16 8, of which Connecticut’s 
proportion was,26/115 or £1,098 15 0. Collections, I, 288. | 
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THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 


Norwa.k, Connecticut 15th April 1756 

My Lords \ 

On Receiving Your Lordships Directions Signifyed to 
the Governor and Company of this Colony by Mt Pownall 
Your Secretary in his Letter of the 15th July inclosing Heads 
of Enquiry I took the Earliest Opportunity to Lay them 
before the General Assembly of the Colony and Recom- 
mend it to them to make as full and particular Answers to 
the Several Queries as possible and am Now to Acquaint 
Your Lordships that the Assembly have prepared and Drawn 
them as full & particular to the Several Points in Question 
«as can well be done at this Time and I conceive with 
greater Exactness in Some Points than hath in former Times 
on the Like Occasion been done the Assembly having 
approved of these Answers Desired me to Transmit them to 
Your Lordships in Return to the Queries you were pleased 
to Direct to be Sent to the Colony. I have accordingly In- 
closed them and presume they will be to good Satisfaction, 

I am also to Acknowledge Your Lordships further 

Favours by your Secretaries Letters of the 4th and 14th Noy- 
vember Acquainting the Government with the Establish- 
ment of Packets for Carrying on a Monthly Correspondence 
between Great Britain and America and to Assure your 
‘ Lordships your Orders and Directions which we Received 
with a grateful Sense of your Zeal for the welfare of these 
Parts of his Majestys Dominions, Shall be Duly Observed. 

I Should have Wrote in Return by the Same Ship that 
Brought the Packet but Some Time was necessarily Spent 
in Collecting the Particulars of Intelligence and the Affair 
of another Expedition against Crown Point which this 
Colony with the other Governments of New England and 
New York are now Engaged in for his Majestys Service has 
Engrossed for Months Past great part of our Time and 
Thought, and here I beg leave to acquaint your Lordships 
that altho this Colony the Last year Exerted it Self in this 
Part of the Kings Service beyond a Just Proportion and 
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brought Such a Load of Debt upon the Inhabitants as must 
greatly Distress them to Pay in a Number of Succeeding 
years, yet Notwithstanding it having been given as the 
opinion and Advice of the Council of War held at New 
York in December last by the Commander in Chief of all 
his Majestys Forces in North America pursuant to the Kings 
Instructions that an Expedition Should be Carryed on 
Against Crown Point as well as one on Lake Ontario this 
Year, and Seeing no Prospect that this Expedition against 
Crown Point would be carryed on Unless the Colonies Should 
Raise the Troops for that Part of the Service his Majesty 
had Directed to be performed, this Colony tho’ Not Able to 
procure a Sufficiency of Money without Borrowing £10000 
Sterling to Raise and fix out the Number agreed to be 
Raised viz. 2500, which is our full Proportion of rooco men 
Exclusive of the Governments westerly of New York, 
the Colony humbly Relying on the Royal Favour which 
his Majesty has been most graciously pleased to give His 
Loyal Subjects of this Colony great Encouragement to 
Expect, have in their Zeal and Concern for his Service 
agreed to Raise the Aforesaid Number of 2500 men officers 
included and with all Duty and Submission hope for the 
Royal Bounty to be bestowed to Enable the Government to 
pay the Troops Employed in this Service no provision 
having as yet been other ways Made for that Purpose nor 
am I able to see how the Colony can avoid being almost 
Sunk under the Burden unless Favoured with an Enabling 
Sum at this Season from our Mother Country Will your 
Lordships permit me to Request your favourable Represen- 
tation of the State Circumstances Zeal and Loyalty of the 
Colony and your Kind and Generous offices for our Relief 
in this Important Service and Crisis of affairs 
I am my Lords Your Lordships 
most obedient and most Humble Servant 
THOS8: FLTCH 

The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners for 
Trade & Plantations 
[Indorsed] Letter to the Lords Commiss's for Trade and 

Plantations 15t April 1756 
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ANSWERS TO HEADS OF ENQUIRY. 


A Return in Answer to the Heads of Enquiry sent to 
the Govt and Company of this His Majestys Colony of Con- 
necticut by Direction from the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations. 

rst The Scituation of the Colony is in the 418t and 42 
Degrees of North Latitude, bounded Southerly on the Sea 
or Sound which is between the Main and Long-Island; 
There are three considerable Rivers run thro’ this Colony; 
viz: the Rivers Connecticut, New London and Stratford. 
The Soil is generally Fertile interspersed with some Mount- 
ains and broken Land: The Climate is cold in Winter and 
Hot in Summer, and subject to Sudden Changes New Lon- 
don The Principal Port in the Colony lyeth in 41° 00” North 
Latitude and 70° “ west Longitude computed from London, 
according to common Computation. 

2nd The reputed Boundaries of the Government are 
Easterly on Rhode Island, Southerly on the Sea or Sound, 
westerly on New York, North on the Line of the Massachu- 
sets Bay. There is a Dispute subsisting between this 
Colony, and the last mentioned Province concerning the 
four Townships of Woodstock, Enfield Suffield and Som- 
mers, which lye south of the North Line of this Colony, yet 
are claimed by the said Province. 

3'y The Constitution of the Government by Royal 
Charter is,a Legislative Power vested in the General As- 
sembly, which consists of the Governor, or in his Absence 
the Deputy Governor and twelve Assistants (called the 
upper House), and Representatives not exceeding two from 
Each Town, chosen by the Freemen of the respective Towns 
they represent (called the Lower House), No Act is valid 
without the Joint concurrence of both Houses: They make 
Laws, institute Judicatories, appoint Judges, and other 
necessary officers, who are all Sworn to a faithful Discharge 
of their Trust: A General Assembly is holden (agreable to 
Royal Charter) in May and October Annually, and at other 
Times when called by the Governor or in his Absence the 
Deputy Governor on any Emergency. 
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4ly The Trade of the Colony is in Beef, Pork, Flower, 
Horses and Lumber exported from hence to the British 
Islands in the West Indies; and in Exchange receive from 
thence, Rum, Sugar, Molasses, Salt, and some Bills of 
Exchange which are remitted to England. And in Beef, 
Pork, Wheat, Rye and Indian Corn exported to Boston and 
New York; and in Exchange receive British Manufactures; 
which are principally received thro’ the Hands of Merchants 
in those places, which is by far the greatest Trade, altho’ 
in some few Years past methods have been taken to En- 
courage the Importation thereof directly into this Colony, 
and as many have been brought in hither as the means of 
making remittances will allow off. For the Number of 
Shipping, their Tonnage and Number of Sea Men, must 
begg Leave to refer your Lordships to the Accounts from 
the Collector of the Customs and Navall Officer herewith 
transmitted which likewise are sent Quarterly to the Com- 
missioners of the Customs. 

sy The Inhabitants in this Colony take annually almost 
all Sorts of British Manufactures; The Quantity is no way 
Exactly Ascertained, but by the best Estimate hitherto 
made doth not exceed the Sum of £50,000 Sterling. 

6ly This Colony hath little or no Trade with Foreign 
Plantations or any Part of Europe, Saving some few Vessels 
to Lisbon and the Mediterranean with Fish, the product of 
which is principally remitted by Bills to England. 

jy The Method used to prevent Illegal Trade is a 
carefull conformity to the Acts of Parliament relative 
thereto. 

ly The Natural Produce of the Colony is ship Timber 
of all kinds, boards and Ship Plank, Wheat, Rye, Indian 
Corn, flax, Neat Cattle, Hogs and Horses. Our Staple may 
be said to be Beef and Pork which is Equal in goodness to 
any produced in any of his Majestys other Plantations; and 
are principally taken by the Merchants in the Neighbouring 
Governments in Exchange for British Manufactures, and 
by them in great part used to Supply his Majesty’s Garri- 
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sons and Forces in America: by which means a much less 
Quantity of such Manufacturers are brought in and received 
for the hard Labour and Toil of our People in the Field, 
than would be if some proper Persons in this Colony were 
appointed to Supply such Garrisons and Forces from hence, 
which may be done cheaper than it is now done, and the 
Merchants here would be thereby Enabled to make Remit- 
tances to the Value thereof immediately to Great Brittain. 
Our own Manufactures are Inconsiderable, the Inhabitants 
are chiefly imployed in fencing, clearing and Subduing the 
Lands and making further Improvements, Nothing being 
done in the woollen or Linen Manufactures more than to 
make up the Deficiencies of those kinds, which our produce 
will not Enable the Inhabitants to purchase after the Large 
profits made by the Importers who are principally in Neigh- 
bouring Governments. Some few Ships are built here and 
sold in Great Brittain. 

The Value of the produce exported from the Colony 
hath not been any way truly Estimated, but we Suppose it 
may Amount to £130,000 Sterling. 

gly Some Copper Mines have been Opened which prov- 
ing unprofitable have been wholly Neglected; There is in 
Sundry places a plenty of Mountain Iron Oar, which hath 
been manufactured to some Advantage, but not a Sufficient 
supply for our Inhabitants. 

1oly The Number of our Inhabitants transmitted to 
Your Lordships A D: 1749 according to the method of 
Computation then taken amounted to 70,000 Whites and 
1ooo Blacks; but on Receipt of your Secretary Mr Pownall’s 
Letter of the roth of September last, by a more carefull and 
particular Enquiry find the whole Number of our present 
Inhabitants Men Women, and Children (some small Errors 
Excepted) to be 128212 Whites, 3587 Blacks. 

11ly By the best Computation that hath been made 
our Inhabitants have doubled in twenty four Years which 
(under the Divine Benediction) we attribute to an Industri- 
ous temperate Life, and Early Marriage. 

12!'y The Number of our Militia according to the Re- 
turn of the muster Roll of Each Regiment is 20,066. 
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13'v We have a small Battery at New London (the 
principal Sea Port and best harbour in the Colony) consist- 
ing of nine Guns By reason of our heavy Taxes in the last 
Warr, and the heavy Debt devolved on the Colony by the 
Expedition against Crown Point, and the small Trade, the 
same is not in so defensible State as our Scituation at this 
time seems to require, and we have a humble hope his 
Majesty will take the same under his Royal Consideration, 
and grant such help and Assistance as may Enable the Col- 
ony to put the same into a good Condition for Defence. 

141y The Indians among us are about 1000, near one 
half dwell in English Families, and the other half in many 
small Clans in various parts of the Colony, and are most of 
them peaceably inclined. 

15!ly No Indians border on this Colony, the nearest 
are the Six Nations so called, who live partly in the Prov- 
ince of New York and partly westward of it. 

161y The Spaniards have no Settlements nearer than 
St Augustine, The French have none nearer than Canada, 
except the Encroachments at and near Crown Point. 

17ly The Effect of the Spanish Settlements on this 
Colony is inconsiderable The French in time of Warr from 
Cape Breton send their Privatiers on our Coast; and from 
Crown Point, make frequent Incursions on the Frontiers of 
New York, New Hampshire and the Massachusets Bay 
both in times of Peace as well as of Warr; which Causes 
heavy Expences to this as well as those other Governments 
in garrisoning and Defending them. 

18ly The Revenue arising within this Colony is by 
Assessment or Tax on Lands Polls and personal Estate; 
the Revenues by Duties is inconsiderable, our Taxes or 
Assessments are annually increased or lessned in propor- 
tion to the Expence of Government, our ordinary Revenue 
by Tax as aforesaid amounts to about £4000 o o Sterling 
about £490 Sterling whereof is appropriated to publick 
Schools for the Education of Youth the remainder for the 
Support of Government. 
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1gv The ordinary Expence of Government in time of 

Peace is about £3500 0 o Sterling, the heavy Debt contrac- 

ted by this Government the last Summer in the Expedition 

to Crown Point, the precise Sum as yet cannot be ascer- 
tained but will amount to more than £60,000 0 o Sterling. 
zoly Our Civil Establishment is one Superior Court 

Consisting of one Chief Judge and four other Judges which 

Court is held in Each County twice in Each Year in which 

are tryed all high Crimes and Misdemeanors ‘and Civil 

Actions that Come to them by appeal from Inferiour Courts 

and an Inferionr Court in Each County Consisting of one 

Chief Judge and two or more Justices of the Quorum who 

held their Sessions twice in a Year and oftner when Occasion 

requires, for the Tryal of Delinquents, for the breach of 
penal Laws and Civil Actions in all their Courts, matters 
of Law are determined by the Court and matters of fact by 
the Jury and in Each Town are one or more Justices of the 

Peace. The Militia is divided into thirteen Regiments, the 

field Officers in Each are one Colonel Leiut Colonel and one 

Major, and in Each Regiment a Troop of Horse. All offi- 

cers both Civil and Military are appointed by the General 

Assembly and Commissioned by the Governor By Law our 

Regiments are to be mustered once in four Years; The 

Militia in Each Town four times in a Year and are Instructed 

agreable to Colle Blands Military Discipline. 

[Indorsed] Proprieties Connecticut Answers to the Heads 
of Enquiry from the Board by the Govt & Company of 
Connecticut Recd with Mr Fitch’s Lre of 15. Ap! 1756 
Reced June 7. Read July 6, 1756. 


THOMAS FITCH TO HENRY FOX. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch, under date of Norwalk, April 
16, 1756, writes at length to Secretary Henry Fox acknowl- 
edging the receipt of previous letters from him and from 
Secretary Robinson; describing a council of war held in 
New York upon the call of General Shirley, and attended 
by governors and field officers, at which it was decided to 
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send another expedition of 10,000 men against Crown Foint, 
and that Connecticut’s proportion should be 1,250; but that 
the Colony, fearing the southern governments would not 
do their part, had voted to raise 2,500 men; that by reason 
of services for the King, the Colony was greatly in debt, 
had emitted £62,000 bills of credit and borrowed £10,000 
of General Shirley, and was to receive 2,000 stands of arms 
of him; that the Colony had undertaken these services with 
reliance and dependance on the royal favor, and hopes to 
_ be favored with an enabling sum for the present and to be 
reimbursed the expenses incurred, and is inclosing a peti- 
tion to the King tothat end. The duplicate of this letter 
in the State Paper Office is indorsed ‘‘R June 7th,” Collec- 
tions, I. 291. | 


CONNECTICUT’S ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


[The Governor and Company of Connecticut under 
date of April, 1756, forwarded an Address to the King’s 
most excellent Majesty, which was signed by Thomas Fitch, 
Governor. In it, after acknowledging his Majesty’s favor- 
able acceptance of their services in protecting his rights in 
North America, they state that the Colony has voted to 
Taise 2,500 men for service against the French the current 
year; that they have emitted £62,000 bills of credit, pay- 
able within five years at five per cent interest; that they 
have borrowed £10,000 of the Commander in Chief of the 
forces in America; and they implore the royal favor by a 
grant of money for present necesssities, and the recom- 
mendation of a grant from Parliament to reimburse further 
expenses. Collections, I, 294. | 


WILLIAM PITKIN TO OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
Hartrorp April 234 1756 
S7 
Your Letter of the igt Instant I Rect Had Some 
expectation of Hereing from the Justices before but [ ] 
Clude as mt Beecher Has Not Bene Matters Lay as before 
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and So Nothing to Send it is Sad there is ocation of any 
being Imprisoned However when there is I am well Please? 
you Take effectual Care to Have them Kept. as To Bailing 
them or any of them I advise that if you Bail Take Bonds 
to your Self with Such Surety or Suretys as You Can 
Depent on and Not Less then five Hundred Pounds Law- 
full Money for each and See your Bonds are well Drawn, as 
to amos Fuller I have Now before me the act of Assembly 
which was in His Favor. I think it Best you Keep him 
Close Till the Next assembly and then let me or Some 
Person who may be Concern4 Know the State of all the 
Prissoners that Suitable Care may be Taken. 
I am your friend and Sertt 
W™ PITKIN 

To OtiverR Wo.icorr Esqrt 

Sherriff of Litchfield County 
[Superscribed] To Oxiver Woxcortt Esq? at Litchfield 
[Indorsed] From Deputy Govr Pitkin 1756. 


SIR CHARLES HARDY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Previous to or during the May 1756 session of the 
General Assembly, Sir Charles Hardy, governor of New 
York, wrote to Governor Thomas Fitch, apparently con- 
cerning the necessity of preventing the exportation of pro- 
visions from the New England colonies.* See Report of 
Committee of General Assembly, May 1756. | 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Previous to or during the May 1756 session of the 
General Assembly, Governor William Shirley wrote to Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch, apparently concerning the necessity 
of preventing the exportation of provisions from the New 
England colonies. See Report of Committee of General 
Assembly, May 1756. | 


* Possibly this letter was the same as that of Gov. Hardy to Goy. Stephen 
Hopkins of April 18, r756, printed in Rhode [sland Colonial Records, V. 523. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO COMMITTEE OF PAY TABLE. 
Norwa tk 27th April 1756 
Gentlemen 
The Barer Mt Joseph Bendick* is appointed 24 Lt in 
Capt Hawleys Company the first “Lt Refused in whose 
Room I have Appointed another Person but the Capt 
being at the Front the Lieuts have Rect No Money to 
Enlist with which occasions some Difficulty to them. I 
would therefore Recommend it to your Consideration to 
Devise A Method to Supply him with the Money for that 
Purpose, Either in Part or whole. The Barer is a Man of a 
good Character and of a good family and I Suppose may be 
Confided in. 
I am Gentlemen your 
most Humble Servant 


THOS FITCH 
To the Comttee of the pay Table 


JOHN WINSLOW TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Boston May 24 1756 

Sir 

As his Excellency General Shirley is out of the Govern- 
ment, I thought it my Duty to Inform your Hont, how 
Affairs are Circumstanced in this Province with Regard to 
the Crown Pointe Expedition, which I am presing forward 
and Flater my Self our Levys are Compleat, we have Twelve 
Companys Gone forward, the Remains of the 3500, I have 
ordered to perade here, at Springfield and Worcester, on 
the 4 Instant Shall begin to March on the 6th our Provisions 
War Like Stores &c are Cheifly Gone the Last Vessel ready 
to Sail, Should be Glad that the Quota by the Goverment 
Furnished Under your Honts Command, May be Furnished 
as Soon as Possible with Provisions &c, as I Look upon it 
our Success Greatly Depends on our Dispatch, have Inclosed 
to your Hont the Law past by this Goverment with relation 
to the Expedition, as I am Inform4 that there was a Dispute 
the Last year among the Officers with regard to the Gover- 
ment of the Armey, our Province thought Conveniant to 





* Benedict. 


216 FITCH PAPERS. 


pas the Act Chapter ye z2oth would Submit it to your Hont 
and the Colony wether it would Not be best for the whole 
to be under one Form of Discipline and Should this Act be 
approved off the Same may pas into a Law, in your Gover- 
ment also. I would Further Inform your Honr that this 
Province having taken in Consideration, the Anual Pention 
I receive from the Crown, which Intierly Depends on My 
Life have besides £300 Lawfull Money advanced for my 
Table Granted me £400 the Same Currency in Case I arive 
at Lake George and So Unfortunate as to Dye in the Service . 
Afterwards, which is for the Benifit of My Family, and if 
approved of by the Colony it will be a Satisfaction to me, 
that a Grant of that Kinde for a Sum agreable Might be 
made, as Every one Should be Carefull of their own House, 
am Determin4 to be at Newporte on the 11th, at Hartford on 
the 15th, where I hope to Consult thoroly of the Plan of 
opperation for the Ensuing Campain with the Gentlemen of 
your Goverment and that things will be to your Satisfaction 
am Sir with Great Esteem 

Your most obediant & most Humble Servant 

JOHN WINSLOW 

To The Honble Fircu Esq? Governor of the Colony 
of Conneticut or the Command: In Cheif for ye time being 
[Indorsed] Winslows to the Several Governors May 1758 


EARL OF HALIFAX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


Circular 


Grosvenor Square May ye 11th 1756 
Gentlemen. 


This Letter will be sent you by the Earl of Loudoun, 
whom His Majesty has appointed Captain General of his 
Forces in North America; a Post of so high and important 
a nature, that it might appear a Sort of presumption in me 
to Say any thing of the Character that fills it, if I was not 
So well acquainted with it. The Deference and Obedience 
you owe to His Majesty’s Appointment will of course dis- 
pose you to co-operate in every thing his Lordship Shall 
propose for His Majesty’s service; and therefore I can have 
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nothing to recommend to you on that head; but as a Friend 
of his Lordship’s I must indulge the pleasure of assuring 
you that his Lordships natural Disposition and amiable 
Qualities leave me no room to doubt but that you will have 
the greatest Satisfaction in carrying on the publick Business 
with him. The Events of the ensuing Campaign, in which 
the Interest, Honour and Safety of His Majesty’s American 
Dominions are so deeply concerned, are in the hands of 
Providence; but His Majesty, as far as he has been able to 
provide for the Success of his Arms by the choice a General, 
Seems to have done it in the appointment of the Earl of 
Londoun. A great Empire is to be fought for, and one, in 
which His Majesty’s Subjects, if they exert themselves with 
the vigour they ought to do, have, (I thank God, a mani- 
fest superiority. That their Minds may be wholly intent 
upon the great Business in hand, and in no degree diverted 
by considerations of a lesser moment from the important 
object in view, it is the Duty of the Governors of all His 
Majesty’s Provinces (and I earnently recommend it to you) 
to use your utmost endeavours in Suppressing and prevent- 
ing any partial provincial altercations, jealousies or disputes, 
which may impede and obstruct the just and vigorous 
measures His Majesty is gracionsly pleased to pursue in 
maintenance of his just Rights, the Honour of his Crown 
and the Security of his Subjects. 

Iam, Gentlemen, Your most obedient 

and Humble Servant 
DUNK HALIFAX 
To the Governor and Company of Connecticut. 
[Indorsed] Connecticut Letter from Lord Halifax 11th May 
1756 Recd 27th July 


MEMORIAL OF MATTHEW STEWART. 


To The Honrble the Generall Assembly of His Majesty’s 
Colony of Connecticut to be Holden at Hartford within Said 
Colony on the Second Thirsday of May Anno. Dom. 1756 

The Memorial of Matthew Stewart of New London in 
the County of New London and Colony aforesaid Humble 
Sheweth 
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That on the roth Day of Aprill A. D. 1745 Your Honrs 
Comissarys vizt Gurdon Saltonstall and Hez: Huntington 
Esqrts Chartered Your Memoralists Brigantine Seaflower as 
a Transport in the Expedition then formed Against Cape 
Breton on Consideration of the Sum of Three Hundred 
Ninety Three pounds old Tenor bills of Credit Pr month 
Accordingly my Said Brigantine was in the Goverments 
Service and went in the Said Expedition and was in the 
Colonys Service To the 2oth Day of June which is Two 
Months and one Third of a Month, when Your Honrs 
Memorialist Never Rect but Two Months pay for Said 
Brigantine To this day, the principal Reason of which is 
that your Comissarys nor any Else, could Tell whilst the 
Return of s¢ Brigantine from England after She was Taken 
into the King’s pay how long She had been in the Govern- 
ments Service whicn Your Honts Memorialists hath applied 
To Said Commisarys Sundry Times and they having Setled 
their Accots with the Goverment advised me To Apply To 
Your Honrs and Doubted not but that I Should be heard 
and paid as in Justice I ought 

Whereupon Your Honts Memorialist Humbly moves 
that his Case may be heard and that he may have an order 
from this Assembly for his Just Dues which is the Sum of 
One Hundred Thirty one pound old Tenor bills of the 
Colony aforesaid or the Equivalent thereof (at that Day 
which was Dollars at about 30/st) in Lawfull money of this 
Colony Since Your Memoralist hath been out of his money 
about Eleven Years or in Some other Grant Releif To Your 
Memorialist and he as in duty bound Shall Ever pray &c 

MTW STEWART 

New Lonpon May 11th 1756 


CHARTER PARTY FOR BRIGANTINE SEAFLOWER. 


This Charter party made concluded and agreed upon 
at New London in the County of New London and Colony 
of Connecticut the r2th Day of April 1745 between Messrs 
Mathew Stewart and John Colefox Owners of the good 
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Briganteen called the Sea Flower Burthen about One hun- 
dred and four Tons now at Anchor in the Harbour of New 
London of the one Part and Gurdon Saltonstall and Heze- 
kiah Huntington Esq's two of the Commissaries appointed 
by the Generall assembly of said Colony to procure Trans- 
ports for the Transportation of the Troops Raised in said 
Colony for an Expedition against his Majesties Enemies 
at Cape Breton and places Adjacent of the other part 
Witnesseth. 

Imps The said Mathew Stewart and John Colefox for 
the Considerations hereafter mention’d to be performed by 
the said Commissaries have granted and Set to Freight and 
by these Presents do grant and to Freight Lett unto the 
said Gurdon Saltonstall and Hezekiah Huntington in their 
aforesaid Capacity the Briganteen Seaflower above men- 
tioned for the comfortable Transportation of So many of 
said Troops as shall Embarque on her for Cape Breton and 
parts adjacent and to Sail for said parts when orders Shall 
be given therefor by those appointed for that purpose and 
the said Owners hereby Oblige themselves that said Brigan- 
teen shall remain in the Service of the Colony until she be 
discharged therefrom by Some person or persons appointed 
by the Colony to discharge her and further said Owners 
oblige themselves to find and maintain their said Brigan- 
teen with Tackel apparel and all other Furniture Suitable 
and needfull for her Voyage and that she shall be found 
with all things fitting for the Service during the Same that 
she shall be stanch well mannd and Victualled by them for 
the Hands to man and Navigate her and further said Owners 
Covenant wth said Commissaries that said Briganteen is and 
shall be at their own Risque during said Voyage Excepting 
only as shall be hereafter Covenanted & provided for in 
and by these Presents In Consideration whereof we the said 
Gurdon Saltonstall and Hezekiah Huntington in the Capac- 
ity aforesaid do Covenant promise and grant to and with 
Said Matthew Stewart and John Colefox their Executors 
Administs and assigns by these Presents that we will well 
and truely pay or Cause to be paid to them the Sum of 
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Three hundred and ninty Three pounds old Tenor Bills of 
Credit by the Month for each Calender month said Brigan- 
teen shall be continued in the Service aforesaid the first 
Day of pay Commencimg the roth Day of April Instant and 
we further Oblige our Selves in our said Capacity to pay to 
said Owners one Months pay in hand of the Hire of said 
Briganteen and one Months pay more of said Hire on the 
roth Day of May next & that said two months pay shall be 
Certain and Sure even the said Briganteen should be dis- 
charged before the Expiration of two Months from the time 
her pay Commenced and we do further Oblige our Selves 
hereby to said Owners that in Case the Enemy shall take or 
do Damage to said Briganteen whilst she is in said Service 
and pay on the present expedition that then we will make 
good to Said Owners all Damages that shall happen to them 
by her being so taken or Damaged and also that she shall 
not be Discharged from Said Service (unless taken into his 
Majesties pay) untill she return to Some Port within this 
Colony and also that we will find and maintain one good 
Skilfull Pilot on Board Said Briganteen during the Expedi- 
tion In Witness of the Premisses the Parties have hereunto 
Set their Hands and Seales the Day and Year in these 
Presents first mentioned 
Signed Sealed and Delivered G: Satronsratt [L. S.] 


In presence of Herz: Huntineton [L.S. ] 
Joun RicHarps Mrw Stewart [L. S.] 
FREDERICK LEE Joun Corrax [L. S.] 


CERTIFICATE ABOUT BRIGANTINE SEAFLOWER. 


These are to Certify, the Hone the Principal Officers 
and Commissioners of His Majesties Navy, that the Sea 
Flower Brig, Nath! Coit Master, of One Hundred and 
Twenty Tons, was on the 20 day of June, taken into His 
Majesties Service, as a Transport, to carry the French In- 
habitants of the Island of Cape Breton, and the Territories 
thereunto belonging, to the port of Rochfort in France, 
agreable to the Capitulation, at the Surrender of the City 
of Louisbourg, and that We recommend their being paid, 
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and thoroughly satisfied, for this Service. Given under our 
Hands in the City of Louisbourg, on the Island of Cape 
Breton the 24 July 1745. 

P: WARREN 


WE “PEPPERELL, 
A Copy Cua: Brerr 


PAYMENT FOR HIRE OF BRIGANTINE SEAFLOWER. 


To the Honble General Assembly, to be held at Hart- 
ford.on the second Thursday of Instant May. 

Att the request of Mt Mathew Stewart of New London, 
I have carefuly examin’d my Accompts with the Colony for 
the Exped" to Cape Breton, & thereby find, that said Mr 
Stewart & Mr John Colfox rec only Two Months pay for 
the Hire of the Brigantine Seaflower comence yoth day of 
April 1745, & terminating the roth day of June folowing, 
pursuant to a Charter Party made by Hezekiah Huntington 
Esqr & G Saltonstall Comissarys, bearing date 12th April 
1745, which two Months hire was paid in the folowe Maner, 
Vizt 
itm Hezekiah Huntington Esqt p4 Mt Stewart £ 84 

Gurdon Saltonstall pa ditto 259 17 6 


343 17 6 
G Saltonstall p4 John Colfox 49 2 6 


4393 
24m G Saltonstall p¢ Mr Stewart 4343.17 6 


ditto p? J. Colfox 49 26 
4393 
I am Gent" Yr Most Obedt Servt 
G SALTONSTALL 
New Lonpon May 12th 1756 


JAMES WEST TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[J. West writes to Governor Fitch, May 13, 1756, inclos- 
ing a copy of the King’s warrant for paying the £115,000 
' granted to the American colonies, and stating that the 
allotted proportion has been shipped to him on board the 
Sterling Castle, Captain Cornish. Collections, I, 289. | 
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THE KING’S WARRANT. 


[On March 3, 1756, King George issued his warrant 
under his hand and signed by Hollis Newcastle, G. Lyttle- 
ton and H. Furnese, directing the payment by the Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury of the £115,000 granted to the four 
New England colonies, New York and New Jersey as a re- 
ward for their services, in the proportions therein named. 
Connecticut’s share was £26,000, and was, like the others 
to be paid through John Thomlinson and John Hanbury. 
Collections, 1. 290. | 


HENRY FOX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary Henry Fox writes to the Governor and Com- 
pany of Connecticut from Whitehall May 17, 1756, that a 
declaration of war by his Majesty against the French king 
has been signed, and will be published tomorrow; that a 
copy of the declaration is inclosed, and that it should be 
proclaimed in the Colony; that measures should be taken 
to prevent ammunition or stores being carried to the enemy, 
and that Letters of Marque to privateers will be granted as 
usual. Collectzons, I, 296. | 
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His Majesty’s DECLARATION OF WAR 
AGAINST THE FRENCH KING. 
GerorGE R. 

The unwarrantable proceedings of the French in the 
West Indies, and North America Since the Conclusion of 
the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle and the usurpations and 
Encroachments made by them upon Our Territories and the 
Settlements of Our Subjects in those parts particularly in 
Our Province of Nova Scotia have been so notorious, and 
so frequent that they cannot but be looked upon as a Suf- 
ficient Evidence of a formed Design and Resolution in that 
Court to pursue invariably Such Measures as should most 
Effectually promote their ambitious vices without any Re- 
gard to the most Solemn Treaties and Engagements. We 
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have not been wanting on our part to make from time to 
time the most Serious Representations to the French King 
upon these repeated Acts of Violence, and to,Endeavour to 
obtain redress and Satisfaction for the Injuries done to Our 
Sabjects and to prevent the like Causes of Complaint for 
the future: but though frequent assurances have been given 
that Every thing should be settled agreable to the Treaties 
Subsisting between the Two Crowns, and particularly that 
the Evacuation of the four Neutral Islands in the West 
Indies should be Effected (which was Expressly promised 
to Our Ambassador in France) the Execution of these assur- 
ances and of the Treaties on which they were founded has 
been Evaded under the most frivolous pretences; and the 
unjustifiable practices of the French Governors and of the 
Officers Acting under their.Authority were still carried on 
till at length in the Month of April one Thousand Seven 
hundred and fifty four they broke out in open Acts of Hos- 
tility when in time of profound peace without any Declara- 
tion of War and without any previous Notice given or 
Application made a Body of French Troops under the Com- 
mand of an officer bearing the French Kings Commission 
Attacked in a hostile manner and possessed themselves of 
the English Fort on the Ohio in North America. 

But notwithstanding this Act of Hostility which could 
not but be looked upon as a Commencement of War yet 
from our Earnest Desire of Peace and in hopes the Court of 
France would Disavow this Violence and Injustice we con- 
tented Ourselves with sending such a Force to America as 
was indispensably necessary for the immediate Defence and 
Protection of Our Subjects against fresh Attacks and In- 
sults. 

In the mean Time great Naval Armaments were pre- 
paring in the Ports of France, and a considerable Body of 
French Troops Embarked for North America; and though 
the French Ambassador was sent back to England with 
Specious professions of a Desire to accomodate these Differ- 
ences yet it appeared that their real Design was only to gain 
Time for the passage of those Troops to America which 
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they hoped would secure the Superiority of the French 
Forces in those parts, and Enable them to Carry their Am- 
bitious and oppressive Projects into Execution 

In these Circumstances we ‘could not but think it In- 
cumbant upon us to Endeavour to prevent the Success of 
so Dangerous a Design and to oppose the landing of the 
French Troops in America; and in Consequence of the Just 
and Necessary measures we had taken for that purpose the 
French Ambassador was immediately recalled from Our 
Court; the Fortifications at Dunkirk which had been repair- 
ing for some time were Enlarged; Great, Bodies of Troops 
marched Down to the Coast and Our Kingdoms were 
threatned with an Invasion. 

' In order to prevent the Execution of these Designs and 
to provide for the Security of Our Kingdoms which were 
thus threatned, we could no Longer forbare giving Orders 
for the Seizing at Sea the Ships of the French King and 
his Subjects. 

Notwithstanding which as we were still unwilling to 
give up all hopes that an Accommodation might be effected, 
we have Contented Ourselves hitherto with Detaining the 
said Ships and preserving them and (as far as was pos- 
sible) their Cargoes intire without proceeding to the Confis- 
cation of them but it being now Evident by the hostile 
Invasion actually made by the French King of Our Island 
of Minorca that it is the Determined Resolution of that 
Court to hearken to no Terms of Peace but to carry on the 
War which has been long begun on their part with the 
utmost Violence we can no longer remain, consistenly with 
what: we owe to Our own honour and to the welfare of Our 

“ Subjects within those Bounds which from a Desire of Peace 
we had hitherto observed. 

We have therefore thought proper to Declare War and 
we Do hereby Declare War against the French King who 
hath so unjustly begun it, relying on the help of Almighty 
God in Our Just undertaking and being assured of the 
hearty Concurrence and assistance of Our Subjects in Sup- 
port of so good a Cause hereby willing and requiring Our 
Captain General of Our Forces, Our Commissioners for Ex- 
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ecuting the office of Our high Admiral of Great Britain, Our 
Lieutenants of Our several Counties, Governors of Our 
Forts and Garrisons and all other officers and Souldiers 
under them by Sea and Land to Do and Execute all Acts of 
hostility in the prosectition of this War against the French 
King his Vassals and Subjects and to oppose their Attempts: 
Willing and requiring all Our Subjects to take Notice of the 
same whom we henceforth Strictly forbid to hold any Cor- 
respondence or Communication with the said French King 
or his Subjects. And We Do hereby Command Our own 
Subjects and advertise all other persons of what Nation 
soever not to transport or carry any Soldiers Arms Powder 
Ammunition or other Contraband Goods to any of the Ter- 
ritories Lands Plantations or Countries of the said French 
King; Declaring that whatsoever Ship or Vessel shall be 
met withal transporting or carrying any Soldiers arms Pow- 
der Ammunition or any other Contraband Goods to any of 
the Territories Lands Plantations or Countries of the said 
French King the same being taken shall be condemned as 
good and Lawful prize. 

And Whereas there are remaining in our Kingdom 
Divers of the Subjects of the French King We Do hereby 
Declare Our Royal Intention to be that all the French Sub- 
jects who shall Demean themselves Dutifully towards us, 
shall be safe in their Persons and Effects. 

Given at Our Court at Kensington the Seventeenth Day 
of May, 1756 in the twenty ninth Year of Our Reign 

God save the King 
[Indorsed] rec4 27th July 1756 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Lieutenant Governor Phips’ Letter to the Governments of 
Philadelphia and Connecticut. 
Boston 17 May 1756 
ne 
I observe by the publick Prints that the Government of 
New York have pass’d an Act to prevent the Exportation of 
15 
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Provisions to all the British Colonies excepting Nova Scotia 
unless upon application from the Governors of such Colonies 
as may want them. 

This Government depending upon the Southern Colo- 
nies for their Supplies of this Kind excepting such as are 
raised within the same, and application having been made to 
me upon this head I have advised with his Majesty’s Council 
who agree with me that it would be both reasonable and 
necessary to permit Vessells to clear with Provisions for this 
Province, as well for his Majesty’s service as for the Supply 
of the Inhabitants and (if any the like Ristrictions should 
take place in your Government) I would pray your 
to give orders for clearing the same accordingly. 


THOMAS FITCH TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 
Hartrorp 24th May 1756. 

Ser 

Having Received a Letter from Capt Proby Com- 
mander of his Majestys Ship of War the Syren acquainting 
me he is Come into New London for the Remainder of the 
Spanish Effects I Desire you to come to this Place as soon 
as Possible in order to Assist in preparing Matters to be 
Sent Home on this Occasion agreable to the Resolve of the 
Assembly in March and then with Major Woolcot to Repair 
to New London to finish that affair I hope you will be here 
soon as it will be best to Dispatch the Affair in so short 
Time that the Ship may not be Delaid. 

I am Sir your very 
Humble Servant 


THOS? 7FITCH 
Jon™ TRUMBLE Esq? 


[Indorsed] Letter from govr Fitch May 1756. 
To Go to New Londe To Capt Proby.* 


THOMAS FITCH TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 


; Hartrorp 27th May 1756, 
77 
Seeing we cannot be favoured with your Assistance in 
preparing the Spanish Case I Expect if you can by any 
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Means attend it you will be Ready to go with Mayor Wol- 
cott to New London who will call on you in a Day or two 
for that purpose Your Stay at New London will be so short 
that I presume you will not object and if after that the Cir- 
cumstances of your Family will permit shall be Extreamely 
Glad to See you here before the Court Rises and even as 
soon as may be, Wishing you and Family Health. I am Sir 


your 
very Humble Servant 


THOS PITCH 
P. S. I have Depended on the Linnen and made no 
other Supply and if you will Deliver it to Mr Jer. Miller to 
be sent to Norwalk ye first oppertunity it will be agreable to 
yts &c. Send or bring me the acct of it. 
Col. TRUMBLE 


THOMAS FITCH TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND 
ROGER WOLCOTT, JR. 
HarTFORD 29th May 1756 
Gentlemen 
You having been Appointed by the General Assembly 
I Desire you forthwith to Repair to New London and Wait 
on Charles Proby Esqt Commander of his Majestys Ship of 
War the Syren come into the Port of New London for the 
Remainder of the Effects of the Cargo of the St Joseph and 
St Helena and if you find any to Deliver the Same to him 
taking proper Receipts also after you have procured Dupli- 
cates of the Evidences herewith Sent you Seal them up and 
Deliver them to him with My Letter to be transmitted to 
the Secretary of State, and take a Proper oppertunity to 
acquaint the Capt with the Proceedings in these Affairs and 
to Shew the Justice of the Governments Conduct therein 
and Endavour to Satisfy him we have done all in our Power 
to put an End to it agreable to his Majestys Intention and 
the Just Expectation of the Court of Spain &c. 
Yrs &c 
THOP FUTCH 
To Jon™ TrRumBLe & Rocer Wotcort Jur Esqrs or to 
Either of them 
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THOMAS FITCH TO CHARLES PROBY. 


HARTFORD 29th May 1756 
Sir \ 

Having Made all proper Enquiry for a Remaining Part 
of the Spanish Effects belonging to the Snow St Joseph and 
St Helena cannot by any ways and Means obtain the Knowl- 
edge of any Part yet Remaining in this Colony, shall not 
therefore be able to put any on Board your Ship I should be 
Extreamly glad to Recover every Penny worth that has 
been either Stolen Lost or Embezelled but as the most 
Effectual Care and Pains had been taken before the arrival 
of Capt Whitwell in the Tryton Man of War and while he 
Tarried at New London to Recover the Effects and to put 
them into the Possession of the Spanish Agent for the Use 
of the proprietors all which was then Done with the most 
Exact Integrity Nothing has been found Since, I have 
therefore for the Satisfaction of his Majestys Secretary of 
State and the owners in Spain transmitted to you the Evi- 
dences and Depositions Relating to those affairs which I 
Desire you will be so good as to Deliver with My Letter, I 
have been informed four Chests of Money were carryed to 
New York where it is probable they now are and if it was in 
my Power should gladly embrace this oppertunity to put 
them on Board your Ship, but for them Application must be 
Made to the Authority of that Government if to Any, I 
have Directed Jonathan Trumble and Roger Wolcott Junr 
Esq's to wait on you with this and the Other Papers who 
‘ will be able to give a more Particular Account of this whole 
Affair to which I beg leave to Refer you These Gentlemen 
are of Established Charecters and Reputation whose Ac- 
counts may be Relyed on I have Inclosed the Letter you Sent 
me and only add that wishing you a Safe Return am with 

my ‘best Respects your most 
obedient Humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 
CHARLES Prosy Esqr 
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THOMAS FITCH TO HENRY FOX. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch writes from Hartford May 29, 
1756, to Secretary Henry Fox, a long letter in relation to 
the affair of the Spanish ship St. Joseph and St. Helena and 
her cargo, going over the acts of the colonial and the Royal 
officials, and explaining and justifying all that had been done 
by them, as well as describing the actions of the officers of 
the ship. In this document as printed, page 299, fourth line 
from top of page, for ‘‘trover” read ‘‘Favour.” Collections, 
E267-] 


THOMAS FITCH’S STATE OF THE CASE OF THE 
SPANISH SHIP. * 

A State of the Case in Controversy about the Spanish 
Snow St Joseph and St Helena and her Cargo 

In Novt 1752 the Snow came to the mouth of New Lon- 
don Harbour and soon after run upon a Reif of Rocks and 
her Cargo was Landed 

In December I Came to New London to Enquire into 
the Lawfullness of her Entering the port of New London 
and landing the Cargo and to Give proper order about it: 
upon Examination I found that She Came into the Harbour 
by Distress and had Lawfully Landed her Cargo 

I then Gave order to the Collector of Customes to 
Secure the Cargo Safely in his Custody for the owners Who 
Returned me his Certificate that he had the Keys of all the 
Stores Dect rrth 

I then called three Ships Carpenters to Examine the 
Snow whither She was fitt to put to Sea who returned Me 
Certificate that She was not fit to put to Sea and Could not 
be Repaired for the profit of the owners Decr r4th 

I then appointed Gurdon Saltonstall Esqt to Charter a 
Vessell to the officers for their Voyage to Spain and ordered 
the Collector to Keep the Goods Safely for the owners till 


*This document is undoubtedly ‘‘The Evidences” prepared by Governor 
Fitch and forwarded to ‘his Majesty’s Secretary of State” by the hand of Charles 
Proby, Captain of the ship of war “The Syren” which was in New London harbor 
in May, 1756. 
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they were Shipt and that they Should be Delivered to the 
officials of the Snow when the Salvage and Costs were paid 

N: B: Ithen Expected the Company and Cargo would 
have been upon their Voyage to‘Spain within one Month at 
farthest. 

On Decem»r 26th Judge Morris from New York made a 
Decree in the Court of Vice Admiralty that Capt Simson 
Should recover 23000 pieces of Eight out of the Cargo for 
Salvage which has Since been Levyed 

N: B: Don Joseph Miguel de St Juan Supercargo and 
Director of the Snow did not improve the orders I had Given 
to pay the Salvage and Costs take a Charter of a Vessell for 
his return and for him to receive and Ship the Cargo but 
dismist his Men and Went to New York 

On the 218tof March 1753 the Supercargo presented me 
with his Petition Shewing that he had appointed Messrs 
Henry Cuyler Junt and Henry Lane of New York his 
Agents and Praying me to appoint them my agents to Char- 
ter him a Vessell and to receive and Ship the Cargo on Board 
which by advice of Council was Denyed 

N BI had before appointed Cole Saltonstall my agent 
to Charter him a Vessell and now offered to Remove him if 
he made any objection against him but he made none and 
I had in December before Given orders for the Mercht to 
Receive the Cargo by Which Either by himself or his 
agents he might act 

On the 23% of aprill Messts Cuyler and Lane by Mr 
Samuel Felch Informed Me that the Collector would not 
Deliver them the Cargo and moved me to Grant them a 
writ of Replevin to put the Cargo into their hands which I 
promised to do upon their bringing me Evidence that the 
Collector would not deliver them the Cargo and Bail for 
Prosecution. 

N B: Neither the merchant nor his agents came for 
this writ but went to New York 

on the 2oth of June I was Served with the Merchants 
Declaration and protest wherein he averred that the Gover- 
nour Refused to Suffer his agents to act for him and had 
absolutely Refused to Grant them a Replevin of the Cargo 
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N B: In this Declaration he hath Said that I offerred 
them a Replevin which was an allowing his agents to act 
and has declared upon no one fact wherein I hindred them 
from acting for him 

on the 224 of august Capt John Smith Informed me that 
the Merchant had Chartered the Ship Nebuchadnezzer of 
Lane and Cuyler for his Voyage to Spain he also brought 
me a Letter from the Merchant dated august the 2oth where- 
in he Desired me to appoint him to Receive the Cargo of 
the Collector and Ship it on Board I then Took Capt Smiths 
Affidavit that the Ship was well provided and Sufficient for 
the Voyage and by him sent a Letter to the merchant 
wherein was incerted a Confirmation of his Chartering of 
the Ship and an order from me that Mt Lane his agent is 
appointed to Receive the Cargo of the Collector And Ship it 
on Board Which Letter was Sealled up and Directed to the 
Merchant 

N: B: It isneitherLaw nor Custom in any of the ports 
belonging to the Crown of Great brittain or that of Spain in 
Like Cases that the Governour is obliged to apoint the for- 
Treigner or any man at his Choice to be the Governours 
Agent 

That the Governour Cannot be taxed with Dealing 
hardly with a forreigner when he appoints the Same man to 
be his agent that the forreigner had before appointed his 
own Agent for the Same purpose 

That I had before appointed the merchant te Receive 
the Cargo and there could be no need to repeat it 

That this order being incerted in a Letter to the Mer- 
chant Sealed up and Directed to him Could be no other than 
an offer to Joyn my Agency with his in the Person of Mr 
Lane Which he might use or not as he Pleased and Mr Lane 
Could not Lawfully See it or Act upon it but only from by 
or under the Merchant 

On the 30th of August I met with the Merchant in 
Windsor in the Evening he Shewed me my Letter to him of 
the 224 and told me he had not Sent to me for an order to 
Mr Lane and that he had not Shewed that Order to Mt Lane 
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and Desired I would Grant an order to himself I Told him 
it was all one to me but I thought it would be most agree- 
able to him to have the order to Mt Lane. While we were 
Discoursing there came a post to the Merchant Informing 
him that Mt Lane was Receiving and Shiping the Cargo 
this broke up the Conference for that night 

The next Day he met me at my house where I Shewed 
him his Petition to me of march 21St Desiring me to Give 
this Power to his agent he Said his Interpreter had not used 
him well and Desired me to Send an order to the Collector 
to Stop the putting any more on Board and to Stop the Ship 
which according to his Request was done and I Sent an 
Order to the Collector by him for that Purpose 

N: B: The merchant never Delivering the order to Mr 
Lane he Could not nor Did not act by it but only from his 
- agency from the Merchant 

On Sept 6th I Sent an order to the Merchant to Sell the 
Snow and to hasten forward on his Voyage. I then Re- 
peated to him my order of December 1752 to Receive the 
Cargo 

on Sept 13th I wrote to him again Isisting that he Should 
Speedily Proceed on his Voyage 

In october the Merchant Preferred his Petition to the 
General Assembly Shewing his Case and Praying they would 
order the Collector to Take into his Custody the Cargo that 
was Shipt and Keep it at his own Charge and Risque or if 
the Government would take into their Custody it Should be 
at their Cost and Risque this the Assembly Denyed but 
ordered the Governour to Give him Protection 

N B: The assembly could not oblige the Collector to 
Take the Cargo into his Custody after he had Delivered 
them to the merchants agent Nor were they obliged to Re- 
ceive and Secure the Cargo at their own Cost and Risque. 
To Give him Procection was all required of them by the 
Law of Nature and Nations and this was Granted 

On the 224 of December I offered the merchant my 
Protection 
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On the 31st of December he wrote me a Letter in the 
Spanish Language the Substance of which as it was inter- 
preted to me by Joseph Marquez his Interpreter was 

That he had Petitioned to the assembly to order the 
Collector to take and Secure that part of the Cargo that was 
Shipt at his own Charge and Risque or if the Government 
would take it into their hands at their own Charge and Ris- 
que which was not Granted 

That I had Given an order to Mt Lane to Receive and 
Ship the Cargo Contrary to his request 

That he protested against the Colony Myself and the 
Collector for all his delays and Damages and Declared he 
would Sit Still till he had farther order from Spain and then 
Proceed 

NB: By this he has abandoned his Cargo to the 
utmost Ruin and Expects all Shall be paid by the Colony 
Myself and the Collector 

A True Copy Examined 
[Indorsed] State of the Case 


REPORT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY ABOUT SPANISH SHIP. 


To the Honble General Assembly of The Colony of Con- 
necticutt Now Setting in New Haven. 

We The Subscribers being Directed by his Honour The 
Governour in May last to repair to New London, and Col- 
lect Evidences Relating to the Spanish Snow, called St 
Joseph and St Helena, which came There in Novt 1752 In 
Distress and Report Thereon To This Assembly, Take 
Leave To Report. 

That in Conformity thereto, We repaired to Said New 
London & Obtained The Depositions of Cole Gurdon Salton- 
stall, Messts Andw Mckenzie, Joseph Chew, Robert Sloan, 
& John Simson all of S4 New London, who were Acquainted 
with the Most Material Transactions in Said Case, & The 
Depositions of Sundry Others who knew some particular 
Transaction Therein. Who were all Sworn before proper 
Authority, & Their Depositions now prepared for The Honble 
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Assembly to be Used as shall be Judged Needfull, and By 
Said Depositions ’tis Shewn. 

That The said Spanish Snow St Joseph & St Helena 
with a rich Cargo on, Comanded‘by Don Chrestopher Ura- 
nage Captain, Don Dominge Jerondo, Second Captain and 
Don Joseph Miguel de St Juan Super Cargo, On the 12th 
day of Novemt 1752, On The High Seas in Lat. 30° North & 
Longitude 72° West From London, being Then in Distress, 
was Spied & come up with, By The Brigantine Susanna, 
comanded by John Simson; Who Assisted The Said Snow; 
and Brought her into New London; where The Said Brig: 
and Snow arrived on The 24th Novemrt 1752 And After The 
Misfortune of The Snow’s runing On A Rief of Rock, & 
much Difficulty to Save The Snow & Cargo, The Same was 
bro’t To a Wharf in Said New London & her Cargo Taken 
Out partly while Lying on S¢ Reif, & partly after S4 Snow 
was bro’t To The Wharf, the same was Deposited in Sev- 
eral Warehouses & stores in S4 New London 

That The Honble Roger Wolcott Esqt Governour in 
Decemt 1752 Went to Said New London & Inquired into 
The Lawfulness of 54 Snow’s Entring the Port of New 
London & Landing her Cargo There, & To give proper 
Orders in The Case, and Upon his Enquiry found That She 
Came into The Harbour by Distress, had lawfully landed 
her Cargo, and Thereupon he gave Orders To The Col- 
lector of his Majesty’s Customs to Take The Cargo & Effects 
of S¢ Snow into his Safe Custody, Web was done accord- 
ingly, and he further Ordered an Inventory to be taken of 
The S4¢ Snow’s Cargo, which was also done, and The Same 
Appears in the Deposition of Joseph Chew, page 3d, and 
On The 18th of Decemt 1752 The Governour Appointed 
Gurdon Saltonstall Esq Agent, To Supply The Spanish 
Officers & Men with all Necessaries, & To Refit The Snow 
St Joseph & St Helena Or To Charter another vessel (if 
needed) for The Safe Conduct of The Spanish people & 
Their goods & Effects to Spain. 

That Decemr rgth 1752 Lewis Morris Esq Judge of Vice 
Admiralty Entred into The Consideration of a Bill filed 
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against S4 Snow by The Afore Named John Simson for 
Salvage &c, and on The 26th day of S4 Decemr Three Ship 
Carpenters were Ordered by Said Court of Vice Admiralty, 
To Examine The Said Snow and report Whether She was 
fitt To put to sea again Who reported They found her so 
rotten & Worm Eaten As to render uncapable of being 
Repaired to the advantage of The Owners. 

That on The 30th Dect 1752 The Sd Judge of Vice 
Admiralty decreed That Said Simson should have paid him 
for Salvage of S4 Snow & Cargo The sum of 23000 pieces of 
Eight & Costs, As Appears by The Decree. 

That On The 22"4 January 1753 By order of Joseph 
Hull Esqrt his Majesty’s Collector, Col! Saltonstall Delivered 
Don Joseph The Super Cargo, Six Chests of Silver to pay 
off the Spanish Seamen. 

That On The 2zoth february 1753, By an Order from 
Said Collector fourteen Chests of Silver was Delivered To 
The Spanish Officers To Satisfy The Judgment of S4 Court 
of Vice Admiralty. 

That by another Order of S4 Collector dated 20th August 
1753 Six Chest of Silver was Delivered S4 Don Joseph Super 
Cargo. 

That On The 27, 29, & 30th of August 1753, By order 
of Said Collector, There was Delivered To Henry Lane 
Agent & Attorney appointed by Said Don Joseph 13 Chests 
Silver 1 Chest Gold, & other Merchandize from That & 
Several Other Warehouses & Stores; and That Said Lane 
put five Chests of The Silver On Board A ship called 
Nebucadnezer & Sent The Remainder of The Silver (Save 
what was used to pay Charges) to New York, That he found 
The Chest Said To Contain The Gold, to be full with only 
Stones & Dirt, which Gold & Silver That was in Said Chest 
was afterwards found To be stolen & feloniously Taken 
Away, by Sundry persons Who were Thereof Convicted ; 
That he putt part of The Spanish Goods & Effects on Board 
Said Ship Nebucadnezer Which was chartered (as is Said) 
for The purpose of Transporting The Same To Spain; and 
Then Said Lane Went off from New London. 
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That Frequent Thefts have been Comitted at sundry 
Times, Since Said Goods have been shipped On board The 
Nebucadnezer, both out of S4 Ship and out of The Ware- 
houses And That Daniel Coit‘* Pygan Adams Esq's did 
Offer To Said Don Joseph Their Aid & Assistance To find 
out & Detect, And bring to punishment The Villains who 
had been Guilt of Such Theft, but he Utterly refused To 
Do any Thing about it. 

That upon Information of The Grand Jurors for The 
County of New London, The County Court There Exam- 
ined and Tried Several persons, & found Them Guilt, Some 
of Stealing The Gold & Silver out of The Chest said To 
Contain The Gold, and others of Sundry other Things All 
Which Appears by The Records of The Said County Court. 

And Upon The Whole it Appears to us That The Trans- 
actions on the Part of The Part of The Governour & of The 
Colony are Such, That We cannot Apprehend Any Danger, 
of The Colony being Hurt or Injured by The Loss & Dam- 
ages Sustained by Any of The Transactions Thereon: That 
The Proceedings of Said Super Cargo, hath been very 
Extraordinary in many Instances, and The Loss & Dam- 
ages are principally Occasion by his own Misconduct, 
Which will Easily Appear by the Evidences, To Which 
Your Honour’s are referred 

By your most Obedient Hum! Servants 
JONTH TRUMBLE 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. ~ 


The Committee appointed to consider and Report on 
the Subject matter of two Letters to his Honour y® Governr 
from their Excellencies Gen! Shirley & St Charles Hardy 

In Obedience to said Appointment Report our Opinion 
vizt 

That no Provisions be permitted to be Exported from 
this Colony to the Eastward of Halifax or to y® Southward 
of New York for the Space of three Months to Commence 
from the Day of May Instant unless the Neighbour- 
ing Governments or Some of them decline to pass Laws to 
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the same purpose and in Such case that it be left wt his 
Honour the Governour to discharge and take off the Em- 
bargo if he shall think it best. 

That his Honour be desired to inform the Respective 
Governours of the Massachusets Bay New Hampshire & 
Rhode Island that this Government is willing to Supply 
them Provisions provided that they pass Laws to prohibit 
the Exportation as above proposed which if they decline 
that it be left discretionary with the Governour to restrict 
the Exportation to any Such Government if his Honour 
judge it Expedient. : 

That an Act of this Assembly be made and passed for 
the well Governing and Disciplining the Forces of this 
Government to Serve in the Expedition against Crown 
point &c by Court Martials to be Constituted of proper offi- 
cers of the Provincial Forces 

That in Regard to the Light Horse proposed to be raisd 
by Gen! Shirley we cannot find it will be adventagious to 
the Expedition to raise them here at this time 

Signd 4 order 
R: WOLCOTT J® 
In the upper House 
The foregoing Report of the Comtee is accepted and 
approved, with alteration in that the Words New Jer- 
sey, be instead of New York in the 8th Line from the 
Top, and exclusive of the Parragraph beginning, thus, 
‘‘unless the neighbouring Governments &c” to the 
End of it. 
Test Grorce Wyttiys Secret 
In ye Lower House 
Concurr4 with the Vote of ye upper House in Ac- 
cepting this Report with ye Addition of ye Words [or 
Neat Cattle] to be Inserted next after ye words Pro- 
visions in y® first Line of ye first paragraph 
Test E Cuauncey Clerk 

The addition voted by the lower House concerning neat 

Cattle Dissented to in the upper House 
Test Grorce WyLtys Secret 
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In ye Lower House 
Reconsideré and Concurr4 with ye Vote of ye upper 
House concerning Neat Cattle 
Test E Cuauncey Clerk 
|Indorsed| Comtees Report on Matters referr4 to Gov's 
Shirley & Hardy’s Letters May 1756 plh puh 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 


| The General Assembly at its May 1756 session desired 
Governor Thomas Fitch to inform the governor of Massa- 
chusetts Bay that Connecticut was willing to supply that 
colony with provisions, provided they pass laws to prohibit 
for three months the exportation of provisions to the east- 
ward of Halifax or to the southward of New Jersey; which 
if they the decline, the exportation to them is left to the dis- 
cretion of Governor Fitch. See Report of Committee of 
General Assembly, May 1756. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO BENNING WENTWORTH. 


|The General Assembly at its May 1756 session desired 
Governor Thomas Fitch to inform the governor of New 
Hampshire that Connecticut was willing to supply that 
colony with provisions, provided they pass laws to prohibit 
for three months the exportation of provisions to the east- 
ward of Halifax or to the southward of New Jersey; which 
if they decline, the exportation to them is left to the discre- 
tion of Governor Fitch. See Report of Committee of Gen- 
eral. Assembly, May 1756. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 


[The General Assembly at its May 1756 session desired 
Governor Thomas Fitch to inform the governor of Rhode 
Island that Connecticut was willing to supply that colony 
with provisions, provided they pass laws to prohibit for 
three months the exportation of provisions to the eastward 
of Halifax or to the southward of New Jersey; which in case 
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they decline, the exportation to them is left to the discretion 
of Governor Fitch. See Report of Committee of General 
Assembly, May 1756. | 


THOMAS SKINNER TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 


COLCHESTER June 5. 1756 
To the Hon*! Cole Jonathan Trumble 
Fon Str : 

A number of Lemuel Storrs nearest neighbours, 
and my parishioners having given him a few Lines from 
under their Hands, Signifying that they knew him to be an 
Infirm and weakly man, unable to endure any hard Service, 
or to go Through wett or cold without Injury and that they 
apprehend that he is not able to endure the hardships of a 
Campaign. Also that the Circumstances of his family is dif- 
ficult, his wife weakly, having a number of Small children 
and remote from neighbours and that he collector of our 
Ministers Rate this Year not yet Gathered, which according 
to my best Knowledge of S4 Storrs case and circumstances 
is a just representation. 

THOS SKINNER 
P. S. Sir, presume that his being collector, for the 
present year, and my Salary being now due according to 
vote, will have its due consideration. 
Des 
wrote in haste 
[Indorsed] Certificates concern Lemuel Storrs 1756 


HENRY FOX TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL 18th of June 1756 
Gentlemen 
I am commanded to Signify to you the Kings Pleasure, 
that in Case any of the Commanders of his Majesty’s Ships 
shall have Occasion to apply to you To set on Shore in the 
Colony under Your Government any French Prisoners, you 
should receive and treat them in the same manner as was 
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practised During the last War or in such other manner as 
you shall think most Conducive to his Majesty’s Service. 
I am Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient 
humble Servant 


H. FOX 
Govt & Company of Connecticut 


[ Indorsed| rect roth September 1756 


JOHN LAW TO RICHARD LAW. 
Noe 2. 
ALBANY June 25‘) 1756 
Brother Dick 

I rect a Letter from Jn° Livingston forwarded by M* 
Elisha Whitlesey from new Haven, desire you would get 
What Money Mt Hilhouse has collected and change it into 
York (giving him a Receipt) & send to Mr Livingston, after 
having sent me ten pounds mentioned yesterdays Letter 
the Ballances due to him is 41 £. 

Indians are very plenty here, some Seen every day or 
two. Martial Blood runs warm in our Veins, our night 
caps are all safe yet, we heare fort De Cain is taken by the 
flat Heads directed by Washington. Acquaintance in- 
creases, keep in with old Trojans & men of the Cabinet. 

Duty, Love, & Service 
from Yours 
JNO LAW 
N. B. I shall number my Letters this 24 to you as a 
top 
JNO LAW 
[Superscribed] To Mt Ricwarp Law att Milford Connecti- 
cut July 6th 1756 Receiv’d and Forwarded by Your 
humble Servant ANDREW 


THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 
[In a letter dated Norwalk, June 29, 1756, from Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch to the Commissioners for Trade and 
Plantations, he incloses a list of the shipping in the Colony, 
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also printed copies of the laws passed since the book of 
statute laws was sent five or six years before; states that 
the 2,500 men which he had previously reported the Colony 
had voted to raise were now raised and had marched;, that 
the reason for raising this number, double the quota assign- 
ed for the Colony, was the fear that the Southern colonies 
would not raise their quotas, for which reason the New 
England colonies and New York had undertaken to raise 
double the number assigned to them; but that the number 
yet raised falls considerably short of this, so that an undue 
proportion of the burden falls on the Colony. The dupli- 
cate of this letter in the Public Record Office is indorsed 
‘Received Augst 7 Read Octt 8. 1756.” Collections, I, 301.] 


LIST OF CONNECTICUT SHIPS. 


A List of all Ships and Vessels belonging to the Colony 
of Connecticut in New England 


Vessels Names. Tons. Men. Vessels Names. Tons. Men. 
Sloop Mabel, 35 5 Sloop George, 60 6 
Brigantine Dalphin, 55 8 Sloop Dove, 45 8 
Schooner Neptune, 80 6 Schooner Success, 50 5 
Sloop Sarah, 20 4 Snow Fox, 50 8 
Sloop Africa, 70 | Sloop Speedwell, 35 5 
Sloop Dove, 25 6 Sloop Dolphin, 40 5 
Rebeckah, (Sloop) 20 6 Schooner Despatch, 20 5 
Schooner Dispatch, 20 6 Sloop Suckey, 40 6 
Ship Lion, go 10 Snow Leopard, go 4 
Sloop Sally, 15 4 BrigantineBranford, 70 7 
Sloop Dolphin, 40 6 Sloop Neptune, 25 5 
Brigantine Molly, 80 8 Sloop Sparrow, 40 6 
Sloop Diamond, 25 4 Snow Lark, 83 8 
Sloop Sea-Flower, 50 5 Sloop Abigail, 30 6 
Sloop Polly, 25 C Sloop Lucy, 32 6 
Sloop Marian, 40 5 Sloop Dolphin, 50 6 
Sloop Tryal, 32 r Brigantine Factor, 80 7 
BrigantineNeptune, 4o 6 Sloop Betsey, 40 5 
Schooner Lucy, 65 5 Schooner Rebeckah, 50 4 


16 
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Schooner Content, 55 5 Sloop Willoughby- 








Schooner Two Bay, 30 6 
Bachelors, 35 4 Sloop Friendship, 30 3 
Sloop Alice 40 6 ‘Sloop Rebecca and 
Sloop John and Bridget, 40 7 
Mary, 35 6 Sloop Pearl, 40 6 
Sloop Polly, 40 6 Sloop Friendship, 60 6 
Sloop Molly, 30 5 Schooner Dolphin, 40 4 
Sloop Molly, 40 4 BrigantineMermaid,60 8 
Sloop Prosperity, 40 6 Sloop Dolphin, 30 5 
Sloop Bachelor, 40 5 Brigantine Antonie, 75 6 
Sloop Lilly, 40 6 Schooner Milford, 22 4 
Sloop Olive, 50 5 SchoonerAdventure,50 7 
Schooner Success, 55 6 Sloop Ruby, 30 6 
Sloop Mary, 20 5 Sloop Ranger, 20 4 
Sloop Nubby, 40 4 Sloop Dove, 35 6 
Sloop Sarah, a 4 Sloop Diamond, 50 4 
Sloop Ranger, 50 4 Sloop Eagle, 20 4 
Sloop Diana, 48 6 Schooner Chelsey, 40 6 
Sloop Good King, 40 5 
Sloop Susanna, 35 is 3102 415 


Total number, 74, 
Custom House, New London, 3d May, 1756. 
The above list is hereby certified 
From Jos. Hutt, Coll’r 
J. Mitier, N. Off’r 


DEPOSITION OF TRUMBLE AND WOLCOTT.* 


Jonathan Trumble & Roger Wolcott Junt Esqrs Two 
Assistants of his Majesty’s Colony of Connecticutt, Specially 
Appointed & Impowered by the Govt & Council of Sd Col- 
ony, To Repair to New London, To Give all possible Aid 
& Assistance in Embarking the Cargo & Effects belonging 
to The St Joseph & St Helena, a Spanish Register Snow, 
Which came into The Port of New London In Distress 





*A draft of this deposition, differing somewhat in wording from this one, is 
found in the Fitch Papers, No. 25. 
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Sometime in the Month of Novemr 1752; & likewise in the 
Recovery of Such part Thereof as may have been plundered 
& Embezzled, & in the Discovery & Punishment of The 
Offenders, & To Use Their Utmost Endeavour & The 
Proper Authority of Government to put The Spanish Agent 
Into The Imediate Possession of Every part of Said Cargo 
that possibly can be recovered for The Use of the Proprie- 
tors Thereof Do Declare & Depose as follows viz — 

That In persuance of the Orders & Instructions to them 
Given The Deponents did on The Third Day of December 
A D 1754 Repair To S¢ New London, To Aid & Assist in 
S¢ Affair & Informed thereof to Don Jos. Miguel De St 
Juan, Super Cargo, & Director of S4 Snow & Agent for the 
S4 Proprietors and Caused His Honor The Govrs Declara- 
tion & Order To be published, requiring all & Every person 
in whose Care Custody, or possession any part of S¢ Cargo 
is or shall be found, Imediately & forthwith, to Deliver up 
all & Every part or parcell Thereof in their Care & Custody 
into the Imediate possession of the Spanish Agent, for The 
Use of The Proprietors thereof; And Did Also Deliver To 
The King’s Attorney for The Court of New London His 
Honor The Governour’s Warrant, Requiring & Directing 
him to Make The Most Diligent search and Enquiry after 
all Embezzlements, Thefts & plunderings of s¢ Cargo, & 
the Offenders Therein & bring them to condign Punishment 
Therefor, and recover what Possibly can be recovered for 
the Proprietors afore Said to be delivered to them or their 
Order. And further Directing all Magistrates, Justices of 
The Peace & other Officers to be aiding & Assisting in 
making Such Search & Discovery, that all possible Justice 
might be done to said Proprietors. That The Deponents, 
did Accordingly Assist & Advise The S4 King’s Attorney, 
in Searching & Enquiring after all Embezzlements Thefts 
& Plundering of S4 Cargo & The Offenders Therein; and 
The Deponents further Say That They found Preparations 
had been before Made against Such Ofenders as were dis- 
covered, which appears by the Records of the proceedings 
had Therein; And That The Authority of Government had 
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been Used with The Utmost Care & Vigilance in Securing 
& Protecting said Cargo; and That The Unreasonable Delay 
in getting the Said Effects To The Proprietors of Them in 
Spain was owing to The Spanish Merchant, or Agent here 
with Them, and not To any forcible or Illegal Detainer; 
and That At all Times the S4 agent had ‘The Necessary Pro- 
tection of Government, & frequent offers made by Gentle- 
men in Authority to Afford him Assistance, in Detecting & 
punishing Such as had been Guilty of any Embezzlments, 
Thefts, and Plundering of S4 Cargo, but he had declined & 
Neglected to Accept their Assistance Or So much as to bring 
forward any Prosecution against such offenders. It further 
Appeared to The Deponents That The Ship Nebucadnezer, 
had been long before Chartered by his The S4 Agents Attor- 
neys Messs Henry Lane Junt & Henry Cuyler both of New 
York, Merchants, To Carry home to Spain The S4 Effects 
and That As Attorney to him the S¢ Agent Mt Henry Lane 
Junrt had been at New London, and had received & shipped 
considerable part of S4 Cargo on Board The S4 Ship Nebu- 
cadnezer; after Which The Embezzlements, Thefts & 
Plundering complained of, was mostly Comitted & Done; 
The Deponents Further Declare That with The Sa Agent 
Don Jos. Miguel De St Juan, They Apply’d To Jos Hull 
Esqt His Majestys Collector of The Customs at The Port of 
New London, by whom The S¢ Cargo had been Secured, 
Who Told us That he Supposed he had Delivered The Same 
to The S¢ Agent, & to his Attorney Mr Lane afore s4 & had 
Not afterwards any further Charge of Them; That There- 
upon The Deponents, moved Mr Collector Hull to go & 
Deliver The S¢ Effects from the stores in Which They were 
Secured & Lodged, To The S4 Agent of Sa Proprietors, and 
Accordingly The S4 Collector Appointed Messrs Benja 
Alford, Nath! Leechmere & Joseph Chew all of Sa New 
Lond to Take Account of S¢ Cargo, As The Same was 
Laden on Board Said Ship who were Approved off, But by 
the Deponents & Said Agent, and The Sa Alford, Leech- 
mere, & Chew with The S4 Agent, Attended The Delivery & 
Taking The Account of The Effects, as They were Taken & 
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Laden On Board The S4 Ship Nebucadnezer; and The De- 
ponents Attended The Affair and Made The most Diligent 
Search and Enquiry, After Such of The S¢ Effects as had 
been Embezzled, stolen or plundered, & used The Best 
Ways & means In Their Power for the well Ordering of S4 
Affair & gave the utmost Aid & Assistance in Embarking 
Said Cargo, which w* was not fully Accomplished untill The 
8th day of January following, During Which Time The S¢ 
Agent Expressed his full Approbation & Satisfaction In the’ 
conduct & Proceedings of the Deponents and Desired their 
Continuation & Approbation of Accounts bro’t in by Any 
Person or Persons against The Owners & Proprietors of S¢ 
Cargo, & Their Agent, and shewed his great Reliance on 
The Deponents, and Thankfully Expressed The Favour & 
Justice he had by their means Received in the Transaction 
of the Affair & The Embarkation of S4 Effects and he De- 
livered a Writting Showing his Approbation. That part 
Thereof Wrote in the Spanish Language done by himself & 
The whole Signed with his Own hand In The Words 
following 

He also Made The Following Account done by himself 
& signed with his Own Hand, as follows viz Both of which 
Original Writtings are now in the Possession & Keeping of 
The Deponents. The Deponents further Declare That it 
Appeared To Them That Six Chests of The Money was 
delivered To The afores4 Agent Don Joseph Miguel De St 
Juan, and was Improved by him To pay The Officers & 
Seamen Belonging to The S4 Snow St Jos & St Helena & 
14 Chests were delivered To Domingo Sorondo, Attorney 
to S4 St Juan, weh was Used To pay The Decree of ye Court 
of Vice Admiralty for Salvage & Costs & Six Chests more 
were delivered to S4 Agent Dn Jos Miguel De St Juan & 
by him used on the same occasion That The Remaining 
Thirteen Chests & One Chest of Gold were delivered To 
The S4 Agents Attorney Mr Lane afores¢ Who paid off The 
Demands of Mr Collector Hull, & Such others as by him 
were Accounted Just That with some Or Other of This 
Money The Ship Nebudcadnezer was Chartered and That 
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Mr Lane carried off To New York four Chests of Silver, 
and put five Chests On Board The S4 Ship Nebudcadnezer; 
Which S4 Five Chests were Embezzled, during The Time 
That Joseph Smith was Master Of St Nebucadnezer. That 
927 Dollars found In The 274 Mates Chest was all yt could 
be Recovered of S¢ Five Chests, And It appears That Said 
Chest of Gold was Plundered & The Gold Taken.out of it, 
while it was in the Store, of which only Thirty Doubleloons 
were recovered. That process was had against sundry per- 
sons for $4 Thefts & plunderings. That of The Indigo 18 
Seroons was by S¢ Mr Lane d4 To Mr McKenzie for his 
Account & That by The Inventory Made of the Spanish 
Cargo as it was Made at New Lond? Dect 12. 1752. There 
did not Appear to be more than 549 Seroons, wc) is 13 
Seroons Short of what The Super Cargo & Director said 
There was on Board s¢ snow & That Prosecutions were 
made of all Such persons as were suspected To have been 
Guilty of Any Thefts or Plunderings Thereof. That out 
of The 927 dollars aforest The Acct Allowed by The De- 
ponents Amounting to the sum of was paid. 

The Deponents further Declare That On The Begin- 
ning of June 1756 They Attended on Charles Proby Esq 
Comander ofhis Majesty’s Ship of War The Syren Who 
came into the Port of New London for The Remainder of 
The Effects of The Said St Jos & St Helena & not finding 
any more to Deliver to him, They could not Deliver any 
but That They Then Delivered him a Letter from The 
Honble Tho Fitch Esqt Govt of ye Colony of Connecticutt; 
with The Evidences That Then had been Taken relating 
To This Affair concerning The S4 Snow St Joseph & St 
Helena, To be Transmitted To his Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, by The Sd Cha Proby Esqr 


THE KING TO THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[George R. under his hand and the royal seal sends to 
the Governor and Company of Connecticut additional in- 
structions from Kensington, July 5, 1756. After reference 
to his declaration of war against the French King, he directs . 
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that measures be taken to hinder all correspondence from 
the Colony with subjects of the French King, and to pre- 
vent the supplying of the enemy with provisions or warlike 
stores from the Colony. Collections, 1. 303. | 


SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON TO JAMES ABERCROMBIE. 
Fort Jounson, 12th July, 1756. 
Sere 

Last night I concluded all matters with the king, or 
head of the Shawanese, and with the king or head of the 
Delaware Indians, who live on the Susquehanna; the former 
at Wyoming, the latter at leaogo. 

The Shawanese chief declares that none of his people 
were concerned in any of the hostilities committed on the 
frontiers of the southern provinces; that they have strictly 
adhered to their treaties and engagements with the English, 
and are determined to continue acting upon the same prin- 
ciples. 

The Delaware chief has confessed that some of his peo- 
ple, deluded by the French and the Indians in their interest, 
did join with them in their late hostilities and depredations, 
on the frontiers of the said governments; that they have 
seen their error, laid down the axe, and do repent of their 
past misconduct; will, for the future, govern themselves by 
the example of their uncle, the Six Nations; and in con- 
junction with them, will take up and use the hatchet against 
the French, and all their adherents. This, he ratified in the 
most public and solemn manner, before the deputies of the 
Six Nations, who were present; and engaged that all the 
English prisoners, who had fallen to the share of his people, 
should be forthwith delivered up. 

I presented the war belt, which was accepted by both 
these chiefs, who sung the war song (which is a sacred en- 
gagement amongst the Indians), with singular zeal and 
warmth. 

I think it proper to lose no time in acquainting Your 
Excellency with the happy issue of this important affair, in 
which I have been successful beyond my expectations, 
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The Delaware chief, who was the principal object, has 
also promised to use his utmost endeavors to withdraw those 
of his nation whom the French have seduced to go and live 
in the neighborhood of Fort DtQuesne. 

As I see by the public prints, the Governor of New 
Jersey hath published a declaration of war against the Del- 
ware Indians, which, as he could not but know they were 
expected at the Onondaga meeting, with the hopes of 
bringing matters to an accommodation, was, in my humble 
opinion, a premature and very unadvised measure; and the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, he must also have known, had, 
upon this account, suspended any hostilities in consequence 
of his declaration of war, some time ago published. 

If from these, or any of the colonies, any hostilities 
should be first committed against those said Indians, the 
Six Nations will, in a body, resent it, and all our Indian 
affairs be put into a fatal confusion, which, I believe, no 
person will be able to compose; I hope, therefore, Your 
Excellency will judge it proper to communicate with the 
utmost dispatch, the general account which I have now 
given you, to the southern governments. I would have 
sent the same to Sir Charles Hardy, in order that he might 
have transmitted it to the neighboring governments to the 
southward; but as that would have taken up more time, I 
thought it best to refer it to Your Excellency, who, I hope, 
will, if your sentiments correspond with mine, enforce them 
with your own opinion. 

I shall only add, that there appears every kind of moral 
evidence to believe the uprightness and sincerity of the 
promises and engagements of these chiefs, in behalf of 
their people; and that as soon as a copy of the particular 
proceedings of this congress can be got ready, I shall trans- 
mit one to Sir Charles Hardy, to forward to the southern 
governments. 

I hope, some day this week, to have the honor of wait- 
ing upon you; and am, most respectfully, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 

WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

To His Excellency Major General ABERCROMBIE. 
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BENJAMIN BARONS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[In the latter part of July 1756, Benjamin Barons, 
secretary to Sir Charles Hardy, governor of New York, 
sent to Governor Thomas Fitch a copy of Sir William 
Johnson’s letter to Major General Abercrombie giving an 
account of Johnson’s treaty with the Shawanese and Dela- 
ware Indians; and requested Fitch to forward a copy of 
the same to the governor of Rhode Island. See letter from 
Fitch to Stephen Hopkins of July 27, 1756. ] 


THOMAS FITCH TO HENRY FOX. 


[Writing to Secretary Henry Fox under date of Nor- 
walk, July 22, 1756, Governor Thomas Fitch, after again 
reciting the circumstances of the Colony’s raising 2,500 
men for the expedition against Canada, being one fourth of 
the whole number proposed to be raised, states that the 
other colonies have not raised their proportions, so that 
only about 7,000 have gone forward, thus casting more than 
one third of the burden on this Colony; that the troops 
have now marched to Lake George; and that in the distri- 
bution of his royal favor he hopes the great proportion of 
the burdens borne by the Colony both last year and this 
will be considered. The duplicate of this letter in the Pub- 
lic Record Office is indorsed ‘‘R Sept 29th.” Collections, I. 
304. | 

EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley in his circular letter of 
August 1756 to Governor Thomas Fitch makes reference to 
a circular letter previously sent to Fitch by the Earl of 
Loudoun. ‘This was probably identical with the letter sent — 
by Loudoun from New York on July 23 to Governor Stephen 
Hopkins of Rhode Island. In this he announces his arrival 
and his appointment as commander in chief of the forces in 
North America; incloses letters from Henry Fox and the 
Earl of Halifax; assures the people of his protection, and 
promises to communicate all matters of interest. Rhode 
Island Colonial Records, V. 531.] 
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JOHN WINSLOW TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Governor William Shirley in his circular letter of 
August 1756 to Governor Thomas Fitch makes reference to 
a circular letter previously sent‘to Fitch by General John 
Winslow. The letter evidently contained an expressed 
expectation of certain action to be taken by the Colony; 
but no copy of it, or letter sent to another colony which can 
be identified as similar to it has been found. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 
Norwatk 27 July 1756 
Selig, 

Having received from Mr Barons Sir Charles Hardy’s 
Secretary a Copy of Sir William Johnson’s Letter to Major 
General Abercrombie giving a summary Account of the 
Conclusion of Mr Johnson’s Treaty with the Chiefs of the 
Shawanese and Delaware Indians, which Mr Barons Desired 
me to communicate to you, I have inclosed a Copy of the 
Copy he sent me. And Doubt not the agreable Intelligence 
will be accepted with great Satisfaction, I hope the affair 
will terminate not only for the general good but in Special 
for the releife of those particular parts where those Indians 
with others have Exercised such Extream Barbarity and 
Cruelties. Iam Sir with much respect. 

Your Honours most Obedient and 
most humble Servant 
THO? TITCm 
The Honble Srepuen Hopkins Esqr 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Governor Shirley’s Circular Letter to the Governors of 
Rhode Island, Connecticut and New Hampshire. 
Boston August 1756. 
527 
I hereby acquaint your Excy that I have caused to be 
raised within this Province Six hundred men to make up 
the Deficiency that happens to be of the Number of Troops 
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this Govert had agreed to supply for the Army of the 
Provincial Forces for his Majestys service against Crown 
Point which are now actually upon their march; as also 
that I have issued Orders for One thousand more to be 
drawn out of the Regiments of Militia in the western parts 
of this Province to hold themselves in readiness, to march 
forthwith to the Succour of the Provincial Forces on any 
Emergency & advices thereof from the Right Honble the 
Earl of Loudoun or Gene! Winslow agreable to the Resolu- 
tion of our General Court, Copy whereof you have herewith ; 

I must therefore earnessly desire you would use your 
utmost endeavours that your Government might in every 
proper Way without delay do every thing on their part to 
answer the Expectation of the Right Honble the Earl of 
Loudoun & Gen! Winslow signified in their Circular Letters 
to the several Governments herein concern’d. I am with 
great Respect 

Your Excellencys most 


obedient hum! Servant 
W SHIRLEY 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[The Earl of Loudoun wrote on August 20, 1756, to 
Governor Thomas Fitch announcing that the fort and garri- 
son at Oswego, together with the naval armament and 
stores had fallen into the hands of the French; called atten- 
tion to his exposed situation, and demanded as many rein- 
forcements as could be sent him, together with teams for 
transporting provisions. See Letter of Fitch to Loudoun 
of Sep. 11, 1756; New Hampshire Provincial Papers, weap 


535-] 


CHARLES APTHORP & SON TO WILLIAM BAYARD. 
Boston Augt 30, 1756. 
Mr William Bayard 
Please to Pay to the Order of the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of the Province of Connecticutt Eight 
thousand two hundred & thirty eight Johannes & one 
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Eighteenth part of a Johannes, which at thirty six shillings 
Sterling each, Amounts to Fourteen thousand Eight hun- 
dred & Twenty eight pounds Ten shillings & one penny, & 
is the ballance due to them on\Accot of Money rec4 by His 
Majesty’s ship the Stirling castle, out of which you are to 
deduct all charges you have been at in receiving the said 
Money, and are to take four Receipts for the same agree- 
able to the Form sent you by 
Sir Your most Hum Servt 
CH4S APTHORP & SON 
Sir—Please to pay the Contents, or value thereof to 
Samuel Talcot Esq 
THOS FITCH 
[Indorsed] Mt Apthorps Order on Mr Bayard 


CHARLES APTHORP & SON TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Boston Augt 31, 1756 

eye 

We wrote Mr Talcott 23 Inst & advis’d him of the 
arrival of the Stirling castle Man of warr at New York, & 
that we daily expected her here with the Money granted for 
the New England Colonys, but we have since receiv’d a 
Letter from the Captain informing us that by Orders from 
the Lords of the Admiralty he had Landed it at New York, 
and left it under the care of Sir Charles Hardy, to whom 
we have wrote to desire it may be deliver’d to Mr William 
Bayard Merchant there, who transacts this affair for us, & 
upon application to him, & the delivery the four inclosed 
Receipts sign’d, that part of it which belongs to your Govy- 
ernmt will be deliver’d to your Order, which you will find 
by an inclos’d Accot to be (when the £10000 Sts, lent by 
Govt Shirley is deducted) 8238 1/18 Johanners at 36/ equal 
to £14828 1ro/ 1 St# for which we also inclose an Order on Mr 
Bayard. 

You have an Accot of the cost & charges on this Money, 
in England, herewith, by which you’ll see Mess. Thomlinson 
& Hanbury, out of regard to the Colonys, have generously 
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given up their Commission, & as we have an equal regard, 
for them we beg their acceptance of ours. We are 
Sir Your most Obedient & 
most Hum Servs 
CHAS APTHORP & SON 

We have sent Mr Talcott’s Receipt for the 4 10000 Sterls 
lent by Govt Shirley to your Province, endors’d by him to 
us, to Mr Bayard, who will give them up with the Money, 
to the person appointed, upon receiving the Receipts as 
before mentioned. You'll be pleas’d to Order the Seal of 
your Province to be affix’d to each of the four Receipts, 
agreeable to our Orders from the Contractors. 

The Honble the Governor of Connecticutt 
[Indorsed] Letter from M* Apthorp 315t August 1756 Recd 

6th Septbr : 


INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMITTEE SENT TO ALBANY. 


Instructions To Hez Huntington & Jabez Hamlin Esqrs 

You being appointed by This Assembly, forthwith to 
repair to Albany To Transact with The Earl of Londown 
Comander in Chief of all his Majesty’s Forces in North 
America respecting the provisions of this Colony now at 
Albany & at The Forts, & To Settle with his Lordship 
Theron 

rst You are to Take The best Methods to find the 
Quantity & Condition of The Provisions which now remain 
at the Several places mentioned in the Act of this Assem- 
bly Impowering you, and Estimate the Just Value of the 
same Considering the Costs & Charges thereon arisen; that 
thereby you may agree with his Lordship for the Adequate 
Value of Such as belong to This Government. 

2ly You are to Acquaint yourselves with the rate & 
Allowance that his Majesty’s regular Troops receive; & 
Take with you a Copy of the Resolve Settling the Allow- 
ance promised Them; That thereby you may reserve, or 
Otherwise Secure the provisions needful to fulfill the En- 
gagements made by the Government to the Troops raisd 
within ye Same. 
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3y You are to Take Care in this Transaction, That it 
be So managed & Settled, That The Troops raised & sent 
by this Government, the present Year, remain in the Same 
Manner, & under The Same ‘Comand both with respect to 
this Government & Their Officers as They now are, & as 
Tho’ nothing of This Kind had been done. 

Lastly. You are directed in The Whole Transaction 
To use your best Judgment & Discretion for the General 
Good & Benefit of This Government, & for the promoting 
of His Majesty’s Interest 

Connecticut ss. Gen! Assembly Sept 8th 1756 

In the Upper House 
The foregoing Draft being read &c is ap- 

proved to be the Instructions, for Hez» Huntington and 
Jabez Hamlin Esqts Comtee &c in the Affair above re- 


ferred to 
Test GEORGE WYLLys Secrety 


Concur’d in the Lower House 
Test THo CHANDLER Clerk Pro T 
[Indorsed] Instructions to Comtee appointed to Attend up- 
on the Earl of Loudon at Albany Sept 1756 


THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 
HarTFORD, 11th September 1756. 
Sir, 

On receiving Your Lordships Letter of the 2oth of last 
Month giving me the melancholly Account, that the Fort & 
Garrison &c at Oswego is fallen into the Hands of the 
French, I immediately gave out Orders for the General 
Assembly to meet, in Order to consider, what Aid to 
afford to the Provincial Troops, in the Parts towards Crown 
Point. When the Assembly came together, I communicated 
your Lordship’s Letter to them, & recommended the sev- 
eral Matters therein contain’d, to their serious Consider- 
ation. And have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that the 
Assembly shew a very forward Disposition to exert them- 
selves to the utmost, as the Occasion may require, But 
as we are not acquainted, with the Operations design’d, 
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it is attended with Difficulty, to come to a determinate 
Resolution, respecting the Numbers, for a Reinforce- 
ment. If your Lordship proposes to push forward the 
Expedition to Crown Point, & render it effectual this 
season, & the other Governments will unite in furnishing 
their Part of a Reinforcement sufficient for that Purpose, 
This Government appear very ready to join & exert them- 
selves to the utmost. And in that Case, ‘tis apprehended a 
greater Number of Recruits will be necessary, than will be 
wanted only to sustain the Army where it is. Your Advice 
concerning the Operations intended will have a great Influ- 
ence with us, & I can assure You there is a firm Resolution 
in the Assembly, to exert Themselves for the Security & 
safety of the Country, & to afford all the Aid that is in their 
Power. I send Your Lordship this Letter on the Request 
of the Assembly now sitting, whose Sentiments on this im- 
portant Affair are, that the Expedition may be more safely, 
& advantageously carried on at this, rather than any future 
Season in Case necessary Reinforcements are timely made, 
which they apprehend may be done, if Your Lordship shall 
think proper to proceed, & they will undertake readily to 
do their full Proportion of such augmentation of Numbers 
or even go beyond it, as they have thought hitherto they 
have done. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to favour me with Your 
Sentiments & Advice in these Points, and with such Intelli- 
gence as You have received from any other Governments 
respecting the Aid to be expected from them. 

The Express will wait Your Lordships Answer, which 
I pray may be with the utmost Dispatch. 

I am, my Lord, 
(With the greatest Regard) 
Your Lordship’s 
most humble & most obedient Servt 
OR CG a oh HG BU 

The Rt Honble the Earl of Loudoun. 

[Indorsed] Copy of a Letter from Govt Thomas Fitch to the 
’ Barl of Loudoun. Hartford Sept 11th 1756. in the E. of 
Loudoun’s Letter of Oct" 34 1756 
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EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Copy 
ABawy 13th September 1756. 


Ser, 

I have just now the Honour of your Letter of the 11h 
in which I see you and the Assembly, so warmly Interesting 
yourselves in the Cause of your King and your Country, and 
only doubting in which manner You can do it most Effectu- 
ally; Your Letter is a fair one, and such as I cou’d wish to 
Receive from every Body, and I will answer it as I shall do 
every one, I receive in the same Stile. 

When I made my first Application to you, things seem’d 
to be in that Situation, that I had no prospect of being able 
to do more, than to defend the Frontiers, and Prevent any 
further losses this Campaign; and had the Enemy made a 
push from Oswego, we should have found it Difficult, to 
have supported that Country, with the Force we were able 
to Oppose to them, on that Quarter. 

If they join the Force, we were told they had at Oswego, 
to that at Crown Point, we were not a Match for them at 
that Quarter, without further Aid from the Provinces; so 
Stood things at that time. 

As to the Answers I have had to that application, I 
have one from the Governor of Massachusetts Bay, Acquaint- 
ing me, he had layed my letter before the Assembly, & that 
he should Continue to press them to give the assistance 
Demanded. From the Governor of Rhode Island I am 
Acquainted, that he Immediately called his Council, laid my 
Letter before them, and that he would Constantly advise 
me, what Aid might be expected and depended on from 
them; and I understand they sent to Boston to know what 
measures that Government were to take; but I see by a 
Letter from Governor Hopkins, to his Son, they are dis- 
posed to do everything, to the utmost of their Power, to for- 
ward the Service. These are all the answers I have yet 
Received, to my demand, for Reinforcements, which you 
see must make them come Late, if at All. 
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It has pleased God that hitherto the Enemy have made 
no advance this way; but if the Intelligence, I have had 
within these two days, turns out to be true; with those Re- 
inforcements, we might have been able to Struck a Material 
Stroke. 

My Intelligence is by some Indians, who took two Scalps 
near Tienderoga, who Assure me the Enemy have drawn 
off a Considerable Part of their Force, from thence, if that 
is true, we might have been able to have taken that impor- 
tant Place, for whilst there is a Considerable Force there I 
hold it to be extremely Difficult, to get to it, thro’ that im- 
practicable Country, and I will venture to Assure You, for 
as long as we have talked of taking that Place, there is not 
one Man, either in the Provincial army, or that I can find, 
that yet knows a Practicable Road, to lead an Army to it, if 
the meet with any Opposition, for we have never Recon- 
noitred in the Winter when it might have been done. 

I have taken every Method in my power, to find out 
with Certainty, the Strength of the Enemy, and if they 
have moved, to what place; from that Intelligence I must 
Conduct myself. If they have detached so as to give me a 
Reasonable Prospect of Success with the Force I am able to 
Collect, I will Certainly Attack them; If my Force does not 
.Justify such a measure, I must be Contented with Securing 
the Frontiers, as well as I can for this Winter, and putting 
everything on the best Footing Ican, against next Campaign. 

Now, Sir, I have told you more than I hope you will 
ever ask me again, for without I can have your Confidence, 
so far as to be trusted with the Opperations of the Campaign ; 
without being previously Oblig’d to lay before each Assembly 
the Service for which the Troops are destin’d, the Enemy 
must always be apprized, Where to prepair to defeat that 
Attack, I say this with great Respect to the Assemblies, but 
where numbers of men, are acquainted with what ought to 
be kept Secret, some of them will have wives, others will 
have Friends, with whom they will trust it, and those will 
have Friends and Wives likewise, and at last some one will 
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get it, by whom the Enemy will be informed, and very 
Possibly the success prevented. 

But I hope in time to get, so much of your Confidence 
as to Stand on the same footing with you, in this Point; As 
Whoever Commands the Kings Troops here, must do, with 
him, whose Instructions in Short are; Protect my People; 
Defend my Frontiers; and Conquer my Enemies, if you 
Can; use your best prudence in the Executing those Ser- 
vices, and be Answerable to me for your Conduct. 

You see the impossibility of directing a Campaign, at 
this Distance, in all its Points from home; even the Cam- 
paigns in Flanders, which are at the door; the Operations of 
the Troops are never laid before Parliament, till after they 
are Executed, for the same Reasons, I have given above, 
and as it is impossible to Carry on the Service, and do it. 

Whenever the King sees reason to withdraw that Con- 
fidence from his Servant; he will Certainly put another in 
his place, and the Confidence must be Transferred to him. 

In this Situation I who Seldome doubt; do not know, 
what to make of you and your Assembly; Your aid alone, 
will not enable me to Carry on any Material Service, except 
defensively; and as I have shewed you, all the answer I 
have got from the Other provinces, from when you can 
Judge as well as I, what is to be expected, and at what time. 

If the Colonies come into my demand in time to make 
it usefull, I shall from the Candor of your Letter, expect 
from your Province, all the Aid that they can give me; if 
the delays Force the War, into a defensive one, I shall ex- 
pect the utmost Immediate Assistance, and I shall be an- 
swerable to your People, for the Services I employ them in 
and the Care I take of them. 

I would have mentioned a Difficulty, we have met with, 
in Settling the delivery of Provisions to the Troops now at 
Lake George and Fort Edward; but as Colonel Hall is 
Returned to you, who was present at the meeting on this 
Subject; and altho I am a little acquainted with him, having 
seen him but two or three times, seems to me to be a Sen- 
sible honest man, therefore I Refer the State of that 
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case to him, and hope you will take it into Consideration, 
and Settle it. 
I have the Honor to be with great Regard &c@ 


The Honble THomas Fitcu Esq 

[Indorsed] Copy Of a Letter from the Earl of Loudoun to 
the Honble Thoms Fitch Esq'. 138 September 1756. in 
the E. of Loudoun’s Letter of Oct 3d 1756. 


WILLIAM SHIRLEY TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Governor Shirley’s Circular Letter to Sir Charles Hardy, 
Benjamin Wentworth, Stephen Hopkins 
and Thomas Fitch, Esqrs. 
Boston 13th Sept 1756. 
Sir 

I hereby acquaint your Excellency (or Honour) that I 
have caused to be raised within this Province Six hundred 
Men to make up the Deficiency that happens to be of the 
Number of Troops this Governmt had agreed to Supply for 
the Army of the Provincial Forces for his Majestys Service 
against Crown Point, which are now actually upon their 
March as also that I have issued Orders for one thousand 
Men to be drawn out of the Regimts of Militia in the West- 
ern parts of this Province to hold themselves in readiness 
to march forthwith to the Succour of the Provincial Forces 
on any Emergency and Advices thereof received from the 
Right Honble the Earl of Loudoun or General Winslow 
agreable to the Resolution of our General Court Copy 
whereof you have herewith. 

And I would earnestly desire your Excellency (or 
Honour) would use your utmost endeavours that your Gov- 
ernmt might in all proper ways without delay do every 
thing on their part to answer the present Emergency of his 
Majesty’s Service & the expectation of the Right Honble the 
Earl of Loudoun signified in the circular Letters to the sev- 
eral Govts herein concerned. 

I am with Truth and regard. 

Sir, Your humble Servant, 
W. SHIRLEY. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO CHARLES APTHORP & SON. 


Hartrorp 14th Sept 1756 
Gentlemen \ 

Your Letter of the 31st August with Your Account 
Respecting the Stirling Money Sent for this Colony and the 
other Papers inclosed I communicated to the Assembly of 
this Colony who have ordered the Money Borrowed of his 
Excellency General Shirley to be paid out of the Sterling 
Monep Sent for the Colony to your Order in New York and 
Receipts to be given on the Receipt of the Money, agreable 
to the Form you Sent Me. But I am to acquaint you that 
the Assembly is of opinion that great Difficulty will arise 
in taking the Ballance only in Gold in as much as the Silver 
will be wanted to Enable Officers to make Small payments 
which Cannot be done with the Johannes’s. therefore on the 
Request of the Assembly I Desire you to Send instead of 
the order Already sent for Gold another order including 
Silver and Small Money Sent to this Colony and the Re- 
maining Part of the Ballance in Gold as you will see by a 
Copy of a Resolve which for your more full Satisfaction I 
have inclosed, 

I have also Returned inclosed the Amount and order on 
Mr Bayard you sent me I presume what the Assembly de- 
sire will be as agreable to you as the other Method and the 
Necessity of the Colony Requires it, and doubt not you will 
give yourselves the Trouble to Draft and Send your account 
and orders anew, as the Money is much Wanted you’l be 
pleased to Dismiss this Express as soon as possible Your 
Generosity and favors are very greatfully accepted by the 
Assembly as well as by 

Gentlemen your most obedient 
Humble Servant 
THO® FITCH 

Messts AptHore & Son 

[Indorsed] Letter to Messrs Apthorp & Son Sept r4t 1756 
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THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 


HartTForD 20th Septem? 1756 
My Lord 

I recommended to the Assembly the Proposals you 
made to the Commissioners of the Several Governments re- 
specting the Delivery of Provisions supplied by them which 
you mention’d and referr’d to Cole Hall in your letter of the 
132 which I had the Honour to receive on the 16th And am 
now to acquaint your Lordship that the Assembly having 
taken that matter into Consideration have agreed to accept 
the offer you was pleas’d to make, and for that Purpose 
have appoint? Hezekiah Huntington and Jabez Hamlin 
Esq's to wait on you who are impowered to settle the affair 
with your Lordship. 

I am further to acquaint you that after much Delibera- 
tion and Concern for promoting His Majesty’s Service, 
The Assembly having no Intelligence of any Effectual 
Preparations made by the other Governments, for reinforc- 
ing, the Troops in the Parts towards Crown Point, in order 
to Carry on that Service to Effect this Season, and Consid- 
ering the year is so far advanc’d and the other Difficulties, 
you have been pleas’d to point out, are of Opinion it would 
be a fruitless attempt, for this Colony alone to endeavour it 
and Considering how much the Colony is exhausted both of 
men and money nothing but Necessity, and a fair prospect 
of Advantage would be a Sufficient Warrant, for us to go 
into such an Extraordinary Expence, and by that means 
weaken us so that wee should not be able to do so much 
service in some future and important Crissis. The Assem- 
bly have Nevertheless desired me upon notice of the 
Approach of the Enemy to Attack the Army and that 
Reinforcements will be Necessary to sustain them to order 
a Number not Exceeding one Thousand Men to be immedi- 
ately detach’d and sent forward for the Assistance of the 
Army, which I shall endeavour to Comply with as far as 
lies in my Power being in haste shall only add That I have 
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the Honour to be with the highest Regard and Esteem 
My Lord 
Your Lordship 
most humble 
and most Obedient Servant 


THO? LEGGE 
Earl of Loupoun. 


[Indorsed] Governor Thomas Fitch Hartford Sept 20 1756. 
in the E. of Loudoun’s Letter of Octt 34 1756. 


THOMAS FITCH TO HENRY FOX. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch writes from Norwalk, Sep- 
tember 29, 1756, to Secretary Henry Fox, that the declara- 
tion of war against the French has been published in the 
Colony; that arrangement has been made for receiving any 
French prisoners that may be put on shore; that care has 
been taken to oblige exporters of provisions to give security 
to land them at some port within his Majesty’s domain and 
to return a certificate thereof; that it is apprehended the 
French may be supplied from the West India Islands and 
from Ireland. The duplicate of this letter in the Public 
Record Office is indorsed ‘‘R Novr 30th.” Collections, 1. 
306. | 

EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[The Earl of Loudoun wrote on September 30, 1756, 
from Albany, to Governor Thomas Fitch that he had re- 
ceived information the enemy were moving forward and 
repeating his demand that aid be sent him with the utmost 
dispatch. See letter Fitch to Loudoun of Oct. 18, 1756. 
New Hampshire Provincial Papers, V1. 539; Colonial Rec- 
ords, X. 554. ] 


RESOLVE FOR RAISING ADDITIONAL TROOPS.* 


Whereas His Honour The Governor hath laid before 
this Assembly a Letter from the Earl of Londown, Com- 


* This Resolve does not appear in the record of the September 1756 session of 
the Assembly, and it is probable that it was not passed. The Assembly voted that, 
upon information that the enemy was approaching the provincial troops to attack 
them and that reinforcements were needed, the governor was authorized to send 
not exceeding one thousand men to their assistance. [Colonial Records.] 
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ander in Chief of his Majesty’s Forces in No America, giv- 
ing the Melancholy Account That his Majesty’s Fort & 
Garrison at Oswego, together with the Naval Armament & 
stores, by a Series of Bad Circumstances are fallen into the 
hands of the French, & Recomending it to this Assembly 
to Consider without delay, how far The Provincials now in 
Arms are exposed to the Weight of The French in the Parts 
Towards Crown Point, & The dangerous Events of any 
Accident happening to Them in Consequence of these Cir- 
cumstances, & What forces can be imediately sent to Rein- 
force Them, as To him it Seems absolutely Necessary to do 
for the Security & Safety of the Country. And Thereon 
demanding of this Colony an Aid of as Considerable a Body 
of Men with Arms as This Government can Send to be 
raised in Companies & Sent off as fast as raised & Also a 
Number of Carriages or Ox Teams where with to Transport 
provisions &c. 

On a Serious Consideration thereof & Effectually to 
prevent any dangerous Events happening to The Provincial 
Troops In The Parts Towards Crown Point. 

Resolved by This Assembly That Companies of 
One hundred Effective Men Each, be forthwith raised & 
sent forward as fast as raised, and Added to Each of The 
four Regiments now in the Service of this Colony, to rein- 
force the Provincials now in the Parts towards Crown Point, 
and That Proper Officers be Nominated & Appointed for 
Each of Said Companies. 

And That a Bounty of Thirty Six Shillings Lawful 
Money Be given to Each Able Bodied Effective Man Who 
shall Voluntarily Inlist himself into Said Service. And 
That The Pay of the Officers & Soldiers now to be raised 
for the Afores4 Service shall be The Same, as For Those 
Who were raised by Act of This Assembly in March last. 
And That The Captains, Subalterns, & Soldiers shall be 
provided with Arms & Accoutrements, & Each a Blanket 
sutable for Said Service And be paid A months pay before 
Their March. And That They shall be allowed for Billeting 
before Their March, & for Their Expences in their March 
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to Albany The Same, That Those had who are now In The 

Service. 

[Indorsed] Bill for raising Troops to reinforce the Army at 
Lake George Sept 1756 


THE KING IN COUNCIL TO THE GOVERNORS 
OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES. 
[The King in Council at a Court at Kensington, Octo- 
ber 5, 1756, through Additional Instructions signed by W. 
Sharpe and ordered transmitted to the Governors of his 
Majesty’s Colonies in America, states that the King of 
Spain complains that British privateers have seized and 
brought into port Spanish ships, and that he forbids such 
practices for the future. Collections, I. 307. | 


THE KING’S ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. 


[George R. under his signature and over that of Secre- 
tary Henry Fox, at Kensington, October 5, 1756, issues 
Additional Instructions stating that complaint has been 
made by the King of Spain that British privateers have 
seized and brought into port certain Spanish ships, without 
due cause and contrary to the treaty of 1667 between the 
two Crowns, and strictly forbidding such seizures for the 
future. Collections, I. 308. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch wrote on October 8, 1756, to 
the Earl of Loudoun evidently acknowledging the receipt 
of the Earl’s demand for aid dated September 30, and say- 
ing that he would embrace the first opportunity to recom- 
mend the matter to the Assembly. See letter of Fitch to 
Loudoun of Oct. 18, 1756. ] 


COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE AND PLANTATIONS 
TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[The Commissioners for Trade and Plantations in a 
letter to the Governor and Company of Connecticut signed 
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by Dunk Halifax, Andrew Stone and James Oswald, and 
dated Whitehall, October 9, 1756, direct that, in order to 
prevent the French colonies from being supplied with pro- 
visions received from his Majesty’s colonies through trade 
with a neutral power, an embargo be laid against the ship- 
ment of provisions except to others of his Majesty’s colo- 
nies, and that the masters of such ships give bonds for that 
purpose and return certificates from the ports to which such 
provisions were shipped. Collections, I. 309. | 


JAMES WEST TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[J. West from the Treasury Chambers, October 15, 
1756, writes to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, 
stating that immediate payment is requested of the sums 
advanced by Mr. Shirley to the colonies of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and New Hampshire, and that the Lords of the 
Treasury expect that the loan to Connecticut will be im- 
mediately repaid out of the Colony’s proportion of the 
415,000 granted by Parliament. . Collections, I. 310. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 


New Haven, 18th October, 1756 
My Lord, 

As it was with extream Concern, I cou’d not, immedi- 
ately comply with Your Lordships Demand in your Letter 
of the 30th of September, for a Reinforcement from this 
Colony, I embraced the first Opportunity, as I wrote you in 
my Letter of the 8tt Instant, I shou’d, to recommend the 
matter to the Assembly, who accordingly took it into Con- 
sideration, in the Beginning of the Session, And I now have 
the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship, the Assembly 
has agreed that there be forthwith raised in this Colony 
eight Companies, each to consist of One Hundred Men in- 
cluding Officers to be added to the four Regiments sent 
from hence, now in Service, as an Aid to the Army, & that 
these Companies are to be inlisted, or forthwith detached 
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from the militia of the Government, & to march as fast as 
they are filled up. I am further to acquaint your Lordship, 
that for the Encouragement of these Recruits, the Assem- 
bly have resolved, that as soon aS the Army goes into Win- 
ter Quarters, or sooner, if the safety of the Army & the 
Country, will admit, they are to be at Liberty to return 
Home. I thought it expedient to give your Lordship this 
early Notice of what the Assembly had done, as it might be 
for his Majesty’s Service, for you to know the steps taken 
here for reinforcing the Army, before their Arrival, which 
I presume will be in a short time, & even as soon as they 
can possibly be sent forward. 

As your Lordship has a tender Concern for the Soldiery, 
and the Ease of the Colonies, as well as for saving the Ex- 
pence of the Crown I doubt not you will see our Forces are 
released as soon as the Service will admit of it. The great 
Expense the Colony is at, and the extreme Difficulty it 
meets with in Making Provision to defray the Charges 
arising on these Occasions (which we fear cannot be done 
without making further Use of our Credit to the great 
Prejudice of the publick Interest) necessitates us to request 
your Lordships Favour, in Ease of it, as soon and as far as 
the Service will with safety permit, I am, 

My Lord (with the highest esteem 
Your Lordships 
most obedient 
& most humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 

The Rt Honble Earl of Loupoun. 

P. S. Being inform’d the small Pox has got into Albany, 
which I apprehend will greatly terrifie our People, I doubt 
not your Lordship will take the necessary measures to pre- 
vent its getting into the Army, which will prove fatal to it, 
and endanger the Country where few have ever had that 
Distemper. 

[Indorsed] Copy a Letter from Govt Fitch to the Earl of 

Loudoun. New Haven, October 18th 1756, in the E. of 

Loudon’s Letter of Novr 224 1756, 
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THOMAS FITCH TO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr Speaker and Gentlemen of the Lower House 
As the Greatness and Burden of the Public Business 
Lying on me is so much more than in Common Times and 
the Expence occasioned thereby in attending a Special 
Assembly and by other Means will be a Sufficient apology 
for me to Move you to Consider whether it be not Just and 
Reasonable to grant me a Sum for Extraordinary Service 
Adequate to the Burden and Expence of it as has been 
Usual. I Need Not Remind you that Every other Member 
of the Assembly Receives Allowance according to his Ser- 
vice of that Kind and I Doubt not it will be conceded I 
have given attendance as Diligently and have exerted my 
self for the Public Service as much as any one hath done. 
Gentlemen I recommend these Matters to Your Considera- 
tion and am your very Humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 
New Haven Council Chamber 34 Novt 1756 
In the Lower House 
In Consideration of ye foregoing Letter Granted to the 
Honble Thos Fitch Esq Govt the Sum of Twenty Pounds 
Lawfull Money for his Extraordinary Services the last half 
Year And the Treasurer of this Colony is hereby Ordered 
to pay ye Same out of ye Colony Treasury. 
Test Evinu Cuauncey, Clerk 
Concurré in the upper House 
Test Grorce WyLtys Secret 


JONATHAN TRUMBLE AND PHINEAS LYMAN TO 
WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 
Boston 6th Novt 1756 
Sr 
Your Excellency is acquainted, that our Comission, 
authorizes us on behalf of the Colony of Connecticut, to 
Consult with a Comtee of the Assembly of your Province 
upon the ways & Means for advantageously carrying ‘into 
Execution The Plan of Operations for the Next Years Cam- 
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paigne, so far as may Appurtain to the Governments that 
concern themselves therein. 

We humbly propose, Whether you think it proper to 
acquaint your Assembly thereof\ Which may Open the way 
for their appointment of Such Comtee (if they think fit) with 
whom we may Consult On the Subject 

Please to inform us, what you think proper to do, & 
Excuse the Interruption this may Occasion. We are with 
Great Esteem, 

Your Excellency’s Most Humble 
& Most Obedient Servants 
JONTH TRUMBLE 
PHINS LYMAN 

His Excellency Govt SHirLEy 
[Superscribed] To His Excellency Wittiam Suirtey Esq 

Governour and Comander In Cheif of the Province of 

the Massachusetts-Bay, Boston 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[William Pitt in a letter to the Governor and Company 
of Connecticut, dated Whitehall, December 7, 1756, an- 
nounces his appointment as Principal Secretary of State for 
the Southern Department in the room of Mr. Fox, and 
directs that future letters be addressed to him. He incloses 
the King’s speech on opening Parliament on the second in- 
stant, and the addresses of both Houses in answer. (Co/- 
lections, I. 311. | 


NATHAN WHITING TO MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF WAR. 
New Haven Dect 15 1756 
Gent ; 

I Send you Enclosed the Account of Tents And Camp 
utensils Belonging to the Massechusetts Bay Left at the 
Lake with Mr Pierce as Cariages Where not to be obtained 
when the Army return’, Sufficient to bring them down, 
Capt Whipple will take care of the few things left at Fort 


JOHN READ’S RECEIPT. 269 


Edward, each detachment that came Down Brought Some 
tents & cooking vessels with Them Which they were to 
Leave at Albany The other side you have Reciept for pro- 
visions That belonged to the Garison at Fort Edward, put 
there Last Winter & Charged the Garison, the Clothing I 
Send you An Invoice of is also What was Left In the Gari- 
sons Last Winter & used by the Troops promiscuously As 
being in Common Stock, as no one Commissary of either 
Goverment would meddle with it, I took the best care of it 
I Could, that it might be preserved for the benefit of the 
Several Goverments Concerned. I send you also Majr Eyres 
Certificate for the Number Sloops boats &c Left at The 
Lake belonging to the Provinces. I would observe to you 
that the Sloops are Left without any persons, that under- 
stands it, having any particular Charge of them to See that 
the Rigging &c is not damaged, I have taken What care I 
could of the Tents & Camp furniture belonging to the Sev- 
eral Goverments. I have Reciepts for Some Ordnance, 
Artilery Stores, & entrenching tools delivered to the Kings 
Store keeper Which I shall Send to Col Gridley as Capt of 
the Train. I am most Respectfully 
Gent your most Obedt & 
very humble Servant 
N WHITING 
The Honble Committee War Boston 


JOHN READ’S RECEIPT. 


Fort Epwarp Nov 10 1756 

Recieved of Col Nathan Whiting Quarter Master Gen- 
eral of the Provincial Troops the following provissions for 
the Victualling his Majestys forces viz 

Twenty Six barrels of pork each containing two hundred 
& eight pounds making together five thousand four hundred 
& eight pounds. 

Twenty three barrels of beaf each Containing two 
hundred & Thirteen pounds making together four Thous- 
and eight hundred & Ninety nine pounds 
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Two barrels of flour each containing two hundred & ten 
pounds making together four hundred & Twenty pounds. 
Joun Reap Asst Commisary 
Pork 26 barrels @ 208 is 5408 
Beaf 23 d° @ 213 is 4899 
flour 2 do @zi10is 420 
jak: 
Copy N Wuitinec QO M General 
[Indorsed] Cole Nath! Whiting Letter Dect 15th 1756. 


NATHAN WHITING TO RHODE ISLAND COMMITTEE 
OF WAR. 
New Haven Dect 15 1756 
Gent 

I herewith Send you An Account of Some provisions 
and Clothing belonging to the Garisons of Fort W™ Henry 
and Fort Edward, Which was put there Last Winter and 
made one General Charge off; by the agreement of Com- 
missioners from the Several Governments, who Setled them 
Garisons; As no one Commissary would have Any thing to 
do with them I thought it my Duty to take care of them for 
the Governments, Accordingly I delivered the provision to 
the Kings Commissary, and Lodged the Clothing in Suit- 
able hands to take care of it till the Goverments make Some 
Settlement about it or give directions What Shall be done 
with it. 

I have endeavoured also to take the best care of the 
Tents and Camp utensils belonging to each Goverment. you 
have enclosed an Acct of those belonging to Rhode Island, 
As well as Some Arms and other things, they were obliged 
to be Left, as Cariages Could not be Obtained at that time 
to bring them Down. you have also the Number of Sloops 
&c at the Lake 

You will excuse me Gent. for taking the Liberty to Ac- 
quaint you that Governours Shirley and Fitch have done 
me the Honour to give me their Commissions for Quarter 
Master General of the Provincial Troops, I believe it was 
Aproved of by the Principal officers of the Other Gover- 
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ments Who thought Such an Officer Necessary. As those of 
your Colony can Answer for themselves I need only refer 
you to them. the Province of the Massachusetts have made 
an Establishment for Such an officer of ten pound per Month 
at Least their Quota of it, if you can find it has been Need- 
full, As I assure you it has been troublesome, and will do 
me the favour to use your Influence I may have Some allow- 
ance from your Colony. I shall always Acknowledge the 
obligation. I am most Respectfully 
Gent your most Obedt 
and very humble Servt 
N WHITING 
The Hontle Comtee War Newport 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[The Earl of Loudoun wrote from New York on De- 
cember 22, 1756, to Governor Thomas Fitch, postponing 
until January 13, 1757, his meeting at Boston, which was to 
to have been held a week earlier, with the governors and 
commissioners of the several New England colonies. It 
was his desire to know what aid each colony would afford 
him for the next campaign, and his hope that the commis- 
sioners would be fully empowered and would not be obliged 
to refer back to their colonies for confirmation of their 
views. Rhode Island Colonial Records, V. 5730; Colonial 
Records, X. 593. | 


STATEMENT OF JOHN COLEMAN. 


HARTFORD January 5 1757 

I the Subscriber (at the Desire of Coll: Sam! Talcott) 
went with the within named Curry & Sloan to view the 
within mentioned Chair, and agree with them in their Acct 
of the S¢ Chair. (Excepting the Cost of making good the 
Repairs, of-which I am not a competent Judge) And on 
thorough Examination I could find no other Damage S¢ 
Chair had suffer’d from the Time of its Delivery by me into 
the Hands of Col: Talcott Untill the Time of the above 
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Date, than what would necessarily happen by good and 
Careful Usage. Save that the Chair Box was fowled with 
the Dung then fresh upon it, with the Droping of Rotten 
Pompion Juce, Rain &c and the Cushing musty with the 
afores? Filth. Which I suppos4 to happen since the Return 
of the Chair into Mr Barret’s Custody. I ask’d S4 Barret 
why he did not take Care and Prevent such Damage hap- 
pening to S¢ Chair he told me he did not Care any thing 


about it or Something to that Effect. 
Joun CoLEMAN 


REPORT ON DAMAGE TO CHAIR. 


HartTForD Jany 5th 1757. 

We the Subscribers James Currie and Robert Sloan at 
the Request of Colo Samuel Talcott have Viewed a Chair 
Belonging to Joseph Barrit of Hartford in Order to Esti- 
mate any Damage which might have been Done Said Chair 
in a Jorny to New York and on Criticall Serch and Exami- 
nation we found that ye paint was some what Rubed of 
from y® thills about a foot & half on Each thill and that one 
piece of ye Wheel Tire was Broke Seven heads of ye nails 
brok of and one nut Srew lost from one thill which was all 
ye Damage we Coud find upon or done to Said Chair Sup- 
posing ye Same to have been New Before Said Journy Save 
y® Tacklings Being Somewhat Tarnised and we Coud not 
find the wheels or any part of it had been Strained or Suf- 
fered anything but what might happen in Case Said Chair 
was well and Carefully Used on Said Journy But we Ob- 
served that ye Chair Box was much fouled & Defiled with 
hen Dung and Some Other filth and weet great part of 
which was then fresh and Green upon it and there was wet 
then Droping upon it from a Scaffold above Which we 
Under stcod by Said Barrit was ye Juce of some frozen 
pumpion the Chair was in Said Barrits barn when we viewed 
it and the Said James Currie as he is a Shop Joyner says 
that Eighteen pence or Two Shillings at most would Repair 
and lay the Paint on Said thills and the Said Robert Sloan 
as he is a Black Smith Says that Two Shillings or half a 
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Crown at most would Repair and make good the Said Tire 
nails and nutsrew According to ower Best Judgment to 
which we are Ready to make Oath 
James CURRIE 
ROBERT SLOAN 


DECLARATION OF SAMUEL TALCOTT. 


The Declaration of Sam! Talcott of Hartford is as fol- 
lows When Joseph Barrets Chair was delivered me for a 
Journey to Newyork thinking it might not be Safe to Trans- 
port a dead weight in the Chair box I ordered it to be taken 
off and it was as Carefully housed as any merchandize what- 
ever untill It was returned and Lashed a board a Cross the 
Thills on which ye Driver rod & also brott ye Load which 
necessary Rubed the Paint In as much as ye other Chair 
was hired by Consent & that was Impressed I ordered ye 
Least burthen to be Layed on that untill they had passed 
y® worst road which was accordingly done & Exchanged at 
Norwalk as we Entred Stanford we took notice that one 
Tire was broke near a Joint of ye wheel & nail out I Sent 
for a blacksmith and ordered him to weld it & new Sett it 
who on Tryal informed that ye welding the Tire broke of 
near his hand and was So britle it was good for nothing 
The Tackling was always housed but when it was In 
driving and the Chair In the Time it was out of Mr 
Barrets Custody never went one Rod but in that Par- 
ticlar Service and whether I am a man given to Pleasure 
& wont to Solace my Self in the Injoyment of my Neigh- 
bours goods I Submitt to ye Honob! Assembly and any 
body Else my under hand prejudiced Ennemys Excepted. 

Sam“= TaucoTrT 


THE KING IN COUNCIL TO THE GOVERNORS OF 
THE AMERICAN COLONIES. 

[The King in Council at the Court at St. James’, Janu- 
ary 11, 1757, through Additional Instructions signed by 
W. Sharpe and ordered transmitted to the Governors of his 

18 
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Majesty’s colonies in America and to the Governor of Gib- 
raltar, enjoins commanders of privateers from committing 
any hostility against French ships in the Gulf of Naples. 
Collections, I. 312. | N 


THE KING'S ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. 


[George R. under his signature and over that of Secre- 
tary William Pitt, at St. James’, January 11, 1757 issues 
Additional Instructions stating that upon representation of 
the King of the Two Sicilies, and in conformity with sim- 
ilar orders given by the Court of France, he strictly enjoins 
commanders of privateers against committing any act of 
hostility against ships or subjects of the French King in 
the Gulf of Naples. Collections, I. sia 


JOSEPH BARRETT’S MEMORIAL. 


To the Honourable the General Assembly of the Colony 
of Connecticut to be held at Hartford the 2oth Day of Janu- 
ary 1757. 

The Memorial of Joseph Barrett of Hartford in sa Col- 
ony humbly Sheweth. 

That sometime in the Summer Last in his Tradeing at 
Boston he purchased a Very valuable new rideing Chaise of 
the price and Value of sixty one Dollars and bro’t the same 
in his Vessel to Hartford, with other Goods to sell and 
_ make Merchandize of in the Course of his Trade, and busi- 
ness, that afterwards the said Chaise was Impress’d into the 
Governments Service for the bringing of the Sterling mony 
from New York to the Treasury of this Colony, under the 
Conduct of Col. Samuel Talcott appointed thereunto. That 
said Chaise was (while so, or otherwise pleasurably im- 
proved for the space of two or three Months) afterwards, 
while in the Hands of said Talcott, when your Memorialst 
was absent on a Voyage, exceedingly misused, abused, and 
spoiled, and Suffered to be exposed to the Injuries, of the 
Weather, so that the said Chaise is (by the Conduct afores4) 
wholly unfit for a Market or for any use and as to y* Memo. 
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rialist the same is wholly Lost, and not finding any other 
Relief, he Therefore humbly prays (that, Since said Chaise 
has been thus Spoiled, while in the Hands of your Honours 
Confident, ) you would order that said Chaise may be taken 
and Disposed of to the use of the Colony and that your 
Memorialst be paid the Prime Cost and freit of the same 
which is not less than Sixty four Dollars in the whole, and 
relying on yt Honours Justice Your Memorialist as in Duty 
ever prays. Dated at Hartford this 20th Day of January 


1757- 
JosEPH BARRETT 


INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMISSIONERS. 


Instructions to Jont Trumble, Phineas Lyman, Elihu 
Hall and Eliph. Dyer, Esqts Commissioners appointed by 
the General Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut on the 
2oth day of Jan. 1757. 

You are to attend his Honor the Governour and with 
him repair to Boston, on the behalf of this Colony, to meet 
the Rt. Honble the Earl of Loudoun and the Govenoers and 
Commissioners that may meet there, to confer, advise and 
consult on such matters and things as shall be under con- 
sideration for his Majesty’s service and defence of his 
Colonies in North America. 

First. You are to agree, conclude and determine, in 
behalf of this Colony, on what aid shall be raised here and 
sent into his Majesty’s service the next campaign, not ex- 
ceeding the number of twelve hundred and fifty men; and 
in settlement thereof you are to have regard to the due 
proportion of the New England governments in furnishing 
the aid his lordship shall require. 

Secondly. It is expected that this Assembly shall and 
may appoint the proper officers for such troops as are raised 
and sent from hence, of which you are to take proper care. 

Thirdly. You are to confer with his lordship on proper 
measures to prevent the difficulties which often happen 
between the regular troops and those raised by the Prov- 
inces. 
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Fourthly. You are to address his lordship to supply 
money to enable this Colony to set forward the troops raised- 
here, and to make some proper proportion of pay to them 
while in service, and concert measures to supply him with 
provisions in lieu thereof; and you are to confer with him 
on the pay for the provisions he hath already received 
which belonged to this Colony; and for his favourable 
recommendation to his Majesty to refund the costs and 
expences of the provisions and stores supplied the troops 
the last year over and above what he shall allow and pay 
here. 

And you are to propose, consult, advise and confer to 
and with his Lordship and such Governors and Commis- 
sioners as shall be present, upon such matters and things 
as may be proper to be under consideration for his Majes- 
ty’s service, and make report to this Assembly. 

Connecticut, ss. Gen! Assembly Jan. 1757. 

In the Upper House. The foregoing draft of Instruc- 
tions for tae Commissioners &c. are approved and ordered 
to lie on the files in the Secretary’s office. 

Test. Gzorce WyL ys Secret’y 

Concurr’d in the Lower House. 

Test. Etiuu Cuauncey Clerk 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO COMMISSIONERS. 


Boston, Saturday Jany 29, 1757. 
Gentlemen— 

You must be very sensable that the measures taken the 
last year for the Preservation of his Majesty’s Dominion 
and Colonies upon this Continent, and for the annoyance of 
his Majesty’s Enemys have proved ineffectual, and instead 
of removing the French from any of their Encroachments, 
We have suffered them to make considerable advances 
upon us. 

I shall put you in mind of some of the Proceedings to 
which I apprehend your misfortune may be in a great 
measure attributed. 
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When I left London which was on the 17th of May the 
ministry had received no Intelligence of the Determination 
of any of the governments to Prosicute an Expedition 
against Crown Point, Altho’ this Determination had been 
made by the Massachusetts the 16th of Feby, and I cannot 
acct for this neglect in those whose Duty it was to have 
given the earliest advice that might be. The want of this 
advice rendered it Impossible for me to receive any orders 
with imedeate relation to your resolution. 

Upon my arrival at Albany I found your forces fell 
very much short of the Number you had agreed to raise and 
which you tho’t necessary for the service, and from the best 
Information I could get the Troops in general were not 
Equal to those which you always had employed on former 
occasions. I could not therefore think it advisable for them 
to Proceed without the assistance of Part of his Majesty’s 
Troops. 

I met with unexpected Difficulties and was much re- 
tarded in settling the connection between the regulars and 
the Provincials and before it could be fully effected and any 
Proceedings had in consequence of it, I received the news 
of the surrender of the Forts & Garrisons at Oswego and 
all his Majesty’s Possessions upon the Lakes to the French. ° 
The true State and circumstances of those forts & Garrisons 
were never represented to me by my predecessor. I had 
good reason to think, that the Enemy flushed with success, 
would make an attack upon the Provincial forces. I imedi- 
ately wrote to the several Governors and Demanded an aid 
suitable to the state of their affairs—what success I had you 
very well know. There was in some of you a Profession of 
readiness to afford assistance and the show and appearance 
of it in the Votes of the Assembly, but it turned out in fact, 
that the attempt to carry these votes into Execution were 
Defeated & Proved ineffectual. ; 

Some time after I had applyed to the several govern- 
ments for aid, it pleased God, that the recruits from London 
and the Highlands arrived, and I was able to collect a 
greater Number of recruits raised for the Royal American 
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Regimts than I had any hopes of being able to collect at that 
season of the year, all which I immediately joyned to the 
Regular Troops, and as many of them as could be spared I 
marched for the strengthening & for the security of the 
Provincial Forces. 

I have since received certain intelligence that I was not 
mistaken in my apprehensions of the Designs of the French 
and that it was the acct which they rec? from their scouts & 
spies of the actual march of the regulars, the Number of 
which was reported to be greater than it really was, which 
diverted them from the resolutions which they had formed. 

What the event of such an attack would have been God 
only knows—I was extremely anxious about it & I have the 
greatest reason to think that if it had been made upon the 
Provincials alone it would have been followed up with very 
fatal consequences. 

Your Forces after this by sickness or Desertion or both 
were dayly diminished,—the season was so far advanced 
that I had no further tho’ts of any offensive measures against 
the Enemy, and I determined that as soon as they withdrew 
the Provincials should be dismissed & that the charge which 
the several Governments were at for their pay should cease 
as soon as possible. 

This has been the state and progress of your affairs the 
year past. I hope Gentlemen, that under the guidance and 
blessing of Divine Providence the Plan of opperation for 
another year will be better Prosicuted. 

I have desired a meeting of your several governments 
by the Governors & Commissioners at this time in order to 
their Determining what Number of men they will raise to 
be employed in conjunction with his Majesty’s royal Forces 
the ensuing year. 

Considering the vast expense of supporting so large a 
Number of Troops as are employed by his Majesty for the 
Protection of his Colonies, the burthen whereof you bear no 
part, you cannot think much of contributing so small a Pro- 
portion towards your own defense, as I now require of you; 
for could I be assured of four thousand good effective men 
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to be raised by the four Governments of New England in 
such proportion as you shall settle among yourselves, I 
would not urge you to go beyond that number. 

I must recommend to you the giving better encourage- 
ment to your officers than you have formerly done which 
may be an enducement to Persons who shall be equal to 
their Posts & who will Preserve order & Discipline to en- 
gage in the service, and I think if some part of your mens 
pay were converted into a Fund to assist in giving them 
necessary cloathing it would be of great use. 

The particular Place of service in which I must employ 
these Forces it is not in my power to communicate to you. 
I wait for answers to my Letters gon to England before I 
can fully Determine upon it myself, but if you were to wait 
until I receive them before you proceed to raise the men it 
would be too late to do it for the service of this year. 

Besides, Gentlemen, great inconvenience must arise 
from making my Design Public and I know of no advantage 
which can accrue from it—the confining your men to any 
perticular service appears to me to be a Preposterous meas- 
ure. Our affairs are not in such situation as to make it 
reasonable for any Colony to be influenced by its particular 
Interest. 

The question is in what way and manner the whole may 
be secured, and the common Enemy of all most effectually 
annoyed. This is the Point I must keep in view and no 
consideration will prevail with me to Depart from it. 

You may Depend on my treating your men with all that 
tenderness and indulgence which will consist with necessary 
order & Discipline, and that I will employ them whenever 
there shall be room for it in such services as shall be most 
suitable to their genius, and the way and manner of fighting 
to which they have been used, and that they shall be dis- 
charged at furthest at the Expiration of the Term for which 
they are raised and as much sooner as the service will admit 
—but to Engage that I will employ them in this or that 
particular place only, it is what I cannot do upon any terms, 
for I think it will be more prejudicial to the Publick than 
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the whole benefit which we may expect from the Provincial 
forces would countervail. 

I do not thus express myself.to you, Gentlemen, because 
I think it a matter of but little consequence whether you 
afford me aid or not — No— I think it of such moment that 
you would never be able to attone for a refusal. 

I hope therefore you will spend no time upon this point, 
but will without delay Determine upon a complyance with 
my Proposal to you That so we may begin our Preparations 
this year earlier than ever we have done before. 

| LOUDOUN. 


COMMISSIONERS TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 


To his Excellency the Earle of Loudoun General and Com- 
mander-in-chief of all his Majesty’s Forces in North 
America &c. &c. &c. at Boston. 

The Commissioners from the several Governments of 
New England convened at Boston having Received your 
Lordships Proposal for affording an aid for the service of 
the ensuing year, beg leave before they enter into a general 
consideration of the Proposal, Humbly to pray your Lord- 
ship to signify your Intention with respect to the following 
particulars. 

1st They Pray your Lordship to inform them what 
Proportion or particular part of the charge of Provincial 
forces your Lordship expects should be born by the Colonies. 

2idy The Commissioners being apprehensive that it 

will be a great discouragement to the Inhabitants of these 
Northern Colonies from Enlisting unless assurance can be 
given that they shall not march to the southward of certain 
limits, therefore they humbly pray your Lordship to inform 
them, Whether it may consist with the public service that 
such assurance should be given, and if it may consist what 
limits your Lordship will approve of. 

3uy The Commissioners humbly Pray your Lordship 
to signify for what Length of Time it will be necessary the 
men be Raised. 

At the desire of the Commissioners, : : 

Signed, THOMS FITCH. 

Jany 31, 1757. 
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GENERAL JOHN WINSLOW’S MEMORIAL. 


To the Honble Thomas Fitch Esqt Captain General and 
Governor in and over His Majtys English Colony of Con- 
necticut and To the Hone His Majestys Council and 
house of Representatives of Said Province in General 
Court Assembled. 

The Memorial of John Winslow Esqr General of the 
Forces raised in 1756 By the Governments of the Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York, New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island for the Defence and Protection of His Majestys Ter- 
ritories from any further Encroachment of the French at 
Crown Point and upon the Lake Iroquois Commonly Called 
by the French Champlain and parts Adjacent and for Re- 
moving the Encroachments already made there. 

As well for himself as for and in the Behalf of the Gen- 
eral Staff Officers Employed in that Expedition, a List of 
which accompanys this Memorial 

Shews 

That they apprehend that the Pay Due to them 
Ought to be bore by the Several Governments, in Propor- 
tion to the Number of men Proposed by them to be raised, 
and that The Massachusets Settled the Pay for some of the 
Staff Officers Employ’d in that Expedition of which they 
Promised to Bare their proportion, as the Quarter Master 
and Adjutant General Each Ten Pound 4 Month, Secre- 
Nine pound # month the rest remained unsettled, and 
Served upon the Faith of the several Governments making 
them a Reasonable Reward, among which is your Memo- 
rialist, who from the Massachusets Received three hundred 
Pound for his Table, and four hundred Pounds In part of 
Pay, and promised that the Consideration of his Wages or 
allowance for his Services Should be afterward Considred. 

And that your Memorialist was Confirmed in the Com- 
mand by the five Governments and was favoured by your 
Honr as Governor with a Commission as Major General and 
Commander In Chief of the Forces raised in the Colony of 
Connecticut, and Did his Duty as such during the Cam- 
peign, and that he and the Other the General Staff Officers, 
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were absolutly Necessary to the Beeing of an Army and 
Equaly releated to the Several Provinces and Colonys, and 
from whom they Justly Expect their Pay, And for himself 
and Officers aforesaid Humbly Submit these matters to 
your Honour, & Honours wise Consideration, not Doubting 
but you will direct them Such pay as you in your Wisdom 
apprehend is Sufficient and Honourable to retailiate them 
for their past Important Services, Confiding in this, That 
they have Done their Duty as good Officers and soldiers in 
their Respective posts, and to the Acceptance of their Con- 
stituants, and Begs that this Memorial may have a Speedy 
Consideration & he for himself and Officers aforesaid Shall 
ever Pray 
JOHN WINSLOW 
[Indorsed] General Winslow’s Memorial Feb 1757 Bill past 
End 


GENERAL STAFF. 


A List of the General Staff of Officers of the Provincial 
Troops raised by the Province of the Massachuset Bay, Col- 
ony of Connecticut, Provinces of New York and New 
Hampshire and Colony of Rhode Island for Removing the 
French Incroachments at Crown Point &c. 


John Winslow Esqr General & Commander In 
Chief 

Phineas Lyman Esqr Major General 

Richard Gridley Esqr Chief Engineer and Com- 
mander of the Train of 
Artillery 


Colonel Nathan Whiting Quarter Master General 
Lieut Colo Bemsley Glazier Adjutant General 


Major Miles Whitworth Surgeon General 

Lieut Cole Jona Hoar Aid De Camp to the General 
& Judge Advocate 

Ralph Gulston Waldo Aid De Camp to the General 

Henry Leddel Secretary and muster Master 


General to the Army 
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John Law Aid De Camp to General 
Lyman 
John Price Store keeper to Massachusets Connecticut & 
Rhode Island 
Jeremiah Hall Commissary of the Hospital to De 
Joun WINSLOW 


DEPOSITION OF BLISS WILLOUGHBY AND MOSES MORSS. 


Samuel Mason on behalf of John Uncas as Chief of 
the Mohegan Indians & others of the said Indians 


Appellants 
Against 
The Colony of Connecticutt in New England 
Respondents 


Bliss Willoughby of Norwich & Moses Morse of Pres- 
ton in the County of New London & Colony of Con- 
necticutt in New England Gentlemen, Do severally make 
Oath as followeth and first each of the said Deponents 
speaking for himself Saith, That they live near to and 
are personally acquainted with a great Number of the 
Tribe of Mohegan Indians & that the said Tribe is divided 
into two Parties one of which Partys joins with & ad- 
heres to John Uncas as their Chief Sachem or King and 
the other joins with and adheres to Ben Uncass as their 
rightfull & Chief Sachem or King and these Deponents fur- 
ther Say That the said Party which adheres to Ben Uncass 
is much Superior in Number to the other Party which 
adheres to John Uncass, the said John Uncas’s party being 
small & inconsiderable And these Deponents say that they 
have had frequent Opportunitys of Information respecting 
the Dispute between the said Ben Uncass and John Uncass 
and that the said Ben Uncas according to the best Infor- 
mation these Deponents have received has been generally 
deemed the Lawfull Sachem of the Mohegan Tribe as well 
by the English Inhabitants of the said Colony & the other 
Neighbouring Tribes of Indians as by the said. Mohegan 
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Indians, And this Deponent Bliss Willoughby Speaking for 
himself further saith that it is currently reported & be- 
lieved by People of reputation and Credit in the said Colony 
that many of the Mohegan Indians who adhere to John 
Uncas have been Stirr’d up & Induced thereto by trifling 
presents from some of the English Inhabitants of the said 
Colony who as this Deponent has been informed & beleives 
Expect to reap some considerable Advantage if the said 
John Uncass should prevail in his Claim to the Lands in 
Question 
Buiss WILLOUGHBY 
Moses Morss 
Sworn at the public Office by both rst February 1757: 
before 
Tuo: LANE 
[Indorsed] Copy of Bliss Willoughby and Moses Morss’s 
Affidavt before a Mastr in Chancery Recd 18th Febry 


1759 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO COMMISSIONERS. 


To the Governors and Commissioners of the several Gov- 
ernments of New England ;— 
His Excellency the Earle of Loudoun’s Answer to their 

Queries of yesterday. 

1st When I had the Honour to be appointed to the 
Comand of the Forces in North America the plan for sup- 
plying the necessary Expenses of the War here was the 
same as when General Bradock came out, viz. 

That the Provinces should not only bear the Expences 
of the Troops they raised for their own defence but should 
likewise supply at their expense the Regular Troops sent 
for their Protection with Provisions. 

It was afterward agreed that a Contractor should be 
appointed to supply the regular Troops with Provisions, 
and you will see by the Secretary of State’s letter that the 
Troops Raised by the several Provinces to act in conjunc- 
tion with the Regular Troops were to be provided likewise 
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with Provisions. The Provincial Troops shall likewise be 
provided in amunition, the artillery stores will be pro- 
vided by the King, and altho’ I expect you should pro- 
vide surgeons and medicines for the ordinary service of 
your Troops I shall admitt those into Hospitals whose cases 
Require it and take the same care of them as of the other 
Troops, and I do not think myself intituled to go further. 

2dy. As I am very unwilling that by any thing that 
passes between you and me the Enemy should ever be in- 
formed that there was any part of his Majesty’s Dominions 
in North America that they could invade and be safe from 
meeting the combined forces of New England to drive them 
back & Prescribe the bounds they would permit them to 
come to, Therefore you will not insist on a Direct answer 
to this Query. 

At the same time I do assure you that I neither now 
have nor ever had the smallest intention of marching the 
Troops raised by the New England governments out of the 
limits I know they will willingly go to, and that you will 
approve of their being led into. 

3uy As to your third Query I observe you have been 
formerly in use of raising your Troops for a year, and that 
period will now answer the purpose of the service for altho’ 
I see no reason to believe I shall have occasion not to detain 
them so long, it will no prevent my sending them home as 
soon as the service will permit, and if any unforeseen acci- 
dent would make it necessary for them to continue longer 
in the service it will leave time for a fresh application to the 
several Governments. 

LOUDOUN. 

Tuesday morning, 18t Feby, 1757. 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary William Pitt writing from Whitehall, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1757, to the Governor and Company of Cannes 
cut, states that preparations are making for a campaign 
against the French in Canada during the year; that the 
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Colony is urged to raise troops at least equal in number to 
those of last year, to serve as his Majesty’s Commander 
in Chief shall direct; that stores and provisions will be fur- 
nished by the Crown, and only‘the expense of raising the 
men, their pay, arms and clothing will be required of the 
Province. Collections, 1..314.] 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO COMMISSIONERS. 


To the Governours and Commissioners of and from the 
Several Governments of New England: 

His Excellency the Earl of Loudoun’s opinion and determi- 
nation upon several points proposed and conferred upon 
at his House the 5th Instant Relative to the 4ooo men 
agreed to be raised and Employed under the Kings 
General and Commander-in-Chief in the pay of said 
Governments. 

The first thing you proposed to me, Gentlemen, was 
the time when I thought it would be necessary the men 
should be at the place of rendezvous. I think no time 
should be lost before you begin the raising yourmen. Much 
will depend upon an early or backward spring. I should 
be glad the whole forces might be ready to be mustered by 
the 25th of March at farthest. 

It is most agreeable to his Majesty’s Direction’s to me 
and to my own sentiments in the present situation of our 
affairs that the forces should be raised in Companys of 100 
men each including four Commission officers or as near to 
that number as the whole that may be furnished by any 
particular colony will admit. Besides the officers to each 
Company I desire there may be one officer to command 
from each Colony who may convey such orders as he shall 
Receive from me to all the Troops of such Colony. 

I desire particular care may be taken that both officers 
and men may be such as are fit for the service, and that 
none but able bodied men and such as can bear the fatigue 
of a Campaign in this country may be employed; unless the 
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muster masters are faithful you will be in danger of having 
many insufficient men sent out. I am afraid there was a 
great remissness in some Colonies in this respect the last 
year, and I hope there will be no cause of complaint for the 
future, 

It is of great importance that in each Colony an exact 
knowledge should be had from time to time of their forces 
raised & actually march’d that the whole number engaged 
may be compleated and any deficiency whether from deser- 
tion or any other cause may be made good. After you have 
given me assurances of a certain number of men, and I have 
ordered my Plan and measures with a dependence upon 
them, it may be of extreme bad consequences to disappoint 
me in any degree. 

I find it will be a very agreeable thing to your People 
that Courts Martial for the trial of offences should be con- 
stituted from among their own officers; and as I am willing 
they should be gratified in everything that may consist with 
his Majesty’s service, I intend that all offences in any of the 
Provincial Troops that are not of the most heinous nature, 
shall be tried and determined by the Provincial officers 
alone, and when any of the grossest crimes shall make it 
necessary for me to appoint some of the officers of his 
majesty’s regular forces I intend even then to join some of 
your Provincial officers to be assisting with them in trying 
& determining all such cases. 

As I am very desirous the forces should be raised and 
engaged in the service as soon as possible, I will allow at 
the rate of two shillings sterling pr week in lieu of provisions 
to each man from the time of their first muster untill their 
actual march or receiving the King’s Provision and this 
allowance I make for the sake of forwarding this particular 
service, and I do not intend it to serve as a precedent for 
the future. That I may act with the greater certainty with 
respect to their allowance I expect that regular returns be 
sent to me of the time and place and Number of men as 
often as any Muster shall be made. 
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MEMORIAL TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Honourable the general Assembly of the Collony 
of Connecticut, to be Held at, Hartford by Adjournment, 
On the Second Wednesday of fébruary Instant* 

The Memorial of the principle Inhabitants of the town 
of New London, Living Contiguous to the Harbour, Humbly 
Sheweth; That wee your Honours Memorialists are under 
the Strongest Aprehensions His Majesties Enemies the 
Subjects of the french King, will as soon as the Season of 
the year permits make an Hostile Atempt On this town, 
Indused thereto by the Easy Access from the Sea, and the 
hopes of plunder to be gained thereby, both on board the 
Navigation In said Harbour, and of Us the Inbabitants On 
shoar and to Compleat our ruin, If our Lives are Spared, In 
all probability, they will sett fire to the town. And how 
masy such an Hostile Intention may be Executed by a Very 
small Nuber of troops will apear by Considering, that a 
Vessell of forse may Lye Unobservd In the daytime, behind 
fishers Island, within five Leagues of this town; and In two 
hours time, Under favour of the night, may land what 
Number of men they think proper, to Compleet such 
Designe without being Discovered Untill Actualy Landed. 
In the last war with france, this Colony Ordered A Detach- 
ment of forty men, for the Service of the Battery In this 
town; and kept a guard Sloop for the safety of the Naviga- 
tion of the Colony; but Notwithstanding divers motions 
have ben made In the two last general Assemblys, that a 
guard Vessell should be built; and In a former assembly 
That a Detachment of men should be ordered for the Ser- 
vice of Said Battery, yet through The Multiplicity of 
business lying before the Hono! Assembly as your Hon- 
ours Memorialists Humbly Conceive, Neither one or the 
other of them Obtained the Desired Effect. 


* The General Assembly at the session of February 1757 authorized the en- 
listing of twenty men for service at New London in the battery and in the use of 
the artillery there. The Assembly also resolved to apply to the Earl of Loudoun 
“that proper measures may be taken for the security of our sea-coasts and naviga- 
tion.” Colonial Records. 
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Is It not Justly to be feared the Ambitious designs of 
the french King will prompt him to possess Himself of 
Some princible ports In the King of grate Brittains Domin- 
ions In North America; And as we your Honours Memo- 
rialists are Verely of Opinion there Is Not a more Excelent 
Harbour for the Navy of England, then New London Har- 
bour; If any Equal to It In North America, and this 
Harbour being Entirely with out Defence, Save only that 
there is Seven Cannon mounted In a battery, whose breast 
work Is a wall made of small stones Four feet thick, and 
not one man on duty In said battery, may we not therefore 
with the utmost Reason Conclude that this Harbour Is In 
Eminent Danger of falling Into the french Kings hands; to 
the utter Distruction of your Honours Memorlists; the 
ruin of this Colony and Unspeakable damage to the british 
Interest, and by how much the King of frances grand pro- 
jects of Conquering the British Dominions In North Amer- 
ica Is more manifest Now then It was the last warr, by so 
much the more Ought the British Colonies in North Amer- 
ica to be on there guard against so fatal a Scheme 

Perhaps some gentlemen may Imagine, the Dangers 
aforementioned, are only the Chimeras of a Timerous 
people; but when they Seriously & Calmly Consider the 
matter, whether The town only is In Danger of being 
Destroyed, and the Inhabitants ruined; or the Navigation 
of the Colony Captured; or the Enemy Securing the Har- 
bour; & fortifying It for the french King; Wee your 
Honours Memorialists are fully persuaded, they Must 
Necessarily Conclude there Is grate danger that one or 
other of these Evils (If not all) may speedily hapen (If 
proper Care be not taken to prevent them) and then all 
remedy will cease. Your Honours Cannot but know the 
french have Allready Surrounded the English Settlements 
In North America, with fortifications On the landside In 
order therefore to Compleat, the Ambitious Designs of 
that. Haughty Nation, It remains only that they posses 
themselves of Some Advantageous Harbour on the Sea 
Coasts of North America In the british Settlements, to 
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make themselves masters of the English Colonys therein 
(the grand Object france hath In View to the ruin of the 
british Intrest In America & Subversion of the protestant 
Cause. \ 

Therefore Wee you Honours Memorialists humbly hope 
the Hon! Generall assembly at their Sessions to be held at 
Hartford by adjournment as aforesaid (least the Eavils we 
fear Come upon us to Our Utter rewin before another 
Session of the Hon! general assembly will make the Neces- 
sary provision for the Safety of this Town, Considering it 
Not meerly as New London, but as the Colonys Frontier 
towards the Sea which Certainly is of as much Consequence, 
as Any Frontier towards Enemys Country, on the Land 
Side Your Honrs cant but remember that in the Late warr 
with France, this Town was Exempted From Impresses 
both of men & arms, Save only in the Case of those 
Detached for the Service of the Battery as Afores4 being 
then Considered as a Frontier, & in a dangerous Situation; 
but in the Present warr although our danger is much 
Increased, not only for want of the aid that Was then pro- 
. vided, but also in that the Grand design of the French King 
appears more Manafest Hazerdous, Yet the Town of New 
London, hath not been exempted from Impresses of any 
kind that have been Common to other Towns in this Colony 
in a Less dangerous Situation. The Eminent danger our 
Selves Familys and Estates are daily expozed to, during 
our defenceless State constrains your Honts Memorialists to 
remind your Honrs of the Dangers wee Fear, for our Selves, 
& the General Interest of this Colony, as well as the Brittish 
Interest in North America. And From your Honrs in your 
Great wisdom, wee humbly hope relief. And your Memo- 
rialists as in duty bound Schall ever Pray &¢ 

Dated at New London Feby 7th 1757 


Matr GRaveEs G SALTONSTALL 
Jos Hutt Rur Hupparp 
Sam“! LatTIMR Titus Hurusut 
Pycan ADAMS Davip GARDINER 


Gro: Ricwarps SAMLL GARDINER 


—. 
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STEPHEN LEE 
JERE MILLER 

Jn° Simson 
Matt’ Simson 
ALEX[ ? ] 
Mitt’ STEWART 
SamMLl EpGCUMBE 
NicHoLtas HaLLam 
Guy RicHarRDs 
Curis CHRISTOPHERS 
J. Mumrorp 
WILLIAM MILLER 
JosePpH CHEW 

J: S: WintHrop 
DaNIEL STARR 
Jo’ Hur.sut 
CuaS BuLKLEY 
JosErH Coir 
Epw” Rosinson 
James RoGERS 
Samlt BaLMAN 
Ho: Corr 
Nato" SHaw 
Sam! RICHARDS 
In the Lower House 


JER: CHAPMAN 
Simon SMITH 24 
Jon4 Lattimore Jnt 
NatHan Howarp 
NatHan Douctass 
Jon4 LatTTEMORE 
Wma ManwarinGc 
Joun MILLER 
PETER ROGERS 
SamLt BILL 

Joun SHAPLEY 
Amos HALtam 
James [ ? | 
James THOMP 
Joun Monroe 
Joun Dowctass 
TIMOTHY GREEN 
Joun GREEN 
Epw? PaLMEs 
Joun RiIcHARDS 
Joun BRaADDICK 
Tuo’ Fospick 
MIcHILL CHILLDS 


Messrs Will™ Wolcott Jedediah Elderkin Luke Perkins 
Obediah Johnson & Isaac Tracy are appointed A Comtee to 
Joyn such Gentlem" as shall be appointed by y® upper 
House to take into Considerasion ye Matters Contained in 
ye foregoing Memorial or Representation and Report their 
Opinion wt may be proper for this Assembly to do Relative 


thereto 


In the upper House 


Test Evinu Cuauncey Clerk 


Andrew Burr and Roger Wolcott Junt Esq's are 
appointed a Comtee to joyn the Comittee of the lower House 


in the Affair abovementioned 
Test Grorce WYLLYs Secret 
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WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Writing from Whitehall, February 19, 1757, to the 
Governor and Company of Connecticut, Secretary William 
Pitt states that Rear Admiral Holburne has been appointed 
to command a fleet to be sent to North America, and that 
application should be made to him for any naval assistance 
that may be needed; that all knowledge of arrival or move- 
ments of ships carrying warlike stores should be communi- 
cated to him; also that aid should be given in raising sea- 
men for his Majesty’s ships whenever they shall be wanted. 
Collections, I. 315. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 


My Lord 

The Govt & Company of his Majestys English Colony 
of Connecticut in Gen! Court assembled Take this first opper- 
tunity of your personal Presence to Congratulate your Lord- 
ships Safe arrival Here on your Tour ox High & Interesting 
Designs, to Visit these Exposd Plantations. 

As our most Gracious Sovereign has made ye Succour & 
Safety of his American Subjects a Main object of his Atten- 
tion & Solicitude & in many Instances renderd his Paternal 
Tenderness & concern to yt Purpose very Conspicuous, So 
among all ye Tokens of his Royall Favour your Lordshships 
appointment to your Important Station, will Stand Distin- 
guisht by y® most lasting & gratefull Remembrance 

That assemblage of Amiable & Heroick vertues by 
which your Lordship has So Long Exhibited a Caracter 
adequate to your important Command not only Exalts our 
hopes of future equally glorious Scenes but Inspires us with 
y® warmest Gratitude: That at ye Expence of all ye Pleas- 
ure and Endearments of life at home, your Lordship has on 
meer principles of Loyalty and Benevolence with ye greatest 
Magninimity amid the Rigours and Dangers of a hostile 
Wilderness Enterd into So arduous a Service, and Therein 
by every Kind and well ballane’d condescention to ye Tem- 
per and Genius of ye People and by every happy Mens to 
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cement & unite their Minds to your aid in Heiila: ye 
Grand Design. 

Accept Sir ye ardent Expressions of our Gratitude, and 
our Cordial & Unfeignd Wishes That your Condescention to 
undertake, and Indefatigable vigour in ye Execution of your 
high Commission may be Crownd with all ye Honors & 
felicitiys Resulting from a Series of unalloyd Successes in 
y® Cause of Truth and Right, which with utmost vigor to 
Promote we Shall not fail of all ye forms of Aid & assistance 
in our Power greatly Relying (under heaven) on your Lord- 
ships Distinguisht Zeal & Fortitude in ye Defence of his 
Majestys Dominions and your Kind assurance of affection 
and Benevolence to his loyall Subjects of these Colonys. 

may y® God of armys Inspire and Protect your Lord- 
ship in all your opperations and Render you an Instrument 
of lasting Honor and Safety to both his Majestys British & 
American Dominions. 

In the Name and Behalf of the Govt & Comp of the 


Colony of Connecticut 
. rT F Govt 


Gen! Assembly Feby 1757 
In the upper House 
The foregoing Draft for an Address to his Excellency 
the Earl of Loudoun is approved and ordered to be Trans- 
mitted to the lower House 
Test Grorce Wy. tys Secret 
In the Lower House 
The foregoing Adress read and aproved 
Test Evinu Cuauncey Clerk 


SPENCER PHIPS TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Letter of Lieutenant Governor to Sir Charles Hardy 
and Governor Fitch. 
Boston 26th Febry 1757. 
Sur 
The two Houses of Assembly having rec4 information 
that many of the Arms delivered to the Soldiers raised by 
this Government the last Year have been purchased by the 
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Inhabitants of New York [Connecticut *] they have desired 
me to write to your Excellency [ Honour*] and to desire that 
you would give such Orders for the recovery of them as 
shall appear necessary. The greater part of these Arms 
were King’s Arms, and the remainder were new Arms 
lately imported at the charge of the Province, and are 
something lighter than the Kings Arms. I have impow- 
ered John Toye Esq? to seize & collect all he can find within 
this Government, and as he will pass through Connecticut 
in his way to Albany in Order to see if he can find any of 
said Arms in those parts, I would pray your Excellency’s 
[ Honour’s*] Assistance if it should be needed for the recov- 
ery of any such, which he may meet with within Your 
Government. I am your Excellency’s [Honour’s*] Most 
Obedient humble Servant 
5S. PHIPS. 


BILL OF EXPENSES OF COMMISSION TO BOSTON. 
Dr The Colony of Connecticut 





1757 To expences in a Journey to Boston, 
January to confer wth his Excellency the 
& Earl of Loudoun & Govrs & Comissts 
February of the other N E Governmts 29 «24,43 
To Jonth Trumble, 17 days himself, & 
Servant and Horses 72 200250 
To Phineas Lyman Esq 17 days for 
himself, Servant & Horses 5S 6 rg 
To Majt Elihu Hall 17 days for him- 
self & Horse 9: 8 © 
To Cole Elipha Dyar for Ditto ee a: 
M1919 A C22 
To The Governor and Comissioners, for 
their Journey to Boston Cr 
1757 by Cash received of The Treas for 
January Expenses 450 


* Alternative reading. 


oo 
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Concurred in the Upper House with This 
Alteration 
That the Grant made 
To Cole Johth Trumble be 47 17 6 
To Cole Phineas Lyman pee vie ns 
To Cole Elipha Dyar 6-10-46 
To Majr Elihu Hall GS ose 
& That Instead of The Ballance of Seven pounds Nine shil- 
lings & Two pence, be Inserted fourteen pounds Ninteen 
shillings & Two pence 
[| Indorsed] Comissioner’s To Boston 1757 Feb 


THOMAS FITCH TO SPENCER PHIPS. 


Norwa.k 5th March 1757. 
Sir 
The Assembly of this Colony at the last Session Ap- 
pointed Persons in the several parts of the Government to 
collect the Kings Arms that might be found in the hands of 
any of the Inhabitants and to seise such as had been by any 
means pretended to be sold or Disposed of, which Orders 
extend as well to those which were delivered to your 
souldiers as to those delivered to Ours, which provision I 
suppose comes fully up to your request in your Letter of 
the 26th last which I this Day received; And as I shall En- 
deavour that all the Arms found in this Government belong- 
ing to yours shall be secured to be delivered to your Order, 
I Doubt not you will take the like Care respecting any 
found with your People that ought to be secured and de- 
livered to the Care of this Government; and by such mutual 
assistance hope we may prevent such Embezelments as 
might otherways happen with Impunity. 
I am Sir with much respect 
Yours Honours most Obedient 
and most humble Servant. 
THOS FITCH. 
The Honble Spencer Puirps Esq? 
[Indorsed] Letter from Mt Thomas Fitch March 5. 1757 
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JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[John Pownall their secretary, writing on behalf of the 
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, from Whitehall, 
March 7, 1757, to the Governor and Company of Connecti- 
cut, incloses an Act to prohibit the exportation of sundry 
articles of food from his Majesty’s colonies, unless to Great 
Britain or Ireland or some of the said colonies. Collections, 
Tare: | 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM PITT. 


Norwr_k 16th March 1757* 

Ser 

Your Letter to the Governor and Company of this 
Colony acquainting us that his Majesty has been pleased to 
Appoint you to be his Principal Secretary of State for the 
Southern Department has been Received with the Printed 
Copies of his Majestys most gracious Speach and the ad- 
dresses of the two Houses of Parliament and am to acquaint 
you that as we shall address our Letters to You according 
to your Direction so the Colony gratefully accept your kind 
Assurances to Lay them before the King and also beg leave 
to ask your good offices in Recommending them to his 
Favourable acceptance and to Return our most Humble 
thanks to our most gracious Soveraign that he is pleased to 
make the Succour and Preservation of his American Domin- 
ions under the growing Danger to which they are exposed 
so much the object of his Royal Care and Solicitude 

The United Resolutions of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment in favour of the Protection of these Colonies against 
the Attempts of the Common Enemy greatly encourage us 
amidst the thretning Aspect of affairs in this Land this 
Colony Spirited by these Encouragements warmed with 





* Pitt in his letter to the Colony of September 16, 1757, says, “‘I have received 
Mr. Fitch’s letter of March 8th.” It seems improbable that Fitch had written to 
Pitt eight days earlier than the date of the letter here printed, which bears every 
evidence of being hisrfirst communication to the newly appointed secretary. Ap- 
parently Pitt made an error in hisstatement of the date of this letter; or there may 
have been confusion due to the recent change from old to new Style. 
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Zeal for his Majestys Service and most heartily Engaged to 
Exert itself with Vigour for the Defence and Protection of 
the Country and for annoying the Enemy has Chearfully 
Undertaken to Raise Equip and pay fourteen Hundred 
Effective Men including officers for his Majestys Service to 
Act in Conjunction with the Kings Regular Troops the En- 
suing Campaign under the Command of the Earl of Loudoun, 
which Number his Lordships was pleased to Demand of 
Conneticut as their Proportion of four thousand Men Re- 
quired of the four New England Governments. and altho 
the Assembly apprehended the Proportion Assigned for 
this Colony was greater than their Just Quota of the whole 
and the Colony is Extreamly Loaded with Debt yet they 
made no Hesitation but immediately voted to Raise the 
Number Required our Troops are now Enlisting and will I 
presume soon be Ready to take the Field. 
I am Sir with great Esteem 
Your most Obedient and most 
Humble Servant 
THO? FYPCH 
The Right Honourable WiLL" Pirr &c &c 
[Indorsed] Letter to Mr Pitt Secretary of State 16 March 


1757 


JAMES SYMES’ STATEMENT. 


As Mt Ledyard Informs me it will be attended with 
much difficulty to Supply the Troops with Provisions at this 
place & thinks it will be much more convenient & for the 
good of the Service that each man should receive 3 shills 
Str 7 week & supply themselves with Provisions untill they 
reach Albany or any other place where Stores of Provisions 
are, I the Subscriber in behalf of Christ Kilby Esq? do agree 
to the above proposall & that the money shall be paid at 
the head quarters at Albany upon giving proper returns 
therefor 

HartrorpD 17 March 1757 

James SYMES 


298 FITCH PAPERS. 


JOHN LEDYARD TO THOMAS FITCH.* 
thd 

With this the Accounts will ke deliverd it was a matter 
of more Labour to Pick the Articles out Cast all a new and 
range it than I imagind find it Cost Colle Trumble & yé¢ 
Secretary near a month [ | Cape Breton Exped” 

There is the important Article of Expence on the re- 
turning March entirely omitted 1 could find no method to 
Support a proper charge and Lord Loudoun will I fear 
(should it come to his knowledge) object yt Provisions were 
ready to be dd to every Man yt if a Soldier would not carry 
Provisions for a weeks March the King ought not to be 
charg’d his Tavern Expences 

the Conducting yt affair has been so very loose yt I 
Could not devise how to give it a tolerable aspect or firm 
standing with the articles of charge fear’d twould disgrace 
y® whole it will cost the Colony more y" £1000 if your 
Honour thinks adviseable to mention it in a Letter yt ye 
[ |] have paid marching Expence of about 2000 
men (for some of them took Provisions as offerd) possibly it 
may have some good Effect many little out of the way 
things Such as dryd Apples &c are omitted. 

Our Bread has been bought too high the Earl told us 
they were Counted by Bakers to receive Flour & deliver ~ 
Bread weight for Weight 

my Lord askt to have the Accounts we answerd him 
they should be prepard and forwarded now they come for yt 
purpose as it may be most agreeable to they go by yt Hon- 
ours dispatch 

many other things are deliverd to my Lords Officers 
which cant Regularly charge believe twill be our Duty to 
wait on Mr Kilby and endeavour personally a Settlemt wth 
him when he returns to N Haven 





* This is probably the letter from John Ledyard to Goy. Thomas Fitch of 
March 21, 1757, referred to in Gov. Fitch’s reply of the esth. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO JOHN LEDYARD. 


Norwatk 25th March 1757 
ar 
I Received your Favour of the 21stinstant but no ac- 
counts, the Affair of Subsisting the Troops being Settled 
according to Lord Loudouns Directions I am not willing to 
interpose. the Troops are to be Subsisted at the Place of 
Rendezvouze and on their March &c by the Crown and Care 
will doubtless be taken that it shall be done in a proper 
Manner. Lord Loudoun will have no tavern Accounts to 
pay but orders the souldiers to take Marching Provisions 
with them but if they can agree with the Victualler for 
Money in Lieu of Provisions Well. but think it best for 
them to do it I have ordered the Companies to March 
as they come in provided the Camp Equipage be arrived at 
Albany so that as it will not be best for the whole to March 
in a Body neither is it intended they Should. I have sent 
forward one Set of the Colonys Accounts if any Mistake has 
happened Should be glad to have it pointed our before I 
send the other. 
I am Sir with much Respect 
your very Humble Servant 
THO? FITCH 
Joun Lepyarp Esqt 


JOAN LEDYARD TO THOMAS FITCH. 


Hartrorp 30th March 1757 
S7 
On my Return from Norwich Monday Last found my 
Self Honour’d with Your Letter of ye 25th the Accounts 
were not Sent as my Letter went by an unexpected Hand 
who I heard Required Pay if he Carryed them, they have 
Layn at ye Secretarys and I now Send # Mr Symes the 
Bearer. 
what your Honour Mentions of Subsisting the Troops 
will Doubtless have Due wright and I presume probably 
Determine the pay Table to Conduct in Conformity. I find 
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by a Meno Mr Symes took from ye Proclamation of the 
Massachusetts that Lord Loudon has agreed to give their 
Soldiers 2 / Sterle {2 week and that Province have added 3s 
prock™ which Makes for the Troops 5 / q2@ week proc: 
Money for Billerting till they Receive the Kings Allowance. 

I wish no murmuring may be in our. Troops at the 
Massachusetts having so great an advantage. Nothing 
(that I Know of or Expect) is done for or about Subsisting 
y® Forces of this Goverment besides this Mt Symes has 
Sign’d a writing which Imports that In behalf of Mr Kilby- 
he Engages S4 Forces Shall be Paid 3 / Sterling ® week til 
They Receive ye Kings How it will opperate that the 
Kings Pay 2 / @ week at ye Massachusetts and 3 / at Con- 
necticutt I know not 

Thought it my Duty to Mention these things and if on 
further openings of the Billerting Affair Your Honour 
Should Think any Different Measures may be Proper to be 
Pursued a Line to the Pay-Table will be Greatly Obliging 
with high Deference I our 

St Your Honours 
Dutifull & Oblig4 Seryt 

[Indorsed] to Govt Mt Syms’s Covenant &c all relating to 

Billeting ye Troops April 1757 


THOMAS FITCH TO JAMES WEST. 


Norwatk Connecticut rrth April 1757 

Sir 

The Commands of the Lords Commissioners of his 
Majesty’s Treasury Signified by your Letter to the Gov- 
ernor and Company of this Colony of the 15 of October 
last I have received and am to Desire you to acquaint their 
Lordships that as this Colony was not able for want of 
money in hand to furnish out the Troops proposed for his 
Majesty’s Service the last Campaign without borrowing 
Ten Thousand pounds of the Kings money, so on receiving 
it in pursuance of Mr Shirley’s Warrant the Colony gave 
the best Security possible to replace the same in the hands 
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of the Deputy Pay master out of the first money that should 
be received as part of the Grant of Parliament; and in Case 
that failed, the money was to have been collected by Taxes 
then laid as a fund for that purpose. 

I am further to Desire you to acquaint their Lordships 
that upon the Arrival of the money granted by Parliament, 
The ten Thousand pounds borrowed by this Colony was 
immediately and fully paid which was a month or two Even 
before the Date of Your Letter, which I conclude they may 
have before this Time heard of; And as the lending and 
borrowing that money was intended to promote his Majesty’s 
Service, and in the Consequence I presume no ways preju- 
dicial to it, I hope their Lordships will approve of the ole 
taken in this particular for that purpose. 

I am Sir Your most Obedient 
and most humble Servant 
THOS BITCH 
Mr WEst 


THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 


Norwatk 11th April 1757 

My Lords 

The General Assembly of this Colony having taken into 
Consideration the importance of preventing Our Provisions 
from being carried to the French had before the Receipt 
and Even before the Date of your Lordships Letter of the 
gt October last signifying his Majestys pleasure Relative to 
that matter passed an Act and thereon Proclamation was 
Issued to oblidge the Masters or Owners of all Vessells 
before any provisions were put on Board to give proper and 
Sufficient Security that such as should be laden on Board 
any Vessel should be landed within his Majesty’s Dominions 
and Certificates thereof to be returned otherwise their Bonds 
to be put in Suit; This restraint is to Continue till June and 
as it has, so Doubtless it will, fully answer his Majestys In- 
tentions Signifyed in your Letter till that Time; And if the 
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Public Service shall then require it, I make no Doubt the 
Assembly will make such further provioion as may be found 
Necessary to Continue the Restraint for Such Time as the 
Occasion of it remains. - 

Since those measures were come into there has been on 
the Request of the Earl of Loudoun an Embargo laid on all 
the Shipping in the Colony of fourty Tons and upwards 
which took Place the fore part of last month and Still Con- 
tinues; more Effectual means I apprehend Can’t well be 
Devised to answer his Majesty’s Expectation than what now 
are in Force in the Colony. 

I beg Leave further to acquaint your Lordships that as 
Lord Loudoun Commander in Chief of*all his Majesty’s 
Forces in North America was pleased to Demand of the 
four New England Governments an Aid of four Thousand 
Men for the next Campaign and to require fourteen hundred 
of them from this Colony; The Assembly tho’ Judging this 
Government overcharged about two hundred Men, yet as in 
former Services so now readily undertook and accordingly 
raised the Proposed Number which are Soon to take the 
Field. These Services tho’ Chearfully undertaken are 
Extreamly burdensome, and Especially to a small Colony 
loaded with Debt occasioned by past Services wherein the 
Inhabitants Exerted themselves with Distinguisht Resolu- 
tion and Zeal. 

I am My Lords 
with the highest Esteem your 
Lordships most Obedient 
and most humble Servant 
THOS® FITCH 
The Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations 


PRICE ABBO'T’S INLISTMENT. 


I Price Abbot do acknowledge, to have voluntarily in- 
listed myself to Serve his Majesty King George the Second; 
in a Regiment of foot to be comanded by Phinehas Lyman 
Esq, and in the eleventh Company in said Regiment, to be 
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raised by the Colony of Connecticutt; to Act in conjunction 
with the King’s regular Troops, The Next Campaign under 
the Comand of his Excellency The Earl of Loudoun, Gen- 
eral & Comander in cheif of all his Majesty’s Forces in North 
America for the Term of One Year, from the first of March 
1757- 

Witness my Hand. The 12th day of April, in the Year 
of our Lord 1757. 

Prick ABBOT 


These are to Certify, That Price Abbot, The above 
Named came Before me, One of his Majesty’s Assistants 
for the Colony of Connecticutt, and Acknowledged to have 
Voluntarily inlisted him self to Serve his Majesty King 
George The Second in the above Said Regiment and Com- 
pany; he also Acknowledged he had heard The Second & 
Sixth Sextions of The Articles of War against Mutiny & 
Desertion, read unto him, & took the Oath of Fidelity, 
mentioned in the Articles of War. Lebanon 28th April A 
Dom: 1757. 

Jon™#! Trumsie Assist 


Received 28th April 1757, of Lieut Azel Fitch of the 
Eleventh Company in the Regiment raised in Connecticutt, 
for the next Campaign, # Hand of Jonathan Trumble, The 
sum of Two pounds, Two shillings for Bounty—and One 
pound Twelve shillings for The first months Wages; Which 
is in The Whole Three pounds fourteen shillings Lawful 
Money; for which I have Signed to Two Receipts of This 
Tenor & Date, I Say Rec4 

q? Price ABBorT 

2 2 Bounty 

1 12 Wages 





4 3 %4 
[Indorsed] Price Abbot’s Inlistment & Receipt April rath 
Accepted for April 12th 
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EARL OF HOLDERNESSE TO COLONY OF 
CONNECTICUT. 
Duplicate, 
WhireHaLt May 24 1757. 
Gentlemen, 

The Crops of Corn, having, from the Badness of the 
Season last Year, greatly failed in many Parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which makes a Supply thereof very 
much wanted, for which Reason Orders have been sent to 
purchase large Quantities in America; and it being appre- 
hended that the Ships loaded therewith, may not be able to 
sail, on Account of the Embargo laid in Several Parts of 
America, by Lord Loudoun’s Desire on all Ships in general, 
by which Means His Majesty’s Dominions in Europe may be 
greatly distressed; I am commanded to signify to you the 
King’s Pleasure, that you do immediately upon the Receipt 
of this Letter, cause any Embargo, that shall be then sub- 
sisting within your Colony, either in Consequence of Lord 
Loudoun’s Application to you, or of any Directions sent you 
by the Board of Trade to be taken off from all Vessels 
loaded with Corn, or any other Species of Grain, for Great 
Britain and Ireland, and that you do take particular Care, 
that no future Embargo which it may be thought expedient 
to lay, do extend to Vessels so loaded, but, on the contrary, 
you will give all proper Encouragement and Assistance to 
Persons, who shall be employed in the purchasing and 
shipping Corn for the Supply of His Majesty’s Dominions 
in Europe, taking care, that they do give sufficient Security 
for landing the Cargos at the Places for which they shall be 
designed, agreeable to an Act of Parliament, passed this 
Session, Entitled, An Act to prohibit, for a limited time, 
the Exportation of Corn, Grain, Meal, Malt, &c &c, which 
Act has been transmitted to you by the Lords Commission- 
ers for Trade and Plantations. I am 

Gentlemen, Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
HOLDERNESSE, 

Govt & Company of Connecticut. 

[Indorsed] Duplicate Letter from the Earl of Holdernesse 

24 May 1757 Rec4d 19 July . 
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EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[The Earl of Loudoun wrote on May 2, 1757, to Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch regarding the number of troops to be 
furnished by Connecticut for the coming campaign, and 
suggesting that, as the number directed by the Secretary of 
State, William Pitt, was greater than the number already 
assigned, the militia of the colony be armed and hold them- 
selves ready to march and enter service if needed. See 
letter from Gov. Fitch to the Earl of Holdernesse of July 
20, 1757; Rhode Island Colonial Records, VI. 52; New Hamp- 
shire Provincial Papers, V1. 595. | 


EARL OF HOLDERNESSE TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[The Earl of Holderness writes from Whitehall, May 
, 1757, to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, 
giving information of piratical behaviour towards Spaniards 
in the West Indies by two privateers, one of them from New 
York, the other from Halifax; and states that the King has 
directed prosecutions to be begun against the two priva- 
teers, and directs that if either of them put into any port of 
the Colony, they are to be detained and proper notice given; 
also printed copies are inclosed of the King’s Additional 
Instructions of October 5, 1756, one of which is to be given 
to each privateer putting into port that has not already re- 
ceived one. Collections, 1. 317.] 


20 


THOMAS FITCH TO DANIEL WEBB. 


[Pursuant to a request made by the Earl of Loudoun in 
a letter to Governor Thomas Fitch, dated May 2, 1757, the 
General Assembly ordered the militia of the Colony to be 
armed and to hold themselves in constant readiness to 
march to the aid of the forces already in the field. Fitch 
gave information of this action to Major General Daniel 
Webb, the commander of the forces sent against Canada. 
[See letters from Fitch to the Earl of Holdernesse of July 
zo and Nov. 17, 1757. | 


20 
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JOHN POWNALL TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[John Pownall, by direction of the Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations, writes from Whitehall June 3, 1757, 
to the Governor and Company of Connecticut inclosing a 
copy of Resolutions of the House of Commons of May 23, 
1757, that the colonists may be fully apprised of the sense 
of that House upon such extraordinary claims. Collections, 
[318s] 


RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


[Copy of Resolutions of the House of Commons of the 
23d of May, 1757, upon certain Resolutions of the Assembly 
of the Island of Jamaica of the 29th of October, 1753. 

The Jamaica Resolution, here copied, asserts the in- 
herent and undoubted right of their Representatives to 
raise and apply moneys for the Government, and to appoint 
persons for the receiving and issuing thereof, which rights 
they have exerted and will always exert in such a manner 
as they judge most conducive to the service of his Majesty 
and the interest of his people. The House of Commons re- 
solved that the Jamaica resolution, so far as it imparted a 
claim of right to raise and apply public money without the 
consent of the Governor and Council, is illegal and deroga- 
tory to the rights of the Crown; and that the Jamaica reso- 
lutions overlook the fact that the Goyernor is instructed to 
withold his assent to any bill that does not contain a clause 
suspending its execution until his Majesty’s pleasure be 
known. Collections. I. 319. | 


COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE AND PLANTATIONS 
TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 

[Letter dated Whitehall, June 9, 1757, from the Com- 
missioners for Trade and Plantations, signed by Dunk Hali- 
fax, James Oswald, W. G. Hamilton, W. Sloper and Soame 
Jenyns, to the Governor and Company of Connecticut re- 
quests that an account be sent of the quantity of iron made 
in the Colony from Christmas 1749 to January 5, 1756. 
Collections, I. 321. | 
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THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF HOLDERNESSE. 


Norwatk 20 July 1757 
My Lord 

Having in my Letter of the 16 March last to the 
Right Honourable Mr Pitt given an Account of the Number 
of the Troops Demanded of this Colony by the Earl of Lou- 
doun for the Service of the Currant Year and the forward- 
ness they were then in; I beg Leave now to acquaint Your 
Lordship that as the Colony Chearfully complied with Lord 
Loudoun’s Demand so all possible Expedition was used in 
raising the men for the Kings Service wherein they have 
been for months past and now are emploi’d according to his 
Lordships Directions. 

I received on the 4th of May Mr Pitts Letter of the 4th 
February Signifying his ‘‘Majesty’s pleasure the Colony 
should raise with the utmost expedition a Number of Pro- 
vincial Troops at least Equal to those raised the last year 
for the Service of the Ensuing Campaign;” at the same 
time I received from the Earl of Loudoun a Letter of the 
24 of May wherein he signified to me that ‘‘as he had 
Settled the Quota of Men to be raised by this Colony for 
the Operations of the Year and the Neighbouring Provinces 
before the Secretary of State’s Letter arrived he had some 
Doubt if the addition now required by that Letter to put 
them on the Foot of last Year with respect to Number 
could be raised and march’d to take the Field in Due Time 
to Enter upon Service therefore both to comply with the 
Secretary of States Orders and for the greater Security of 
the Country it appeared to him absolutely Necessary that 
the Militia of this Colony should be properly arm’d and 
furnished with Ammunition and have a Standing order to 
march to the Aid and Assistance of the Forces under the 
Command of Major General Webb or the Commander of his 
Majesty’s Forces in that Quarter on his Requisiton &c”’ 

Having an Opportunity in about Ten Days after; I 
laid those matters before the General Assembly who taking 
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them into Consideration gave orders to have the Militia of 
the Government and all Householders furnished with Arms 
and Ammunition according to a Law which directs them to 
be constantly provided and that the Law might be Strictly 
observed ordered a general view of arms and that on their 
muster the Captains of Every Company should Declare to 
the Souldiers that they must hold themselves in readiness 
upon the Shortest Notice to march to the Assistance Suc- 
cour and Relief of such Fort Town Place &c: as should be 
attacked orin Danger of an Attack from the Enemy, by 
which means the Assembly have Endeavoured to have the 
force of the Government in as good a posture for Defence 
as may be in Case of any Sudden Emergency and I trust if 
an alarm should happen from any Quarter the Inhabitants 
will exert themselves according to the Exigency of the 
Case. I beg leave to acquaint Your Lordship that altho’ 
the Assembly readily came into these measures which they 
well approve of for the Defence and Safety of the Country, 
and were Desirous to comply with Lord Loudoun'’s propo- 
sals Yet they supposed that they had before this raised the 
Number of Troops proposed by Mr Pitts Letter and more; 
for altho’ the Year before 2500 Men were ordered to be ° 
raised Yet twelve hundred and fifty was the Number then 
required and expected as Our proportion of ten Thousand 
but the Government added the other 1250 on Account of 
the Deficiency of the Southern Governments least for want 
of their Quota’s the Number would be so small as to render 
the Attempt not only fruitless but rash; therefore to Con- 
sider Our Numbers on such special Occasions as a General 
Rule or for a president on future Occasions would Charge 
this Colony with an unequal and with respect to some a 
Double burden Your Lordship will be pleased to Excuse 
this Digression seeing it appears necessary to set the Colony 
in that advantageous Light which it Justly Deserves. 

Iam further to acknowledge the receipt of Mr Pitt’s 
Letter of the r9th of February, and Your Lordships Letters 
of the 24 and 20th May and shall be very carefull in con- 
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formity to his Majesty’s Commands respecting the Several 
particulars therein Signified 
Iam my Lord with the highest Esteem Your 
Lordships most obedient and 
most humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 
The Earl of Holdernesse. 


THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 

[Governor Thomas Fitch writes from Norwalk, July 
22, 1757, to the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, 
that he has duly received and has ordered reprinted a copy 
of the Act of Parliament prohibiting exportation of grain 
and other food stuffs; that a prohibition has been laid on 
the exportation of provisions unless security is given that 
they are to be landed in some part of his Majesty’s domin- 
ions; that 1,400 men are now in service under Lord Lou- 
doun, and the ports and sea coasts remain in the same state 
as previously. The duplicate of this letter in the Public 
Record Office is indorsed ‘‘Reced Oct. 6 Read Novr 341757.” 
Collections, 1. 322. | 


DANIEL WEBB TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Major General Daniel Webb wrote from Fort Edward 
on July 30, 1757, to Governor Thomas Fitch saying that the 
exigency of affairs required the immediate reinforcement of 
the quotas already in service and requesting the sending 
forward of additional troops. See letter from Gov. Fitch 
to the Earl of Holdernesse of Nov. 17, 1757; Rhode Island 
Colonial Records, V1. 74. | 


GABRIEL CHRISTIE TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[The Quarter Master, Captain Gabriel Christie, wrote 
from Albany on August 4, 1757, to Governor Thomas Fitch 
announcing the investment of Fort William Henry by the 
enemy and requesting that all the assistance possible be 
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sent with the utmost dispactch.* See letter from Gov. 
Fitch to the Earl of Holdernesse of Nov. 17, 1757-] 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO. THOMAS FITCH. 


From on Board His Majesty’s Ship 
Winchelsea at Sea Augt 18th 1757. 
OU 
As I have received, from Governor Pownall, the Ac- 
counts, of Fort William Henry being taken by the Enemy, 
and of the wise and speedy Measures he has taken, to send 
a sufficient Force to Put a Stop to the Enemys Progress; I 
can have no doubt from your known Zeal, for the Publick 
good, that you have cooperated with him in every thing; 
and that you will continue to give every Assistance Your 
Province, which abounds with men, can furnish: And must 
further add, that in case the Enemy advance into the Coun- 
try, the most Effectual method of stopping their Progress, 
will be, to Power down all your back Inhabitants on their 
Rear; and Prevent their being able, to bring up any Provi- 
sions or Supplies of any kind; and to keep them in Continual 
Alarms; which will both Prevent their Harrassing the Coun- 
try by Parties, and reduce their strength more than by any 
other method you can take I am on my way to New York, 
with an Army, to drive the Enemy back. In case the Winds 
Prevent my getting into the Hook, I shall Land on Long 
Island; and must desire that you will Order all the Sloops, 
that can be of use in carrying the Troops up the Hudsons 
River, to be Assembled at New York for that Purpose; and 
if your Province can give Us any assistance, in case of Our 
coming into the sound, I am sure you will have it ready, 
either of Pilot Boats or Carriages. 
I must depend on your having a Watchfull care of 
Number four, and of throwing in any Aid or Suplies it may 


want. 
I am Sir &c 
Governor Fitcu of Connecticut. 





*In addition to a letter similar to this, Capt. Christie wrote further letters to 
Gov. Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire on Aug. 5, 8, 10, 11, 14, at first repeat- 
ing his request for reinforcements and later announcing and giving particulars of 
the capitulation of the fort. Whether similar letters were written to Gov. Fitch is 
not known. 
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P. S. as Carriages may be very much Wanted, I must 
beg of you to have your People in readiness to set out with 
great Numbers of them, on the shortest notice from me, in 
which you shall have directions where to send them. 
[Indorsed] Copy Letter from the Earl of Loudoun to Gov- 

ernor Fitch. At Sea Augt 18th 1757. in the E. of Lou- 

doun’s of Augt 16: & Oct? 17: 1757. 


DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO JOHN HEWETT.* 


Copy 
CLAREMONT Augt 27th 1757. 
Dear Sir, 

I have the Favor of your Letter, & am always glad to 
obey your Commands, when It is in My power. I am so 
sensible of your Friendship, & you are so reasonable in all 
your Applications, That I should be very ungrateful, if I 
did not comply with them, Whenever I can. I should also 
be very glad to oblige Mt Acklome. I will enquire into 
This Office, and if It Such a One, as you Yourself shall 
think, upon Knowing The Value of it, proper for Mr Ack- 
lome’s Friend, He shall have it. I don’t know of any Pre- 


vious Engagement. 
* * * * * * %* 


HOLLES NEWCASTLE 
[Indorsed] Copy to Mt Hewett Augt 27 1757. 


JONATHAN ACKLOM TO DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
Wyseton Augst 28th 1757 
My Lord 
I should not presume to address your Grace for the 
Favour I am going to ask, but on certain Information that 
It will not be applied for by Any Body of Consequence; and 
that very often the Nomination of a Colony Agent is re- 
quested you Want of even an Offer. The Traders of Con- 
necticut some Time since petitioned for the Appointmt of 
an additional Collector to be fixed at Newhaven in that 





* Member of Parliament for Nottingham, 
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Province, wch I’m inform’d was favourably rect at the 
Board & waits now only the Approbation of ye Surveyor 
General from Boston. If such additional Officer is appointed 
I shoud entertain a very grateful Sense of your Grace’s 
Kindness by bestowing the Place upon my Friend Mr Jos. 
Harrison of Newport in Rhode Island. His marrying a 
very near Relation woud not be an Inducement but on the 
Assurance of his being thoroughly qualified. I have long 
been on a Footing of particular Intimacy with Him, but I 
believe his Abilities & Integrity are unquestionable to Any 
who know Him. 

Both my Father & Myself have ever been strongly at- 
tach’d to your Graces Interest & the last Time I was hon- 
our’d with yt Commands I took all ye Pains in my Power & 
succeeded (tho not without Trouble & Expense), in pro- 
curing the Votes you pointed out. That my Friend may 
not suffer from a State of Suspense a Line from your Grace 
or by your Order in Answt to This will be gratefully rec4 
b 

: my Lord your Graces 
most obliged 
obedt humble Servt 
JON. ACKLOM. 

Your Grace I don’t doubt has rec? a Letter from Mr 
Hewit on this Subject. I know it is in Favour of my 
Friend, of whom He entertains a very favourable opinion. 
[Indorsed] Wyseton, Augt 28th 1757. Mr Achlam. R 3o0t 
(Mr Jos: Harrison to be Collector at Connecticut) 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Perhaps under date of New York, September 7, 1757, 
the Earl of Loudoun wrote to Governor Thomas Fitch 
stating that Connecticut troops then in service should be 
dismissed as early as was consistent with the safety of the 
provinces and the good of the service, and requesting that 
the colony furnish 280 men to remain through the winter to 
be employed as rangers. Colontal Records, XI. 61; New 
Hampshire Provincial Papers, XVIII. 461.] 
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WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary William Pitt under date of Whitehall, Sep- 
tember 16, 1757, writes to the Governor and Company of 
Connecticut that Mons. d’Abreu, the Spanish Envoy Extra- 
ordinary, having made complaints of violences and depre- 
dations committed by his Majesty’s subjects in America 
against those of Spain, the utmost vigor is directed in en- 
forcing the Additional Instruction of October 5, 1756, and 
strict orders are given against disturbing any Spanish vessel 
bound to a port of Spain in America. Collections, I. 323. | 


THOMAS FITCH’S ORDER TO THE SHERIFFS. 


Colony of Connecticut ss. 
To the Several Sheriffs of the Respective Counties 
in the Colony of Connecticut or to their Deputies Greeting 
Whereas I have Received from the Earl of Holdernesse 
one of his Majestys Principal Secretaries of State an Extrat 
of a Letter from Vice Admiral Townshend to Mr Clevland 
and Copies of Certain Affidavits thereto Annexed concern- 
ing Certain notorious Acts of Violence alleged to have been 
committed by the Privateer Peggy of New York Richard 
Hadden Commander Some time in y® month of December 
last against A Spanish vessel in the West Indies Don Felipe 
D’ Frances Subject of the King of Spain Commander and 
have also Received his Majestys Commands Signifyed by 
the Earl of Holdernesse that in Case the said Privatier &c 
put into Any Port within this Government That I Cause 
the Same to be Detained giving immediate Notice to the 
Governor of New York of the Arrival and Detention of the 
Said Peggy the said Hadden Commander in order that he 
may send me such Directions thereupon as he shall Judge 
most Expedient for the Execution of the Kings Commands 
Signifyed to him upon this Occasion. Therefore in pursu- 
ance of the forementioned orders 
You are hereby in his Majestys Name Commanded on 
Sight hereof forthwith to Seize the said Privateer Peggy as 
also the S4 Richard Hadden Master or Commander thereof 
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if to be found in any Port or place within Your Respective 
Bailawick, and the Same Secure in Safe Custody and Detain 
giving me immediate Notice of your Doings herein that I 
may give such further Directions thereupon as may be most 
Expedient for Executing the Kings Commands in the Prem- 
ises Hereof you may not fail. Dated at New Haven the 
15th Day of Octobt ADom. 1757. 
Tuo’ Fitcu Govt 
[Indorsed] An Order to the Sheriff to apprehend Hadden 
for Acts of Violence Committed against the Spaniards 
15th Octobt 1757 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO THE KING. 


| Probably in the late autumn of 1757 Richard Partridge, 
agent for Connecticut, petitioned the King for a reimburse- 
ment to that Colony of £13,736 17 7 expended in provisions 
&c. for the troops. The petition, which has not been found, 
is referred to in William Pitt’s letter of November 11, 


me 78 


WILLIAM PITT TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 
WHITEHALL Nov. 11th 1757 
My Lords 
the Inclosed Petition of Richard Partridge Agent for 
Colony of Connecticut in New England having been laid be- 
fore the King I am commanded to signify to your Lordships 
his Majesty’s pleasure that you do take the same into your 
consideration & that you do report your opinion how far 
you think it reasonable that the sum therein said to have 
been expended in Stores, Provisions &c should be reim- 
bursed to the Colony. 
I am my Lords 
Your Lordships 
most Obedt humble Seryt 
Wroea lr, 
Lords of Trade 
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[Indorsed] Connecticut Lre. from the Honble Mr. Pitt, to 
this Board dated Nov. 11. 1757. referring for their 
Lordships Consideration & Opinion a Petition of the 
Agent of Connecticut to His Majesty, praying a reim- 
bursemt of £13736 17 7 Sterle expended in Provisions 
&c for the Troops raised by that Colony. W. 5. Re- 
ceived Novt 12 Read 18 1757. 


THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF HOLDERNESSE. 


[In a letter dated Norwalk, November 17, 1757, to the 
Earl of Holdernesse, Governor Thomas Fitch mentions the 
surrender of Fort William Henry to the French on August 
9, and gives a detailed account of the sending of troops 
from the Colony to afford aid against the French —at first 
t1oo men of the militia, and later one fourth of the militia 
and one half of a regiment nearest Albany, the whole at an 
expense of £12,000, or £15,000,— and ventures the opinion 
that had the fort held out ten days longer, and other colonies 
sent troops in the same proportion as did Connecticut, the 
surrender might have been avoided. The duplicate of this 
letter in the Public Record Office is indorsed ‘‘R March 
28.” Collections, 1. 325. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE 
AND PLANTATIONS. 

[Governor Thomas Fitch writes from Norwalk, Novem- 
ber 18, 1757, to the Commissioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions, that a committee of the Assembly appointed for the 
purpose report that from Christmas 1749 to January 5, 1756, 
there has been about 120 tons of bar iron made annually in 
the Colony, some of it made out of pigs and some wrought 
directly from the ore. The duplicate of this letter in the 
Public Record Office is indorsed ‘‘Reced March 29, Read 
April 6, 1758.” Collections, 1. 327. | 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


Writing from Whitehall, December 30, 1757, to the 
Governor and Company of Connecticut, Secretary William 
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Pitt says that the King has appointed Major General Aber- 
cromby to succeed the Earl of Loudoun as Commander in 
Chief of the forces in North America, and that he is to be 
obeyed accordingly, and an embargo is to be laid on ships if 
he requests it; that it has been resolved to send a squadron 
of ships to North America the ensuing year; that intelli- 
gence relating to that department is to be communicated to 
their Commander in Chief, and aid given in supplying him 
with needed sailors and workmen.. CoJlections, I. 427. | 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


[Secretary William Pitt writes from Whitehall, Decem- 
ber 30, 1757, to the Governor and Company of Connecticut, 
that it is his Majesty’s plan to carry/on an invasion of Can- 
ada during the coming year by way of Crown Point, and 
that he desires the Colonies in proximity to Canada to raise, 
in such proportions as they may decide, at least twenty 
thousand men, and to have them ready for this service by 
May 1 if possible, and to issue commissions to the officers: 
that the levying, cloathing and pay of these troops are to be 
at the expense of the Colony, and all other charges to be 
paid by his Majesty, who will also recommend to Parlia- 
ment the granting of a proper compensation for the Colony’s 
expenses; that arms will.be sent from England, but dili- 
gence is urged to collect and put into condition all arms 
within the Colony; that similar orders are sent to Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, and to the Southern governments. Collections, I. 
329. | 


ANDREW OLIVER TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Andrew Oliver, secretary of the colony of Massachu- 
setts, wrote on December 30, 1757, to Governor Thomas 
Fitch inclosing a vote of the General Assembly of that 
province. See letter from Fitch to Oliver of Jan, §,. 273%. 
Rhode [sland Colonial Records, V1. 115. | 
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VOTE OF MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT. 


Province of the Massachusetts Bay 

House of Representatives, December 24, 1757. 

Voted that expresses be sent to each of the govern- 

ments of New England, to desire them to appoint commis- 

sioners to meet commissioners to be appointed by this gov- 

ernment, to meet at Boston, on the last Wednesday in Jan- 

uary next, to concert measures for our mutual defence in 
time of war and great danger. 


THOMAS FITCH TO ANDREW OLIVER. 


NorwaLk 5th January 1758 

Er 

Having Just received your Letter of the 30tt December 
with the inclosed Copy of a Vote of your Assembly for the 
meeting of Commissioners at Boston I am only to acquaint 
you that the Assembly of this Colony having taken into 
Consideration something agreeable to the Intent of your 
Vote; passed a Resolve desiring me upon Condition to 
Authorize Commissioners for a general Meeting, but with 
this difference, that they expected the Province of New 
York should also be Joined in the Affair; and if it may be 
obtained I should be extream Glad to have that Government 
sent to on the Occasion, as‘many good Ends may be an- 
swered by such a Step’s being taken, therefore hope you 
will use your Influence to have it complied with by your 
Assembly In the mean Time I shall take the necessary 
steps to Qualify and Direct Commissioners to attend from 
this Government at the Time appointed. 

I am Sir with much respect 
your most Obedient and 
most humble Servant 
One Cr 

ANDREW OLIVER Esq? Secretary &cr@ 
[Indorsed] Gov* Fitch’s Letter to Mt Secry Oliver Jany 5. 

1758. Norwalk 
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WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL 7th Janty 1758 
Gentlemen 
\ ; ; 
It is with great concern that I am to acquaint you with 
the Death of her Royal Highness the Princess Caroline 
which happened on Wednesday the 28th past about Eleven 
o Clock in the Morning. “I have however the Satisfaction to 
inform you that the King enjoys perfect good health tho’ 
his Majesty has been much affected with this Melancholy 
Event. 
Iam Gentlemen Your most 
obedient humble Servant 
WePrree 
I have received Govt Fitch’s Letter of July z2oth* 
Govt and Company of Connecticut. 
|Indorsed] Rec4 gt March 1758 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL Janry 14th 1758 
Gentlemen, 

Monst d Abreu Envoy Extraordinary from his Catholick 
Majesty having lately renewed his Representations with 
regard to the recovery of what still remained Due to the 
Spanish Subjects on Account of the Ship St Joseph and St 
Helena Drove by stress of weather to New London in Your 
Colony in the Year 1753 part of which Effects were brought 
to Europe in the Year 1755 by Capt Whitwell of his Majestys 
Ship the Triton in Consequence of the Kings Orders Signi- 
fied to You by Sir Thomas Robinson in his Letter of the 13th 
June 1754; who also acquainted You by another Letter of 
the 34 Nov' 1755, That it was His Majestys express Com- 
mands that You should exert Yourselves in putting an End 
to this Affair in a manner that shall be agreable to the Just 
Expectation of the Court of Spain; It is not without some 





* The letter here referred to is undoubtedly that addressed to the Earl of 
Holdernesse, who had exchanged departments with Pitt a short time before the 
letter was written. 
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surprize that the King has received a fresh application from 
the Court of Spain on this Affair; and as it Does not appear 
that You have ever transmitted any account of what Steps 
you had taken in Obedience to his Majesty’s Commands 
Signified to You by the last Letter above mentioned from 
Sir Thomas Robinson (of which I inclose a Copy) I am now 
to Signify to you the Kings pleasure that you Do Employ 
Your utmost Endeavours for the Recovery of whatever shall 
be still Due to the Owners of the said Spanish Ship St » 
Joseph and St Helena or full Satisfaction for such part 
thereof as shall not be forthcoming; and You will not fail to 
Send a Regular Account of what You shall Do herein that I 
may be able to acquaint the Spanish minister therewith for 
the Information of his Court. 
I am Gentlemen Your most 
Obedient humble Servant 


VWeeP PE 
Govt & Compy of Connecticut. 


[Indorsed] Rec4 21st March 1758 


ANDREW OLIVER TO THOMAS ERC EH 

Sir 

I have the honour of your Letter of the 5th Instant which 
has been laid before the General Court. I am directed to 
transmit to you Copies of the Letters received from New 
Hampshire & Rhode Island together with the Answers. It 
is the intention of the Court to chuse & instruct Com- 
missioners that so if you should think proper to order the 
Gentlemen from Connecticut & any Gentlemen should come 
from New Hampshire their labour may not be wholly lost. 
We think the proposal of inviting New York to join with 
us, if agreed to, would be attended with Inconvenience. 
The more extensive the Plan is the more difficult it will be 
to settle & pursue to effect the several parts of it. If you 
should think a farther day than what we have proposed 
necessary for the first Meeting of the Commissioners you 





*The date of this is January 19, 1758, as is shown by a similar dated letter 
from Secretary Oliver to Governor William Greene of Rhode Island. 
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will be pleased to acquaint us with it & also the other Goy- 
ernments concerned. Your Honour will perceive that it is 
owing to the Colony of Rhode Island that we are unable to 
write with greater certainty. This Government is very 
sensible of the Expedience of frequent Consultations in all 
matters of moment wherein the Interest of the several Gov- 
ernments of New England is jointly concerned. I am &c. 
The Hon! Tuomas Fitcu Esq Governor &c. 


ROBERT WOOD TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL 26th Janry 1758 
Gentlemen, 

I am directed by Mt Secretary Pitt to send You the in- 
closed Gazette, that You may be informed of the Orders 
therein contained, with regard to the Mourning for Her 
Royal Highness the Princess Royal of England and Princess 
Dowager of Orange. 

Iam, Gentlemen 
’ Your most obedient 
. humble Servant 
ROBT WOOD 

Govt & Company of Connecticut 
[Indorsed] Letter from Mt Wood by order of Mr Secretary 

Pitt 26th Janry 1759 Rec4 34 April 


EARL OF LOUDOUN TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[On January 30, 1758, the Earl of Loudoun wrote, 
probably from New York, to Governor Thomas Fitch, ap- 
parently for the purpose of naming Hartford February 20, 
1758, as the place and time where he would meet the gover- 
nors or other commissioners from the northern colonies to 
concert a plan of operations for the next campaign.* See 
letter from Fitch to Loudoun of Feb. 2, 1758; Rhode Island 
Colonial Records VI. 122. | 





* This letter may have been identical with, or may have taken place of the 
circular letter on the same subject sent by Loudoun to Gov. William Greene of 
Rhode Island under date of Feb. 7, 1758. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO EARL OF LOUDOUN. 
Norwatk 24 February 1758. 

My Lord 

Yesterday I received Your Letter of the 30th January, 
but for as much as on the Motion of the Assembly of the 
Province of the Massachusetts Commissioners are already 
sent from this Colony to confer with Commissioners from 
the other New England Governments or with such of them 
as shall meet at Boston for that Purpose, And as those from 
us are directed among other things to confer concerning the 
_ respective Quotas, and measures for duly applying the com- 
bined Force, especially of the Militia &ca. on any sudden 
Emergency, It is most probable that they will in a good 
measure prepare the way for a more easy Settlement of the 
Parts or Proportions of Assistance each Government ought 
to afford in such Operations as His Majesty’s. Service may 
require, and especially in such as shall be undertaken by 
Your Lordships direction; They will be particularly carefull 
for that purpose and avoid every thing that may in any 
measure interfere with Your Plan; as we and they are all 
with great satisfaction sensible the General defence and 
Security of the Country are under your Conduct, and as I 
can’t get another set of Commissioners appointed and em- 
power’d without calling the Assembly together which will 
take some time and be considerable Expensive, and as it 
does not appear to me Necessary or expedient to take that 
step at Present, I would propose that when I shall have the 
Honour of waiting on Your Lordship as you pass through 
this place to receive from you such Matters as you may 
think proper to communicate, and to settle so far as I am 
able respecting what may concern this Colony; and then 
forthwith to call the Assembly and Lay the whole before it 
for Consideration; and doubt not but you be certified of what 
Resolution shall be come into by the Assembly on or before 
Your return from Boston, This method I trust will answer 
all the Ends proposed by the Appointment of Commission- 
ers to Treat here or in Boston and with as little loss of time 
and much less Expence. 

21 
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Application having been made to me by the Kings 
Attorney respecting the Serjeant in Colonel Frasers High- 
land Battalion, I advised that the Authority of the Govern- 
ment ought to Try him; And cohcluded he is delivered up 
for that purpose, but if he be not and there should be any 
difficulty that shall make it necessary, I shall acquaint your 
Lordship with it; As Iam clear in it that he ought to be 
Tryed by the Laws of the Land which he has transgress’d, 
and that the Civil Authority will not be excusable in being 
silent in that Case 

I am My Lord 
with the highest Esteem your Lordships 
most Obedient and 
most Humble Servt 
THOSePrITCH, 

His Excellency The Earl of Loupoun 
[Indorsed] Copy of a Letter from Governor Fitch, to the 

Earl of Loudown Norwalk 24 Febr 1758. in the E. of 

Loudoun’s of Feby 14: 1758. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COMMISSIONERS. 


1758. 

Minutes of the Proceedings of Commissioners from the 
Governments of Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut, in 
Consequence of the Powers and Instructions given by the 
respective Governments. 

On Thursday the second of February the Gentlemen 
appointed on the Part of the Massachusetts and the Gentle- 
men on the Part of Connecticut met at the Council Chamber 
in Boston. Vizt 
On the Part of Massachusetts On the Part of Connecticut. 
Thomas Hutchinson 
William Brattle Ebenezer Silliman 
John Choate Esqrs Jonathan Trumball } Esqrs 
John Tyng & | & William Woolcot 
Benj@ Pratt. 

The Commissions to the Gentlemen of each Govern- 
ment were read and are as follows Vizt 
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Thomas Pownall Esqt Captain General and 


Seal Commander in Chief in & over His Majesty’s 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England &c. 


To Thomas Hutchinson, William Brattle John Choate 
John Tyng & Benjamin Pratt Esq's Greeting. 

Whereas the Council & House of Representatives of 
the Province aforesaid have chosen you to represent them 
at a proposed Meeting in Boston of Commissioners from 
the Governments of New England which Choice hath been 
by me approved of and consented to. 

I do therefore by these Presents Commission to you 
the said Thomas Hutchinson William Brattle John Choate 
John Tyng and Benjamin Pratt or the major Part of you to 
appear for and represent this Province at the proposed 
Meeting as aforesaid then and there to treat and agree with 
such Commissioners as may be present from all or any of 
the Governments of New England pursuant to such Instruc- 
tions as you have already received or may hereafter receive 
from me. _ 

In Testimony whereof I have caused the Publick Seal 
of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay aforesaid to be 
hereunto affixed. Dated at Boston the 24t Day of January 
1758. In the thirty first Year of His Majesty’s Reign. 

T PowNnaLu 
By His Excellency’s Command 
Tuos CLarKE Depty Secry. 
Thomas Fitch Esqr Governour & Commander 

Seal in Chief of His Majesty’s Colony of Connecti- 

cut in New England in America. 

To Ebenezer Silliman Jonathan Trumball and William 
Woolcot Esq's Greeting. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony appointed 
you to be Commissioners to meet and confer (at Time and 
Place to be ascertained) with such Gentlemen as should be 
appointed by the other New England Governments and 
New York upon the respective Quotas and Measures for 
duly applying the combined Forces especially of the Militia 
of all those contributing therein on any sudden & extra- 
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ordinary Emergencies as also touching such further Matters 
as by the Earl of Loudoun may be suggested or during 
their Conference may be judged proper and expedient to be 
treated of and have desired me to Commission you accord- 
ingly. Idotherefore in pursuance of the Resolve of the 
said General Assembly reposing especial Trust and Confi- 
dence in your Fidelity Prudence and good Conduct hereby 
authorize Impower and Commission you the said Ebenezer 
Silliman Jonathan Trumble and William Woolcot Esqr's for 
and in behalf of this His Majesty’s Colony of Connecticut 
to meet at Boston on the last Wednesday of this Instant 
January with such Commissioners as are or shall be appoint- 
ed by the aforesaid Governments respeetively or any of 
them and with such Commissioners to confer consult and 
treat upon all and every the Matters aforesaid and such 
other Matters as may be during such Conference suggested 
or judged proper and expedient to be treated of for our 
mutual Defence, and the whole Result of such your Con- 
ference, & the various Proposals therein made and agitated 
you are to lay before the General Assembly of this Colony 
for their further Order and Resolution thereon according 
to their Directions for that Purpose given and to the Trust 
in pursuance of their Resolve hereby reposed in you. 

Given under my Hand & the Publick Seal of the said 
Colony of Connecticut in Norwalk this. Twelfth Day of Jan- 
uary in the 31st Year of the Reign of His Majesty King 
George the second Annoque Domini 1758. 

Tuos Fitcu 
By his Honour’s Command 
GrorGE Wy Ltys Secry. . 

Mr Hutchinson the first named of the Massachusetts 
Commissioners and in Case of his Absence Mr Silliman the 
first named of the Connecticut Commissioners were appoint- 
ed to preside at the several Meetings that may be held. 

The Commissioners then proceeded to treat and confer 
upon General Measures for employing to Advantage the 
Forces of the Colonies for their mutual Defence the several 
Resolutions to be reported to the Governours and General 
Assemblies of each Colony for their respective Allowance 
and Confirmation, 
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And having fully considered and debated thereon the 
Commissioners agreed to the following Articles: 

1st That in Case of Intelligence being received of the 
Attack or Invasion or of the Approach of an Enemy to 
attack or invade either of the Contracting Colonies the 
Force of the other shall be always in Readiness & shall 
immediately issue out to resist and repel the Enemy in like 
manner as the Force of each Colony by its respective Laws 
is held to march for its immediate Defence. 

2a That one half of the trained Bands of each Govern- 
ment shall be furnished with Bayonets fitted to their Fire 
Arms. 

Febry 34 34 That each Government provide a Number 
of Field Pieces in proportion as two to each Regiment in the 
Government, together with Ammunition and artillery Stores 
proportionable and Officers and Matrosses for that Service. 

4th That in Case of a Junction of the Forces of the 
contracting Governments the whole Corps shall be subject 
to the Governour of that Colony in which such Forces 
shall be, reserving a Right to each Governour to recall 
the Forces of his own Government when he shall judge it 
necessary. 

5. That upon such a Junction the Governor of the 
Colony in which the Forces shall be, shall have it in his 
Power to settle the chief Command, and where no especial 
appointment shall be made, the chief Command shall be in 
the Chief Officer of that Part of the Forces belonging to the 
Colony where they shall then be, unless there be an Officer 
of higher Rank Present belonging to the Forces of the 
other Colony, and all other Officers shall Command accord- 
ing to their Rank and the Date of their Commissions. 

6th That special Provision by one or more Magazines 
in each Government, in such Places as shall be agreed upon 
shall be respectively made for victualling the Forces in 
Case of an Alarm, and furnishing them with such military 
Stores as may be needful. 

Febry 4 7th That a Number of Men be employed to 
range in small Parties from the Frontiers of the Colonies to 
the Frontiers of the Enemy. 
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8: That it shall be the Business or Design of these 
Parties to make a more full Discovery of the Country to 
gain Intelligence of the Motions of the Enemy and to 
harrass and distress them. 

Feb. 6 9. That 800 Men be employed to range from 
some convenient Lodgment at or near Connecticut River 
towards Lake Champlain and St Lawrence River and from 
Kennebeck River by the River Chaudiere towards Quebeck 
and also from Connecticut River to Hudsons River by such 
Routes and in such Proportions as the Governours of the 
Contracting Colonies shall agree. 

1o. That one or more skilful Persons be sent out with 
each Party to measure the Distances from one remarkable 
River, Mountain or other Place capable of being distin- 
guished to another so as to obtain as correct a Plan as may 
be of the whole Inland Country and a thorough Knowledge 
of the Face of the several Parts thereof and the Difficulty 
and Conveniency of Travel, these several exploring Parties 
to be so cantoned out as to comprehend the whole Country 
within the two extreme Parts above and at Liberty to quit 
and return to the ranging Parties as shall be necessary and 
said ranging Parties to protect and guard such exploring 
Parties as far as the Design they are to be employed upon 
shall require. 

11. That the taking Possession of and securing the 
Country of Penobscut is an affair of great Importance to 
His Majesty’s General Service, and in Case the Massachu- 
setts should engage in the undertaking, Connecticut do 
either join in it, or allow that it is so much done on the 
Part of the Massachusetts towards that Government’s Pro- 
portion of the General Service, the several New England 
Governments to be taken into Consideration in settling 
such Proportion. 

12, That the Governor of each of the Contracting- 
Colonies be impowered to cause their respective Militia to 
hold themselves in Readiness, and to march beyond the 
Limits of each Government to the Relief of any of the 
Towns or Villages of either of the Governments of New 
England or of New York to which the Enemy may be ap- 
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proaching and which will reciprocally oblige their militia in 
like Case to be held in Readiness & to march to the Relief 
of the Contracting Governments. 

Feb: 7 13. That the Massachusetts keep a Vessel of 
War of at least twenty Carriage Guns & Connecticut a Ves-' 
sel of War of at least 14 Carriage Guns for the Protection of 
the Trade and Harbours on the Sea Coast, their Cruizes or 
Stations for cruizing to be settled by the Governors who are 
desired to consult or correspond on that Subject. 

14. That the Governors of each Colony contracting be 
desired to apply to the General of His Majesty’s Forces that 
some speedy and effectual Measures may be taken for the 
Redemption of the Captives in Canada belonging to the 
Contracting Governments. 

15. That the Proportion of the contracting Colonies to 
each other in any General Service be according to the Num- 
ber of Male Inhabitants in each above 16 years old, and that 
the Number of such Inhabitants in each be truly ascertained 
as soon as may be. 

16th That the General of His Majesty’s Forces be ac- 
quainted with the Articles now agreed upon and the Deter- 
minations of the respective Governments. 

7. Dhat this Aoteement continue, in. Force three 
years, provided the present War shall not be before 
determined. 

18th That the Governments of New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island be invited to accede to the several foregoing 
Articles of Agreement. 

Concluded and Signed at Boston this Eighth Day of 
February 1758. 


EsBen® SILLIMAN “W™: BRATTLE 
Jon™ TRUMBLE Joun CHOATE 
W™ WotcoTtT Joun Tyno 
Tuo HuTCHINSON ' Benjy. PRatT 


In Council March 3. 1758. Read and Sent down* 





* A copy of these minutes was sent by Governor Thomas Pownall to William 
Pitt, accompanied by a letter in which he says that it appears to him Lord Loudoun 
has withdrawn his confidence, but he himself cannot conceive that the meeting he 
had proposed could be dangerous. Lord Loudoun had objected to this meeting, 
and superseded it by the meeting which he called for February 20. 
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LETTER FROM JAMES DreLANCEY. 
New York 17 March 1758 
Sy eer 
* %* * * \ * * * 

I had attended the Earl of Loudoun to Hartford in 
Connecticut, when his Lordship proposed a plan of Opera- 
tions for the ensuing Campaign, a copy of which I send, 
but as I had received his Majesty’s commands from you 
before the Assembly met I made no use of it. 

I received a letter from Governor Pownall the 19th at 
night acquainting me that the General Court of Massachu- 
setts Bay have voted seven thousand men for the Service, 
& it is reported that Connecticut have voted either 4500 or 
5000 men on this occasion. I have the honor to be with the 
greatest esteem Sir : 

Your most obedient & most 
humble Servant 
JAMES DrLANCEY 


LORD LOUDOUN’S PLAN OF CAMPAIGN. 


Copy Hartrorp February 248 1758 

His Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Lou- 
doun Commander in Chief of all his Majesty’s Forces 
raised or to be raised in North America, having called ' 
together his Excellency Thomas Pownall Esqt Governor & 
Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s Province, Massachu- 
setts Bay and Lieutenant Governor of his Province, New 
Jersey; the Honorable James DeLancey Esqr Lieutenant 
Governor and Commander in chief of his Majesty’s Province, 
New York; and the Honorable Thomas Fitch Esqr Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s English 
Colony of Connecticut, made the following Proposal to 
them. 
Gentlemen 

I have waited in expectation of receiving his Majesty’s 
commands for carrying on the Operations in America: the 


* Affairs relating to New York occupy the first part of this letter, which 
probably was written to one of His Majesty’s Secretaries of State, 
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Kings Order not being arrived, tis necessary I should form 
some plan for carrying on his Majesty’s Service in the en- 
suing Campaign. 

I come now therefore, Gentlemen, to acquaint you that 
I have formed a plan of carrying on offensive Operations 
against the Enemy in two different places, the one to the 
Northward, by Crown Point, the other to the Eastward; 
For which Purposes, I think seven thousand Men from the 
Northern Provinces will be necessary to act in conjuction 
with his Majesty’s Forces. 

Therefore I propose, that the Massachusetts should 
furnish, for this service, two thousand, one hundred and 
twenty eight men: Connecticut one thousand five hundred 
and Twenty; New York one thousand two hundred and 
sixteen; New Jersey, nine hundred and twelve; New Ham- 
shire, six hundred and Eight Rhode Island six hundred 
and Eight; the Whole amounting to six thousand, nine 
hundred & ninety two, which is but eight short of the 
seven thousand proposed. My plan is toemploy the Troops 
raised by the Massachusetts and New Hampshire to the 
Eastward, and to carry the others up Hudsons River & 
that those Troops should be raised as soon as possible. 

As his Majesty has now a squadron of 8 Ships of War 
at Halifax and a large Body of Regular Troops in Nova 
Scotia, I am of opinion, that if the Troops of the Provinces 
are raised soon so as to come early to their place of Desti- 
nation, before the Enemy can recieve any Succours from 
France, that there is the greatest Prospect of Success. 

And as it will give a considerable advantage to that 
side, who shall be first able to take the Field, it will be 
necessary to have the Troops, that go by the Hudson’s 
River likewise as early as possible. 

When I appointed this meeting here, I imagined my 
Presence would have been necessary to the Southward, but 
since that time I have proposed such a plan to them, for 
annoying the Enemy, in such a Manner, as I have Reason 
to believe they will come into. 
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To which they severally answer’d; That they wou’d 
lay this Matter before their respective Councils & Assem- 
blies and recommend it to them in the strongest Manner. 

Which was likewise communicated to the Commission- 
ers of Rhode Island, the Governor not being able to attend 
and the Commissioners appointed by New Hampshire not 
being arrived 
[Indorsed] Febry 24th 1758 Minutes of Lord Loudoun’s 

Plan proposed at Hartford to the Govts of Massachu- 

setts Bay, New York & Connecticut & shewn to the 

Rhode Island Commissioners. In Lt Govt DeLancey’s 

Letter of March 17th 1758, 


“THOMAS FITCH TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 


New Haven, 25th March, 1758. 
Size 

The General Assembly of this colony considering the 
importance of a good harmony and agreement among the 
six northern governments, and in the troops they shall 
respectively raise for the ensuing campaign, hath judged it 
expedient that commissioners from the several governments 
should be appointed, and meet to confer and agree in such 
measures as may be proper, to excite and promote a uni- 
form, expeditions and effectual proceeding therein; the 
Assembly hath therefore appointed commissioners on the 
part of this colony, accordingly; and as we make the pro- 
posal, it becomes necessary to appoint the time and place of 
meeting, to which I conclude no objections will be made. 

I have enclosed a copy of the resolve of our Assembly, * 
for your fuller information, and must request you to pro- 
cure commissioners to be appointed on the behalf of your 
government, for this purpose. 

It appears the more necessary to take this step (while 
the troops are raising) as the greatest number of the men 





* This resolve called for commissioners from the New England colonies, New 
York and New Jersey to meet ‘at Hartford on the rgth day of April next, or as 
near that time as may be,” to confer upon the coming campaign. Colonzal Records, 
XI. 104. 
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to be employed in this part of the general plan, is expected 
from these northern governments; and consequently, every 
thing that shall any ways tend to unite their efforts, and 
render the great expense they must be at, effectual, ought 
to be done by them, lest for want thereof, this great design 
should be frustrated, and all our endeavors prove abortive. 
I am, sir, with very great regard 
Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 
TiLOSset PCH: 
To Governor Hopkins. 


THOMAS FITCH TO BENNING WENTWORTH. 


[The General Assembly in March, 1758, directed Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch to acquaint the government of New 
Hampshire, of which Benning Wentworth was governor, 
with the proposal for a meeting in Hartford of commission- 
ers from the northern colonies, and ask for the appointment 
of such commissioners from that colony. Colonzal Records, 
AL rage] 


THOMAS FITCH TO THOMAS POWNALL. 


[The General Assembly in March 1758 directed Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch to acquaint the government of Massa- 
chusetts, of which Thomas Pownall was governor, with the 
proposal for a meeting in Hartford of commissioners from 
the northern colonies, and ask for the appointment of such 
commissioners from that colony. Colonial Records, XI. 


104. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO JAMES DrLANCEY. 


[The General Assembly in March 1758 directed Gov- 
ernor Thomas Fitch to acquaint the government of New 
York, of which James DeLancey was governor, with the 
proposal for a meeting in Hartford of commissioners from 
the northern colonies, and ask for the appointment of com- 
missioners from that colony. Colonial Records, X1. 104. | 
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THOMAS FITCH TO COLONY OF NEW JERSEY. 


[The General Assembly in March 1758 directed Gover- 
nor Thomas Fitch to acquaint the Government of New 
Jersey* with the proposal fora meeting in Hartford of com- 
missioners from the northern colonies, and ask for the 
appointment of commissioners from that colony. Colonial 
Records, XI. 104.] 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM PITT. 


Norwatk 318t March 1758 

Sir 

Your Letter of the 14th of January last was received on 
the 21st Instant which I should have immediately answered 
had not the preparations for the Ensuing Campaign in Con- 
sequence of His Majestys Pleasure signifyed by your Circu- 
lar Letter of the 30t December last Engrossed my time and 
thoughts; but now having some small respite I embrace it 
that I may as soon as possible acquaint you with the steps 
taken in consequence of the Kings Commands received 
by Sir Thomas Robinson’s Letter of the 34 of November 
1755. That Letter came by the Syren Man of War com- 
manded by Capt Charles Proby by whom I wrote the State 
_of the Spanish Affair something largely in a Letter to Mr 
Secretary Fox (a Copy of which I send inclosed) I also sent 
the Accounts. of the proceedings in that case Copies of 
Receipts and Several affidavits by all which it was manifest 
the Spanish Agent had received not only all the Goods 
but also all the money except a small part lost and Could 
not be wholly recovered, And that the Agent left the Colony 
well satisfied with the conduct of the Government; These 
Matters were all in a Packet Directed to the then Secretary 





* This letter was probably addressed to the person whom Goy. Fitch believed 
to be acting as the governor of New Jersey at this time. Who that person was it is 
not now easy tosay. Francis Bernard had been appointed governor by the King 
in January, following the death of Goy. Jonathan Belcher; but did not arrive in New 
Jersey from England untill the following June. Thomas Pownall, the lieutenant 
governor, had been appointed governor of Massachusetts and found that this new 
duty obliged him to remain in Boston; while in his absence from the province the 
control of the government devolved upon the eldest councellor, John Reading, whose 
years and infirmities prevented him from actively officiating in the position, 
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of State and Delivered to Captain Proby and as he has long 
since arrived in England we are much surprized to hear 
that it Does not appear we have ever transmitted any ac- 
count of what Steps we had taken in Obedience to His 
Majestys Commands signifyed by the aforementioned Let- 
ter of the 34 November; But as those Accounts Affidavits 
&c may by some unknown Accident have miscaried or not 
have been Delivered I shall as soon as possible get Dupli- 
cates thereof ready and Send them forward in full proof of 
these Matters; and beg that in the mean Time the Govern- 
ment may not stand in so Disagreable a Light as that of 
having not paid a proper Regard to his Majesty’s Com- 
mands 
I am sir with the highest Esteem 
Your most Obedient & 
most humble Servant 
HO >. PiCCH 
The Right Honble Witt” Pirr &c 
[|Indorsed] Connecticut March 31st 1758 Govr Fitch R 
June 24 


COMMISSION TO SILLIMAN, TRUMBLE AND WOLCOTT. 


Thomas Fitch Esqt Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majesty’s English 
Colony of Connecticut in New England in 
America. 

To Ebenezer Silliman Jonathan Trum- 

ble and William Wolcott Esq's Greeting. 
Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony in pur- 
suance of His majesty’s pleasure signified by one of His 
Principal Secretaries of State hath Resolved to raise five 
Thousand Men including Officers within this Colony to Co- 
operate with a Body of the Kings Forces for invading Can- 
ada and Whereas His Majesty hath been graciously pleased 
to signify that Arms Tents and Provisions shall be supplied 
at the Expence of the Crown, and that he expects and re- 
quires no more of the Colonies than the levying cloathing 
and Pay of the Men; but forasmuch as it may be necessary 
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that Diverse Particulars preparatory to the March And for 
the Encouragement of the Troops should be Ascertained 
and settled as soon as may be with the Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty’s Forces in North America and that nothing 
may be wanting on the part of this Government to promote 
this great Design; The Assembly hath appointed you or any 
two of you in behalf of this Colony to attend upon and con- 
fer with the said Commander in Chief relating to the Sub- 
sistance of the Troops before their Arrival to the Place of 
Rondezvouz concerning the Supply of Arms and Accoutre- 
ments, Camp Utensils and Medicines, as also respecting the 
prospect of the general Plans being Vigorously carried into 
Execution, and on all such other Matters relating to the 
King’s Service as you and the said Commander in Chief 
shall Judge proper for promoting the Same, and as far as 
may be proper obtain such a Settlement and assurances 
thereof as may be not only an Encouragement to induce the 
Men more chearfully to Enlist into the Service but Enable 
them more Effectually to answer the End proposed. 

Therefore at the Desire of the said General Assembly 
reposing Especial Confidence in your Fidelity Prudence and 
good Conduct I Do hereby Authorize impower and Com- 
mission you the said Ebenezer Silliman Jonathan Trumble 
and William Wolcott Esqts or any two of you for and in be- 
half of this Colony to attend upon and confer with His 
Majesty’s said Commander in Chief upon and respecting all 
and every the Matters and Things before mentioned and on 
all such other Matters and particulars relating to the Kings 
Service as you and the said Commander in Chief shall Judge 
proper for promoting the same; And of the Result of such 
your Conference you are from time to time to make Report 
to me or the Commander in Chief of this Colony for the 
Time being; In all which you are to conduct yourselves ac- 
cording to the Intention of the Act of Assembly appointing 
and the Trust hereby reposed in you. 

Given under my Hand and the Public Seal of the Colony 
of Connecticut* within the same the 5th Day of April in the 





* The seal, now torn away, was placed at the beginning of the document. 
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318t year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Second of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender 
of the Faith &c: ADom: 1758: 
THOSSE ITCH 
By His Honts Command 
GEORGE WYLLYs Secret. 

[Indorsed] Comission To Silliman, Trumble & W™ Woolcott 

Esqrs To Treat wt his Majesty’s Comandt in Chief sth 

April 1758 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM PITT. 


NorwaLk roth April 1758. 

Sir 

Altho the Colony of Connecticut by the Service of the 
three last preceeding Years in which the Government hath 
Exerted itself with so much Vigour and Resolution (the 
General account of which I have before transmitted) that 
thereby our Treasury is Exhausted our Substance Con- 
sumed the Number of our Able Bodied Men Much lessoned, 
-and altho by the inactivity of former Campaigns and the ill 
success attending the Several Undertakings for the Preser- 
vation and Safety of the Country against the Common 
Enemy Spirited by Important advantages’ gained against 
us, the Spirit vigour and Resolution of the People Seemed 
to be so much Abated that under all these Discouragements 
it appeared Difficult to Devise any Method to Raise them to 
their former Life and Activity. Yet I am Able with great 
Satisfaction to Acquaint you that His majestys tender Con- 
cern for the Preservation and Defence of his Subjects in 
these Parts of his Dominions and his Gracious Intentions 
to Make such Vigorous Efforts and Extensive Operations 
against the French as Signifyed to us by your Letter of the 
30th of December Last (wherein so Noble and important a 
Plan is Opened to View with such Encouraging and Agrea- 
ble Prospects) have had such a happy Influence in this Col- 
ony as to Revive the Low and almost Desponding Spirits of 
[ |] People: the General Assembly to whom with- 
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out Loss of Time I communieated these Matters and 
Recommended it to them to Exert themselves according 
to the Importance thereof have Chearfully come into a 
Resolve and Voted to Raise five thousand men including 
officers to be imployed on this occasion and to proceed 
therein under the Supreme Command of his Majestys Com- 
mander in Chief in America 

These five thousand Men are to be formed into four 
Regiments Each consisting of twelve Companies with proper 
officers in the appointment of which due Regard was had to 
the good of the Service agreable to his Majestys Intentions 
Signifyed in that Particular 

The Same Spirit that appeared in the Assembly Pre- 
vails also in good measure among the Body of the People 
who Seemed to be considerably Roused and Disposed to Pro- 
mote this Service the Levies are making and it is hoped the 
Companies will generally be full in Season to March at the 
Time appointed. Unless in some Instances there should be 
a want of Men to Enlist by Reason our Opulent Neighbours 
by giving larger Bounties than this Government can at pres- 
ent possibly pay, should enduce our Men Upon our Borders 
to go into the immediate Service of other Governments. 
Should this be the Case as it seems probable will by what 
has already happened it will be Extreamly Difficult to Sup- 
ply the Men in their Room as we have gone full as far as 
the Number of our Inhabitants will Bare and (besides great 
Numbers to be employed with Carriages) have Voted a full 
Proportion if not more than our Proportion of twenty three 
or four thousand Men to be Raised in the Six Northern 
Governments The Number agreed to be Raised here 
amounts to about a fourth Part of the Militia of the whole 
Government which includes all Males from Sixteen to fifty 
Years of Age a few exempts exempted. 

I beg leave further to Acquaint You that the Assembly 
hath come into these Large (and without help in Defraying 
the Expence) insupportable undertaking in Consequence of 
the Great Encouragements and Relying and Confiding in 
the Royal Assurance Given of a Compensation being made. 
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It is indeed some Discouragement to us to be Informed 
that Some Governments Rich and Wealthy and more im- 
mediately obnoxious to the irruptions of the Enemy seem 
to be so Sparing of the Numbers to be Raised for this Ser- 
vice that notwithstanding this Colony hath so far Exceeded 
a proportion of twenty thousand I fear the whole Six will 
not Send into the field the Number the King Expected. 
however we encourage ourselves that the Army will be so 
Strong and so well Directed that by the Smiles of Heaven 
on this great Enterprise we hope this years operations will 
be to the Honour of the British Arms and a happy means of 
Deliverence from the Dangers impending on this Land. 

I am Sir with the Highest Esteem 
Your most Obedient and most 
Humble Servant 
THOS FITCH 

The Right Honourable Wii™ Pitt &c 

[Indorsed] Letter to Mt Secretary Pitt roth April 1758 


THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM PITT. 
Norwa.k rith April 1758 

Sir 

Having Received the Earl of Holdernesses Letter of 
the zoth of May last with some Printed Copies of the ad- 
ditional Instructions of the 5t* of october to be given to 
Privatiers, I took particular Care (Long before the Receipt 
of your Letter of the 16 of September) to order those 
Instructions not only to be Delivered to such Persons as 
Should thereafter take out Commissions for Privatiers but 
also that when Ever any Privatiers should Come into any 
Ports in this Government if upon Enquiry it should appear 
they had not Received the said Instructions Directed they 
should be Delivered to them and that they should all be 
made Acquainted that the King Required Exact obedience 
thereto, which I Doubt not has been punctually observed 
with Regard to those few Privatiers belonging to this Col- 
ony or that have come into it none of which as I can Learn 

22 
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have Ever had any concern in the Violences Complained of 
by ye Spaniards. I also gave out Warrants for Apprehend- 
ing Hadden and Snook (mentioned in the Earl of Holder- 
nesses Letter) if to be found in the Colony but the officers 
have not as yet been able to findthem. I shall use the utmost 
Diligence in further pursuing the Kings orders Respecting 
these Affairs and as much as possible Endeavour to Enforce 
the observance of the Said Additional Instruction and to 
prevent those violences and in Case any Such Should be 
Committed to Discover the offenders and bring them to 
Justice. 
I am Sir with the highest Esteem 
your most obedient and Most Humle Sert 
. THOS FITCH 

the Right Honourable WiLtiaM Pitt one of his Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State. 
[Indorsed] Letter to Mt Secretary Pitt 11th April 1758 


MINUTES OF CONFERENCE BETWEEN SIR WILLIAM 
JOHNSON AND STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS. 

Some of the Chiefs of the Stockbridge Indians waited 
on General Johnson & the Mohawks and at their Return 
Adressed the other Indians as follows 

Bretheren on the 12 Day of this April we had a Treaty 
with the Mohawks and General Johnson how we Should doe 
in this difficult Day of War with the French 

Follows General Johnsons Speech. 
Children 

as we have made known your Resolution to the Mo- 
hawks your Uncle and to me of Sticking close and abiding 
firm by the Old Agreement made by our wise fore fathers 
and that you will to your Utmost defend that Tree of Shelter 
planted by your Father the King & your Ancestors I thank 
you very kindly & as you then heard your Uncles the Mo- 
hawks declare to you their Resolutions, which agreed with 
Yours: I do now by this Large Belt of Wampum acquaint 
you that it is the King my Masters Pleasure and Desire, 
that I shall March with as many of his Children the Indians 
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as I can possably get together and with them Joyn General 
Abercromby & the Forces under his Command at Fort 
Edward. and I trust.in the great God above, we shall be 
able to do ourselves Justice for the cruel & unheard of Usage; 
both your & our people received from our common Enemy 
the French and as you desire and expect Favour of the King 
and which you are now by me Assured off in his Name I 
expect & desire you may tell all your People wherever they 
are Scattered off what I now Say to You & that you and 
they will joyn your Uncles & me when we may call upon 
you which as it may be Shortly I expect you will not be out 
of the Way but keep your Eyes towards me and be ready 
A Large Belt delivered 

The Stockbridge Indians Sent the above to the Mohe- 
gans who under their Sachems hand Signified their hearty 
Agreement to the above Treaty that Several of their Num- 
ber are gone out with Capt Brower and others going, but as 
they were informed Six Mohawks intended them a Visit 
then they could tell them what Number would joyn & in 
the Interim desired the above to be Laid before the Gover- 
nour & Assembly for Advice and Encouragement to those 
that will Joyn General Johnson 

A true Copy of the Original 


MEMORIAL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To The Honble the General Assembly Holden att Hart- 
ford within and for the Colony of Connecticutt on the Second 
Thursday of May 1758. 

The Memorial of us the Subscribers Officers appointed 
to Command in their respective Ranks The Forces raised 
by the Colony for the Ensuing Campaign, for themselves 
and the Rest of the Officers of said Forces. Humbly Sheweth; 
That Whereas the pay and Establishment of the Officers of 
the Connecticutt Forces, is much less than any of the other 
Governments of New England or New York and we appre- 
hend is not a meet Recompence for their services,and is in 
no Measure Sufficient to Support Them in any decent Man- 
ner, in their respective Ranks in the Army; and that there 
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is a General Uneasiness among the officers of said Forces on 
that Account; and we apprehend to live beneath our 
Characters in the Army will not only render us Contempti- 
ble but Lessen our Influence atd Command and make us 
less Serviceable in the important Affair in which we are ap- 
pointed; Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray your 
Honours to take the matter into your Wise Consideration and 
grant us the Same pay &c as the Officers of the Massachu- 
setts Bay or Otherwise to provide for us as your Honours 
in your Wisdom shall Think proper And as in Duty bound 
shall ever pray &c 


P Lyman Samll GavLORD 
Natuan WHITING Joun STANTON 
Er Fitcu Joun DENISON 
N: Payson EpMUND WELLES 
Samll Coir CHARLES WHITING 
JOsEPH SPENCER Davip BaLpwIN 
IsRAEL PUTNAM Isaac TURNER 
JoHN SLapp ArcH? McNEILE 
Jn° DuRKEE THoS PEARCE 
AzeEL FitcH Davip WoosTER 
Tim°® HueRLIHY James SMEDLY ' 


In the Lower House 
The question was put Whether they would make 
any addition to the wages of the officers as prayd for Re- 
solved in the Negative 
Jz Hunrinetron Clerk 
[Indorsed] Memorial of Mt P Lyman &c May 1758 


APPOINTMENT OF JARED INGERSOLL AS AGENT. 


Be it known that Wee the Governor and 

Company of His Majestys English Colony of 
Connecticut in New England in America Have 

Authorized constituted and appointed, And by 

these Presents do Authorize constitute and appoint Jared 
Ingersoll of New Haven in the Colony aforesaid Esqr Agent 
and Attorney for the Governor and Company aforesaid in 
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their Name and Behalf to appear and them to represent be- 
fore the Kings most excellent Majesty or any of His Courts 

Ministers of State or Boards of Audience in Great Britain, 

And there to manage Act transact pursue prosecute and 

defend in all and every Matter, Cause and Causes, Business 

and Affairs that may be committed to him to be managed . 
by Direction of the Governor and Company aforesaid or 
wherein they are or may be interested or concerned, And in 

Conjunction with Richard Partridge of the City of London 

Esqr Agent for the Colony aforesaid, or by Himself as 

Occasion may require Especially to solicit and make all due 

Application for a Reimbursment of the Charge & Expences 

incurred on the Part of this Colony in carrying on as well 

the late Expedition as that proceeded in this present year 
against His Majesty’s Enemies in North America. 

In Testimony whereof and in pursuance of An Act of 
the said Governor and Company in General Court Assembled 
I have Signed this Instrument and caused the Publick Seal 
of the Colony aforesaid to be hereunto affixed and to be 
signed by the Secretary of said Colony this first day of June 
in the 31st year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George 
the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain and King 
Defender of the Faith &c. Annog Dom. 1758. 

PHOS PITCH 
By His Honts Command 
GrorcE WyLtiys Secry 


INSTRUCTIONS TO JARED INGERSOLL. 


Instructions to Jared Ingersoll, Esq. appointed Agent 
for the Governor and Company of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, at the Court of Great Britain. 

1st. You are with all convenient speed to embrace the 
first safe and good opportunity to embark for England, and 
there to transact on behalf of this Colony in all the affairs 
and concerns thereof, joyntly or severally with Richard 
Partridge, of London, Esq., who hath long acted in the 
same capacity; and to apply to him for all such papers as 
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therein you shall have occasion for, and to exercise your 
best skill and prudence in all things committed to you, to 
promote our service and interest. 

2ly. You are to represent the state of this Colony in 
every needful respect, especially what share and burden it 
hath sustained for the defence and security of his Majesty’s 
territories in these parts; the weight and burden of expences 
occasioned by the present war; the chearfulness and alacrity 
always shewn to comply with all his Majesty’s requisitions, 
and especially to promote and forward to the utmost the ex- 
tensive plan laid by his Majesty for securing the territories 
in North America, for invading Canada and carrying war 
into the heart’of his enemies’ possessions this present year; 
_ and to use the best means and methods to obtain such reim- 
bursements for the great expences incurred thereby, as our 
vigorous exertions in the service may appear to merit, and 
our difficult circumstances thereby occasioned do require. 

3ly. You are to take prudent care of the affair of the 
Mohegan Indians, to prevent any further proceedings in 
that case. 

4ly. You are take due care of our interest with relation 
to the four towns challenged by the Massachusetts Bay, and 
which lye south of the line between the two governments, 
that no injury be done to us therein, and that all disputes 
about it may be prevented. 

sly. Youare, as occasion may require, to represent the 
whole transactions relating to the Spanish Ship St. Joseph 
and St. Helena, and her cargo, which doubt not when truly 
known will set us in a favourable light on that head. 

6ly. You are to advise with and consult council learned 
in the law in any case wherein there is occasion; and in all 
things wherein you transact for the Colony you are to take 
such advice and assistance in all the measures and steps 
thereof as you shall judge prudent and likely to promote 
our interest. 

ythly. You are to transmit from time to time accounts 
of all your proceedings, and everything done theron rela- 
tive to our affairs, by every convenient opportunity after 
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your arrival at Great Britain, and to observe such further 
instructions as shall hereafter be given you by this Assem- 
bly. 

Colony of Connecticut, ss. General Assembly, May, 
EV 5S; 

In the Upper House: The foregoing instructions to 
Mr. Agent Ingersoll are approved, and the Secretary of 
this Colony is directed to deliver a copy thereof to him be- 
fore his departure from hence. 

Test Grorcr Wy ttys Secr’y 

Concurred in the Lower House 

Test Jz Huntineton, Clerk. 


ADDRESS AND DECLARATION TO THE TROOPS. 


Thomas Fitch Esqt Governor & Comander in Chief in 
& over his Majesty’s English Colony of Connecticut in New 
England in America 

To the Forces raised by the Colony aforesaid and gen- 
erously engaged in the Expedition against Canada. 

Whereas in the Course of divine Providence you (my 
dear Countrymen) and many other of your fellow Subjects 
are called forth to War, with the Enemy, (The perfideous, 
inveterate Enemies of your Nation, and the cruel Destroy- 
ers of your Country) for the Defence Protection and Security 
of your native Land, The invaluable Rights, Liberties and 
Religion of British Subjects, And the protestant Cause, In 
which noble and important Undertaking, it highly behooves 
you, as you tender the Favour, and Blessing, the Presence 
and Protection of Almighty God, to go forth in his Name 
and Fear, And in an Especial Manner to refrain from those 
Evils, which incense his Anger, and may bring down his 
awful Vengeance upon You, to your own Destruction, and 
the Overthrow of that grand & most interesting Affair in- 
trusted with you, by your King (our most gracious Sov- 
ereign) And your anxious, distressed, bleeding Country, to 
whom yoy are bound to be faithful by every affecting Obli- 
gation, and the most solemn Engagements 

I do therefore by and with the Advice of his Majesty’s 
Council in this Colony, And at the Desire of the Représent- 
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atives in General Court assembled, hereby strictly charge 
and require, and with the most serious and Tender Concern, 
earnestly exhort all of you, both Officers and Privates, 
(while your christian Friends at Home I trust will be dayly 
addressing the Throne of Mercy on your Behalf) carefully 
and religeously to abstain from and avoid all profane swear- 
ing, cursing and other evil speaking, Intemperance Unright- 
eousness and other immoral and dissolute Practices (too 
frequent in Camps) and to pay a reverential Regard to the 
Sabbath of the Lord and the Worship of God (the great 
Creator and Preserver of Men), And to behave in all Re- 
spects as becometh Soldiers professing the Religion of 
Jesus Christ 

And I do also hereby recomend it to and charge each 
and every Officer in their respective Stations, both by Ex- 
ample and every other proper Measure to encourage pro- 
mote and enforce Observance in the abovementioned im- 
portant Points among the Soldiery. 

And particularly to take the most effectual Care that 
the Articles of War relating to divine Service and for the 
Punishment of unlawful Oath, Execrations & other Im- 
moralities be duly observed And the pious Ends thereof 
attained, And I do hereby order and direct that each Officer 
be furnished with a printed Copy of this Address and 
Declaration, And that the same be published to each Regi- 
ment and Company as soon as may be, and as often after- 
wards as the said Officers may judge expedient 

Given under my Hand at the Council Chamber in 

Hartford this 7 Day of June, in the 31st year of the 

Reign of his Majesty George the second King of Great 

Britain &c Annoq Dom: 1758 


NARRATIVE OF CONNECTICUT'S PART IN THE WAR. 


A Short Narrative of the General Conduct of Connecti- 
cut Relating to the War In and Since the year 1755. 

In the Beginning of March 1755 was Communicated to 
the Govt of Connicut from Gov‘ Shirly a General Plan of an 
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Expedition for Removing the French Encroachments at 
Crown Point and on the Iroquois Lake to be carryed on by 
the four New England Governments New York and New 
Jersey while the Kings Forces were to be Employed in 
other Parts of his Dominions in America for the same Pur- 
pose viz. on the Ohio Lake Ontario &c. in which Plan it 
was proposed that Connecticut Should Raise Equip subsist 
and pay a thousand Men 

That upon this Application the Assembly being forth- 
with ordered to Meet and being Met on the 13th of March 
Chearfully came into a Resolve to Raise the Number pro- 
posed and make Provision accordingly and having Raised 
them Sent them into the Service. But fearing the Army 
Raised for this Service might prove too weak to Render the 
Design Effectual the Assembly came into a further Resolve 
that five hundred More should be Raised for a Reinforce- 
ment in Case there should after appear a Necessity of them. 

N. B. The Government of New York whose propor- 
tion on the aforesaid Plan was but Eight hundred Applyed 
to Connecticut for Liberty to Raise five hundred of them in 
this Colony and by the Resolve of the Assembly had Liberty 
to Raise three hundred which were Raised Accordingly, 
tho’ these were Raised Subsisted &c. at the Expence of 
New York yet Drawing three hundred Labouring Men out 
of Connecticut some of whom were Lost must be a weaken- 
ing to that Colony in Proportion 

That in the Month of August 1755 upon Intelligence 
Recé from Major General Lyman of the Enemys Collecting 
and the Danger there was of our Armys being over powered 
by Superior Numbers the Gov: of Connecticut forthwith 
gave out orders and Raised the aforesaid five Hundred 
Men. That while they were collecting the Assembly being 
called together and Receiving further Intelligence Respect- 
ing the Strength & Approach of the Enemy ordered fifteen 
Hundred Men more forthwith to be Raised to Reinforce 
the Army and if possible to Render the Expedition Effec- 
tual which with the 500 were all Raised (Except in some 
Instancies there were a few Deficiencies) and Sent forward 
in a few Days. 
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While these matters pushed forward with Surprizing 
Dispatch in Connecticut the Government of New York con- 
cluding it to be impracticable for that Province to Raise a 
Reinforcement in Season for ‘Service Determined not to 
Attempt it but in Regard of the great Expence Connecticut 
would be put to by the Addition of zo00 Men to the Army 
made a grant of £8000 New York Currancy to Connecticut 
towards Defraying the Expence of the Reinforcements pro- 
vided Connecticut Sent the Number Voted. Which Sum 
has been Honestly paid and was some Small Alleviation of 
the Burden that lay upon Connecticut 

That while the Reinforcements were collecting and 
Marching the Battle on the 8th of September 1755 happened 
at the Lake wherein the French Who began the Attack 
were Defeated 

That soon after this Victory Reinforcements came in 
from this and the other New England Governments yet 
altho our Army was Superior as was generally Supposed to 
the Enemy and the most of the officers were for going for- 
ward and taking the Advantage of the Success then lately 
obtained The General so Conducted that nothing further 
was Attempted Save the Constructing Fort W: Henry in 
which the Troops from Connecticut performed near one 
half of the whole Labour. 

These Methods occasioned the Expence of Garrisoning 
two Forts thro’ the Winter in which Connecticut bore their 
full proportion both in Men Subsistance and other Expence 
the Rest of the Troops Returning Home the beginning of 
Winter. The Expence of this year amointed to about 

That in December 1755 the Kings Commander in Chief 
in North America pursuant to his Majestys Instructions to 
him called a Council of Governors and Field officers at New 
York wherein a Plan of Operations for the Ensuing Cam- 
paign was proposed and Agreed upon and Advised to, in 
which Among other things it was advised that an Expedi- 
tion against Crown Point should be carryed on and that the 
Several Provinces were to be applyed to by the Commander 
in Chief to Raise for that Purpose ten thousand Men and to 
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proceed while another Expedition was to be carryed on 
upon lake Ontario by the Kings Regular Forces, to consist 
of about Six thousand. 

That the Number Proposed to and Requested to be 
Raised by Connecticut as its Proportion of the ten thousand 
Men for the Crown Point Expedition was 1250 upon which 
the Assembly being called together in the Beginning of the 
year 1756 approved of the Plan of Operations Recommended 
by the Council held in New York and not only agreed to 
Raise the 1250 proposed but being Desirous to have the 
Design carried on to Effect and Supposing the Southern 
Provinces which had been very Slack in such Services 
would likely fail of Raising their Proportion of Men and by 
that Means if Dependance should be had on those Provinces 
the whole Design might be Rendred abortive for want of 
Strength. Also Resolved to Double the Number proposed 
for Connecticut and agreed to Raise 2500 Men and Recom- 
mended it to the other Northern Governm's to do the Same. 
so that one half of the Men that were to be Raised in Con- 
necticut were Really Raised for to make up the Southern 
Provinces Quota. 

That these forces were Raised and Sent into the Ser- 
vice under the Command of General Winslow and while 
they were making preparations and geting forward under 
the general Direction of Mr Shirley the Kings then Com- 
mander in Chief A New Commander in Chief viz. General 
Webb Arived and before he took upon him the Command 
he was Succeeded by General Abercromby and not Long 
after that he was Succeeded by the Earl of Loudoun with 
whom Arrived a Declaration of War. The Command being 
Shifted so often and all affairs being in an unsetled Posture 
that Season was Spent without Making any further Progress 
towards the Enemy and all this happened without any 
Fault of the Provinces and to their very great Expence, 
and in the Beginning of Winter their Troops Returned 
Home 

The Expence Connecticut was at this year amounts to 
about 
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That in the Winter 1757 The Earl of Loudoun Com- 
mander of his Majestys Forces in America called upon the 
Governors and Commissioners from the four New England 
Governments to meet him in Boston to consider what aid 
they should furnish him in the Ensuing Campaign; and 
Acquainted them he should Request four thousand men 
from those Governments and after Diverse Debates and 
Consultations finally he proposed the Number Each Govern- 
ment should furnish and therein he Demanded 1400 Men 
from Connecticut. at the same Time the Plan of Operations 
was kept Secret Even from the Governors and Commission- 
ers themselves Connecticut tho’ Burdened with too large a 
Proportion agreed to Raise and furnish that Number, five 
hundred of whom were by the Earl of Loudoun Sent to 
Number 4 on Connecticut River under the Command of Lt 
Col. Whiting. The other Nine Hundred were ordered to 
Fort Edward Where they Respectively Spent that Summer 
without any further Progress against the Enemy. 

And as the whole Direction of their Service was under 
the Kings Officers no Blame could fall on the Provinces tho’ 
a very great Expence was Occasioned thereby without any 
general advantage. 

In this Time Fort William Henry was attacked and 
taken by the Enemy. Three Days after the Attack was 
begun the Governor of Connecticut Received a Letter from 
General Webb, wherein he Signifyed the Enemy were ap- 
proaching but in what Number and at what Distance was 
not Said he Requested a Certain Reinforcement which 
were on the same Day ordered to be Detached and March 
for that purpose on the Next Day the Governor Received 
further Intelligence with Application for all the Force that 
Could be sent and he then forthwith ordered a fourth Part 
of the Militia of the Colony and half of one of the Largest 
Regiments Including those ordered the Day before to 
March to the Relief of Fort W: Henry The whole were 
Collected and Marched with surprizing Expedition. But to 
our Surprize and Disappointment the Fort was Sundred 
Even before the Militia could any of them get to Fort 
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Edward and Even before the most Remote Could possibly 
March out of the Colony Altho the greater Part for Expe- 
dition went on Horse back and the Enemy soon Drawing 
off the Militia Returned. this Particular unprofitable and 
Unsuccessfull attempt to afford Relief became Abortive not 
thro’ any Default or Neglect in the Colony and cost it about 
twelve thousand pounds or more. 

The Troops Sent out in the Spring Remained in that 
in active Service (if I may so say) till Winter and then we 
could not get them Released without furnishing 280 Rangers 
out of them to tarry thro the Winter which Lord Loudoun 
Demanded and the Government were forced to grant tho 
the Expediency of that Requisition the Government could 
never see nevertheless it caused a great Addition to the 
heavy Burdens before bro’t on the Colony 

The Expence of this year amounts to 

That in the Beginning of March 1758 Letters arrived to 
the several Governments from the Secretary of State Signi- 
fying his Majestys Intentions of Making more Vigirous and 
Extensive Operations for Repairing the Losses of the late 
inactive and unsuccessful Campaigns with Instructions to 
the Governments to Raise as Many Men as the Number of 
their Inhabitants would Allow, for Invading Canada and 
Carrying War into the Heart of the Enemy’s Possessions 

That the Colony of Connecticut almost worn out and 
Discouraged by three Preceeding unsuccessful Campaigns 
and involved in Debt Seventy or Eighty thousand Pounds 
Spent in past Service Over and above all that could Possibly 
be Raised by the Government in those years and having no 
fund in the Treasury yet being Encouraged by having so 
grand a Plan opened with such Prospects of its being 
carryed on to Effect against the Common Enemy the Colony 
being agen Roused and Animated to Exert itself in his 
Majestys Service, with great Expectations that in this year 
they should be Instrumental in Repairing the Losses of 
former years and so far put it out of the Enemys Power to 
Annoy us that the Country might probably Enjoy Rest and 
Peace. 
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And thereupon this Colony agreed to Raise five thous- 
and Men for this years Service most of Which were Raised 
and are gone into the Service and are there Detained but 
alas it is to be feared to Little Purpose more than the Loss 
of Many Lives and to the great Expence of the Government 
But what Respects the past present and future conduct of 
this years Campaign must be ommitted till further Light 
shall Transpire 
[Indorsed] Govt Fitchs brief Acc° of brececanm Respect- 

ing ye War. Colony Memorials 1755. 


PHINEAS LYMAN TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE 


[In a letter written by Phineas Lyman to Jonathan 
Trumble dated August 1, 1758, he says, ‘‘I wrote you very 
Lately.” Neither the date nor the contents of this letter 
are known; but presumably it related to the preparations 
making at the camp at Lake George for an advance against 
the French. | 


PHINEAS LYMAN TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 


Camp Lake GeorGE 1St August 1758 

Sr 

Tho I wrote you very Lately yet Could not omit this 
opertunity pr Mt Dewey to Let you know that by ye kind- 
ness of Heaven I Injoy as great a measure of health as I 
could ask for; and that Preparations are making for going 
forward viz battoes & whale boats Clens’d & Two 24 pound- 
eirs coming up &c but I Can’t Say my Confidence of going 
forward is great; for I really fear I must again bare ye Mor- 
tification of returning to my friends without a Conquest 
over ye enemy but I yet hope ye Contrary; but Such free 
thoughts as these you will not make very publick, 1 want 
very much to Talk freely with you & other Friends at home 
on the Affairs of War but it must be defer’d till God shall be 
Pleas'd to give us ye Pleasure of Seeing each other again 
but I am sure that nothing Extraordinary Can ever be Ex- 
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pected in ye way we are in & I think the Goverments are 
flinging away their money but in hast must Subscribe 
myself 
Your Obliged & Obedient 
Humble Servt 
P LYMAN 
Cole TRUMBLE 


THOMAS FITCH TO RICHARD PARTRIDGE. 


[Governor Thomas Fitch wrote on September 1, 1758, 
to Richard Partridge giving a relation of the attack and re- 
pulse at Ticonderoga, by which the English and provincial 
troops lost heavily and were forced to retreat. See letter of 
Oct. 26-Nov. 4, 1758, from Partridge to Fitch. | 


ROGER WOLCOTT, JR., TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 


Winpsor Sept 4th 1758 

Sur 

I Saw ye Govr att Fearfield Who then Informed me yt 
you Ware Desiered to Prepaire Duplicates of ye Papors Re- 
specting ye Spanis Cargo to be Sent With ye Agent Who 
Desires to Saiel this month he also Directed yt you and I 
Shold Draw up an account of What We had don in ye 
Premises and Give oath to it 

Mr Ingesole Will be att Hartford this Week to Prepair 
for his Jurney and as ye Coloney Seeal must be affixed to y* 
Papors I Beleave Wold your Bissnes Permite it might be 
Best for you to Come to Hartford While ye Agent is hear 
how Ever hop to Waight upon you att Windham When ye 
Supt Court Sets their and in ye mean time I Remaine With 
Greate Esteme 

St your Humble Servant * 


[ ] 


* The signature has been cut out. 
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JARED INGERSOLL TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 
Hartrorp 5th Sept 1758 

7 

I have been informed by ‘his Hont the Govt that you 
have Undertaken to make a Collection of the necessary 
papers relating to the Spanish Snow & Cargo, for me to 
Carry with me to England. the Govt also Directed Majr 
Wolcott when at Fairfield lately together with you to make 
your Deposition respecting yt taking the accounts of that 
affair at New London &c. I hope you have prepared what- 
ever Copies & papers you have thought necesary & Should 
be glad you would Convey them to me as Soon as possible 
as I Intend home again as Soon as I have Obtained a few 
papers from the Secretaries & paytable offices & very Soon 
to repair to New York in my way to London. I believe Srit 
would be well for the publick that you Should Come here 
in person while I am here as you Could Confer with Majr 
Walcott on the matter of your Deposing as above & I Should 
hope for Some profitable hints from you respecting the gen- 
eral affair about which my Embassy is more Especially 
Conversant, I intreat you not to forget this my request nor 
Delay what you shall Judge proper to be done as the Cold 
Season advances before which I would if possible be on my 
Voyage. I remain 

Your Very Humble Servt 
JARED INGERSOLL 

Jon™! TRrumMBLE Esq? 

[Superscribed] To the Hone Jon™™ Trums ie Esqr Lebanon 


PHINEAS LYMAN TO JONATHAN TRUMBLE. 
Camp Lake GrorGE 8th Sept 1758 

Dear Friend 

I Can't but improve a moment to Let you know I am in 
good health by the goodness of God & the army are more 
healthy than in former Campaigns & Considering ye Num- 
ber. we are yet in hopes of another Attack this Fall & hope 
God will favour us; but I Can’t Say I am very Confident we 
shall Attempt it but every thing is in great forwardness for 
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it Provisions enough; Canon bro’t forward from Albany &c 
& one thing you will hear of before you Receive this which 
will Encourage you; I hope for ye best & am in hast your 
most Obedient 

Humble Servt 


P LYMAN 
Col! TRUMBLE 


CERTIFICATION BY THOMAS FITCH. 


I Thomas Fitch Esqt Governour of His 
Majesty’s English Colony of Connecticut in 
New England in America. 
To all whom it may concern do hereby 
Certify and make known, that the Writings 
hereunto annexed, Subscribed B. Wentworth, 
are true Copies of two Original Letters* now in my custody, 
the last of which, tho’ directed to Governour Wolcot my 
predecessor, came to my hands on the 26th day of the Month 
of May 1754, I then being Governour of said Colony, and 
that in consequence of the request in said Letter, Mt Daniel 
Blake was Sworn in the said Month of May to a faithful 
Discharge of his Office before me, a Certificate of which I 
indorsed on the back of his Deputation. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my Seal at Arms in said Colony the 14th day of Sep- 
tember in the thirty second year of his Majesty’s Reign 
Anno Dom: 1758. 

Tuo’ FItTcu 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, 


WHITEHALL 18th Septt 1758. 
Gentlemen, 
The King having judged proper, that Major General 
Abercromby should return to England; and His Majesty 
having been pleased to appoint Major General Amherst to 


*The two letters are those of January 17, 1753, printed in the WOLCOTT 
PAPERS, and of May 15, 1754, printed in this volume, 
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be Commander in Chief of the King’s Forces in North 
America, with the same Powers and Authorities; I am com- 
manded to signify to You His majesty’s Pleasure, that You 
do apply to, and correspond with Major Gen! Amherst, on 
all Matters relating to the King’s Service, and that You do 
obey such Orders, as You shall receive from Him, in the 
same Manner, as You have been directed to do with regard 
to the several former Commanders in Chief in North Amer- 
ica; And You will from time to time, give Major General 
Amherst al] the Assistance and Lights in your Power, in all 
Matters relative to the Command, with which the King has 
honored Him. 

I am particularly to signify to You His Majesty’s 
Pleasure, that, in case Major General Amherst, or the Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majesty’s Forces, shall at any time, 
apply to You to lay an Embargo on all Ships within Your 
Colony, You do strictly comply with the said Request, for 
so long a Time, as the Commander in Chief shall desire. 

Iam, Gentlemen 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant. 
WPT. 

I have received Govt Fitch’s Letters of Nov. 17, March 
31, & April 1o & 11 

Govt and Comp of Connecticut. 

[Indorsed] Letter from Mr Secry Pitt 18th Septembr 1758 

Recd rrth Decembr 1758 


WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON TO RICHARD JACKSON. 

iS7 

The great kindness you shewed my deceassd Brot while 
in London & the Friendship you have been pleased to 
express towards me have emboldened me to Recommend to 
y’ Notice the bearer hereof Jared Ingersoll Esqr a Native 
of this Colony who having for many Years been particularly 
Eminent in the Practice of the Law here, is now appointed 
Agent for this Colony & is making his Voyage to London 
to sollicite the Colonys affairs at the Court of Great Britain. 
You will find him a Gent. of good Parts & Literature, frank 
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in his behaviour benevolent in his dispositions, & if I mis- 
take not you will be pleased with the accounts he will be 
able to give you of this Country & of American affairs. 

The Notice you shall be pleased to take of him & Any 
service you shall do him either in the Affairs of the Colony 
or his own private Concerns will be very gratefully ac- 
knowledged by the People of this Colony in general, & 
Especially by 

St Yr most Obedt 
humble Servt 
Wiest: 

P. S. I give you hearty Thanks for yt kind present of 
Glanvil & Wingates Abridgmt of the States which I find 
among my Brors Books lately come to Hand by which I am 
greatly obliged 

Yr St We. 2 

Colony of Connecticut SrratTrorD Septt 25 1758 

Ricup Jackson Esqt Inner Temple London 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO THOMAS FITCH. — 


[Richard Partridge writes to Governor Thomas Fitch 
on October 12, 1758, advising that he had shipped seven 
chests of gold and silver consigned to him. The letter is 
repeated in substance in another written on the day fol- 
lowing. | 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Lonpon Oct? 13th 1758 

Govr Fitch 

I wrote thee # this Conveyance of yesterday advising 
of my Sending Seven Chests of Foreign Silver & Gold in a 
wagon to Portsmouth to be shipt on board the Happy 
Return Capt Taggart of 20 Cannon for Boston (under Con- 
voy of a Man of War bound to Lewisbourg) consignd to 
thee for accot of yr Colony this I did to embrace a good 
Opportunity that Offerd, which if I had missed I see not ye 
least probability of sending it @ any other suitable Con- 
veyance this year, & which was sent away before I rec@ any 
part of the Colonies money: it is recomended to the care of 
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Andrew Oliver Esqt at Boston to receive & keep it till he 
shall have thy orders about it. . 

But now I have the pleasure to acquaint thee that this 
day I have rec4 the whole Sum ofthe Colony’s Money only 
the Fees & charges attending it to be deducted, wh at 
present I cannot ascertain; when ye 7 chests of money are 
on board ye Ship I intend to get it insured according to thy 
Order, & send the accot in my future Letter interim I rest 

Thy assured Friend 
RICHP PARTRIDGE 

N. CC. 1 to 7 conta 14000 ounces foreign Silver Coin 
being all milld dolars (except 25 ounces) & in N° 7 also 503 
ounces 34w r2er2 foreign gold Coin 
[Superscribed] To Tuomas Fitcuw Esqt Governor of the 

Colony of Connecticutt Norwalk # Capt McTaggart 
[Indorsed] Letter from Mr Partridge 13th Octobt 1758 Rec4 

21st Janty 1759. 


REGIMENT QUARTERED IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 


By Order of his Excelley Maj Gen! James Abercrombie, 
Comandr in Chief of all his Majesty’s Forces in N. America 
&c@ &ca &ca 

You are hereby Ordered to March the Regt of Foot, 
und your Comand, to the Town, Mark’d in the Margin, by 
Connecticut the Rout on the Otherside: Where they are to 


Stanford be Quartered ’till Further Orders. All Magis- 
Norwalk trates & Justices of the Peace & Others con- 
Fairfield cerned, are hereby required to be Assisting to 
Stratfield You in providing Quarters And Impressing 


Carriages or Otherwise, as there shall be Occasion, You pay- 
ing for every Waggon, Carrying Eight Hundred Weight, 
One shilling York Currency for Each Mile you Employ them, 
& you are to pay the One half of ye Com Rates of All The 
Ferrys you pass: The, Magistrates of the Above Towns, to 
provide you wt Quarters & Firing for your Officers & Men, 
as also a Guard Room & Hospital, with Beding for your 
Sick with fires for the same: Given at Lake George 13th 
Oct° 1758 
Joun Brapsrreer D QM G. 
To Cole Burron or Officer Comandg the 48 Regiment 
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A True Coppy Rost Ross Major 


Rout 
Companies 3 To Stanford up the sound fifty Miles 
Beyond New York 


3 To Norwalk ‘ro miles 
2 to Fairfield 12 
2 To Stratford 8 


By Water to Every Town to Albany 
Milford has since been Added to The Above 
List of Qrs if found Necessary. 
Rosert Ross Major 


The Q's To be Contracted as much as possible, If Stan- 
ford, Norwalk & Fairfield will Contain the 10 Companies 
with ease, Capt Gordon’s to go to the Coles Qrs at Fairfield, 
& St James Cockburn’s to Norwalk It will be much for the 
Advantage both of his Majesty’s Service, & the Country to 
have the Men Quartered in as Narrow a Compass as Possible 


Rost Ross 
To S. Waterhouse Esqt 48 RegetS OBE A 
Offi Men 
Col Webb’s 83 


Stanford Capt Christie’s 
Capt McQueen’s 


[ Majr Ross’s 

| Capt French’s 

| Capt Edmeston’s 
| Staff & Servts &c 


48th Regt Norwalk 


Mr Tn eee 
co 
Ne) 


| 
| 








Cole Burton’s 4 81 

Fairfield } Capt StLeger’s 4 88 
Staff & Servis &c 4 13 42+%12 182 

Capt Gurdon’s 3° Se 
Capt Cockburn’s 3 96 G N72 
42 8094 


Rost Ross Major 
[Indorsed] The 48th Regiment Quartered In the County of 
Fairfield 1758-1759. 
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THOMAS FITCH TO WILLIAM PITT. 


New Haven 17th octobt 1758 
Sir N 
Having in my Letter of the 31st of March last Given 
some general account of the proceedings Relating to the 
Spanish Snow St Joseph and St Helena and her Cargoe and 
informed you that I had before transmitted a particular ac- 
count with Sundry Depositions and other writings to Mr 
Secretary Fox and that I purposed as soon as I Could to 
Send the Duplicates of all those Papers. I am now to ac- 
quaint you that I have got the Duplicates prepared with an 
Additional Deposition from the Gentlemen who were Em- 
ployed to Assist the Spanish Agent and who put him into 
the Possession of All the Effects that could possibly be 
Recovered by which may be more fully Seen the Care and 
pains taken by the Authority of the Government in Favour 
of the. Owners of the Cargoe and also the Declaration of the 
Spanish Agent importing his full Satisfaction in what had 
been Done for him and that he had no further Demands on 
the Government. 

I should have Inclosed those Papers but as I have been 
lately Informed that the affair Subsided I tho’t it might be 
needless to give you the Trouble of so large a packet of 
Papers and therefore Committed them to the Care of Mr 
Jared Ingersoll whom the General Assembly has appointed 
Agent with Instructions to Repair to Great Britain to trans- 
act Such Affairs in behalf of the Colony During his Stay 
there as may be committed to him and have Directed him 
to Deliver the aforesaid Duplicate writings in Case those 
first Sent are not found or if there be any occasion for the 
Duplicates or you shall think proper to Receive them. 

And as so many Complaints have been made concern- 
ing this affair (wherein the Authority of the Government I 
apprehend Justly stand acquitted) | beg leave to ask your 
Favour in looking over the Additional Evidence before 
Mentioned and that you would also be pleased to Receive 
Such further and particular accounts as may be given by 
Mr Ingersoll a Gentleman of Strict Veracity who Having 
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been an Inhabitant Among us will be able to give Light 
and Intelligence not only in this but in Various other Mat- 
ters as well Relating to the Country in General as to what 
Concerns this Colony in Particular. 

I persuade myself that the Colony will appear to have 
Shewed as well in this as in other Instances a Due Regard 
to his Majestys Commands and a proper Zeal and Spirit for 
promoting his Service. 

I am Sir with the Highest Esteem 
your most Obedient and most Humble Sert 
THOS EVTCH 
The Right Honourable WiLL” Pitt &c.* 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE TO THOMAS FITCH. 
Lonpon Octot 26 1758 
Govr Fitch 

I have lately advis’d thee of my shipping 7 chests of 
foreign Silver & Gold for accot of the Colony of Connecticut 
consigned to thy self # the Happy Return Capt Petr Me- 
Taggart for Boston wch sailed from Portsm® ye 224 Inst 
under convoy of the Man of War bound to Louisbourg, 
whereon I have got £5950 insured at 4 guineas # cent w°h 
is esteemed a very low premium, the names of the Insurers 
comes here inclosed. 

And that I had at length viz on ye 13th Inst Rec4 of the 
Governmt here the whole money granted you by the last Ses- 
sions of Parliamt. And now this brings my accot with the 
Colony from the Balance of my last accot in 1755 wherein I 
have given Credit for ye Money now rec‘, & debited ye sd 
accot for the money now Shipt thee, the Ball. whereof is 
46932 15 7 Sterl. in ye Colonies Favour which thou mayst 
draw on me for as it suits thy Conveniance. 

And now I humbly hope the General Assembly will let 
my Accot Stand as it was by me last transmitted, and also 
allow me instead of £40 a year Salary, £100 a year Sterl. 
for the last 3 years as charged in my accot. Forty pounds 


*The duplicate of this letter in the State Paper Office is indorsed “R Janry 
2gth by Mr Ingersoll” 
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being no ways adequate to my Care, diligence and Trouble 
in the Colonys affairs, In consideration whereof thou wilt 
see I have charged in my accot nothing at all for my Comis- 
sion on procuring & receiving ye gross Sum, nor for buying 
& Shipping of the money now sent # Capt McTaggart all 
which wou’d have amounted to very dear £400 Sterling; 
Let it also be remembered that I saved ye Colony £300 
Lawful money or at least was instrumental in first finding 
out the Error in ye accot which was so much to their preju- 
dice till I rectified it, & had it allowed at ye Office of ae 
Mastt General. 

And that the Colony has been put to no pees of 
any attorney or Solicitor in any of their affairs during 
this last 3 years neither at the several Offices or in Parliamt 
(except the small sum of 22/64) yet they have been duly 
watched to observe if any thing was on foot likely to be 
prejudicial to their Rights and Privileges. 

Note also. It seem’d once likely as I apprehended that 
the Treasury wo4 have Stopt 64 in the £ for Civil List 
money as was hinted to me by the Depty Secretry but it was 
at last dropt & not insisted on wch would have been a Loss 
of about £348, but I dont attribute this saving to be done 
by my Interest. 

I hope therefore on consideration of the whole, That 
the Assembly will be pleased for my Encouragement to 
allow my accot as it now stands, & I intend still to continue 
my diligent Endeavours to serve their Interest here as 
Occasion shall require. 

As to the Affair of the Mohegan Indians, it lays yet 
dormant wh I take to be chiefly owing to Lord Granville 
the Presidt of the Council for that I have heard as if he isun- 
willing it shod be brought forward on the Carpet while ye 
prest Troubles with Indians continue here Inclosed is a 
Copy of an Affidavit made before a Master in Chancery by 
Willoughby & Morse when in London wet I hope will be 
of some Service to our Cause when ever it should come to a 
Hearing before the Lords Committee. 
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And with regard to the matter of the Boundaries wth 
the Massachusetts, that also lyes at the Council Office hung 
up as it has done for a considerable Time, & no further 
Proceedings had therein, but it must be watched. I hear 
nothing further of ye Spaniards Complaints about their Ship 
St Joseph & St Helena & believe that is all over, that Nation 
continues neuter still as it is hoped they will do for the 
future. ! 

I am with due Respects to thyself and the Gentlemen 
of the General Assembly 

Their assured Friend 
RICH? PARTRIDGE 
Novt 4th 
ae 

Since my writing the foregoing, I have rec4 thine dat4 1st 
of Septt giving a Relation of the attack & Repulse at Ticon- 
deroga wh) appears so genuine that I thought it necessary to 
be laid before our Ministry here, & had prepared Copies of it 
accordingly, but meeting with a Gent" at Whitehall yesterd@ 
Benjamin Barons, St Cha Hardys Brot in Law & acquainting 
him thereof, he assured me that ye ministry were already 
well acquaint4 wth the whole affair by advices from America 
& of the well Behaviour of ye Provincial Troops on yt occa- 
sion that there was no need at all of my communicating it to 
them, & that he had never heard any thing to y® contrary 
but well of them, neither indeed have I ever heard any ye 
least colour of Complaint on that head; but if any such thing 
shod come to my knowledge, thy very intelligible Letter will 
furnish me with matter sufficient to take off any Impressions 
yt may have been suggested agst ye Colonys Forces, & which 
in that Case I intend to improve, till then I judged it best 
not to mention any thing of it. Adm! Boscawen & St Cha 
Hardy are wth some Men of War lately arrived from Louis- 
burg. Iam as before 

RD PARTRIDGE 
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Lonpon Octor 19: 1758 
Names of Insurers on Money in the Ship Happy Return 
Capt Pett McTaggart bound to Hostes in N. E. for accot of 
the Colony of Connect viz 








John Townson £600 James Johnson £100 
Rich4 Cowley 300 John Bland 200 
John Bradshaw 200 W™ Snell 200 
Rich¢ Gildart 600 John Coape .100 
John Eliot 500 John Clarke 100 
Robt Wilson 400 Benj? Titley 200 
W™ Heron 300 W™ Neate 200 
Sam! Wilson 200 Ebent Roebuck 100 
John Ante Rucker 500 Geo Newland 200 
John Thomlinson 250 Hy Thompson 200 
Thos Lloyd 100 

43850 Jos. Baker 100 

Geo: Johnston 200 

W™ Black 100 

2100 

3850 





Total Insur’d all at 4 gus & Ct £5950 
[Indorsed] Letter from Mr Partridge 26th Octor & 4th Noyt 
1758 Recd 18th Febry 1759 


WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


WHITEHALL, Dect gth 1758. 
Gentlemen, 

His Majesty having nothing so much at Heart, as to 
improve the Great & Important Advantages gained the 
last Campaign, as well as to repair the Disappointment 
at Ticonderoge; and, by the most vigorous & extensive 
Efforts, to avert, by the Blessing of God on his Arms, all 
Dangers which may threaten North America, from any 
future Irruptions of the French; And the King not doubt- 
ing, that all His Faithfull and Brave Subjects there, will 
chearfully cooperate with, and second to the utmost, 
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the large Expence, & extraordinary Succours supplied by 
this Kingdom for their Preservation & Defence; And His 
Majesty considering, that the several Provinces, in Particu- 
lar, from Proximity & Accessibility of Situation, more im- 
mediately obnoxious to the main Irruptions of the Enemy 
from Canada, are, of Themselves, well able to furnish, at 
least Twenty Thousand Men, to join a Body of the King’s 
Forces for invading Canada by the way of Crown Point, & 
carrying War into the Heart of the Enemy’s Possessions; 
And His Majesty not judging it expedient to limit the Zeal 
& Ardor of Any of His Provinces, by making a Repartition 
of the Force to be raised by Each, respectively, for this 
most important Service; I am commanded to signify to You 
the King’s Pleasure, that You do forthwith use Your utmost 
Endeavours and Influence with the Council & Assembly of 
Your Colony, to induce them to raise, with all possible Dis- 
patch, within Your Government, at least as large a Body of 
Men as they did for the last Campaign, And even as many 
more, as the Number of It’s Inhabitants may allow; and, 
forming the same into Regiments, as far as shall be found 
convenient, that you do direct them to hold themselves in 
readiness, as early as may be, to march to the Rendezvous 
at Albany, or such other Place, as His Majesty’s Com- 
mander in Chief in America shall appoint, in order to pro- 
ceed from thence, in Conjunction with a Body of the 
King's British Forces, & under the supreme Command of 
His Majesty’s said Commander in Chief in America, so as to 
be in a Situation to begin the Operations of the Campaign, 
by the 1st of May, if possible, or as soon after as shall be 
any way practicable, by attempting to make an Irruption 
into Canada, as above, by the Way of Crown Point; and, if 
found practicable, to attack either Montreal, or Quebeck, or 
Both of the said Places, successively, with the whole Force 
in one Body, or at one & the same Time, by a Division of 
the Troops into separate & distinct Operations, according as 
His Majesty’s Commander in Chief shall, from His Knowl- 
edge of the Countries, thro’ which the War is to be carried, 
and from emergent Circumstances, not to be known here, 
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judge any of the said Attempts to be practicable: And 
the better to facilitate this important Service, the King is 
pleased to leave it to You to issue Commissions to such 
Gentlemen of Your Colony, as’ You shall judge, from their 
Weight & Credit with the People, and their Zeal for the 
Publick Service, may be best disposed & able to quicken & 
effectuate the speedy levying of the greatest Number of © 
Men; In the Disposition of which Commissions, I am per- 
suaded, You will have nothing in View, but the Good of 
the King’s Service, & a due Subordination of the whole, 
when joined, to His Majesty’s Commander in Chief; And 
all Officers of the Provincial Forces, as high as Colonels in- 
clusive, are to have Rank, according to their several re- 
spective Commissions, agreable to the Regulations con- 
tained in His Majesty’s Warrant of the 30th Dect last Year. 

The King is further pleased to furnish All the Men, so 
raised as above, with Arms, Ammunition, & Tents, as well 
as to order Provisions to be issued to the same, by His 
Majesty’s Commissaries, in the same Proportion & Manner 
as is done to the Rest of the King’s Forces: A sufficient 
Train of Artillery will also be provided, at His Majesty’s 
Expence, for the Operations of the Campaign; And the 
Ship, that conveys this, carries Orders for Timely provid- 
ing, at the King’s Charge, with the utmost Diligence, & in 
an ample Manner, Boats & Vessels, necessary for the Trans- 
portation of the Army on this Expedition. The whole 
therefore, that His Majesty expects & requires from the 
several Provinces, is, the Levying, Cloathing, & Pay, of the 
Men, and, on these Heads also, that no Encouragement 
may be wanting to this Great and Salutary Attempt, the 
King is further most Graciously pleased to permit me to 
acquaint You, that strong Recommendations will be made 
to Parliament, in their Session next Year, to grant a proper 
Compensation for such Expences as above, according as the 
Active Vigour and strenuous Efforts of the respective 
Provinces shall justly appear to merit 

It is His Majesty’s Pleasure, that You do, with particu- 
lar Diligence, immediately collect & put into the best Con- 
dition, all the Arms, issued last Campaign, which can be 
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any ways rendered Serviceable; or that can be found, 
within Your Government, in order that the same may be 
employed, as far as they will go, in this Exigency, I am at 
the same Time to acquaint You, that a reasonable Supply 
of Arms will be sent from England to replace such as may 
have been lost, or have become unfit for future Service. I 
am further to inform You, that similar Orders are sent by 
this Conveyance to Massachuset’s Bay, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, New York, & New Jersey; The Southern 
Governments are also directed to raise Men in the same 
manner, to be employed in such Offensive Operations, as 
the Circumstances & Situation of the Enemy’s Posts, in 
those Parts, may point out, which, it is hoped, will oblige 
them so to divide their Attention & Forces,:as will render 
the several Attempts more easy & successfull. 

It is unnecessary to add any Thing to animate Your 
Zeal, in the Execution of His Majesty’s Orders on this 
great Occasion, where the future Safety & Welfare of 
America are at Stake, And the King doubts not, from Your 
known Fidelity and Attachment, that you will employ 
Yourself, with the utmost Application and Dispatch in this 
urgent and decisive Crisis. 

Altho’ the Knowledge of an Intention to invade Canada 
is apprehended not only to be unattended with any Incon- 
venience, but necessary to be propagated in the Provinces 
in order to give Success to the Levies, Yet, as Secrecy in 
all Enterprizes on particular Places, is of the greatest Im- 
portance, the King is persuaded, that you will use all 
proper Discretion in communicating, by Name, any of the 
immediate Objects before pointed out, further than to such 
Persons, to whom it may be necessary, for the Good of the 
Service, confidentially to entrust the same. 

Iam, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant 


Weer lr 
Govt & Company of Connecticut. 


[Indorsed] Letter from Secretary Pitt 9? December 1758 
Recd 18th February 1759. 
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JEFFREY AMHERST TO THOMAS FITCH. 


[Major General Jeffrey Amherst writes from New York 
on December 13, 1758, to Governor Thomas Fitch that he 
has been appointed commander in chief of all the forces in 
North America; that he expects the same number of prov- 
incial troops voted by the respective colonies the present 
year will be required for the ensuing campaign, and that 
they should be ready as early in the spring as possible. He 
recommends that if the troops raised for the last campaign 
are not disbanded, they be continued in pay during the 
winter; and if they are that the Assembly be urged to order 
new levies. As he is ordered to recruit and complete the 
regular regiments, he asks aid for the officers sent on that 
service. Rhode Island Colonial Records, V1. 180; Letter 
from Fitch to Amherst of Dec. 22, 1758. | 


THOMAS FITCH TO JEFFREY AMHERST. 


Norwatk 224 December 1758 

S27 

On Saturday last I was favoured with your Letter of 
the 13 recommending the Continuance of the ‘Troops 
raised in this Colony for the last Campaign in pay for 
another year, or in case they were discharged that new 
Levies be raised as Soon as may be in order to their being 
ready to take the Field as early as the Season will admitt, 
altho’ I fully concur with You in regard to the importance 
of begining the Campaign as Soon as may be Yet I must 
Acquaint You that the Assembly in October last gave orders 
for disbanding Our Troops on their return from the Camp 
which was accordingly done, and tho’ the Colony I doubt 
not will according to its Ability exert itself in his Majesties 
Service against the common Enemy in bearing a just pro- 
portion on any further Occasion, Yet you will give me leave 
to Observe that in order to induce the Assembly vigorously 
to Engage in raising and providing for Men, it will be 
Necessary I should be able to inform them of the General 
Plan of Operations, proposed something more particular 
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than that it is designed Against the French to the North- 
ward &c: this also will be of very great Importance for 
facilitating the Levies as the People have been used to inlist 
for Some particular Service and unless they are Acquainted 
with the General Intentions and designs of that kind it will 
be to little purpose to invite them to enter into the Service, 
As it appears Necessary for promoting his Majesty’s Service 
and forwarding the undertaking (in which no time Should 
be lost) that those previous necessaries be come into so far 
as may be consistant with the good of the general design, 
and as I am Directed to give You any Light in my Power 
I beg you will be so good as to excuse my Suggesting these 
particulars and that you will be Assured I Shall do all in 
my power for promotting the Service the King has been 
pleased to Honour You with the Command and direction of. 
I am Sir with very great respect 
your most Obedient and 
Most Humble Servant 
CHOe MITCH 

[Indorsed] Copy A Letter from Govt Fitch to M: Gen: 

Amherst Dect 224 1758. in M. G. Amherst of Janry 18th 


ERD9- 


JEFFREY AMHERST TO THOMAS FITCH. 


New York December 2gth 1758. 

Sar 

As I find by your Letter of the 224 Instant that my re- 
quisition for continuing in pay for this Winter the Troops 
raised by the Colony of Connecticut for the Service of last 
Campaign cannot be complied with by the reason of their 
having been discharged pursuant to the Order given by the 
Assembly in October last for disbanding those Troops on 
their return from Camp I must therefore Again recommend 
it to You not to lose any time in using Your Influence with 
your Assembly to move them to order new Levies, and to 
cause them not only, to be provided with the usual Neces- 
saries but to be ready by the time the Season will admit of 
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their taking the Field, for altho’ as I mentioned to you in 
my Letter of the 13th I had not, nor have yet, received any 
particular Orders relative to the Operations of the ensuing 
Campaign. Yet from the high ttust reposed in me, by His 
Majesty, who has nothing more at heart than the preserva- 
tion of the lives and properties of his good and faithfull 
Subjects of America, And who is desirous of securing them 
in the quiet & peaceable possession thereof, I do think it my 
duty not only to Act upon the defensive but also whenever 
and as often as, the Oppertunitys Shall offer, to carry the 
War into the Enemies Settlements, and by the most Vigor- 
ous Efforts endevour to Compell them to a good and lasting 
peace, the Advantage of which most be so Obvious to every 
Inhabitant of this Continent that I do not think it needfull 
to make use of any other Argnment to induce them to be 
Aiding and Assisting to their utmost in so Salutary a design 
And I do flatter myself when they are Acquainted with 
these my Intentions which I propose mostly to Observe un- 
less I should receive directions to the contrary, that they 
will without anv further Information of the General Plan of 
Operations Vigorously engage in raising & providing for 
the Number of Men required by me as above, that they may 
be ready by the time prefixed in which interim, if I should 
receive from H.M. any Plan of Operations to be Communi- 
cated to the Governors of this Continent, you may depend 
on my transmitting the Same to you for their Satisfaction. 

I cannot conclude without thanking you for your assur- 
ances of doing all that is in your power for promotting the 
the Services the King has been pleased to honour me with 
the Command & direction of; I readily Accept of so good a 
profer as I am Sensible it must tend to the benefit and ad- 
vantage of all the Provinces in General whose prosperity 
and Success no one wishes more Sincerely than 

Sir &ca 

[| Indorsed| Copy A Letter from Gen Amherst to Goyr Fitch 

December 29th 1758 in M. G. Amherst’s of Jany 18: 1759 
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WILLIAM PITT TO COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 


Duplicate 
WHITEHALL 29th Dect 1758. 
Gentlemen, 

In transmitting to you the inclosed Triplicate of my 
Letter, of the ot Instant, I have The King’s particular 
Commands to renew & enforce, in the strongest Manner, 
the Necessity of a punctual Compliance with the Orders 
therein contained: and you will accordingly urge, in the 
most expressive Terms, to the Council & Assembly of your 
Colony, the Importance of their exerting Themselves in the 
present critical & decisive Moment; in which their own In- 
terests & Security are so nearly concerned, that it would 
seem superfluous to add the further Motives of their Duty 
to the King, & of the Gratitude, They owe to this Country, 
for the very great Expence & Succours supplied for their 
immediate Defence, and for the future Safety of all their 
Rights & Possessions in America; And the levying the Men, 
to be furnished by the several Provinces, without any Delay, 
& in such Time, that They may not fail to be at the Rendez- 
vous, that shall be appointed for them, so as to be ready to 
commence the Operations by the first of May, is so essential, 
as well for preventing the extraordinary Efforts, which, it is 
supposed, the Enemy is preparing to make, to stop the 
further Progress of His Majesty’s Arms in America, as for 
pushing, with Success, the ensuing Campaign, That itis The 
King’s Pleasure, that you do employ the utmost Diligence, 
& every Means in your Power, to forward & expedite this 
Service, in the most effectual Manner, and to avoid any 
Disappointment happening, from the Slowness of the 
Levies, or from the Men, who shall be raised, not proceed- 
ing in due Time to the Rendezvous. 

With regard to the Expences incurred by your Colony 
for the last Campaign, I am further to acquaint you, that as 
soon as the Agents of the respective Provinces, duely 
authorised, shall produce the necessary Documents, the 
same will, without Delay, be recommended to Parliament, 
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for a reasonable Compensation, agreable to the gracious as- 
surances, which The King was pleased to allow me to give 
in my Letter of the 30 Decemker last Year. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
We PLTT 
Govt & Compy of Connecticut 


ERRATUM. 


The statement of fact contained in the letter from Robert Wood to 
the Colony of Connecticut, printed on page 320, as well as the indorse- 
ment which it bears, show that it should have been dated 1759, and 
consequently should not have been printed in this volume. 
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AssorT, Price, documents signed by, 302, 303; inlistment papers of, 302; 
mentioned, 303. 

Abercrombie, Maj. Gen. James, appointed commander in chief of 
forces, 316; letter written to, 247; letters written to mentioned, 
249, 250; mentioned, 339, 347, 353. 

“Abigail” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

d’Abreu, Joseph Antonio, claim of in affair of Spanish snow, 174, 175; 
complaint made by mentioned, 313; mentioned, 174, 318. 

Acklom, Jonathan, letter written by, 311; mentioned, 311. 

Adams, Lieut., mentioned, 133. 

Adams, Pygan, memorial signed by, 288; mentioned, 236. 

Adams, Samuel, document signed by, 13. 

‘‘ Adventure” schooner, mentioned, 242. 

“Africa” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Agent to Great Britain, appointment of, 340; instructions to, 341. 

Agreement, between Connecticut and William Shirley, 127. 

Aguado, Antonio, letters written by mentioned, 79, 80. 

Aguado, Antonio, & Co., letter written to, 84. 

Aguiota, at conference with the English, 142. 

Aix la Chapelle, treaty of mentioned, 222. 

Albany, document dated at, 127; instructions to committee sent to, 253; 
letters dated at, 176, 240, 256, 262, 309; meeting of commissioners 
to be held at, 3; mentioned, 16, 40, 41, 109, II0, 132, 143, 144, 149, 
150, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 160, 164, 166, 167, 168, 169, 173, 176, 181, 
184, 188, 190, 193, 194, 198, 200, 204, 253, 264, 266, 269, 277, 294, 297, 
357; workmen sent to, Ito. 

Albany Congress, commission of commissioners to, 17; journal of, 19; 
plan of union proposed by, 20, 25; reasons against proposed plan 
of union, 37; report against adoption of proposed plan of union, 
34. 

Alexander, William, attestation of copy by, 102. 

Alexander & Smith, payment to mentioned, 11. 

Alford, Benjamin, mentioned, 244. 

Alford, Henry, mentioned, 94. 

“Alice” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Amherst, Maj. Gen. Jeffrey, appointed commander in chief of forces, 
353, 306; letters written by, 366, 367; letter written to,°366; to be 
obeyed and assisted as commander in chief, 354, 
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Annapolis, letter dated at, 95. 

‘‘Antonie” brigantine, mentioned, 242. 

Appalachian mountains, mentioned, 35. 

Apthorp, Charles & Son, letters writter\by, 251, 252; letter written to, 
260. 

Arbuthnot, Capt., ordered to assist about cargo of Spanish snow, 85. 

Arius, mentioned, 5. 

Arms, delivered to Massachusetts soldiers and purchased of them by 
private individuals ordered seized, 293; in private possession to 
be collected by the colony, 295; sent to North America, 179. 

Armstrong, Mr., mentioned, 71. 

Articles of war, mentioned, 96. 

Ashley, Maj. Noah, document signed by, 130, 

Atkinson, Theodore, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Avery, Dr. Benjamin, mentioned, to. 

Avery, Christopher, document signed by, 15. 


‘‘BACHELOR” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Bagley, Lieut. Col. Jonathan, document signed by, 130. 

Baker, Joseph, insurer, 362. 

Baldwin, Capt. David. document signed by, 339. 

Balman, Samuel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Baltimore, Frederick, Lord, mentioned, 73. 

Banyar, George, attests copy of document, 150, 153. 

Barnes, Abraham, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Barons, Benjamin, letter written by, 249; mentioned, 250, 361. 

Barrett, Joseph, memorial of about chair, 275; mentioned, 272, 273. 

Bayard, William, letter written to, 251; mentioned, 252, 253, 260. 

Beecher, Mr., mentioned, 213. 

Belcher, Gov. Jonathan, mentioned, 332. 

Benedict, Joseph, appointed lieutenant, 215. 

Bernard, Goy. Francis, mentioned, 332. 

‘‘Betsey”’ sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Bill, Samuel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Bills, none drawn by Connecticut on paymaster general, 157. 

Bills of credit, of other colonies not to pass current in Connecticut, 
177, 178; other colonies requested to draw in theirs outstanding 
in Connecticut, 178. 

Bills of credit of Connecticut, amount of emitted, 213; issue of men- 
tioned, 161; tenor of about to be changed, 177; to be drawn 
Lee 

Black, William, insurer, 362. 

Blake, Daniel, certificate of his induction into office, 353; commission 
of destroyed, 1; complaint by about treatment received, 1; men- 
tioned, 2. 
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Blanchard, Col. Joseph, documents addressed to, 169, 170; letters writ- 
ten by, 170, 172; letter written by mentioned, 130; mentioned, 
163, 164. 

Bland, Col. Humphrey, military discipline of used in Connecticut, 212. 

Bland, John, insurer, 362. 

Bliss, John, testimony of, 7. 

Boscawen, Admiral Edward, mentioned. 361. 

Boston, bill of expenses to, 294; document dated at, 323; letters ad- 
dressed to, 267, 268, 280; letters dated at, 65, 101, 109, 140, 153, 175, 
215, 225, 250, 251, 252, 259, 267, 276; mentioned, 10, 15, 21, 26, 102, 
108, 153, 154, 155, 156, 179, 196, 209, 256, 271, 275, 280, 312, 317, 321, 
323, 324, 332, 348, 355, 356, 359, 362; proceedings of commissioners 
at 322) 

Boundary line controversy with Massachusetts, mentioned, 122, 143, 
342, 361; Wolcott’s labors in stated, ro. 

Braddick, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Braddock, Maj. Gen. Edward, death of mentioned, 136; defeat of dis- 
cussed, 127, 196; mentioned, 102, 145, 159, 185, 186, 187, 284; news 
of defeat of received, 126. 

Bradshaw, John, insurer, 362. 

Bradstreet, John, document signed by, 356. 

‘‘Branford” brigantine, mentioned, 241. 

Brattle, William, document signed by, 322; present as commissioner, 
B22: 

Bread, needed for troops, 154. 

Brest, mentioned, 102. 

Brett, Charles, attestation of copy by, 221. 

Brick Lane, letter dated at, 183. 

Bristow, John, mentioned, 85. 

British Islands, mentioned, 209. 

British regiments, mentioned, 184, 187. 

Broad arrow, masts and lumber seized to be marked with, 3. 

Brower, Capt., mentioned, 339. 

Brustis, Capt. Paul, mentioned, go. 

Bulkley, Charles, memorial signed by, 288. 

Burr, Andrew, mentioned, 201. 

Burton, Col. order addressed to, 356; quarters assigned to company of, 
357: ) 

Butler, mentioned, 133. 

Butler, Lieut., mentioned, 130. 


Capiz, mentioned, 15, 64, 66, 69, 76, 84, 86, 90, 112. 

Canada, address to troops in expedition against, 343, mentioned, 54, 
55, 121, 131, 132, 133, 152, 189, 190, 211, 285, 305, 316, 333, 342, 363. 

Canadians, mentioned, 151, 158, 159. 
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Caner, Mr., mentioned, 8. 

Cape Breton, mentioned, 211; transportation of inhabitants from men- 
tioned, 220. 

Cape Breton expedition, mentioned, 55, 219, 221, 298; use of brigantine 
in mentioned, 218. \ 

Caroline, Princess, death of announced, 318. 

Carrying place, mentioned, 154, 171, 172; see Great carrying place. 

Cataraqui, mentioned, 189, 190, IgI, I92. 

Certificate, form of about cargo of Spanish snow, 82. 

Chair, report on damage to, 272; statement of damage done to and 
condition of, 271, 272, 273, 274. 

Chambers, John, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Chandler, John, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Chandler, Thomas, document signed by, 253. 

Chapman, Jedediah, document signed by, 14. 

Chapman, Jeremiah, memorial signed by, 288. 

Charter party, agreed to for use of brigantine, 218. 

Chauncey, Maj. Elihu, documents signed by, 9, 13, 14, 15, 37, 236, 267, 
275, 288; letter signed by, 202. 

‘‘Chelsey”’ schooner, mentioned, 242. 

Chester, John, document signed by, 66. 

Chew, Joseph, evidence given by, 83; letter written by, 76; memorial 
signed by, 288; mentioned, 63, 94, 114, 115, 116, I17, 118, 119g, 233, 
234, 244. 

Chillds, Michill, memorial signed by, 288. 

Choate, John, document signed by, 322; mentioned, 97; present as com- 
missioner, 322. 

Christie, Capt. Gabriel, letter written by, 309; letter written by men- 
tioned, 310; quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

Christophers, Christopher, document signed by, 120; memorial signed 
by, 288; mentioned, 77, 78; signs as witness, 92. 

Claremont, letter dated at, 311. 

Clarke, John, insurer, 362. 

Clarke, Thomas, attestation of copy by, I1I, 121, 166, 169, 171, 172; 
document signed by, 100, 203, 323. 

Clarkson, Andrew, attestation of copy by, 192, 194. 

Cleveland, Mr., letter to mentioned, 313. 

Coape, John, insurer, 362. 

Cockburn, Capt. Sir James, quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

Cockcraft, Col. William, document signed by, 130. 

Coffin, Nathaniel, document signed by, 46; libel addressed to, 45. 

Cognawagos, answer of mentioned, 132; have joined the French, 149, 
150; mentioned, 132; will join the French, 132. 

Coin, account of received by agent for Connecticut, 356; sent from 
England, 205; silver desired by Connecticut rather than gold, 
260; see Money. 
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Coit, Daniel, document signed by, 43; meritioned, 43, 84, 236. 

Coit, John, document signed by, 44; mentioned, 83. 

Coit, Joseph, document signed by, 44; memorial signed by, 288; men- 
tioned, 83. 

Coit, Nathaniel, mentioned, 220. 

Coit, Lieut. Col. Samuel, document signed by, 339. 

Coit, Thomas, memorial signed by, 288. 

Colchester, letter dated at, 230. 

Cole, Lieut. Col., at council of war, 130. 

Cole, Maj. Edward, document signed by, 130. 

Coleman, John, statement signed by, 271. 

Colfax John, document signed by, 218; mentioned, 221. 

Colonel Williams’ fort, mentioned, 135. 

Colton, Jonathan, criticism of, 4, 5; testimony against, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Commissioners for trade and plantations, letters written by, 31, 264, 
306; letters written to, 204, 206, 240, 301, 309, 314, 315; mentioned, 
125, 141, 176, 180, 208, 296, 306; see Pownall, John. 

Commissioners from Connecticut, appointed to confer on plan of cam- 
paign, 196; bill of expenses of, 296; commission to, 333; instruc- 
tions to, 275. 

Commissioners from New England or Northern colonies, appointment 
of mentioned, 182; appointed from Connecticut, 177; Connecticut 
to appoint, 317; letter written by, 280; letters written to, 276, 284, 
286; meetings of called, 176, 330, 331, 332; meeting of mentioned, 
184; meeting of postponed, 271; meeting place of assigned, 160, 
320; minutes of proceedings of, 322; proportions of troops from 
each colony as settled by, 184; proposed meeting of discussed, 
175, 319; sent from Connecticut, 321; to be appointed, 317. 

Commissioners of the treasury, mentioned, 300. 

Commissioners to Albany congress, commission to, 17; instructions for, 
15; mentioned, 3, 19; plan of union by, 20, 25. 

Commissioners to treat with the Six Nations, appointment of recom- 
mended, 32. 

Committee of pay table, letter written to, 215, 

Committee about provisions, appointed, 261; instructions to, 253. 

Committee for carrying on the war, letter written by, 267. 

Committee of war in Hartford county, appointed and authority delegated 
to, 74; letter written to, 141; mentioned, 142. 

Conant, Col. Shubael, letter written to, 134, 

Congress at Albany, see Albany congress. 

Connecticut, account of arms in and state of defense of desired, 141, 
201, 204; account of part taken by in war, 335; addresses of to the 
king, 129, 162, 213; agrees to join in expedition against French, 
98; agreement made by, 127; amount borrowed by, 207,. 213; 
amount of debt of, 349; amount of revenue of, 211; answer in de- 
tail to heads of inquiry about, 208; bills of for expenses and ser- 
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vices to be drawn against commander in chief, 122; civil establish- 
ment of, 212; defenses of, 211; discussion of form of payment of 
thoney received from England, 260; expenses of, 212; expenses 
of campaign to be borne by, 286, 316; general state of described, 
54; government of described, 208% grant from parliament shipped 
to, 205; grant made to by New York, 346; grant to from New 
York mentioned, 161; greater marks of zeal expected from, 29; 
heads of enquiry relating to, 125; implores royal favor and assis- 
tance, 162, 163, 199, 207, 213, 249; instructions to commissioners 
from, 275; instructions to from the king, 246; letters written by, 
52, 157, 288, letters written to, 18, 29, 46, 48, 56, 57, 81, 96, 122, 125, 
128, 135, 141, 174, 176, 179, 180, 201, 216, 222, 239, 264, 265, 268, 
285, 292, 296, 304, 305, 306, 313, 315, 316, 318, 320, 353, 362, 369; 
list of coins sent from England to, 205; list of shipping registered 
in, 241; memorial of officers from, 339; mentioned, 87, 88, 90; 
militia of to be held ready to march, 305; money borrowed by 
ordered paid, 260; money for landed in New York, 252; money for 
received by colony agent, 356, 359; money shipped to, 355, 359; 
narrative of part taken by in the war, 344; natural productions of 
stated, 209; order for payment of money to, 251; payment of grant 
to made, 221; payment of loan to requested, 265; petition of to 
king for reimbursement of expenses in, 314; population of, 210; 
proceedings of commissioners from, 322; protest against accusa- 
tion of lack of zeal by, 52; relief needed by people of, 146; report 
on quantity of iron made in, 315; requests arms from the king, 
129, requests money and arms, 200; to receive part of grant from 
Pennsylvania, 127; trade of described, 209; will comply with all 
of king’s wishes, 97; see Boundary line controversy, Governor and 
council, Connecticut troops, General Assembly, 


Connecticut river, mentioned, 208, 326, 348. 
Connecticut seal, to be affixed to certain documents, 351. 
Connecticut troops, additional number to be raised for immediate ser- 


vice, 262; additional number of requested, 309; address and 
declaration to, 343; at Fort Edward, 193; gone and going on 
Crown Point expedition, 143; to be discharged as early as possible, 
312; number expected, promised, required, voted, raised, or in 
service, 129, 136, 137, 138, 161, 163, 184, 194, 204, 207, 213, 241, 249, 
265, 275, 286, 297, 302, 308, 309, 312, 328, 329, 333, 336, 345, 347, 
348, 349, 350. 


‘*Content” schooner, mentioned, 242. 
Corn, to be shipped to Europe because of crop failure there, 304. 
Correspondence, ships provided for carrying between America and 


Europe, 176, 180, 206. 


Council, see Governor and council. 
Council of war, meeting of mentioned, 153; mentioned, 207; minutes of, 


130, 165, 184; minutes of mentioned, 163, 181, 184; minutes of laid 
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before General Assembly, 136, 137, 138; ordered and its proceed- 
ings suggested, 163. 

Court of vice admiralty, see Vice admiralty. 

Coventry, documents attested at, 7, 9. 

Cowley, Richard, insurer, 362. 

Craven, Maj. Charles, document signed by, 184; present at council of 
war, 185. 

Crown Point, advance to be made towards, 152; erection of fort at pro- 
posed, 98; fort at mentioned, 160; fort at reconoitered, 169; 
mentioned, 131, 132, 157, 159, 160, 170, I71, 173, 187, 189, 190, I9gI, 
203, 211, 263, 281, 282, 316, 329, 345, 346, 363. 

Crown Point expedition, account of battle in, 145; action by Massachu- 
setts to forward, 140; appointment of officers for discussed, 104, 
106; allowance to highest officer in discussed, 122, 123; allowance 
to Indians in discussed, 123; attack by expected, 183; bread 
needed for, 154; efforts of Connecticut to forward mentioned, 103, 
129, 136, 137, 138, 183; considered, 172; effect of discussed, 121; 
further advance of discussed, 181; grant made by Pennsylvania 
for, 127; long account of, 143; long account of battle at Lake 
George, 150; mentioned, 108, 127, 156, 163; minutes of council of 
war regarding, 130, 165; needs of troops in mentioned, 153 ; number 
of troops raised by Connecticut for, 129, 136, 137, 138; prepara- 
tions by French to repel, 132; preparations for described, 102, 110; 
retreat of provincial troops in described, 195; stores to be pro- 
vided for, 109; supplies and reinforcements needed for, 129; to 
proceed at once, 153; troops gone & going into, 143; troops in not 
to be dismissed, 156; whole number of troops in service for, 131; 
see French and Indian war, Lake George. 

Crown Point proposed expedition against, account of preparations for, 
215; discussed and planned, 194, 197, 206, 254, 255, 256, 261; men- 
tioned, 211, 212, 213, 251, 277, 347; number of troops needed from 
each colony for, 184; number of troops raised by Massachusetts 
for, 259. 

Currie, James. document signed by, 272; mentioned, 271. 

Cuyler, Henry, Jr., letter to, 76; mentioned, 42, 83, 230, 231, 244. 


Davucury, Maj., present at council of war, 166. 

D’Frances, Felipe, mentioned, 313. 

DeLancey, Lieut. Gov. James, commissioner to Albany congress, 25; 
letters written by, 3, 109, 126, 328; letters written to, 107, 137, 331; 
mentioned, 105, 107, 110, 127; present at conference called by Earl 
of Loudoun, 328. 

Delaware Indians, mentioned, 248, 249, 250; report of conference with, 
247; war declared against, 248. 

Denison, Capt. John, document signed by, 339. 

Denison, Maj. Robert, document signed by, 130. 
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Deserters, pardon offered to, 139. 

Detroit river, mentioned, 189. _ 

Dewey, Mr., mentioned, 350. 

“Diamond” sloop, mentioned, 241, 242. 

‘‘Diana” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Dieskau, Maj. Gen., Baron, mentioned, 151, 158; wounded and taken 
prisoner, 145. 

‘‘ Dispatch” schooner, mentioned, 241. 

‘Dolphin ” brigantine, mentioned, 241. 

‘‘Dolphin” schooner, mentioned, 242. 

“Dolphin,” sloop, mentioned, 241, 242. 

Douglass, Nathan, memorial signed by, 288. 

“Dove” sloop, mentioned, 241, 242. 

Dowglass, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Dunbar, Col. Thomas, document signed by, 184; mentioned, 48; pres- 
ent at council of war, 185. 

Dunk, George Montagu, see Halifax, Earl of. 

Dunkirk, mentioned, 224. 

Dupplin, letter written by, 31. 

Durfey, Capt. Richard, mentioned, 62, 83. 

Durkee, Capt. John, document, signed by, 339. 

Dutchmen, may be commissioned, 201. 

Dwight, Brigadier, directs building of a fort, 134. 

Dyar, see Lyman and Dyar. 

Dyer, Col. Eliphalet, bill of, 294, 295; instructions to as commissioner, 
275. 


“EAGLE” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Edgecumbe, Samuel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Edmeston, Capt., quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

Edwards, see Griswold & Edwards. 

Edwards, Daniel, document signed by, 106, 

Edwards, Elderkin, acts as attorney, 118. 

Elderkin, Jedediah, mentioned, 291. 

Eliot, John, insurer, 362. 

Ely, Daniel, document signed by, rrr. 

Embargo, laid on shipping, 302; raised, 304. 

Enfield, mentioned, 208. 

England, mentioned, 5, 6, 7, 9, 39, 72, 202, 218, 223. 332, 333, 341, 353- 

Europe, mentioned, 48, 209, 318. 

Export of provisions, act to prevent, 296; care taken about, 262; prohi. 
bited, 265, 309; prohibition of considered, 225, 236, 238; restrict- 
ed, 301. 

Eyre, Capt., at conference with Indians, 147; present at council of war, 
165, 166. 

Eyree (Eyres), Maj. William, document signed by, 130; mentioned, 269. 
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“Factor” brigantine, mentioned, 241. 

Fairfield, mentioned, 351; troops ordered quartered in, 356, 357. 

Fairfield county, orders for quartering a regiment of troops in, 356. 

Falmouth, mentioned, 176. 

Felch, Samuel, mentioned, 230. 

Fishers island, mentioned, 288. 

Fitch, Lieut. Azel, document signed by, 339; mentioned, 303. 

Fitch, Maj. and Col. Eleazor, at conference with Indians, 148; docu- 
ments signed by, 130, 339. 

Fitch, Jabez, document signed by, 15. 

Fitch, Gov. Thomas, address to king signed by, 162; address and 
declaration to the troops by, 343; appointment of colony agent 
signed by, 340; attests copy of document, 150, 153; certification 
signed by, 353; commissions signed by, 17, 196, 202, 323 333; 
documents signed by, 129, 196, 203, 213, 313; letters signed by, 
157, 292; letters written by, 47, 56, 58, 60, 61, 62, 70, 71, 73, 74, 
96, 98, 103, 104, 107, I10, 121, 122, 123, 127, 129, ESO, 1375, E3O5 435 
147, 153, 155, 156, 177, 181, 198, 199, 200, 203, 204, 206, 212, 215, 
226, 227, 228, 229, 238, 240, 249, 250, 254, 260, 261, 262, 264, 265, 
267, 295, 296. 299, 300, 30I, 305, 307, 309, 315, 317, 321, 330, 331, 
332, 335, 337, 351, 358, 366; letters written by mentioned, 104, 
166, 183, 246, 318, 354; letters written to, 3, 44, 51, 58, 59, 61, 62, 
64, 65, 95, 97, 99, IOI, 102, 103, 108, 109, 122, 126, 129, 140, 146, 
153, 156, 163, 175, 176, 179, 180, 183, 193, 200, 202, 205, 214, 215, 
221, 225, 249, 250, 251, 252, 256, 259, 262, 264, 271, 273, 293, 298, 
299, 305, 309, 310, 312, 316, 319, 320, 355, 359, 366, 367; letter 
written to mentioned, 250; memorial addressed to, 281; men- 
tioned, 33, 75, 91, 106, 107, 130, 177. 184, 238, 239, 270, 296, 332; 
money shipped to, 355; order by, 252, 313; present at conference, 
328; present at council of war, 185; proclamations by, 71, 139; 
requests special grant, 267; special grant made to, 267; state of 
case of the ‘St. Joseph & St. Helena” as prepared by, 229; see 
Governor and council. 

Fitch arms, affixed to document, 353; mentioned, 69, 71. 

Flat Head Indians, mentioned, 240. 

Fort Connecticut, built, 135. 

Fort Du Quesne, captured, 240; mentioned, 186, 189, 191, 248. 

Fort Edward, document signed at, 269; letters dated at, 193, 309; men- 
tioned, 154, 157, 159, 163, 164, 168, 172, 194, 195, 258, 269, 270, 339, 
348, 349. 

Fort Frederick, mentioned, 169. 

Fort Frontenac, mentioned, 188, 189, 191. 

Fort Johnson, letter dated at, 247. 

Fort Massachusetts, mentioned, 66. 

Fort William Henry, building of mentioned, 346; captured by the ene- 
my, 310, 348; invested by the enemy, 309; mentioned, 270. 
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Forts, building of, 66, 75, 98, 134, 144, 152, 171, 186, 204; mentioned, 
189, 196; of the French mentioned, 186. 

Fosdick, Thomas, memorial signed by, 288. 

Fowler, John, documents signed by, IIT, 135, 139; letter signed by, 157. 

Fowler, Col. Joseph, document signed by, 34; letter written by, 32; 

_ mentioned, 33. 

Fowler & Lyman, act as attorneys, 117. 

Fox, Secretary Henry, appointed principal secretary of state, 179; 
document signed by, 264; letters written by, 179, 201, 222, 239; 
letter written by mentioned, 249; letters written to, 183, 212, 229, 
249, 262; letter written to mentioned, 332; mentioned, 268, 358. 

“Fox” snow, mentioned, 241. 

France, declaration of war against, 222; mentioned, 158, 274, 288; rup- 
ture with expected, 128; see French. 

Franco, Jacob, mentioned, 14. 

Franklin, Benjamin, commissioner to Albany congress, 25; mentioned, 
20, 102, 183. 

Franklin’s plan of union, mentioned, 20. 

Fraser, Col., mentioned, 322. 

French, Capt., quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

French, action about expedition against, 99, 100, 102; appointment of 
second officer for expedition against discussed, 101; barbarities 
and encroachments by mentioned, 147; committing hostilities, 3, 
29; encroachments by mentioned, 15, 143; fall of Oswego to 
mentioned, 251, 254; fort being built by, 52; hostilities against 
in gulf of Naples forbidden, 274; mentioned, 30, 37, 40, 54, 121, 
126, 129, 132, 133, 144, 171, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, IgI, 192, 
196, 203, 204, 211, 220, 222, 265, 274, 278, 287, 282, 285, 301, 335; 
362; prohibition of trade with recommended, 201; proposal to 
remove from their encroachments, 98; see France, French and 
Indian war. 

French troops, have sailed it is supposed for North America, Io2. 

French and Indian activities, danger from discussed, 65. 

French and Indian war, account of part taken by Connecticut in, 157, 
335; account of past proceedings in and future plans for, 276; ac- 
count of stores and supplies used or left at various places, 268; 
account of troops raised by Massachusetts for, 250; announcement 
of plans for, 316; arms and accoutrements sent to North America 
for, 179; assistance to Connecticut to carry on to be recommended, 
179; commission to be major general in, 202; commissioners ap- 
pointed to confer on plan of campaign, 196, 333; committee 
appointed to take care of transporting stores, 204; Connecticut 
militia to be held ready for service, 305; Connecticut petitions for 
reimbursement of expenses in, 314; Connecticut requests money 
and arms to carry on, 200; depredations in mentioned, 247; dis- 
cussion about payment for provisions and marching expenses, 
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298, 299; discussion of plans for campaign, 185, 256, 286; enemy 
moving forward, 262; form for inlistment, 302; inhabitants of New 
London fear a raid, 288; information desired as to charges and 
service of New England troops in, 280; instructions from the king 
regarding, 246; instructions to commissioners from Connecticut 
concurring, 275; journal of Robert Rogers in, 169; list of general 
staff officers in, 282; Lord Loudoun’s plan of campaign in, 328; 
measures for holding militia in readiness, 308, 317; measures for 
defence to be concerted, 317; meeting of commissioners to agree 
upon plan of campaign, 330, 331, 332; meeting of commissioners 
postponed, 271; memorial of Connecticut officers for increase of 
pay, 339; memorial of staff officers about pay and allowances, 
281; minutes of council of war, 165; Mohawk Indians agree to join 
with English in, 338; Mohegan Indians agree to join with Eng- 
lish in, 339; narrative of Connecticut’s part in, 344; number of 
troops expected, required, to be raised or raised for, 259, 302, 308, 
316, 328, 320, 336, 347, 348; number of troops raised by New York 
in Connecticut for, 345; plans for carrying on, 165, 176, 183, 194, 
285, 297, 310, 321, 324, 328, 362, 366, 367, 369; proposal by northern 
colonies to double their quotas of troops, 198, I99, 200; prospects 
of success in discussed, 350, 352; providing supplies and trans- 
portation for use in mentioned, 200; representation of Connecti- 
cut’s part in, 206; repulses of English at Ticonderoga mentioned, 
351; statement of charges and services expected of New England 
troops, 284; Stockbridge Indians agree to join with English in, 
339; total number of troops raised for, 249; zeal of Connecticut in 
recognized, 179; see Connecticut troops, Crown Point expedition, 
Crown Point proposed expedition against, French, Grant, Lake 
George. 

French prisoners, arrangements for care of, 262; to be well treated, 239. 

‘«Friendship” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Frontiers, state of considered, 74; to be guarded, 74; withdrawal of gar- 
rison from those of Massachusetts discussed, 141, 142. 

Fuller, Amos, mentioned, 214. 

Furnese, H., document signed by, 222. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, action of making special grant, 267; instructions 
by, 253, 275; memorials addressed to, 9, 111, 217, 274, 281, 288, 
339; mentioned, 33; reports of committees of, 13, 14, 15, 34, 106, 
154, 236; report to, 233; resolutions of, 37, 262; see Connecticut, 
House of Representatives. 

George II, King, declaration of war by, 222; instructions to Connecticut 
by, 246, 264, 274; warrant by for payment of grant to northern 
colonies, 222; see King. 

‘‘George” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Georgia, mentioned, 35, 37. 
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Germans, may receive commissions in army, 201. 

Gibralter, mentioned, 274. 

Gildart, Richard, insurer, 362. 

Gilman, Col. Peter, letter written by mentioned, 167. 

Glanvil & Wingate, book written by mentioned, 355. 

Glazier, Capt., present at council of war, 165. _ 

Glazier, Lieut. Col. Bemsley, general staff officer, 282. 

‘‘Good King” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Goodrich, Col. Eleazer, document signed by, 130. 

Gordon or Gurdon, Capt., quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

Governor and council, record of meeting of, 66. 

Grant, made by New York to Connecticut, 346. 

Grant by England to American colonies, account of charges paid on, 
205; king’s warrant for payment of, 222; made, 198, 201, 221; re- 
ceived, 205. 

Granville, Lord, mentioned, 360. 

Graves, Rev. Matthew, letter written by, 4; memorial signed by, 288; 
mentioned, 6, 8. 

Great Britain, failure of crops in reported, 304; mentioned, 20, 26, 30, 
37, 210, 231, 296, 341, 343, 354. 

Great carrying place, document-dated from camp at, 130; letter dated 
from camp at, 129; mentioned, 157; see Carrying place. 

Green, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Green, Timothy, account of with colony, 13, 14; memorial signed by, 
288. 

Greene, Gov. William, letter written to, 103; letters written to men- 
tioned, 319, 320; mentioned, 103. 

Greenville, J., letter written by, 31. 

Gridley, Col. Richard, general staff officer, 282; mentioned, 172, 269. 

Griswold & Edwards, act as attorneys, 116. 

Grosvenor Square, letter dated at, 216. 

Guard, desired at and ordered for New London, 288. 

Gulf of Naples, mentioned, 274. 


Happen, Richard, mentioned, 313, 338. 

Halifax, Earl of, letters written by, 31, 216, 264, 306; letter written by 
mentioned, 249. 

Halifax mentioned, 236, 238, 305, 3209. 

Halket, Sir Peter, commander of a regiment, 48. 

Hall, Col., mentioned, 258, 26r. 

Hall, Elihu, bill of, 294, 295; instructions to as commissioner, 275. 

Hall, Jeremiah, general staff officer, 283. 

Hallam, Amos, memorial signed by, 288. 

Hallam, Nicholas, memorial signed by, 288. 

Hamilton, Gov, James, mentioned, 3, 72. 

Hamilton, W. G., letter written by, 366. 
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Hamlin, Jabez, document signed by, 14, 34; instructors to, 253; men- 
tioned, 261. 

Hampshire county, mentioned, 141. 

Hanbury, John, account of charges paid by, 205; bill receipted by, 205; 
letter written by, 205; mentioned, 222. 

‘‘Happy Return” ship, mentioned, 362; money shipped on, 355, 359. 

Hardy, Gov. Sir Charles, document signed by, 184; letters written by, 
146, 214; letter written by mentioned, 166; letters written to, 150, 
155, 200; letters written to mentioned, 259, 293; mentioned, 147, 
155, 160, 167, 236, 248, 249, 250, 252, 361; present at council of war, 
185. 

Harris, Col., mentioned, 165. 

Harrison, Joseph, desires, appointment as collector of port of New 
London, 312. 

Hartford, documents dated at, 17, 271, 274, 297, 328, 343; letters dated 
at, 98, 104, I10, 136, 137, 138, 142, 198, 202, 203, 204, 213, 226, 227, 
228, 229, 254, 260, 261, 299, 352; mentioned, 9, 13, 14, 15, 9I, 106, 
III, 120, 204, 216, 217, 221, 272, 274, 320, 328, 330, 331, 332, 351. 

Hartford county, see Committee of war in Hartford county. 

Hatfield, mentioned, 140. 

Havanna, mentioned, 112. 

Heads of enquiry relating to Connecticut, answers to sent, 206, 205; 
schedule of, 125; see Connecticut. 

Hebron, document attested at, 8; documents dated at, 6, 7; mentioned, 
6, 75) oe 

Heron, William, insurer, 362. 

Hewit or Hewett, John, letter written to, 311; mentioned, 312, 

Hierlihy, Capt. Timothy, document signed by, 339. 

Highland battalion, mentioned, 322. 

Hilhouse, Mr., money collected by, 240. 

Hoadly, Charles J., mentioned, 20. 

Hoar, Maj. and Lieut. Col. Jonathan, document signed by, 130; gene- 
ral staff officer, 282. 

Holburne, Admiral Francis, appointed to command fleet to be sent to 
North America, 202. 

Holdernesse, Earl of, letters written by, 304, 305; letters written by men- 
tioned, 337, 338; letter written to, 307; mentioned, 29, 40, 49, 54, 
313. 

Holles, see Newcastle, Duke of. 

Hook, The, mentioned, 310. 

Hoosac, mentioned, 135. 

Hopkins, Gov. Stephen, commissioner to Albany congress, 25; letters 
written to, 127, 193, 198, 238, 250, 330; letters written to men- 
tioned, 249, 259; mentioned, 103, I10, 214, 256. 

Horton, Ebenezer, mentioned, 7. 

Hosmer, Capt., sent to guard Pontoosuc, 134. 
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House of Commons, resolution of relative to resolution of Island of 
Jamacia, 306. 

House of Representatives, letter written to, 267; letter written to speaker 
of, 134. \ 

How & Masterman, bill of for gold and silver coin, 205. 

Howard, Martin, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Howard, Nathan, memorial signed by, 288. 

Hubbard, John, documents signed by, 14, 15, 34. 

Hubbard, Ruf., memorial signed by, 288. 

Hubbard, T., document signed by, too. 

Hudson’s river, mentioned, 66, I10, 144, 154, 157, 310, 326, 329. 

Hull, John, documents signed by, 24r. 

Hull, Joseph, memorial signed by, 288; mentioned, 79, 80, 82, 84, 89, 93, 
235, 244, 245. 

Huntington, Col. Hezekiah, document signed by, 218; instructions to, 
253; mentioned, 44, 63, 218, 221, 261. 

Huntington, Jabez, documents signed by, 339, 341. 

Hurlbut, Joseph, memorial signed by, 288. 

Hurlbut, Titus, document signed by, 44; memorial signed by, 288; 
mentioned, 83. 

Hutchinson, Reuben, testimony of, 6. 

Hutchinson, Thomas, document signed by, 322; mentioned, 324; present 
as commissioner, 322. 

Hutchinson’s plan of union, text of, 20. 


IzAoco, mentioned, 247. 

Indians, allowance to in Crown Point expedition mentioned, 123; con- 
ference with mentioned, 146; depredations by mentioned, 183; 
gifts to, 148, 149, 150; gifts to mentioned, 16; have been allies of 
the French, 247, 248; information received from, 257; mentioned, 
37, 41, 42, 54, 55, 72, 124, 130, 131, 132, 133, 135, 142, 144, 150, 151, 
152, 169, 170, 171, 186, 187, 196, 240, 360; minutes of conference 
with, 147; number of in Connecticut, 209; speeches by, 147, 149; 
trade with mentioned, 15; wavering state of mentioned, 15; will 
join with the English, 247; see Cognawagos, Delaware, Flathead, 
Mohawk, Mohegan, Oneida, Onondaga, Shawnee, Six Nations, 
Stockbridge Indians, French and Indian War. 

Ingersoll, Jared, appointment of as colony agent, 340; instructions to, 
341; letter written by, 352; mentioned, 351, 358; recommendation 
of, 354. 

Inlistment, form of, 302. 

Insurers on money, names of, 362. 

Ireland, failure of crops in, 304; mentioned, 262, 296. 

Iron, statement requested of quantity made in Connecticut, 306; report 
on quantity made in Connecticut, 315. 

Iroquois lake, mentioned, 157, 345. 

Iroquois river, mentioned, 188, 189. 


INDEX. 385 


Jackson, Richard, letter written to, 354. 

Jamacia, Island of, resolution of Assembly of asserting their right to 
raise and apply money for the services and exigencies of the gov- 
ernment, 306; resolution of House of Commons relative to, 306. 

Jeffrey, Charles, attestation of copy by, 43. 

Jenyns, Soame, letter written by, 306. 

Jerondo, see Serondo. 

‘John and Mary” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Johnson, Dr., mentioned, 5. 

Johnson, James, insurer, 352. 

Johnson, Obediah, mentioned, 291. 

Johnson, Col. and Gen. Sir William, at conference with Indians, 147; 
at council of war, 130; commissioned, 106, 107; commissioner to 
Albany congress, 25; conference of with Indians mentioned, 250; 
directed to proceed to Crown Point, 153; letters written by, 129, 
150, 163, 172, 274; letters written by mentioned, 137, 138, 146, 
147, 163, 165, 181, 249, 250; letters written to, 136, 170, 172; letter 
written to mentioned, 156; mentioned, 104, 105, 109, T10, 123, 132, 
133, 140, 144, 157, 158, 166, 183; minutes of conference of with In- 
dians, 338; payment for services of the Six Nations to be made 
to, 99; speech of to Indians, 338; to be urged to secure services of 

. Six Nations against France, 100. 

Johnson, William Samuel, letter written to, 354. 

Johnston, George, insurer, 362. 


Keats, Richards, attestation of copy by, 44; letter written by, 42; libel 
by against ship ‘“Nebuchadnezzar,” 45; libel by mentioned, 56; 
mentioned, 46, 51, 52; recounts his sufferings, 43. 

Kennebec river, mentioned, 30, 52, 326. 

Kennier, Maj. James, document signed by, 184; present at council of 
war, 185. 

Kensington, documents dated at, 222, 264; instructions dated at, 246; 
letter dated at, 264. 

Kilby, Christopher, mentioned, 297, 298, 300. 

King George II, addresses of Connecticut to, 129, 162, 213; petition to, 
314; speech of sent to Connecticut, 268; see George II. 

King in council, instructions of, 264, 273. 


LAGALLETTE, mentioned, 189. 

Lake Champlain, mentioned, 132, 143, 171, 187, 189. 194, 203, 281, 326. 

Lake Erie, mentioned, 189. 

Lake George, account of battle at, 150, 158; battle at mentioned, 346; 
camp at mentioned, 143; documents dated at, 147, 165; fort at 
mentioned, 154; letters dated at, 150, 170, 172; letters dated at 
camp at, 163, 172, 350, 352; mentioned, 144, 153, 156, 158, 160, 
163, 169, 171, 181, 194, 195, 216, 249, 258, 268, 269, 350; see Crown 
Point expedition, French and Indian war, Lake St, Sacrament. 
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Lake Huron, mentioned, 189. 

Lake Iroquois, mentioned, 160, 203, 281. 

Lake Ontario, expedition on mentioned, 184; mentioned, 186, 188, 189, 
190, I9I, 192, 207, 345, 347. 

Lake St. Sacrament, mentioned, t10, 130, 131, 132, 144, 145; see Lake 
George. 

Lakes, all English possessions on surrendered, 277. 

Lane, Henry, Jr., mentioned, 77, 83. 84, 195, 230, 231, 232, 233, 235, 244, 
245, 246; silver delivered to, 63. 

Lane, Thomas, mentioned, 86; oath taken before, 284. 

Lane & Co., mentioned, 64. 

“Lark” snow, mentioned, 241. 

Latimer, Samuel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Lattemore, Jonathan, memorial signed by, 288. 

Lattimore, Jonathan, Jr., memorial signed by, 288. 

Law, Andrew, memorandum signed by, 240. 

Law, John, general staff officer, 283; letter written by, 240, 

Law, Gov. Jonathan, mentioned, 12. 

Law, Richard, letter written to, 240. 

Law book, disposition of copies of, 13; sent to England, 241; settlement 
of account for paper, printing and binding, 13. 

Lawful money, contracts and accounts in Gonnecticut to be kept in, 177. 

Lebanon, letter addressed to, 352; mentioned, g1. 

Lechmere, Nathaniel, mentioned, 244. 

Lechmere, Nicholas, mentioned, 51, 94. 

Leddel, Henry, general staff officer, 282. 

Ledyard, John, documents signed by, 15, 34, 297; letters written by, 
142, 298, 299; letter written to, 299. 

Lee, Frederick, signs as witness, 220. 

Lee, Stephen, document signed by, 44; ‘memorial signed by, 288; men- 
tioned, 77. 

‘“‘Leopard” snow, mentioned, 241. 

Lerondo, see Serondo. 

Letters of marque, to be granted, 222. 

Lewis, Francis, mentioned, E15; 216, 117, 118. 

Libel on ship Nebuchadnezzar, 45, 46; objections made against, 51, 52. 

Liddle, H., document signed by, 203. 

“Lilly” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Linares, John Anthony, mentioned, 78, 79, 80, 81. 

“Lion” ship, mentioned, 241. 

Lisbon, mentioned, 200. 

Litchfield, letter addressed to, 213. 

Livingston, John, letter written by mentioned, 240. 

Lloyd, Thomas, insurer, 362. 

London, Bishop of, letter written to, 4. 
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London, bill dated at, 205; document dated at, 362; letters addressed 
to, 52, 355; letters dated at, 31, 205. 355, 359; mentioned, 14, 85, 
86, 102, 108, 208, 277, 341, 352, 354, 360. 

Long, Silas, attestation of document by, 7, 9. 

Long Island, mentioned, 208, 310. 

Loudoun, Earl of, announces his arrival, 249; appointed commander 
in chief, 201, 216; appointment of commended, 217; felicitated 
by Connecticut, 292; letters written by, 249, 251, 256, 262, 271, 
276, 284, 286, 305, 310, 312, 320; letters written by mentioned, 
249, 262, 320; letters written to, 254, 261, 264, 265, 280, 292, 321; 
mentioned, 251, 253, 259, 288, 294, 297, 298, 299, 300, 302, 303, 304, 
307, 308, 309, 316, 324, 327, 328, 347, 348, 349; plan of campaign 
proposed by, 328; to meet governors and commissioners of the 
colonies, 275. 

Louisbourg, document dated at, 220; mentioned, 355, 359, 301; Surren- 
der of mentioned, 220. 

“Lucy” schooner, mentioned, 241. 

“Lucy” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Lydias’ carrying place, mentioned, 142. 

Lyman & Dyar, act as attorneys, 118. 

Lyman, see Fowler & Lyman. 

Lyman, Elihu, document signed by, 128. 

Lyman, Gen. Phineas, at conference with Indians, 147; bills of, 294, 
295; commissioned, 108, 109, 110, 196; documents signed by, 14, 
15, 130, 165, 166, 339; general staff officer, 282; instructions to as 
commissioner, 275; letters written by, 267, 350, 352; letter writ- 
ten to, 163; mentioned, 104, 105, 106, 107, 123, 139, 144, 154, 283, 
302, 345; present at council of war, 165. 

Lynde, Samuel, document signed by, 13. 

Lyon, Mr., mentioned, 104. 

Lyttleton, G., document signed by, 222. 


‘“‘MaBev” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

McKenzie, Andrew, mentioned, 62, 63, 112, 116, 117, 118, I19,' 120, 233, 
246. 

McNeile, Capt. Archibald, document signed by, 339- 

McQueen, Capt., quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

MacSparran, Rev. James, mentioned, 4, 5, 6. 

McTaggart, Capt. Peter, mentioned, 355, 359, 360, 362. 

Madrid, mentioned, 79, 80, 174, 175. 

Manwaring, William, memorial signed by, 288, 

“Marian” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Marquez, Joseph, mentioned, 233. 

Martenas, Frank, mentioned, 78. 

“Mary” sloop, mentioned, 242, 
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Maryland, mentioned, 19, 24, 25, 73, 183, 184, 185; number of troops 
required from, 184. 

Mason, Samuel, mentioned, 283. 

Mason’s Court, letter dated at, 183. \ 

Massachusetts, account of troops raised by, 250; action of commended, 
30; assistance asked of Connecticut by, 65; Connecticut's defence 
about withdrawing garrison from frontiers of, 142; deputy gover- 
nor of vested with certain powers, 22, 28; letter written by, 122; 
letter written by noted, 256; mentioned, 2, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 29, 
35, 55. 97, 98, 99, 103, 139, 143, 144, 146, 155, 156, 165, 166, 197, 
198, 199, 203, 208, 211, 237, 238, 265, 277, 281, 282, 283, 316, 324, 
326, 327, 328, 329, 331, 332, 365; number of troops proposed, re- 
quired, voted or raised from, 184, 194, 259, 328, 329; preparations 
for proposed expedition described, 215; proceedings of commis- 
sioners from, 322; proclamations by mentioned, 99, 300; protest 
against withdrawal of troops from frontiers of, 141; resolutions 
of mentioned, 97, 99; stores and supplies belonging to left at 
various places, 268; vote of General Court of mentioned, 200, 317; 
see Boundary line controversy with. 

Massachusetts committee of war, letter written by, 153; letters written 
to, 156, 268; mentioned, 154, 155, 156, 166. 

Masterman, see How & Masterman. 

Masts and other lumber, to be seized, 2. 

Mediterranean sea, mentioned, 209. 

“Mermaid” brigantine, mentioned, 242. 

Menis, mentioned, 35. 

Michillimackinac (Missilimackinac), mentioned, 189. 

Middletown, mentioned, 1, 2. 

Milford, letter addressed to, 240. 

“Milford” schooner, mentioned, 242. 

Mill cove, mentioned, 42. ; 

Miller, Jeremiah, documents signed by, 46, 241; letter written by, 44; 
memorial signed by, 288; mentioned, 59, 227; takes acknowledg- 
ment of document, 93. 

Miller, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Miller, William, memorial signed by, 288. 

Minorca, island of mentioned, 224. 

Mississippi country or river, mentioned, 54, 186, 188, 189. 

Mohawk Indians, agree to join with English, 338; conference and treaty 
with mentioned, 338; mentioned, 132, 144, 339; Sachems of pres- 
ent at conference with English, r4o. 

Mohawk river, mentioned, 160. 

Mohegan Indians, agree to join with English, 339; are divided into 
parties and have been made uneasy by English, 283; case of dis- 
cussed, 283; case of mentioned, 360; mentioned, 342. 

“Molly” brigantine, mentioned, 241, 
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“Molly” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Money, brought from New York, 274; discussion as to form of payment 
of to Connecticut, 260; from England landed in New York, 252; 
from Spanish ship mentioned, 83; list of chests of from Spanish 
ship, 84; order for payment of to Connecticut, 251; payment of 
loaned to Connecticut requested, 265; sent to Connecticut, 359; 
see Bills of credit, Coin, Lawful money, Proclamation money. 

Monroe, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Montreal, mentioned, 132, 189, 363, 

Morris, Judge Lewis, libel addressed to, 45; mentioned, 113, 115, 116, 
I17, 118, 11g, 230, 234. ! 

Morris, Gov. Robert Hunter, document signed by, 184; letter written 
by, 62; letter written to, 71; letters written to mentioned, 126, 
127; present at council of war, 185. 

Morse, see Willoughby & Morse. 

Morss, Moses, deposition by, 283. 

Mumford, J., memorial signed by, 288. 

Murray, Joseph, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Mutiny bill, mentioned, 82, 96. 


Naptgs, see Gulf of Naples. 

Narrative of Connecticut's part in the French and Indian war, 344. 

Neate, William, insurer, 362. 

‘‘Nebuchadnezzar” ship, being fitted for sea, 81; certificate about, 43, 
44; libel against, 45 ; libel against to be judged, 51, 52; mentioned, 
83, 84, 85, 90, 92, 93, 231, 235, 236, 244, 245; perishing condition of 
mentioned, 42, 43, 44. 

‘‘Neptune” brigantine, mentioned, 241. 

‘‘Neptune” schooner, mentioned, 241. 

‘‘Neptune” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Newberry, Elizabeth, bounty money received by, 108; goods—pur- 
chased for, 31, received by, 196, to be shipped to, 108. 

Newcastle, Duke of, document signed by, 222; letter written by, 311; 
letter written to, 311. 

New England, mentioned, 38, 41, 53, 54, 222, 294. 

New England colonies or governments, commissioners to be apppointed 
from, 317; commissioners from to meet, 321; governors and com- 
missioners from to meet, 275; grant made to, 198; letter written 
by commissioners from, 280; letters written to commissioners 
from, 276, 284; 286; meeting of governors and commissioners 
from postponed, 271; mentioned, 143, 198, 201, 214, 241, 326, 330, 
339, 345, 346, 348; number of troops required, agreed upon or 
raised from, 278, 297, 308, 320, 348. 

New Hampshire, action of encouraging expedition against French, 100; 
letter written to mentioned, 250; mentioned, 2, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 
55, 97, 98, IOI, III, 130, 131, 143, 144, 147, 167, 169, 170, 171, 173, 
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199, 201, 211, 238, 265, 281, 282, 316, 319, 327, 329, 331, 365; num- 
ber of troops requested from or to be furnished by, 184, 194, 329; 
plan of campaign to be commupicated to commissioners from, 
330; requested to provide for drawing in her bills of credit out- 
standing in Connecticut, 178. 

New Hampshire bills of credit, not to pass currentin Connecticut, 177, 178. 

New Haven, appointment as collector at desired, 108; collector desired 
for port of, 311; documents dated at, 37, 68, 70, 71, 196, 313; let- 
ters dated at, 47, 52, 157, 265, 267, 268, 330, 358; mentioned, 34, 60, 
154, 233, 240, 298, 340; record of meeting held at, 66. 

New Jersey, grant made to, 198; letter written to, 332; mentioned, 20, 
21, 24, 72, 102, 184, 201, 222, 237, 238, 248, 316, 328, 330, 332, 345, 
365; number of troops required from or to be furnished by, 184, 
329; who was acting governor of, 332. 

Newland, George, insurer, 362. 

New London, acknowledgement dated at, 92; documents dated at, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 77, 78, 80, 88, 93, 111, 120, 217, 218, 221, 241, 288; inhabit- 
ants of fear of raid and desire protection for the town, 288; letters 
dated at, 4, 42, 44, 51, 62, 76, 81, 84, 86, 180; memorial of inhabit- 
ants of, 288; mentioned, 8, 14, 18, 42, 43, 45, 56, 58, 59, 62, 64, 65, 
66, 68, 69, 71. 75, 78, 82, 83, 89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95, 108, III, 112, 113, 
II4, II5, 120, 121, 174, 175, 195, 204, 217, 219, 221, 226, 227, 228, 229, 
233, 234, 235, 242, 243, 244, 246, 289, 290, 318. 

New London county, acknowledgement dated at, 92; mentioned, 67, 69, 
GOs, a, IS GW OOS OBO. vice, 

New London river, mentioned, 208. 

Newport, letter addressed to, 270; mentioned, 31, 196, 216, 312. 

New York, council of war held at, 184; letter addressed to, 76; letters 
dated at, 3, 126, 183, 193, 271, 312, 320, 328, 366, 367; letter dated 
at mentioned, 249; mentioned, 42, 45, 84, 102, Iog, 115, 116, 147, 
154, 155, 156, 175, 176, 177, 182, 184, 196, 198, 207, 209, 212, 228, 230, 
235, 244, 246, 252, 272, 273, 274, 305, 310, 313, 346, 347, 352, 357- 

New York money, mentioned, 240. 

New York province, grant made to Connecticut by, 346; grant from 
to Connecticut mentioned, 161; grant made to, 198; letter written 
by, 122; mentioned, 2) to} 20, 21, 25, 26, 9,92) 45) 40, 5252s 72, 
97, 98, 100, 102, 106, 108, I10, 123, 129, 130, 133, 137, 143, 144, 146, 
155, 157, 160, 166, 184, 185, 186, 198, 200, 201, 206, 207, 211, 214, 222, 
225, 236, 237, 241, 249, 281, 282, 294, 313, 316, 319, 323, 326, 328, 330, 
331, 339, 345, 365; number of troops raised by in Connecticut, 
345; number of troops required from or to be furnished by, 184, 
329; quota of troops from for proposed attack, 194; suggestion 
that commissioners be appointed by, 317; troops of at Fort 
Edward, 193. 

Niagara or Niagara river, mentioned, 186, 187, 189, 190; value of dis- 
cussed, 121. 
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Nichols, Benjamin, mentioned, 115, 116, 117, 118, IIg. 

Nichols, Maj. Eleazer, document signed by, 130. 

Nichols, Theophilus, document signed by, 34. 

Norris, Isaac, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

North Carolina, mentioned, 24. 

Northern colonies, meeting of commissioners from called to agree upon 
a plan of campaign, 330, 331, 332; mentioned, 241; number of 
troops to be raised in, 336; warrant for payment of grant to, 
222. 

Norwalk, document dated at, 71; letters addressed to, 180, 355; letters 
dated at, 56, 58, 60, 73, 74, 96, 121, 123, 127, 143, 147, 177, 181, 
206, 212, 215, 240, 249, 250, 262, 295, 296, 299, 300, 301, 307, 309, 315, 
317, 321, 323, 332, 335, 337, 306; mentioned, 227, 273; troops ordered 
quartered in, 356, 357. 

Norwich, mentioned, 111, 112, 114, IIg, 283, 299. 

Nottingham, mentioned, 311. 

Nova Scotia, mentioned, 35, 37, 143, 184, 201, 222, 226, 329. 

‘‘Nubby” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Number four, mentioned, 348. 


O’CaLLacuan, E. B., mentioned, 19. 

Officers, to serve in America to be appointed, 48: see Staff officers. 

Ohio or Ohio river, fort on surrendered, 3; mentioned, 54, 143, 159, 186, 
187, 189, 190, 196, 223, 345. 

Old tenor bills, to be drawn in, 177, 178; see Bills of credit of Con- 
necticut. 

‘‘Olive” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Oliver, Andrew, letters written by, 316, 319; letter written by men- 
tioned, 319; letter written to, 317; mentioned, 356. 

Oneida Indians, mentioned, 148; sachem of present at conference, 147. 

Onondaga, meeting at mentioned, 248. 

Onondaga Indians, mentioned, 188. 

Onondaga river, mentioned, 188. ; 

Orange, Princess dowager of, mourning for her ordered, 320. 

Osborne, John, document signed by, 100; letter written by, 102. 

‘‘Ospray” ship, mentioned, 31. 

Oswald James, letters written by, 264, 306. 

Oswegatie river, mentioned, 189. 

Oswego, fall of mentioned, 254, 263, 277; fort at mentioned, 160; loss of 
to the French announced, 251; mentioned, 142, 149, 150, 187, 188, 
189, 190, IgI, 256. 

Ouronaga, see Urranaga. 


Patmes, Edward, memorial signed by, 288. 
Paper currency, see Bills of credit, Lawful money, Old tenor bills. 
Partridge, Capt., mentioned, 31. 
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Partridge, Col. Oliver, commissioner to Albany congress, 25; letter 
written by, 166; letter written to, 155: mentioned, 155, 173. 
Partridge, Col. Richard, asks increased allowance for services, 359; 
letters written by, 4, 31, 108, 122, 183, 355, 359; letters written to, 
122, 143, 195, 351; mentioned, 10, 12, 14, 102, 314, 341; petition by 

to the king, 314. 

Pay, memorial of Connecticut officers for increase of, 339, 

Payson, Capt., Maj. and Lieut. Col. Nathan, document signed by, 339; 
mentioned, 130; present at council of war, 165. 

Pay table, see Committee of pay table. 

Pearce, Thomas, document signed by, 339. 

‘‘Pearl” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

‘‘Peggy” privateer, ordered seized, 313. 

Penn, John, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Pennsylvania, grant made by and its use and division discussed, 127; 
letter written to, 225; mentioned, 19, 24, 25, 62, 102, 124, 183, 184, 
185, 248; money- furnished by, 111; number of troops required 
from, 184. 

Penobscot country, mentioned, 326. 

Pepperell, Sir William, appointed commander of a regiment, 48; docu- 
ment signed by, 220; mentioned, 50; regiment to be raised by 
mentioned, 187. 

Perkins, Esq., mentioned, 83. 

Perkins, Luke, mentioned, 291. 

Peters, Richard, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Philadelphia, letter dated at, 102; mentioned, 103, 225. 

Phelps, John, attestation of document by, 8. 

Phillips, Capt., mentioned, rIo9. 

Phips, Lieut. Gov. Spencer, letters written by, 109, 140, 141, 153, 156, 
163, 175, 225, 293; letters written by mentioned, 156, 163; letters 
written to, 123, 138, 142, 147, 156, 172, 181, 295. 

Pierce, Mr., mentioned, 268. 

Pitcher, James, appointed commissary of musters, 46; to be assisted in 
his duties, 47. 

Pitkin, Sheriff, mentioned, 202. 

Pitkin, Lieut. Col. John, declines to serve in campaign, 202; document 
signed by, 130; letter written by, 202. 

Pitkin, Joseph, document signed by, 34. 

Pitkin, William, commission to, 17; commissioner to Albany congress, 
25; document signed by, 34; letter written by, 213. 

Pitt, Secretary William, appointed secretary of state, 268; document 
signed by, 274; letters written by, 268, 285, 292, 313, 314, 315, 316, 
318, 353, 362, 369; letters written to, 296, 332, 335, 337, 358; men- 
tioned, 296, 305, 307, 308, 320, 327. 

Plan of union of the colonies, reasons against adoption of, 37; reasons 
concerning, 37; report against adoption of, 34; text of, 20, 25. 
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“Polly” sloop, mentioned, 241, 242. 

Pomroy, Lieut. Col. Seth, document signed by, 130; present at council 
of war, 165. 

Pontoosuc, abandoned by inhabitants, 134; fort built at, 134; man- 
tioned, 55. 

Portsmouth, Eng., mentioned, 355, 359. 

Portsmouth, N. H., document dated at, 2; letter dated at, 1. 

Post master general, to be aided in forwarding correspondence, 180. 

Potomac river, mentioned, 186. 

Pownall, John, letters written by, 125, 141, 176, 180, 296, 306; mentioned, 
206. 

Pownall, Gov. Thomas, commission signed by, 323; letter written by 
mentioned, 328; letter written to, 331; mentioned, 310, 327, 332; 
present at conference called by Earl of Loudoun, 328. 

Pratt, Benjamin, document signed by, 322; present as commissioner, 
322. 

Presque Isle, mentioned, 189. 

Preston, mentioned, 283. 

Price, John, general staff officer, 283. 

Prince, Mr., mentioned, 4. 

Printup, William, at conference with English, 147. 

Prisoners, mentioned, 214. 

Privateers, instructions to be given to, 337; piratical behavior of, 305. 

Proby, Capt. Charles, letter written by mentioned, 226; letter written 
to, 228; mentioned, 227, 229, 246, 332, 333. 

Proclamations by Fitch, texts of, 71, 139. 

Proclamation money, mentioned, 300. 

‘Prosperity ” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Provisions, act to prevent export of, 296; care taken about export of, 
262; decision as to delivery of, 261; embargo laid against ship- 
ment of, 265; export of prohibited, 309; instructions to committee 
respecting, 253; list of at Fort Edward, 269; prohibiting export 
of considered, 214, 225, 236, 238; restrictions laid on export of, 
301; statement about supplying troops with, 297. 

Punderson, Rev. Ebenezer, mentioned, 7, 9. 

Putnam, Maj. Israel, document signed by, 339. 


QuEBEC, mentioned, 132, 152, 190, 192, 326, 363. 


‘*RANGER” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Read, John, document signed by, 15; receipt given by, 269. 
Reading, John, mentioned, 332. 

‘Rebecca and Bridget” sloop, mentioned, 242. 
‘«Rebeckah” schooner, mentioned, 241. 

«Rebeckah” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Regiment ordered quartered in Fairfield, 356. 
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Regiments, ordered to Virginia, 48; to be raised in America, 48; see 
Troops. 

Rhode Island, account of stores and supplies belonging to left at vari- 
ous places, 270; letter written by tnentioned, 256; letter written to 
mentioned, 250; mentioned, I0, Ig, 20, 21, 25, 26, 31, 44, 56, 58 ,97, 
98, IOI, 103, 108, III, 143, 144, 173, 208, 237, 238, 249, 281, 282, 283, 
316, 319, 320, 327, 365; number of troops required from or to be 
furnished by, 184, 329; plan of campaign to be communicated to 
commissioners of, 330; quota of troops from for proposed attack, 
194; requested to provide for drawing in her bills of credit out- 
standing in Connecticut, 178. 

Rhode Island bills of credit, not to pass current in Connecticut, 177, 178. 

Rhode Island committee of war, letter written to, 270. 

Richards, George, document signed by, 45; memorial signed by, 288. 

Richards, Guy, memorial signed by, 288. 

Richards, John, signs as witness, 92, 220; memorial signed by, 288. 

Richards, Samuel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Richardson, Maj., mentioned, 166; present at council of war, 165. 

Riding chair, see Chair. 

River Au Boeuf, mentioned, 180. 

River Chaudiere, mentioned, 190, 192, 326. 

Robertson, document signed by, 4a. 

Robinson, Edward, memorial signed by, 288. 

Robinson, Sir Thomas, felicitation to on appointment as secretary of 
state, 47; letter to be written to, 68; letters written by, 18, 29, 30, 
46, 48, 57, 81, 96, 103, 122, 128, 135, 174, 179; letters written by 
mentioned, 66, 185, 318, 319, 332; letters written to, 47, 52, 96, 121, 
129, 157; letter written to mentioned, 145; mentioned, 68, 71, 92, 
93, 174, 175, 212. 

Rochfort, France, mentioned, 220. 

Rodman, Capt., mentioned, 31, 196. 

Roebuck, Ebenezer, insurer, 362. 

Rogers, James, memorial signed by, 288. 

Rogers, Peter, memorial signed by, 288. 

Rogers, Capt. Robert, journal of, 169; journal of mentioned, 163; men- 
tioned, 170, 172, 173, 193. 

Ross, Maj. Robert, document signed by, 357; certifies to copy of docu- 
ment, 357; quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

Rowland, David, document signed by, 127. 

Royal American regiments, mentioned, 277. 

‘“Ruby”’ sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Rucker, John Anto., insurer, 362. 

Ruggles, Col. Timothy, at conference with Indians, 147; document 
signed by, 130; mentioned, 172. 

Rutherford, Maj. John, document signed by, 184; present at council of 
war 185, 
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Sr. AuGUSTINE, mentioned, 211. 

St. Clair, Sir John, document signed by, 184; has been appointed deputy 
quarter master general, 57; mentioned, 97; present at council of 
war, 185. 

St. James, document dated at 274; letter dated at, 273. 

St. Johns, mentioned, 35, 132. 

‘*St. Joseph and St, Helena” snow, about payment of certain accounts 
in case of, 87, 88; aid to be given in embarking cargo of, 69, 70; 
attornies appointed to act in interest of, 91; care of goods from, 
42; cargo of embarked, 86; case of reviewed and offenders to be 
searched out and punished, 18; case of ship and her cargo, con- 
sidered, discussed or mentioned, 33, 58, 60, 61, 62, 66, 75, 79, 80, 
109, 121, 174, 175, 180, 195, 226, 227, 228, 229, 242, 318, 332, 342, 35T, 
352, 358, 361; case of to be stated, 14; certificate describing assist- 
ance received about cargo of, 93; detailed list of articles constitu- 
ting cargo of, 89; efforts to be made to recover cargo of, 66; 
evidence taken about cargo of, 83; form of certificate about cargo 
of, 82; list of goods landed and delivered in case of, 63; long ac- 
count of legal proceedings about ship and cargo, 111; matters re- 
lating to case of, 63; money and effects from to be convoyed, 56; 
papers relating to case of desired, 32; proclamation to deliver up 
effects belonging to, 71; recovery of cargo of discussed, 76; report 
to General Assembly about case of ship and cargo, 233; reshipment 
of cargo of discussed, 78, 81; restitution for damages to be solicited, 
14; state of case of ship and cargo, 229; statement of efforts made 
to recover cargo, 84; see Spaniards. 

St. Juan, Joseph Miguel de, acceptance by, 77; acknowledges document, 
92; certificates by, 78, 80; certificate by of assistance received in 
recovering and embarking cargo, 93; documents signed by, 77, 
78, 80, 88, 91, 93; letters written by, 51, 87, 88; letter written to, 
56; mentioned, 42, 62, 64, 77, 82, 83, 85, 89, 90, 230, 234, 235, 236, 
243, 244, 245; power of attorney by, 91; silver delivered to, 63. 

St. Lawrence river, mentioned, 188, I90, 326. 

St. Leger, Capt., quarters assigned to company of, 357. 

St. Piere, Mons., killed, 159. 

St. Thomas, mentioned, 18. 

“Sally” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Saltonstall, Gov. Gurdon, grant to for special services mentioned, 11. 

Saltonstall, Col. Gurdon, documents signed by, 218, 221; letter written 
by, 62; letter written to, 61; memorial signed by, 288; mentioned, 
58, 83, 84, 218, 221, 229, 230, 233, 234, 235. 

““Sarah” sloop, mentioned, 241, 242. 

Scalping, mentioned, 173, 257. 

Schenectady, mentioned, 188. 

Schuyler, Col. Peter, document signed by, 184; present at council of 
war, 185. 
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‘‘Seaflower” brigantine, account of payment for hire of 221; certificate 
about service of, 220; charter party for, 218; chartered for use of 
colony, 218. 

“ Seaflower” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Seal of Connecticut, to be affixed to certain receipts, 253. 

Serondo (Jerondo, Lerondo), Domingo, mentioned, 234, 245; silver de- 
livered to, 63. 

Shapley, John, memorial signed by, 288. 

Sharpe, Lieut. Gov. Horatio, appointed to command troops, 73; asked 
to inform Connecticut what services and troops are desired from 
the colony, 73; document signed by, 184; letters written by, 95, 
126, 127; letter written to, 73; present at council of war, 185. 

Sharpe, W., letters signed by, 264, 273. 

Shaw, Nathaniel, memorial signed by, 288. 

Shawnee Indians, mentioned, 249, 250; report of conference with, 247. 

Sherburne, Henry, Jr., commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Shipping, embargo laid on, 302; embargo on raised, 304. 

Ships, assistance to be asked from and information communicated to, 
103; list of registered in Connecticut, 241; squadron of at Hali- 
fax, 329; squadron of ordered to or to be sent to America, 103, 
316. 

Shirley, Gov. and Maj. Gen. William, appointed commander of a regi- 
ment, 48; appointed commander in chief, 135; asked to furnish 
money and arms to Connecticut, 200; documents signed by, ror, 
128, 184; letters written by, 65, 97, 99, IOI, 102, 108, 176, 183, 193, 
200, 214, 250, 259; letter written by mentioned, 250; letters writ- 
ten to, 30, 74, 96, 98, 104, 110, 121, 199, 200, 203, 238, 267; men- 
tioned, 29, 50, 52, 98, 103, 106, 107, 109, 123, 127, 142, 156, 160, 175, 
177, 184, 196, 197, 198, 212, 213, 215, 236, 249, 270, 344, 347; Money 
borrowed of ordered paid, 260; money borrowed of paid, 300; 
money loaned by mentioned, 252, 253; payment of loans made 
by requested, 265; present at council of war, 185; regiment to be 
raised by mentioned, 186, 187. 

Sicily, mentioned, 274. 

Silliman, Ebenezer, appointed commissioner, 177; commission to, 333; 
document signed by, 322; mentioned, 156, 324; present as com- 
missioner, 322. 

Silver, account of from Spanish boat, 63; desired by Connecticut rather 
than gold, 260. 

Simson, Capt. John, document signed by, 111; memorial signed by, 
288; mentioned, 230, 233, 234, 235; petition DyeEre 

Simson, Matthew, memorial signed by, 288. 

Six Nations of Indians, appointment of commissioners to act for and 
Tepresent recommended, 53; commissioners appointed to meet 
and confirm friendship with, 53; interview to be held with and 
presents given to, 31; mentioned, gg, 160, 188, 190, 211, 247, 248; 
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settlement of a colony on lands of suggested, 53; to be engaged 
to go on expedition against Crown Point, 110; to be urged to join 
expedition against French, 100, 

Skinner, Thomas, letter written by, 239. 

Slapp, Maj. John, document signed by, 330. 

Sloan, Robert, document signed by, 272; letter written by, 180; men- 
tioned, 63, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, LDQ, 233) ele 

Sloper, W., letter written by, 306. 

Small pox, mentioned, 266. 

Smedly, Lieut. Col. James, document signed by, 339. 

Smith, see Alexander. 

Smith, Capt. John, mentioned, 42, 231, 246. 

Smith, Joseph, mentioned, 45, 83, 246. 

Smith, Simeon, 2d., memorial signed by, 288. 

Smith, William, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Smith bay, mentioned, 132. 

Snell, William, insurer, 362. 

Snook, mentioned, 338. 

Soldiers, see Regiments, Troops. 

Somers, mentioned, 208. 

South America, list of products of shipped to Spain, 89. 

South bay, mentioned, 158, 193. 

South Carolina, mentioned, 24, 35, 64. 

Southern colonies, mentioned, 15, 226, 241, 268, 316, 347, 305. 

Spain, Spaniards and Spanish, complaint of violence to, 313; mentioned, 
14, 18, 31, 45, 56, 59, 61, 62, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69, 71, 76, 78, 79, 80, 83, 
84, 108, 126, 174, 195, 211, 231, 234, 235, 244, 264, 318, 319; pirati- 
cal behavior towards, 305; violence to mentioned, 338. 

Spanish ships, not to be disturbed by.English, 313; seizure of by British 
privateers forbidden, 264; see ‘‘St. Joseph and St. Helena.” 

“Sparrow” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

“Speedwell” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Spencer, Maj. Joseph, document signed by, 339. 

Spittlefields, letter dated at, 183. 

Springfield, mentioned, 102, 215. 

Srivan, Capt. S., mentioned, 84. 

Staff officers, list of, 282; memorial of about pay and allowances, 281. 

Stamford, mentioned, 273; troops ordered quartered in, 356, 357. 

Stanton, Capt. John, document signed by, 339. 

Starr, Daniel, memorial signed by, 288. 

“Sterling Castle’ ship, coin sent to America on, 205; mentioned, 221, 
252) 

Stevens, mentioned, 133. 

Stewart, Alexander, document signed by, 218. 

Stewart, Matthew, asks pay for use of his brigantine, 218; memorial of, 
217; memorial signed by, 288; mentioned, 221. 
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Stockbridge, may be abandoned, 134; mentioned, 55, 65, 75, 135. 

Stockbridge Indians, agree to join with English in war, 339; minutes 
of conference with, 338. : 

Stone, Andrew, letter written by, 264, 

Storrs, Lemuel, condition of described, 239. 

Stratfield, troops ordered quartered in, 356, 357. 

Stratford, letter dated at, 354. 

“Success” schooner, mentioned, 241, 242. 

“Suckey” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Suffield, mentioned, 208, 

Sumner, Hezekiah, commission to, 2; mentioned, 2. 

“Susanna” brigantine, mentioned, 112, 234. 

“Susanna” sloop, mentioned, 242. . 

Susquehanna, mentioned, 247; purchase and settlement of lands at dis- 
cussed, 72; settlement at mentioned, 62. 

Swiss, may be commissioned, 201. 

Symes, James, mentioned, 300; statement of about supplying troops 
with provisions, 297. 

“Syren” ship, mentioned, 226, 227, 229, 246, 332. 


Taccart, Capt., mentioned, 355. 

Talcott, Col. Samuel, document signed by, 273; money ordered paid to, 
252; mentioned, 252, 253, 271, 272, 274. 

Tasker, Benjamin, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Taxation, resolution of island of Jamaica asserting right to raise and 
apply money for service and exigencies of government, 306. 

Thomlinson, John, account of charges paid by on shipment of coin, 
205; bill receipted by, 205; insurer, 362; letter written by, 205; 
mentioned, 222. 

Thomlinson and Hanbury, mentioned, 252. 

Thomp, James, memorial signed by, 288. 

Thompson, Henry, insurer, 362. 

Thompson, John, testimony of, 8. 

Ticonderoga, mentioned, 132, 133, 163, 164, 168, 170, 171, 172, 173, 193; 
proposal for attack upon, 193, 194; proposed attack on mentioned, 
197; repulse of English at mentioned, 351, 361. 

Titcomb, Col. Moses, document signed by, 130. 

Titley, Benjamin, insurer, 362. 

Toronto, mentioned, 189. 

Townshend, Vice Admiral, letter written by mentioned, 313. 

Townson, John, insurer, 362. 

Toye, John, impowered to seize arms illegally obtained, 294. 

Tracy, Isaac, mentioned, 291. 

Treasury chambers, letter dated at, 265. 

Treat, Maj., at council of war, 130; mentioned, 134. 
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Trecothick, Barlow, account signed by, 205; bill signed by, 205; letter 
signed by, 205. 

‘*Triton” ship, letters dated from, 56, 58, 59, 60, 64, 75, 78, 87; men- 
tioned, 60, 61, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 76, 82, 84, go, 04) 05. 174) 175, 
180, 228, 318. 

Troops, arms, cloathing and ordinance to be sent from England for, 48; 
as many to be raised as in previous year, 201; behavior of colo- 
nial commended, 361; condition of in camp, 173; desired that 
those from Connecticut be joined with eastern and not western 
troops, 16; dismission of discussed, 181; from Connecticut to be 
held ready to march, 305; gone and going on Crown Point expe- 
dition, 143; in America under same martial law as British, 81, 96, 
in regular regiments promised grant of land, 201; number of 
British regiments in America to be augmented, 96; number 
available in field, 184; number needed from each colony for 
coming campaign, 184; number desired or needed for the war, 
98, 184, 316; number to be raised, 347; number raised or voted by 
Massachusetts, 250, 259, 328; number agreed upon, desired or 
required from New York, 278, 297, 302, 348; number raised by 
New York in Connecticut, 345; number to be furnished by 
northern colonies, 329, 336; orders for quartering in Fairfield 
county, 356; payment of for wages and billeting, 300; proposal 
by northern colonies to double their quotas, 198, 199, 200; 
quota of from each colony for proposed attack, 194; statement 
of charges and services expected of New England, 284; to be 
inlisted in regular regiments, 201; total number raised, 249; 
total number in service, 31; see Regiments. 

Trumble (later Trumbull), Col. Jonathan, account of with colony, 13; 
appointed commissioner, 177; appointed on committee to confer 
about Spanish ship, 67; bill of, 294, 295; commissions to, 68, 196, 
333; deposition by, 242; documents signed by, 34, 233, 303, 322; 
given power of attorney, 91; instructions to as commissioner, 275; 
letters written by, 32, 75, 76, 81, 84, 86, 267; letters written to, iy. 
42, 75, 76, 78, 87, 88, 226, 227, 239, 350, 351, 352; mentioned, 20, 63, 
64, 70, 79, 80, 82, 86, 93, 94, 95, 156, 228, 298, 303; present as com- 
missioner, 322. 

Trumbull papers, mentioned, 31. 

““Tryal” sloop, mentioned, 241. 

Tryon, Benjamin, attestation of copy by, 43. 

Turner, Capt. Isaac, document signed by, 339. 

‘Two Bachelors” schooner, mentioned, 242. 

Tyng, John, document signed by, 322; present as commissioner, 322. 


Uncas, Ben, mentioned, 283. 

Uncas, John, mentioned, 283. 

Union of the colonies, plan of 20, 25; reasons concerning the plan of, 37. 
Urannaga (Ouronaga), Christopher, mentioned, 112, 234. 
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VALLEE, Frank, mentioned, 77. 

Vice admiralty, Court of, establishment of in Connecticut applied for, 
2; libel in, 45; mentioned, 18, 51, 52, 56,.112, 113, 230, 234, 235, 
245. \ 

Virginia, mentioned, 24, 57, 183, 184, 186, number of troops required 
from, 184. 


Wa.po, Ralph Gulston, general staff officer, 282. 

Wampum, belts of given, 149, 150, 339; see War belt. 

Wanton, Goy. Gideon, mentioned, 31. 

War, declaration of against France, 222; declaration of published in 
Connecticut, 262; see Committee of war in Hartford county. 

War belt, presented to Indians, 247; see Wampum. 

Ward, Mr., mentioned, 3. 

Ward, Lieut. Col., mentioned, 165; present at council of war, 165. 

Wariaghejage, at conference with English, 147. 

Warren, Vice Admiral Sir Peter, document signed by, 220. 

Washington, Col. George, mentioned, 159, 240. 

Weare, Meshec, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Webb, Col., given temporary command of all troops, 201; quarters 
assigned to company of, 357. 

Webb, Maj. Gen. Daniel, letter written by, 309; letter written by men- 
tioned, 348; letter written to, 305; mentioned, 307, 347. 

Welles, Capt. Edmund, document signed by, 339. 

Welles, Samuel, commissioner to Albany congress, 25; mentioned, 97. 

Wentworth, Gov. Benning, commission issued by, 2; copies of letters 
written by certified to, 353; document signed by, 44; letter writ- 
ten by, 1; letters written to, 31, 163, 177, 199, 238, 331; letters 
written to mentioned, 259, 310; mentioned, 31, 130, 153, 175, 177. 

West, James, letters written by, 221, 265; letter written to, 300. 

West Indies, mentioned, 55, 209, 222, 223, 262, 305, 313. 

Whipple, Capt., mentioned, 268. 

Whitcomb, Lieut. Col., mentioned, 165, 166. 

White, Maj. Jonathan, document signed by, 130. 

Whitehall, letters dated at, 18, 29, 30, 31, 46, 48, 57, 81, g6, 103, 122, 125, 
135, 141, 174, 176, 179, 180, 201, 222, 239, 264, 268, 285, 292, 2096, 
304, 305, 306, 313, 314, 315, 316, 318, 320, 353, 362, 369; mentioned, 
66, 68, 71, 95, 361. 

Whiting, Maj. and Lieut. Col. Nathan, allowance made to as quarter 
master general, 270; at conference with Indians, 148; attestation 
of copy by, 276; desires to be appointed collector of customs, 108, 
195; documents signed by 130, 339; general staff officer, 282; his 
ability and bravery described, 195; in command at Fort Edward, 
193; letters written by, 193, 268, 270; mentioned, 150, 348; pres- 
ent at council of war, 165; receipt given by, 269. 

Whittlesey, Elisha, mentioned, 240. 
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Whitmore, Daniel, breach of peace by described, 1. 

Whitwell, Capt. Matthew, letters written by, 56, 58, 59, 61, 64, 75, 78, 
87; letters written to, 58, 60, 70, 75, 81, 86; mentioned, 45, 64, 66, 
68, 76, 77, 78, 80, 82, 84, 85, 90, 95, 174, 175, 195, 228, 318, ordered 
to New London, 18. 

Whitworth, Maj. Miles, general staff officer, 282. 

Wibird (Wibbird, Wyburn), Richard, commissioner to Albany congress, 
25. 

Willard, Col., mentioned, 166; present at council of war, 165. 

Williams, Col. Elisha, commission to, 17; commissioner to Albany con- 
gress, 25; mentioned, 12. 

Williams, Col. Ephraim, document signed by, 130; death of mentioned, 
152; mentioned, 150, 151. 

Williams, Col. Israel, mentioned, 65, 140. 

Willoughby, Bliss, deposition by, 283. 

Willoughby and Morse, affidavit by mentioned, 360. 

‘Willoughby Bay” sloop, mentioned, 242. 

Wills creek, mentioned, 186, 189. 

Wilson, Robert, insurer, 362. 

Wilson, Samuel, insurer, 362. 

‘‘Winchelsea” ship, letter dated from, 310. 

Windham, document dated at, 120; mentioned, 351. 

Windham county, mentioned, gt. 

Windsor, letters addressed to, 31, 109; letters dated at, 33, 134, 195, 
351; mentioned, gt, 231. 

Wingate, see Glanvil and Wingate. 

Winslow, Gen. John, commission to as major general, 202; document 
signed by, 282; general staff officer, 282; grants of money made 
to, 216; letters written by, 215, 250; memorial of, 281; mentioned, 
251, 259, 347. 

Winthrop, J. S., memorial signed by, 288. 

Witter, William, document signed by, 13. 

Wolcott, Oliver, letter written to, 213. 

Wolcott, Goy. Roger, asks remuneration for special services, ro; letters 
written by, 33, 134, 195; letters written to, 1, 4, 31, 32, 108; me- 
morial by, 9; mentioned, 3, 72, 83, 234, 353; services in drawing 
bills of exchange described, 11. 

Wolcott, Maj. Roger, Jr., appointed on committee to confer about 
Spanish ship, 67; commissions to, 17, 68; commissioner to Albany 
congress, 25; documents signed by, 120, 236; deposition by, 242; 
given power of attorney to act in case of Spanish ship, g1; letters 
written by, 75, 76, 81, 84, 86, 351; letters written to, 75, 76, 78, 87, 
88, 227; mentioned, 70, 79, 80, 82, 93, 95, 226, 227, 228, 291, 352. 

Wolcott, William, commission to, 333; document signed by, 322; men- 
tioned, 291; present as commissioner, 322. 
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Wood, Robert, letter written by, 320. 

Wood creek, mentioned. 110, 132, 171, 193, 194. 

Woods, trouble over protecting, 1; care of ordered, 2. 

Woodstock, mentioned, 203, 208. \ 

Wooster, Col. David, document signed by, 339. 

Worcester, mentioned, 215. 

Worthington, John, commissioner to Albany congress, 25. 

Wraxall, Capt. Peter, at conference with Indians, 147; attests copies of 
documents, 134, 166, 169, 171, 172; attests copy of letter, 164; 
documents signed by, 147, 165, 166; mentioned, 163, 164; present 
at council of war, 130, 165. 

Wyllys, Lieut, Col. George, documents signed DY. 943; 14,15, 07.37. 
III, 196, 202, 236, 253, 267, 275, 288, 323, 333, 341; letters signed 
by, 157, 292. 

Wyoming, mentioned, 247. 

Wyseton, letter dated at, 311. 


YORKSHIRE, mentioned, 31. 
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